
Language tip of the week: ability

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the noun ability:

When ability means ‘the fact of being able to do something’, it is followed

by an infinitive. It is never used in the pattern ‘the ability of doing

something’:

✗ Imagination is the ability of making up pictures in your mind.

✓ Imagination is the ability to make up pictures in your mind.

✗ The ability of speaking English has become extremely important.

✓ The ability to speak English has become extremely important.

In this meaning, ability is not used in the plural:

✗ It is good that we have abilities to dream and imagine.

✓ It is good that we have the ability to dream and imagine.

The plural form abilities, which is much less frequent, is used to refer to

someone’s ‘skills’ or ‘talents’, and is never followed by an infinitive:

Men and women have different needs, interests and abilities.
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content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the verbs accept and agree:

Don’t confuse agree and accept. When you want to say that someone

expresses their willingness to do something, use agree with an infinitive.

Don’t use accept:

✗ Some people readily accept to work at weekends.

✓ Some people readily agree to work at weekends.

✗ Small communities may not accept to be swallowed up by a general

European system.

✓ Small communities may not agree to be swallowed up by a general

European system.

You can use accept when you want to say that someone recognizes that

something is true, fair, or right. It is followed by a noun phrase or a that-

clause:

Our clients will never accept this proposal.

The great majority of landowners accept that they must obey the law.
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post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult. Here is some

advice about the noun and verb access:

Don’t use the preposition to after the verb access. Use a direct object:

✗ Anyone can access to the website.

✓ Anyone can access the website.

✗  The database allows you to access to the sales figures in a number of ways.

✓ The database allows you to access the sales figures in a number of ways.

Don’t confuse the verb access with the noun access: the noun is followed by

to:

Anyone can have access to the website.

Some groups still have difficulty gaining access to health care.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (http://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn

English (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390)

Facebook Page.

 (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-
access/email/)  Email this Post
(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-
access/email/)

You might like these related posts ...

Language tip of the week: information

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-information)

Language tip of the week: need

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-need-2)

Language tip of the week: consequence

Popular (#popular)

Posts by Author (#author)

Archive (#archive)

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/treasure-
hunt-2014)

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/learn/pragmatics2014.html)

Corpus linguistics in a MOOC –

the future of education?

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/corpus-

linguistics-in-a-mooc-the-future-of-

education)

Life skills tip of the week: ways

of offering something to

someone

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-

skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-

offering-something-to-someone)

Patterns of consonant doubling

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/patterns-

of-consonant-doubling)

Life skills tip of the week: ways

of saying ‘I don’t know’

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-

skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-

saying-i-dont-know)

Learning about pragmatics: a

useful life skill

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/learning-

Blog  Dictionary

any word

Posted by Liz Potter (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/author/elizabeth-
potter) on August (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/2012/08) 16, 2012

 (http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-
4b8291016ed0cb2f)

http://twitter.com/share
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips
http://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-access/email/
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-access/email/
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-information
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-need-2
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-consequence
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/treasure-hunt-2014
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/learn/pragmatics2014.html
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/corpus-linguistics-in-a-mooc-the-future-of-education
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-offering-something-to-someone
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/patterns-of-consonant-doubling
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-saying-i-dont-know
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/learning-about-pragmatics-a-useful-life-skill
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/author/elizabeth-potter
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/2012/08
http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-4b8291016ed0cb2f


Language tip of the week: actual

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language learners

more useful content from the Macmillan Dictionary

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) . These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners

often find difficult.

This week’s language tip helps with the word actual.

Don’t confuse actual with current or present. Actual is not used for

referring to things that are happening now or that exist now. Use current

or present to express these ideas:

✗ The actual law obliges every young man to do military service.

✓ The current law obliges every young man to do military service.

✓ The present law obliges every young man to do military service.

✗ They have to work together to improve the actual situation.

✓ They have to work together to improve the current situation.

✓ They have to work together to improve the present situation.

Actual is used for referring to what is really true or exact:

The reports cites 554 AIDS cases, with 2600 persons infected with HIV. But

officials concede that the actual number may be closer to 8000.

If you’d like to find out more about the word actual, and two other words

(eventual and important) which are often confused, read this MED

Magazine article (http://www.macmillandictionaries.com/MED-

Magazine/May2003/07-important-actual-eventual.htm) .
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Language tip of the week: advice

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult. Following some

useful comments about last week’s tip on how to remember whether to use c or

s in words like practice/-ise, here are some tips about using the noun advice:

Advice is an uncountable noun, so:

- it is never used in the plural

- it never comes after an or a number

✗  Naomi Wolf gave me a good advice in her book.

✓ Naomi Wolf gave me some good advice in her book.

✗  They were always there to give practical advices.

✓ They were always there to give practical advice.

Q: How can I refer to a single item of advice, rather than to advice in general?

A: Advice is mostly used on its own or with some.

If you’re worried about it, contact your doctor for advice.

I think you should get some advice from a professional.

You can also say a word of advice, a piece of advice, or (informally) a bit of

advice. But none of these expressions is common.

Don’t confuse advice (a noun) and advise (a verb):

✗  I would advice you to choose this company.

✓ I would advise you to choose this company.
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for more useful language tips.
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Language tip of the week: afford
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(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the verb afford:

Afford is never followed by a verb in the -ing form. Use an infinitive:

✗ What about people who cannot afford going to these kind of centres?

✓ What about people who cannot afford to go to these kind of centres?

✗ The army can afford buying up to 10 tanks a year.

✓ The army can afford to buy up to 10 tanks a year.
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for more useful language tips.
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Language tip of the week: agree

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult. Here is some

advice about the verb agree:

When you want to say that you approve of something or think it is the right thing

to do, use the pattern ‘agree with something‘ (not ‘agree something’):

✗ I don’t agree corporal punishment in schools.

✓ I don’t agree with corporal punishment in schools.

✗ I do not agree this policy.

✓ I do not agree with this policy.

You can also use the pattern agree with doing something:

✗ As a non-smoker, I agree banning smoking in public places.

✓ As a non-smoker, I agree with banning smoking in public places.

Don’t use the pattern ‘agree to something’ when you want to express this

meaning:

✗ I agree to this opinion to some extent.

✓ I agree with this opinion to some extent.

✗ I agree to construct a second railway link to the mainland.

✓ I agree with constructing a second railway link to the mainland.

To agree to something or agree to do something means that you will do

something that someone wants you to do:

Both sides agreed to some modifications in the proposals.

In the end I agreed to do the job.

Agree is sometimes used with a direct object. In this use, it means ‘to decide

something together’ and it is mainly used when talking about official decision-

making bodies and organizations.

Yesterday management and unions agreed a pay deal.

Ministers met to agree a strategy for tackling climate change.
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Language tip of the week:

American and British English

differences

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are based on areas of English which

learners often find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week we focus on American English

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/american-english) , and today’s post

highlights some key differences between American and British English

terms:

college / university

In the U.S., a college refers to a place where people study for their

bachelor’s degree (=first degree), whether the institution is a college, which

offers only bachelor’s degrees, or a university, which offers both bachelor’s

degrees and advanced degrees. When British speakers use the word

college, they usually mean a place where students over 18 are trained in a

particular subject or skill, earning a qualification that is not usually an

academic degree. Students in the U.K. who are studying for an academic

degree go to a university.

class / course / lesson

In both the U.S. and the U.K., a class is usually a group of students who

are learning together: Jill and I were in the same class in fifth grade. In the

U.S., you can also use class to mean a group of students who all finished

high school or college in a particular year: Tim was in the class of 1998. In

the U.S., class is also used to mean a course of instruction in a particular

subject: a class in business administration. The usual British word for this

is course: a course in business administration. Class can also mean one

of the periods in the school day when a group of students are taught: What

time is your next class? British speakers usually use lesson in this

meaning, but American speakers do not.

student / pupil / graduate / postgraduate

In the U.S., a student is anyone who is studying at an elementary school,

secondary school, or college. In the U.K., student means someone who is

studying at a college or university. A child in elementary school in the U.K.

is usually called a pupil. American speakers often use graduate student
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to refer to someone who has finished their bacherlor’s degree (=first

degree) and is studying for an advanced degree. In the U.K., you would

call this person a postgraduate.

