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~ Intermediate Phrases ~ 

 

5 Ways to Ask for Clarification 

1. Pardon?  

(if you didn’t hear or understand what the person said) 

2. Would you mind repeating that? 

3. What do you mean?  

(asking for more information) 

4. I’m not sure I follow you.  

(= I don’t understand) 

5. Could you explain… ? 

 

5 Ways to Check if the Other Person 
Understands You 

1. Do you understand what I’m saying? 

2. Does that make sense? 

3. Do you know what I mean? 

4. Are you with me so far? 

(often used in the middle of a long explanation or instructions) 

5. Is that clear? 

(often used after giving orders, or expressing disapproval or another negative 

attitude) 

 

5 Ways to Ask for Help 

1. I need a little help. 

2. Could you help me out? 
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3. Could you give me a hand? 

(usually used for physical tasks) 

4. Could you spare a couple minutes? 

5. Could you do me a favor? 

 

5 Ways to Ask Someone Else to Do 
Something 

1. (more formal) Would you mind… [opening the window]? 

2. Could you please… [turn off the lights]? 

3. (informal) Can you… [pass me the chicken]? 

4. Please… [send me the information]. 

5. I’d appreciate it if you could… [wash the dishes]. 

 

5 Ways to Interrupt Someone 

1. Sorry to interrupt, but… 

2. Excuse me – could I talk to you for a minute? / do you have a minute? 

(when interrupting a conversation between two other people, to talk to one of them) 

3. Could I jump in here? 

(use this when interrupting a discussion among many people) 

4. Sorry – I just want to say that… 

5. (formal) May I have a word?  

 

10 Ways to Encourage Someone 

1. Keep up the good work! 

2. That was a nice try. 

(say this after someone made a good effort but failed) 

3. That’s a real improvement. 

4. You’re on the right track. 

5. You’ve almost got it. 
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