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Talk About It

1.  The author writes that the Danes stood up for their 
fellow citizens. Find two examples to support this 
statement.

2.  Why were Jewish people in danger during World War II?

Write About It

3.  On a separate sheet of paper, make a chart like the 
one shown below to list some of the facts in this book 
and your feelings about each fact.

Extend Language

In this book, several nations and their citizens are 
mentioned.

The Danes, or Danish, are people from Denmark.

The Germans are people from Germany.

Where do you think that the Swedish are from?

Photographs 
Cover ©United States Holocaust Museum; 1 ©Alamy Images; 2 ©Digital Wisdom, Inc;
3 ©Digital Wisdom, Inc; 4 ©Hulton-Deutsch Collection/Corbis 5 ©United States 
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Museum.
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During World 
War II, Germany, a 
country in Europe, 
was ruled by Adolf 
Hitler. Hitler and his 
Nazi soldiers tried 
to destroy an entire 
group of people—
those who follow 
the Jewish religion. 
The Nazis treated 
the Jews cruelly 
and took away 
their privileges as citizens. Many were forced out of 
their homes. Millions were killed.

There are many stories about the Jewish people 
who survived the killing by the Nazis during World 
War II. The stories show small acts of courage by 
individuals. But the story about the people from 
Denmark is different. The citizens of Denmark, called 
Danes, risked their lives to save thousands of Jewish 
people. This story shows the courage of an entire 
group of people who chose to help their Jewish 
neighbors. This story is about a nation that defied 
the Nazis and acted with kindness.

Adolf Hitler: leader of the Nazi party in Germany

Denmark: a country in Europe
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War in Denmark
Denmark is a country that shares a border 

with Germany and extends out into the North Sea. 
Denmark tried to stay out of the war. But in April 
1940, the Nazi soldiers marched into Denmark. 
The Germans made an agreement with the Danish 
government and its king. The Danes could rule 
themselves if they did not fight. To save his people’s 
lives, the Danish king agreed not to fight. The 
Germans took over Denmark.

Jews Living in Denmark
There were about 8,000 Jews living in Denmark. 

Jewish people living in Denmark called themselves 
Jewish Danes. They enjoyed freedoms they did not 
have in other countries. Now that Denmark was 
under the control of the Germans, they knew that 
they might be in danger.
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At first, the Germans did not trouble the Jewish 
people in Denmark. The Danish government did 
everything it could to protect their rights. However, 
the peace did not last long. Within three years, Hitler 
gave the German soldiers more control. The soldiers 
had orders to deport the Jewish Danes. What Hitler 
didn’t know was that the Danes were not willing to 
stand by and do nothing.

The Danes did not approve of the Nazi plan. 
A German man named Georg F. Duckwitz was 
a diplomat in Denmark who helped the Danish 
government. He found out when the German plan 
was to go into action. Duckwitz sent a message to 
the Danish king. The Danes quickly spread the news 
to the head of the Jewish community, its rabbi.
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deport: to send out of the country

rabbi: a spiritual leader of the Jewish faith

The 
Danish 
king often 
rode his 
horse 
through 
the streets.
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The German plan was to gather the Jewish Danes 
from their homes while they were honoring the 
Jewish New Year. It was a good plan because most 
people would be home. However, the plan did not 
work. During the morning services, the rabbi made 
an announcement to his people. He told them about 
the German plan and said they must leave at once. 
He asked his people to spread the news and work 
fast. By the time the Germans began knocking on 
doors and searching houses, the Jews had left. They 
took trains or drove into the country. Some walked 
into the forest. They had gone into hiding.
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Rabbi Marcus 
Melchior 
helped spread 
the news 
about the 
German plan.
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The Danish people acted quickly also. They 
worked together to hide their Jewish friends and 
helped them escape. The people of Denmark opened 
up their homes. They hid people in basements, barns, 
and churches. They used empty office buildings, 
storage rooms, and hospitals as hiding places. The 
Danes made sure the Germans could not find their 
Jewish neighbors.

Denmark is a small country. It would be difficult 
to keep so many people in hiding. The Jews needed 
to escape to a safe place. The safest place for them 
was in Sweden, a country that was not in the war. 
Sweden is not far from Denmark, but a narrow body 
of water separates the two countries. The Jews 
would have to cross the water by boat.
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The flat country side did not make hiding easy.
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The fishermen agreed to take the Jewish 
refugees to Sweden, but the Jewish people would 
have to pay a fee. The Danes would not let money 
stop the rescue of the Jewish people. Many people 
raised the money to pay the fee.

Crossing the water was dangerous. If fishermen 
were caught helping the Jews escape, the fishermen 
could go to jail or lose their boats. There were many 
German boats on the water making sure no one 
escaped.

The Danes risked their lives to save their fellow 
citizens. In just a few days, they helped over 7,000 
Jewish Danes make it safely to Sweden. Fewer than 
five hundred were captured.
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Many Jewish Danes left Denmark from Gilleleje harbor.

refugees: persons who flee to another country

fee: money that is paid for a service or for work done
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The rescue had been a success. The Danes did 
not give up on those Jews who were captured. The 
Danish king and government sent letters requesting 
that the Jewish people be treated fairly.

In May of 1945, the war in Europe ended. The 
Danish people ran in the streets, celebrating the 
end of German power. It did not take long before 
the Jewish Danes returned to Denmark. In other 
European countries, many Jewish refugees returned 
to homes that had been robbed or destroyed. Yet 
in Denmark, the Jewish Danes found their homes 
in good condition. Their neighbors had kept them 
clean. They were waiting for them to return home.

The rescue effort in Denmark shows what can 
happen when people join together and stand up for 
their beliefs. Doing the right thing is not always easy 
or safe. Yet this small country made a difference.

Fishing boats such as this 
one were used to carry 
people to Sweden.
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