+ the ‘trickiest word in American

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/the-trickiest-word-in-american) ’:

quite

When American speakers say quite, they usually mean “very”: We’ve

examined the figures quite thoroughly. In British English quite usually

means “fairly”: The movie was quite enjoyable, although some of the

acting was weak. Speakers of British English sometimes use quite to

mean “very,” but only before words with an extreme meaning: The whole

experience was quite amazing.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (http://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn

English (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390)

Facebook Page.
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Language tip of the week:

apologize

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language

learners more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) .

These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners

often find difficult.

This week’s language tip helps with ways in which you can apologize or accept

an apology.

Ways of apologizing

Sorry / I’m sorry:  the usual way of apologizing to someone you know well

I do apologize for… : a more polite and formal way of apologizing, used

especially when you feel responsible for something that someone else has

done

Excuse me: used when apologizing for something you did accidentally

I beg your pardon: a more formal way of apologizing for something you

did accidentally

I/We owe you an apology: used when you realize you have treated

someone badly, for example by blaming them for something that is not their

fault

Please accept my/our apologies: used when making a written or formal

apology

I/We regret…:  used when making an apology in an official announcement

Examples:

I’m sorry I’m late, Amy. I missed the train.  ♦  I’m sorry, I didn’t quite hear

what she said.

I do apologize for Julie’s behaviour. She’s normally so reliable.

Oh,  excuse me, I didn’t see you standing there.

I beg your pardon, I didn’t mean to interrupt.

We’ve discovered who the thief was, and it seems we  owe you an

apology.

We accept that this was the company’s fault and  ask you to accept our

sincere apologies.

My apologies if I have offended you in any way.

We regret to announce that tonight’s performance of ‘La Traviata’ has been

cancelled.

Ways of accepting an apology

That’s quite all right / There’s no need to apologize: used when telling
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* Required Fields Notify me of follow-up comments via email

someone that you do not mind what they have done

No problem: used when telling someone you know well that you do not

mind what they have done

Examples:

‘I’m sorry I’m late.’ ‘ That’s quite all right, I’ve only been waiting for a

minute.’  ♦  There’s no need to apologize, it was an easy mistake to make.

‘I’m sorry I can’t help you.’ ‘ No problem, I’ll ask Rory.’
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Language tip of the week: arrive

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the verb arrive:

The verb arrive is never used with the preposition to:

✗ He meets them at an inn before they arrive to the house.

✓ He meets them at an inn before they arrive at the house.

Arrive can be used with at or in:

▪  you arrive at a building (such as an airport or restaurant)

…the scene in which Robyn arrives at the factory for the first time

▪  you arrive in a geographical location (such as a city or country)

A delegation of senior French ministers will arrive in London today.

▪  you can also use arrive at in a figurative way, meaning ‘to reach a

particular goal or point in a process’

Quite independently, we all arrived at the same conclusion.

The court will arrive at a final decision next week.

Note that with the word home, no preposition is used:

✗ When they finally arrive at home, all they want to do is sleep.

✓ When they finally arrive home, all they want to do is sleep.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets
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Language tip of the week: ask

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the verb ask:

The verb ask is never used with the preposition to. It takes a direct

personal object, so you can:

ask someone something

ask someone what / where / why / how etc

✗ The speaker asks to the men how many children they have.

✓ The speaker asks the men how many children they have.

✗ It is an interesting question that every European should ask to himself.

✓ It is an interesting question that every European should ask himself.

✗ Airport security staff might ask to the passengers where they are going.

✓ Airport security staff might ask the passengers where they are going.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily
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English/146340358782390)  Facebook Page.

 (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-
ask/email/)  Email this Post
(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-
ask/email/)

You might like these related posts ...

Language tip of the week: responsibility

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-

responsibility)

Popular (#popular)

Posts by Author (#author)

Archive (#archive)

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/treasure-
hunt-2014)

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/learn/pragmatics2014.html)

Corpus linguistics in a MOOC –

the future of education?

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/corpus-

linguistics-in-a-mooc-the-future-of-

education)

Life skills tip of the week: ways

of offering something to

someone

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-

skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-

offering-something-to-someone)

Patterns of consonant doubling

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/patterns-

of-consonant-doubling)

Life skills tip of the week: ways

of saying ‘I don’t know’

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-

skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-

saying-i-dont-know)

Learning about pragmatics: a

useful life skill

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/learning-

Blog  Dictionary

any word

Posted by Kerstin Johnson
(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/author/kerstin-johnson) on March
(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/2014/03) 06, 2014

 (http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-
4b8291016ed0cb2f)

http://twitter.com/share
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips
https://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-ask/email/
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-ask/email/
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-responsibility
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/treasure-hunt-2014
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/learn/pragmatics2014.html
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/corpus-linguistics-in-a-mooc-the-future-of-education
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-offering-something-to-someone
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/patterns-of-consonant-doubling
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-saying-i-dont-know
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/learning-about-pragmatics-a-useful-life-skill
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/author/kerstin-johnson
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/2014/03
http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-4b8291016ed0cb2f


Language tip of the week: at/in

the end

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult. This week’s tip is

about confusion between the very similar phrases  at the end and in the end.

People often confuse the phrases at the end and in the end.

In the end is similar to finally or eventually. Use it when you are saying what

happens finally, after everything has been thought about or discussed:

✗ He had promised to share his prize, but at the end he didn’t.

✓ He had promised to share his prize, but in the end he didn’t.

In an ideal world, teenagers would talk openly to their parents who would

in the end respect their child’s decision.

At the end means in the final part of an event or period of time, and it is mainly

used in the pattern at the end of.

Remember to say goodbye and thank-you at the end of the interview.

The band arrives back in London today, at the end of a 20-day, 19-

concert, European tour.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (http://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn
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Facebook Page.
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Language tip of the week: avoid

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the verb avoid:

Avoid is never used with an infinitive. It is followed by a verb in the -ing

form:

✗ Avoid to use long quotations unless really necessary.

✓ Avoid using long quotations unless really necessary.

✗ A survey has found that most smokers would avoid to eat out if smoking

were banned.

✓ A survey has found that most smokers would avoid eating out if

smoking were banned.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (https://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn

English (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390)

Facebook Page.
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Language tip of the week:

avoiding sexist language

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult.

To mark International Women’s Day

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Women%27s_Day) , this week’s

language tips are about how to avoid the offence that may be caused by the use

of sexist language.

Ms can be used as a title for all women, whether they are married or not.

Mrs is usually only used for married women who have the same family

name as their husband. Miss is used as a title for unmarried women, and

sometimes married women who did not change their name when they got

married, but many women now consider this old-fashioned and prefer to

use Ms as their title.

People sometimes say girl to refer to a young adult woman, but this use

may cause offence. Avoid using girl if it would seem wrong to use boy

about a young man of the same age. Do not use girl about an adult

woman.

Man and mankind are sometimes used to refer to humans in general,

including both men and women. However, many people think that this use

suggests that women are not included, or that men are more important than

women. To avoid causing offence, you can use words and expressions

such as humans, human beings, people, humanity, or the human

race.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.
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Language tip of the week: baby

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with talking and writing about having a baby:

talking about a baby

unborn child or foetus medical a baby when it is developing in its

mother’s body:

There is strong evidence that smoking can affect the unborn child.

newborn a baby who was born very recently

infant a baby who is too young to walk or talk

talking about being pregnant

pregnancy the time when a woman has a baby developing in her body:

It was an easy pregnancy. ♦ Maria felt sick throughout her pregnancy.

be having a baby or going to have a baby to be pregnant:

She’s having another baby in the autumn.

be expecting (informal) to be pregnant:

Did you know that Sarah is expecting?

antenatal used for describing medical care that is given to women who are

pregnant:

I’ve got an appointment at the antenatal clinic tomorrow.

maternity relating to the period before and just after a baby is born:

maternity clothes ♦ six months’ maternity leave

when a baby is born

birth the process of being born

delivery the process of helping a woman with the birth of her baby:

an easy delivery ♦ the delivery room

labour the period of giving birth, from the time a woman starts feeling pains

until the time the baby is born

contractions or labour pains the pains that a woman feels while giving

birth

midwife someone who is trained to help women give birth

caesarean a medical operation to deliver a baby by making a cut in the

woman’s stomach

miscarriage the birth of a baby before it has developed enough to stay

alive

premature used for describing a baby who is born before the usual time

stillbirth a birth in which the baby is born dead
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Language tip of the week: bare

synonyms

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2013/05/95250_Imagesource.jpg) In this weekly post, we bring

more useful content from the Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which learners find difficult,

e.g. spelling, grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with key adjectives and adverbs used to

describe ‘not wearing any or a particular type of clothes’:

bare (adjective) a part of your body that is bare is not covered by any

clothes. When someone is not wearing any clothes at all, they are naked

or nude:

She wore a low-necked dress and her arms were bare. ♦ It’s better to do

yoga in bare feet.

barefoot (adjective/adverb) without any shoes or socks on:

dancing barefoot in the sand

naked (adjective) not wearing any clothes:

a drawing of a naked woman

stark naked completely naked:

She stood there stark naked.

half-naked:

The half-naked body was found on the river bank.

naked to the waist not wearing clothes on the top part of the body

nude (adjective) not wearing clothes

in the nude (phrase) with no clothes on:

There were pictures of people in the nude.

undressed (adjective) not wearing any clothes

I was still undressed when the police rang the doorbell.

get undressed (phrase):

I got undressed and got into the bath.

topless (adjective) a woman who is topless is not wearing clothes on the

upper part of her body:

a topless dancer
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go topless (phrase):

I’d never go topless, not even on holiday.

full-frontal (adjective) shown or seen from the front, wearing no clothes:

a full-frontal view of a nude model

unclothed (adjective; mainly literary) not wearing any clothing

au naturel (adverb; humorous) wearing no clothes:

sunbathing au naturel

a state of undress (phrase; formal) a state of not wearing any clothes, or

wearing very few clothes

She found him in a state of undress.
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Language tip of the week:

beginning

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we’ll bring to English language

learners useful content from the Macmillan Dictionary

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) . These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, etc) which learners often find

difficult.

This week’s language tip is about beginnings …

Don’t confuse these two phrases:

▪  at the beginning

▪  in the beginning

At the beginning is used to refer to the start or first part of something. It is

usually followed by of.

In the beginning means ‘at first’, and it usually suggests a contrast with a

later situation. It is not usually followed by of.

✗ Children are still in the beginning of their lives.

✓ Children are still at the beginning of their lives.

✗ In the beginning of the last century, thousands of people left Sweden in

search of a new life.

✓ At the beginning of the last century, thousands of people left Sweden in

search of a new life.

✗ At the beginning, computers were only used for the organization of

information.

✓ In the beginning, computers were only used for the organization of

information.

✗ At the beginning, human beings had a very primitive way of life, living in

caves.

✓ In the beginning, human beings had a very primitive way of life, living in

caves.

Note that the correct spelling is beginning: it has a double ‘n’ and only one

‘g’:

✗ In the begining the main energy source was wood.

✓ In the beginning the main energy source was wood.
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Language tip of the week:

behaviour

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary to English language learners. These tips are

based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find

difficult. Here is some advice about using the noun

behaviour:

Behaviour is usually an uncountable noun, so it is rarely used in the plural:

✗ Parents should be able to prevent their children’s crimes or bad behaviours.

✓ Parents should be able to prevent their children’s crimes or bad behaviour.

✗ The media often encourage violence and aggressive behaviours.

✓ The media often encourage violence and aggressive behaviour.

The plural form ‘behaviours’ is a specialized term used in fields such as

psychology, social science, and education. This use is much less common than

the uncountable use:

In this chapter, we discuss strategies for dealing with the problem behaviours

of young children.
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Language tip of the week: bit

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are based on areas of English which

learners often find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week some advice about bit:

The expressions a bit and a little bit, when used before an adjective or

adverb, are used mainly in informal English. To express the same meaning

in written text, you can use any of the following:

▪  a little

▪  slightly

▪  rather

▪  somewhat

✗ Public service television seems to be a bit more serious, more based

on facts.

✓ Public service television seems to be a little more serious, more based

on facts.

✓ Public service television seems to be slightly/rather/somewhat more

serious, more based on facts.

✗ That would improve the situation a little bit.

✓ That would improve the situation somewhat/a little.

✗ Words can diverge a bit from their literary meaning according to the

context.

✓ Words can diverge somewhat/slightly from their literary meaning

according to the context.
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Language tip of the week: breath

vs breathe

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) Language

learners may have already discovered our new Learn

English (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-

English/146340358782390) Facebook Page and

@MacLearnEnglish

(http://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) Twitter feed, which

feature those very essential red words taken from the

Macmillan Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) .

In this weekly microblog, we’ll bring to English language learners even more

useful content from the dictionary. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) will be based on areas

of English (e.g. spelling, grammar, collocation, etc) which learners often find

difficult.

This week: breath vs breathe

Don’t confuse breath (a noun) and breathe (a verb).

Breath is pronounced /breθ/

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/pronunciation/british/breath) and means

‘the air that goes in and out of your body through your nose or mouth’:

I could smell whisky on his breath.

Breathe is pronounced /briːð/

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/pronunciation/british/breathe) and

means ‘to take air into your lungs through your nose or mouth and let it out

again’:

✗ Without plants, we could scarcely breath.

✓ Without plants, we could scarcely breathe.

✗ These children have to breath contaminated air.

✓ These children have to breathe contaminated air.

Would you like to improve your English more by looking at similar examples?

Check the spelling and listen to the pronunciation of these noun/verb pairs:

bath (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/bath) / bathe

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/bathe) 

cloth (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/cloth) / clothe

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/clothe) 

sheath (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/sheath) /

sheathe (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/sheathe) 
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Language tip of the week:

capability

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult. Following the

previous language tip (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-

the-week-possibility) about the patterns that follow the noun possibility, here are

some more patterns for nouns that end in -ility.

The noun capability can be followed by an infinitive or by the pattern of

doing something:

✓ The train has the capability to reach speeds of over 200 miles an hour.

✓ He has the capability of becoming an excellent teacher.

The noun ability can be followed by an infinitive but not by the pattern of

doing something:

✗ Tiredness can seriously impair your ability of driving.

✓ Tiredness can seriously impair your ability to drive.

The noun feasibility can be followed by the pattern of doing something

but not by the infinitive:

✗ There will be an investigation into the feasibility to build a new bridge.

✓ There will be an investigation into the feasibility of building a new

bridge.

More language tips
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(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.
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Language tip of the week: capable

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary to English language learners. These tips are

based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find

difficult. Here is some advice about the patterns that follow

the adjective capable:

 The adjective capable is never followed by an infinitive. Use the pattern

capable of doing something:

✗ Both sexes are capable to do military service.

✓ Both sexes are capable of doing military service.

✗ A university graduate is expected to be capable to cope with such a

situation.

✓ A university graduate is expected to be capable of coping with such a

situation.

Note that the adjective incapable is used in exactly the same way:

The city’s road system is incapable of handling the current volume of traffic.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (http://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn
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Facebook Page.
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Language tip of the week:

Christmas words – part 1

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2013/12/85226_PhotoDisc_Getty-

Images_Linda-Bronson.jpg) In this weekly post, we bring

more useful content from the Macmillan Dictionary to

English language learners. These tips are usually based

on areas of English which learners find difficult, e.g.

spelling, grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week, we look at some Christmas vocabulary.

The word Christmas

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/stories-behind-words-christmas-noel-and-

yule) refers both to 25 December, celebrated by Christians as the day that Jesus

Christ was born and the period before and after 25 December. Here are some

more useful terms to know when talking about the festive season:

Xmas (noun) an informal name for Christmas

Crimbo (noun) (British) an informal name for Christmas

Yule (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/stories-behind-words-

christmas-noel-and-yule) (noun) an old word meaning ‘Christmas’

Yuletide (noun) an old word meaning the period of time around Christmas

Noel (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/stories-behind-words-

christmas-noel-and-yule) or Noël (noun) a word which refers to Christmas

and is used in Christmas songs and on cards

Christmas Eve (noun) the day or evening before Christmas Day

Christmas Day (noun) 25 December, celebrated by Christians as the day

that Jesus Christ was born

Boxing Day (noun) the first day after Christmas Day, which is a public

holiday in the UK and Canada

Advent (noun) in the Christian religion, the four-week period before

Christmas Day

Advent calendar (noun) a picture, usually of a Christmas scene, with a

series of 24 hidden pictures behind it. Children open one part of the main

picture to see one of the hidden pictures each day during Advent.

Christmas box (noun) (British) a small present or amount of money given

at Christmas to someone who delivers things to your house such as the

postman

Christmas cake (noun) (British) a heavy fruit cake eaten at Christmas in

the UK

Christmas card (noun) a card that you send to your friends and family at

Christmas
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Christmas carol (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/stories-behind-

words-carol) (noun) a traditional song sung at Christmas

Christmas cracker (noun) (British) a tube of coloured paper wrapped

round a small present for Christmas. It makes a sudden sharp noise when

two people pull it apart.

Christmas dinner (noun) a traditional meal eaten at Christmas, in the UK

often consisting of turkey with vegetables, followed by a heavy fruit

pudding called Christmas pudding

Christmas pudding (noun) (British) a sweet food made with dried fruits

and spices (=substances that flavour food), eaten at Christmas

Christmas stocking (noun) a large sock that children hang on their bed

the night before Christmas that is filled with presents while they sleep

Christmas tree (noun) a tree that you cover with lights and other

decorations at Christmas. Christmas presents are often placed under the

tree.

Father Christmas (British) an imaginary old man with a long white beard

and red clothes who brings children their Christmas presents

Santa Claus or Santa an imaginary man with a long white beard and a red

suit who brings presents for children at Christmas

Check out the Macmillan Dictionary & Thesaurus for more terms relating to

important days in the Christian calendar

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/thesaurus-category/british/Important-days-in-

the-Christian-calendar) .
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Language tip of the week: clean

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with other ways of

saying clean:

wash to clean something using water and sometimes soap

Mum was outside washing the car. ♦ Go and wash your hands before

dinner.

wipe to clean a surface such as a table, window, or shelf using a cloth,

especially a slightly wet cloth

A bartender was slowly wiping the counter.

mop to clean a floor using water, soap, and a mop (=a cleaning tool with a

long handle)

Don’t walk over the floor after I’ve mopped it.

brush to rub something with a brush in order to remove dirt, dried mud,

dust etc. You also brush your teeth using a toothbrush, toothpaste, and

water

Brush your teeth after every meal. ♦ Ben was brushing mud off his jacket.

scrub to clean something by rubbing it hard, using a stiff brush with soap

and water

It’s going to be hard to scrub that saucepan clean.

sweep to clean a floor, a set of stairs, or a pavement using a brush with a

long handle

We scrubbed the kitchen floor and swept the hall.

dust to remove dust from furniture, shelves, and other surfaces, using a

soft cloth

I hardly ever dust the bedrooms.

cleanse to clean your skin thoroughly, often using a special liquid or cream

Gently cleanse the wound and apply a loose bandage.
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Language tip of the week: colour

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

microblog, we bring to English language learners more

useful content from the Macmillan Dictionary

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) . These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult.

This week’s language tip helps with talking about colour.

general

shade one of the different types of a particular colour, especially when

describing how dark or light it is: a deep shade of red ♦ subtle shades of

blue and green

tone one of the different types of a particular colour: a delicate pink tone ♦

eye shadow in tones of green and brown

-ish used with colours to make adjectives describing things that looks a bit

like that colour: reddish hair

dark colours

dark used for describing colours that look more like black than like white:

dark green trousers ♦ I think the colour on the walls is far too dark.

deep used for describing dark colours, especially when they look

attractive: lovely deep blue eyes

rich used for describing dark colours that look beautiful and expensive: rich

brown velvet

sombre dark in a way that seems suitable for a serious occasion or use:

The men were wearing sombre suits and black ties.

bright colours

bright strong and noticeable: bright yellow paint

vibrant bright in a way that looks exciting: curtains in vibrant shades of red

colourful brightly coloured, or having a lot of bright colours: wonderfully

colourful saris

loud bright in a way that you think looks silly or ugly: He tends to wear silk

shirts and loud ties.

gaudy very brightly coloured, especially in a way that you think shows bad

taste: Look at those gaudy purple sunglasses!

garish very brightly coloured, especially in a way that you think does not

look attractive: garish reds and bright yellows

pale colours

pale like white with a small amount of a colour mixed in: pale grey feathers

light pale rather than dark: Light colours work best in north-facing rooms. ♦

a light blue shirt

pastel pale in a soft and attractive way: used also as a noun referring to a

pastel colour or something of such a colour: summer dresses in pastel
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shades ♦ She often wears pastels. ♦ pastel pink

faded used for describing something that is pale because it has been

washed a lot or because it has been affected by light or the sun: faded blue

jeans ♦ The paintwork was faded in places.
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Language tip of the week: commit

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult.

This week’s language tip is about how to spell the inflections of verbs like

commit.

Don’t write the -ed and -ing forms of commit with only one ‘t’. The correct

spellings are committed and committing:

✗ His wife went mad and commited suicide.

✓ His wife went mad and committed suicide.

✗ Take a little time to think before commiting yourself.

✓ Take a little time to think before committing yourself.

The reason why the t is doubled in the -ed and -ing forms is that the stress

falls on the final syllable of the verb in its infinitive form: commit.

The same rule applies to other verbs ending in ‘t’ where the stress falls on

the final syllable: permit; admit; submit.

When the stress does not fall on the final syllable, the -ed and -ing forms

are spelled with one ‘t’: limit; edit; prohibit.

Don’t spell commit with only one ‘m’:

✗ A crime is comitted because the perpetrators want to attract attention.

✓ A crime is committed because the perpetrators want to attract attention.
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Language tip of the week:

consequence
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(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with common collocations of the noun

consequence:

Adjectives frequently used with the noun consequence

▪  dire, disastrous, fatal, inevitable, serious, tragic, unforeseen, unfortunate

Verbs frequently used with the noun consequence

▪  accept, consider, face, suffer, take

More language tips
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Language tip of the week: contact

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult. Here is some

advice about using the noun contact:

When contact means ‘communication between people, countries, or

organizations’, it is usually an uncountable noun, so

▪  it is hardly ever used in the plural

▪  it never comes after a or a number

✗ They live in an isolated place and have no contacts with the outside world.

✓ They live in an isolated place and have no contact with the outside world.

✗ You can only get a feel for the language by having a constant contact with

native English speakers.

✓ You can only get a feel for the language by having constant contact with

native English speakers.

Contact can also be a countable noun when it means ‘someone you know who

can help you’:

She used to teach in Japan, and she has a lot of useful contacts in universities

there.
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Language tip of the week:

contribute
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(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the verb contribute:

Don’t use a verb in the infinitive after contribute. Use the pattern

contribute to doing something:

✗ Technology has contributed to improve our lives.

✓ Technology has contributed to improving our lives.

✗ A positive aspect of education is that it contributes to confirm one’s

identity.

✓ A positive aspect of education is that it contributes to confirming one’s

identity.

You can also use the pattern contribute to something:

Technology has contributed to improvements in our lives.
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Language tip of the week: control

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language learners

more useful content from the Macmillan Dictionary

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) . These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, etc) which learners often find

difficult.

This week’s language tip is about collocation and control …

The noun control is sometimes followed by of and sometimes by over.

The choice of preposition depends on the verb that comes before control.

In these expressions, always use the preposition of (not ‘over’):

▪  take control of

▪  lose control of

▪  be/feel in control of something

✗ Man has always tried to take control over nature.

✓ Man has always tried to take control of nature.

✗ He drove too fast and lost control over his van.

✓ He drove too fast and lost control of his van.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (http://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn

English (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390)

Facebook Page.

For more help with collocations, check out the Macmillan Collocations

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionaries.com/about/collocations-dictionary/) .
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Language tip of the week: Corp.

or corps?

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring English language learners useful tips on

tricky areas of the language. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find

difficult. This week’s language tip is about the differences in pronunciation

between Corp. and corps.

Here in the UK, there is a long-running news story involving Rupert Murdoch

and his news empire.  The name of Mr Murdoch’s empire is ‘News Corporation’

and is commonly shortened to ‘News Corp. (http://www.newscorp.com/) ’, Corp.

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/Corp) being the accepted

shortening of the word corporation

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/corporation) . There is

extensive coverage of this story on the radio and television and I have noticed

that some of the newsreaders are having a little bit of trouble pronouncing this

shortened word.

One of the many interesting things about the English language is how influenced

it is by other languages.  There is a word corps

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/corps) , which derives from

the French word for body and is pronounced like the English word core

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/core) .  Both corps and

corpse (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/corpse) derive from

the same Latin root, corpus, meaning ‘body’; but we also commonly use corps

itself to refer to a ‘body’ of people working together (although corps actually

comes via the French corps d’armée).  Examples are army corps, diplomatic

corps and press corps.  Perhaps this is where the confusion over ‘News Corp.’

stems from.  Even though the term press corps is in common usage, ‘News

Corp.’ should most definitely have a ‘p’ sound at the end, as it refers to the word

corporation and not the word corps.
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Language tip of the week:

criterion

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary to English language learners. These tips are

based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find

difficult. Here is some advice about the noun criterion:

The plural form of criterion is criteria:

✗ Decisions on whether to close schools are based on three criterions: (a)

financial saving; (b) condition of the buildings; (c) educational provision.

✓Decisions on whether to close schools are based on three criteria: (a)

financial saving; (b) condition of the buildings; (c) educational provision.

People often confuse the singular and plural forms of this word, so if you need to

use it in the singular be careful to use the correct form:

✗ The only criteria for being accepted on the course is that you should have a

bachelor’s degree in a relevant subject.

✓The only criterion for being accepted on the course is that you should have a

bachelor’s degree in a relevant subject.

Criterion is a word of Greek origin, which is why it has this unusual plural.

Another similar word is phenomenon, whose plural is phenomena.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (http://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn

English (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390)

Facebook Page.
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Language tip of the week: damage

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the noun damage:

When damage means ‘harm or injury’ it is an uncountable noun, and so:

▪  it is never used in the plural

▪  it never comes after a or a number

✗ These toxins can cause damages to the lungs and brains.

✓ These toxins can cause damage to the lungs and brains.

✗ They should consider the serious damages that their decisions may

cause.

✓ They should consider the serious damage that their decisions may

cause.

✗ A great damage has been done to agriculture, forests, and people’s

health.

✓ Great damage has been done to agriculture, forests, and people’s

health.

The plural form damages is a specialized legal term meaning ‘money that

a court orders you to pay someone because you have harmed them or their

property’.

Mr Galloway was awarded substantial damages.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (https://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn

English (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390)

Facebook Page.
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Language tip of the week:

dependent

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language

learners more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) .

These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners

often find difficult.

This week’s language tip helps with the word dependent.

The usual preposition to use with dependent is on, not of:

✗ Women in those times were totally dependent of their husbands.

✓ Women in those times were totally dependent on their husbands.

✗ The organization of a society is largely dependent of its economic

system.

✓ The organization of a society is largely dependent on its economic

system.

You can also use the preposition upon, but this is much less frequent than

on, and it sounds very formal.

Don’t confuse dependent (an adjective) and dependant (a noun).

✗ society’s stereotypes of women as weak, passive and dependant

individuals

✓ society’s stereotypes of women as weak, passive and dependent

individuals

A dependant is someone, such as a child or older person, who depends

on their relatives for care, food etc:

special allowances for women who have to give up work to look after

elderly dependants

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (http://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn
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Facebook Page.
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Language tip of the week: desire

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are based on areas of English which

learners often find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week some advice about the noun desire:

When the noun desire is followed by a verb, use the infinitive (not the

pattern ‘desire of doing something’):

✗ A child without a ‘real’ father might have a desire of knowing who his

father was.

✓ A child without a ‘real’ father might have a desire to know who his

father was.

✗ Our parents and grandparents had the desire of creating a better world

for future generations.

✓ Our parents and grandparents had the desire to create a better world

for future generations.

When the noun desire is followed by another noun, use the pattern desire

for something (not ‘desire of something’):

✗ It’s not money itself that causes evil, it’s the desire of money.

✓ It’s not money itself that causes evil, it’s the desire for money.

✗ Hatred and the desire of revenge brought one man to kill his brother.

✓ Hatred and the desire for revenge brought one man to kill his brother.
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(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.
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Language tip of the week: develop

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult. This week’s

language tip is about how to spell the inflections of develop.

Don’t write the -ed and -ing forms of develop with a double ‘p’. The correct

spellings are developed and developing:

✗ We live in a world where everything is developping rapidly.

✓ We live in a world where everything is developing rapidly.

Don’t spell develop with a final ‘e’ (or development with an ‘e’ in the middle):

✗ As technology developes, we may find better solutions to diseases such as

AIDS.

✓ As technology develops, we may find better solutions to diseases such as

AIDS.
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Language tip of the week: each

other

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the spelling of

the pronoun each other:

Each other is written as two separate words, not as one word:

✗ We must be able to communicate and understand eachother.

✓ We must be able to communicate and understand each other.

✗ They always enjoyed eachother’s company.

✓ They always enjoyed each other’s company.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets
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Facebook Page.
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Language tip of the week: Easter

words

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2013/03/18039_Corbis.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary to English language learners. These tips are

usually based on areas of English which learners find

difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar, collocation, synonyms,

etc.

This week, we look at some Easter vocabulary.

Easter is a movable feast

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/movable-feast) . The term

itself describes a Sunday in March or April when Christians celebrate the time

when Jesus Christ died then returned to life according to the Bible. It also refers

to the holiday period that includes Easter day. Here are some more useful terms

to know:

Easter egg (noun)

1 a chocolate egg that you give to someone as a present at Easter

2 an egg that children decorate in celebration of Easter

Cultural note: Children often go on Easter egg hunts to find eggs that

have been hidden around their home by the Easter bunny.

Easter Sunday (noun)

the Sunday in March or April that Easter is celebrated on

Lent (noun)

the period of 40 days before Easter, starting on Ash Wednesday, when

some Christians stop eating or doing something that they enjoy

Holy Week (noun)

in the Christian religion, the week before Easter Sunday

Palm Sunday (noun)

the Sunday before Easter, when Christians remember Christ’s journey to

Jerusalem before he died

Maundy Thursday (noun)

the Thursday before Easter when Christians celebrate the last supper of

Jesus Christ
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Good Friday (noun)

the Friday before Easter, which Christians remember as the day that Jesus

Christ died

Passion play (noun)

a play about the death of Jesus Christ according to the Bible, often

performed at Easter

hot cross bun (noun)

a sweet cake for one person, marked with a small cross on the top and

traditionally eaten at Easter

simnel cake (noun) (British)

a type of cake containing dried fruit, traditionally eaten at Easter

Check out the Macmillan Dictionary & Thesaurus for more terms relating to

important days in the Christian calendar

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/thesaurus-category/british/Important-days-in-

the-Christian-calendar) .
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Language tip of the week: eat

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with other ways of

saying eat:

have breakfast/lunch/dinner to eat a particular meal:

Have you had breakfast yet? ♦ He phoned while we were having lunch.

have something to eat to eat something or to have a meal:

We’ll stop and have something to eat when we get to Newcastle.

snack/have a snack to eat something small between your main meals:

We usually have a drink and a snack around 11. ♦ No snacking on the bus,

kids!

grab a bite (to eat) (informal) to eat a snack or small meal when you do

not have much time:

Maybe we could grab a bite at Charlie’s before the film.

eat up to finish all the food you have been given:

Eat up! There’s plenty more.

nibble (at) to take very small bites from your food:

She nibbled at her sandwich politely, waiting for the others to arrive.

chew (on) to use your teeth to break food up slowly in your mouth:

He was chewing on a piece of celery.

munch/munch at to eat something noisily and enthusiastically:

The kids were munching crisps in front of the TV.

stuff yourself (informal) to eat so much that you feel ill or uncomfortable:

I’m not surprised you feel sick, the way you stuffed yourself last night.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily

tweets @MacLearnEnglish (https://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish)  or visit

our Learn English (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-

English/146340358782390)  Facebook Page.
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Language tip of the week:

economic and economical

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary to English language learners. These tips are

based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find

difficult. Here is some advice about the adjectives

economic and economical:

People often confuse economic and economical.

Use economical to describe methods, products, machines etc that are not

expensive or do not waste money or other resources:

✗ They want people to buy more economic cars.

✓ They want people to buy more economical cars.

✗ Email is an efficient and economic way of contacting a large number of

people.

✓ Email is an efficient and economical way of contacting a large number of

people.

Use economic to describe things that are related to the economy of a country

and how well it is performing:

✗ a long period of economical growth

✓ a long period of economic growth

✗ a serious economical crisis

✓ a serious economic crisis

The related adverb for both adjectives is economically:

help for some of the country’s most economically depressed communities

The average domestic heating system could be run much more economically.

More language tips
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(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.
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any word
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Language tip of the week: every

one or everyone?

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary to English language learners. These tips are

based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find

difficult. Here is some advice about  every one and

everyone, as well as other pronouns starting with every:

Don’t confuse every one (two words) and everyone (one word):

✗ It is useful for every one to watch the news.

✓ It is useful for everyone to watch the news.

Every one means ‘each one’:

The government signed 453 treaties with the Native Americans and broke

every one.

Everyone has the same meaning as everybody, and means ‘all people’.

Walking benefits everyone.

Every one is often followed by of:

It will require the support of every one of you.

Most of the pronouns that start with every are written as one word: everyone,

everything, everybody, everywhere. The exception is every time, which is

always written as two words:

✗ Having a child changes every thing in a couple’s life.

✓ Having a child changes everything in a couple’s life.

✗ Everytime I see the prisoners, it reminds me of animals kept in captivity.

✓ Every time I see the prisoners, it reminds me of animals kept in captivity.
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Language tip of the week: every

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary to English language learners. These tips are

based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find

difficult. Here is some advice about using the pronoun

every:

The pronoun every is usually used with a singular noun:

✗ Every people has the right to live without fear of crime.

✓ Every person has the right to live without fear of crime.

✗ You can’t blame the parents for every mistakes of their children.

✓ You can’t blame the parents for every mistake of their children.

However, plural nouns are used in these patterns, for talking about how often

something happens:

▪  every few + plural noun

▪  every + number + plural noun

He pulled out his watch every few seconds.

On average, we meet for three hours every ten days.

If something happens each day, you say that it happens every day:

In the dry season, they move camp every day.

You can find advice about the differences between every day and everyday

here (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-actual-2) .
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Language tip of the week:

everyday

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary to English language learners. These tips are

based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find

difficult. Here is some advice about using two very similar

expressions, every day and everyday:

Don’t confuse every day (two words) with everyday (one word).

Every day is used as an adverb and means ‘each day’:

✗ Technology is advancing everyday.

✓ Technology is advancing every day.

✗ Everyday, when they go back home, the first thing they do is turn on the TV.

✓ Every day, when they go back home, the first thing they do is turn on the TV.

Everyday is an adjective meaning ‘common or normal’, and it always comes

before the noun:

✗ When people are in love they are able to leave every day life behind.

✓ When people are in love they are able to leave everyday life behind.
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Language tip of the week: exciting

synonyms

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip gives useful advice on the adjective excited:

Adjectives for describing things that make someone feel excited:

exciting making you feel excited and enthusiastic:

This is the most exciting project I’ve ever worked on. ♦ an exciting

opportunity ♦ Most people find New York very exciting.

thrilling extremely exciting, often used about sporting events:

France lost to Wales 34–33 in a thrilling match in Paris.

exhilarating making you feel happy, excited, and full of energy:

I spent an exhilarating day cruising the river. ♦ an exhausting but

exhilarating climb

gripping very exciting and interesting, used especially about books, films,

sporting events etc that are so exciting that you can’t stop reading or

watching them:

A crowd of 8000 witnessed the gripping final chapter of a remarkable

contest. ♦ a gripping account of the disaster

dramatic exciting and interesting, often used about sporting events that

are very exciting, especially at the end:

His side lost 6–1 in a remarkable game with a dramatic finale.

Frequent collocations

Nouns frequently used with thrilling:

battle, climax, contest, end, ending, final, finish, game, match, victory

Nouns frequently used with gripping:

account, drama, episode, story, tale

Nouns frequently used with dramatic:

end, ending, final, finale, finish, victory
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Language tip of the week: false

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with other ways of

saying false:

imitation made to look like something else, usually something more

expensive:

imitation leather

artificial made to have the same features or do the same job as something

else that exists naturally:

artificial cream/sweeteners/flavourings

fake made to look like something valuable or important, often in a way that

is meant to trick people:

fake jewellery or fur

forged made to look exactly like something valuable or important and used

illegally to trick people:

a forged signature/passport/painting

counterfeit made to look exactly like something valuable or important and

used illegally to trick people, especially illegally produced money:

counterfeit currency/traveller’s cheques

phoney (informal) used for describing behaviour and emotions that are not

natural or sincere:

He didn’t fool anyone with that phoney Italian accent.

bogus (informal) false and used for tricking people or pretending to be

somebody you are not:

a bogus repairman, bogus auto parts

pirate used for describing copies of things such as books or videos that

have been made and sold illegally:

They were caught selling pirate copies of the album.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog
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Language tip of the week: few

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the

determiner few:

Don’t use a singular noun or an uncountable noun after few. Always use a

plural noun:

✗ Few restaurant owner are satisfied, and most object to this regulation.

✓ Few restaurant owners are satisfied, and most object to this regulation.

With uncountable nouns, use little (not few):

✗ TV, video and computer games leave few space for dreaming and

imagination.

✓ TV, video and computer games leave little space for dreaming and

imagination.

✗ Poverty is when a country has very few food.

✓ Poverty is when a country has very little food.

Don’t confuse few and little with a few and a little:

✗ Criminals can get permission to leave the prison for few days on holiday.

✓ Criminals can get permission to leave the prison for a few days on

holiday.

✗ An e-mail will be received in few minutes.

✓ An e-mail will be received in a few minutes.

Few and little generally have a negative meaning, referring to amounts

that are smaller than you would like them to be:

At that time, there were few women in management positions.

In the UK, little work of any description seems to have been done on

human behaviour.

A few and a little simply refer to a small amount or number:

We’re having a few friends over for dinner.

The majority of injuries are superficial and, with a little care, heal quickly.
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Language tip of the week: films

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2013/05/86181_ImageSource.jpg) In this weekly post, we bring

more useful content from the Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which learners find difficult,

e.g. spelling, grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with key words which are used for talking or

writing about films.

Types of film

thriller: a film with an exciting story that often involves a crime

horror film: a film that tries to make the audience very scared

comedy: a film that tries to make the audience laugh

romantic comedy: a type of film that combines a love story with a comedy

drama: any serious film

costume drama: a historical film

sci-fi film: a film that is set in the future and deals with imaginary scientific

developments

animated film: a film in which the characters are drawn, made by

computer, or made from models

cartoon: a short humorous film in which the characters are drawn

Places where you see films

cinema: the place where you go to see films. The usual American word is

movie theater.

pictures: (informal old-fashioned) the cinema

multiplex: a cinema with many screens

People who work in films

director: the person who is responsible for the artistic aspects of a film

producer: the person who is responsible for the business aspects of

making a film

star: a famous film actor

Other vocabulary

trailer: a series of short sections of a film that are shown to advertise it
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soundtrack: the music that accompanies a film

credits: a list of the people involved in making a film, shown at the

beginning or end of it

Check out the Macmillan Dictionary & Thesaurus for more terms relating to

films and types of films (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/thesaurus-

category/british/Films-and-types-of-film) .

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (https://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn

English (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390)

Facebook Page.
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Language tip of the week: fulfil

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult. Here is some

advice about spelling the verb fulfil:

The verb fulfil has only one ‘l’ in the middle (unlike the adjective full, which has

a double ‘l’).

✗ Life is too short to enable man to fullfil his dreams.

✓ Life is too short to enable man to fulfil his dreams.

Note that in British English, there is one ‘l’ at the end of the verb: fulfil

In American English, there are two ‘l’s at the end: fulfill

In both British and American English, the final ‘l’ is doubled in the forms fulfilled

and fulfilling:

✗ a duty that must be fulfiled

✓ a duty that must be fulfilled

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (http://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn
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Facebook Page.
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Language tip of the week: funny

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult. This week’s tip is

about different ways of saying that someone or something is funny.

amusing fairly funny, in a way that makes you smile: Eddie was full of

jokes and amusing stories.

humorous used for describing stories or remarks that are meant to be

funny: a humorous account of his years in professional football

comical or comic funny and silly or strange: The way we met was quite

comical.

hilarious very funny, in a way that makes you laugh: Some people find his

comedy routines strange, but I think they’re hilarious.

witty used for describing remarks that are funny and clever, or people who

often make this kind of remark: She tried to think of something original and

witty to say … a witty, intelligent, and affable man

light-hearted fairly funny and meant to entertain people: used especially

when the subject you are talking about is usually considered in a serious

way: a light-hearted look at the week’s events

jokey meant to make people laugh: She found his jokey comments

annoying.

hysterical (spoken) extremely funny, in a way that makes people laugh a

lot: He didn’t have a clue what was going on, and we all thought it was

hysterical.

priceless (mainly spoken) extremely funny: James, you really are

priceless!

wry funny and clever: The programme was full of wry observations about

married life.
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Language tip of the week: half

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) Following

our short series of Back to school trick and tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/back-to-

school) , the weekly language tips return.

In this weekly post, we bring more useful content from

the Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which learners find difficult,

e.g. spelling, grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the word half:

Don’t use a or the before half or half of:

✗ Nearly a half of the programmes included advertising.

✓ Nearly half of the programmes included advertising.

✗ Girls constitute the half of the population of universities.

✓ Girls constitute half of the population of universities.

You can use the definite article (the) before half with an adjective such as

first, second, or next when you are referring to something that has been

mentioned before:

The second half of the film is not as good as the first.

The movement gathered impetus during the next half century.

When half forms part of a number, the most common structure is one and

a half, two and a half, three and a half etc.

✗ Tourists can visit any of these sites within one and half hours.

✓ Tourists can visit any of these sites within one and a half hours.

✗ They made us wait for two hours and a half for our visa.

✓ They made us wait two and a half hours for our visa.

Always use a plural noun in this structure:

✗ A 90-minute film might last two and a half hour with commercials.

✓ A 90-minute film might last two and a half hours with commercials.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (https://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn
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Language tip of the week: happy

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult.

This week’s language tip helps with the spelling of nouns whose related

adjective ends in ‘y’.

Although the adjective happy ends in the letter ‘y’, the related noun
happiness is spelled with an ‘i’ (not a ‘y’):
✗ Health, love, and happyness are what everyone looks for in their life.
✓ Health, love, and happiness are what everyone looks for in their life.
For most other adjectives ending in ‘y’, the same rule applies:

adjective related noun

empty emptiness

lazy laziness

lonely loneliness

tidy tidiness

ugly ugliness

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (http://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn

English (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390)
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Language tip of the week:

harmful

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the adjective

harmful:

The usual preposition to use with harmful is to (not ‘for’):

✗ Smoking is harmful for smokers and non-smokers.

✓ Smoking is harmful to smokers and non-smokers.

✗ Looking at a computer monitor for a long time can be harmful for the

eyes.

✓ Looking at a computer monitor for a long time can be harmful to the

eyes.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (https://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn

English (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390)

Facebook Page.
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Language tip of the week: help

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language

learners more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) .

These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, etc) which learners often find

difficult.

This week’s language tip is about the verb help.

The verb help is not used with the -ing form of another verb. It is used with

the infinitive (with or without ‘to’) in any of these patterns:

▪  help do something

▪  help to do something

▪  help someone do something

▪  help someone to do something

✗ Foreign tourists can help revitalizing our economy.

✓ Foreign tourists can help revitalize our economy.

✓ Foreign tourists can help to revitalize our economy.

✗ Banning smoking in restaurants may help people avoiding the risk of

illness.

✓ Banning smoking in restaurants may help people avoid the risk of illness.

✓ Banning smoking in restaurants may help people to avoid the risk of

illness.

The -ing form is only used with help in the fixed expression can’t help

doing something

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/help#cannot-can-t-

help-something) :

I can’t help thinking that they should have informed the police.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (http://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn

English (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390)

Facebook Page.
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Back to school tips and tricks:

holiday stories

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/learn/back-to-

school.html) The beginning of September means back to

school (or class or work) for a lot of us and throughout the

month I’ll be providing you with some tips and tricks for

getting back into the swing of things. These posts are for

our English language learners and are meant to be

entertaining as well as helpful. Let me know what you

think, or share your stories on Macmillan Dictionary’s

Learn English (https://www.facebook.com/WhatsYourEnglish.Learn) Facebook

page or in comments at the end of these posts. Happy learning!

Collocations and holiday stories

After a holiday (vacation if you’re into American English) you’ll want to bounce

back into class relaxed, refreshed and positive. Everybody has a few stories to

tell after a good break. Try to make sure that yours are upbeat – you want to be

a glass-half-full person. Apparently they get on better, pass exams more often

and succeed earlier in life. I’m not sure if that’s really true, but what is true is that

it’s difficult to follow a story when the storyteller is mixing up their collocations.

Getting collocations right is a sign of language fluency. Let’s go through some

that might be useful to a holiday-related tale on your return to class.

1) So, first of all, as I said, you want to have a positive

approach/attitude/outlook/view, which will give you positive

feedback/reinforcement or a positive reaction/response.

There you go, you’ve positively nailed positive already.

2) Now, here are some common collocation mix-ups to avoid when telling a

holiday tale:

You were at on holiday.

You make did a tour but did made a detour.

You travelled with a by train, car, airplane or boat.

It was frantically wildly/madly exciting. It was big great (or even super)

fun. It was heavily deeply moving.

Remember, it’s important to give show interest in your classmates too by

asking about their holiday:

Did you make have a good holiday also too? I’d love to hear of about it

…
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Language tip of the week: hungry

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with other ways of

saying hungry:

peckish quite hungry: used especially to talk about feeling hungry when it

is not a mealtime:

I often start to feel a bit peckish around mid-morning.

starving or starved (informal) very hungry and wanting to eat immediately:

Have you got any bread? I’m starving!

ravenous extremely hungry, especially because you have not eaten for a

long time or you have been doing a lot of physical work:

The children are always ravenous after swimming practice.

famished extremely hungry, especially because you have not eaten for a

long time:

Can we order now? I’m famished.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (https://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn

English (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390)

Facebook Page.
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Language tip of the week:

increase

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip brings you some useful advice on other ways of saying

increase:

be/go up: to increase; used for talking about prices or levels

House prices went up a further 12 percent last year.

push up: to make something increase; used for talking about prices or

levels

It is feared that the new taxes will push up fuel prices.

rise: to increase

The number of complaints rose to record levels.

soar: to increase quickly and to a very high level; used mainly in journalism

Stock prices have soared to an all-time high.

rocket or skyrocket: (informal) to increase quickly and suddenly; used

mainly in journalism

Bad weather means fresh fruit prices are set to skyrocket.

mount: to increase steadily

The CEO is under mounting pressure to resign.

be on the increase: to be increasing steadily

New cases of breast cancer seem to be on the increase.

double: to increase to twice the original amount or level

Oil prices have more than doubled since last year.

triple: to increase to three times the original amount or level

The last six months have seen the company’s value triple.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (https://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn

English (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390)

Facebook Page.
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Language tip of the week:

independent

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary to English language learners. These tips are

based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find

difficult. Here is some advice about the prepositions that

can follow the adjective independent:

The usual preposition to use with independent is of, not from:

✗ Credit cards make students feel independent from their parents.

✓ Credit cards make students feel independent of their parents.

✗ But I believe women have the right to be independent from men.

✓ But I believe women have the right to be independent of men.

The pattern independent from is used only when we are talking about a

country that is no longer governed by another country:

Brunei became fully independent from the United Kingdom in 1984.

Note that the correct spelling is independent (not ‘independant’ or

‘indipendent’):

Many TV companies commission all their programmes from independent

producers.
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Language tip of the week:

influence

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are based on areas of English which

learners often find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week some advice about the noun influence:

The usual preposition that follows the noun influence is on. Don’t use the

preposition to:

✗ Television brings many benefits, but it can also have a bad influence to

people.

✓ Television brings many benefits, but it can also have a bad influence

on people.

✗ Cyber cafés have a positive influence to the economy.

✓ Cyber cafés have a positive influence on the economy.

The preposition over can also be used with influence, but it is much less

frequent than on:

In reality, the government has limited influence over what happens.
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Language tip of the week:

information

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the noun

information:

Information is an uncountable noun, so:

▪ it is never used in the plural

▪ it never comes after an or a number

✗ Consumers can find informations about products and services.

✓ Consumers can find information about products and services.

✗ TV helps people to get an important information.

✓ TV helps people to get important information.

✗ Their website provides many informations about courses you can take.

✓ Their website provides a lot of information about courses you can take.

✓ Their website provides a great deal of information about courses you

can take.
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Language tip of the week: its or

it’s?

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult.

This week’s language tip helps with the difference between its and it’s.

People often confuse its and it’s.
The form its is the possessive form of ‘it’:
✗ Television has it’s own gods and heroes.
✓ Television has its own gods and heroes.
✗ Society should not punish it’s criminals but rehabilitate them.
✓ Society should not punish its criminals but rehabilitate them.
The form it’s is the short form of ‘it is’ or ‘it has’:
✗ Its true that men are naturally stronger than women.
✓ It’s true that men are naturally stronger than women.
✗ Its been raining for hours.
✓ It’s been raining for hours.
Its is used in all types of text, but the short form it’s is used mainly in
speech and informal writing, not usually in formal writing:
It’s too bad that you can’t come with us.
It’s been a while since I saw her.
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Language tip of the week: jobs

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language

learners more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) .

These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners

often find difficult.

This week’s language tip helps with key words which are used for talking or

writing about jobs.

general

job: what you do regularly to earn money, especially what you do for a

particular company or person.

A full-time job is a job that you do for at least the same number of hours a

week as people usually work.

A part-time job is a job that you do for fewer hours a week than people

usually work: My first job was helping in a pet shop. ♦ a full-time

bookkeeper ♦ He works full-time for the council. ♦ a part-time bartender ♦ I

teach part-time now.

work: something that you do to earn money, or the place where you go to

do it: I’ve got a lot of work on at the moment. ♦ Dan’s at work.

career: the jobs someone does over a period of time that involve a

particular type of work: a long career in the civil service ♦ a medical career

profession: a type of job that you need a lot of education or special

training to do, or all the people who do a particular job like this: I’m a doctor

by profession. ♦ the legal profession

occupation: (formal) your usual job: What is your current occupation and

salary?

post: a particular job within a company or organization, especially a job

with some responsibility: She applied for the post of Senior Marketing

Manager at Cadbury Schweppes.

position: a particular job: used especially in advertisements for available

jobs: a vacancy for the position of night watchman

getting a job

apply: to officially say, usually in a letter or on a special form, that you

would like to be considered for a particular job

CV: a list of your qualifications and work experience that you send to

someone who you are hoping to work for

job seeker: (formal) someone who is looking for a job

applicant: someone who applies for a particular job

candidate: someone who is competing with other people for a particular
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job

interview: a meeting with the people you are hoping to work for where

they ask you questions and find out more about you

interviewee: an applicant who is asked to come for an interview

leaving a job

resign: to officially say that you are going to leave your job

quit: (informal) to leave a job

sack or fire: to tell someone that they must leave their job, especially

because their work is not good or they have done something wrong: She’s

been fired for not meeting her sales targets.

make someone redundant: to tell someone that they no longer have a

job because they are not needed any more

retire: to stop working, usually because you are old

not having a job

unemployed or jobless: used for describing someone who does not have

a job but who would like to have one: used also as a noun for referring to

people in this position as a group: a jobless welder ♦ Her brother has been

unemployed for over a year. ♦ measures to help the unemployed find work

out of work: used for describing someone who does not have a job but

who would like to have one: She’s been out of work for six months.

retired: used for describing someone who is not working because they are

old: a retired army officer
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Language tip of the week:

knowledge

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language

learners more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) .

These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners

often find difficult.

This week’s language tip helps with the noun knowledge.

Knowledge is an uncountable noun, so it is never used in the plural:

✗ Students don’t understand how to use these knowledges in real life.

✓ Students don’t understand how to use this knowledge in real life.

✗ We can exchange our experiences and strengthen our knowledges.

✓ We can exchange our experiences and strengthen our knowledge.

Knowledge is sometimes used with a, but only in the pattern a

knowledge of something (or a good/deep/thorough etc. knowledge of

something):

Effective use of language necessitates a good knowledge of grammar.

The usual preposition that follows knowledge is of. Don’t use the

prepositions in or on:

✗ It takes more than just knowledge in a subject to succeed.

✓ It takes more than just knowledge of a subject to succeed.

✗ This is where you can gain a general knowledge base, and specific

knowledge on the subject you have chosen to study.

✓ This is where you can gain a general knowledge base, and specific

knowledge of the subject you have chosen to study.

The preposition about can also be used with knowledge, but it is much

less frequent than of.
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for more useful language tips.
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Language tip of the week: learn,

study, teach

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language learners

more useful content from the Macmillan Dictionary

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) . These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners

often find difficult.

This week’s language tip helps with the verbs learn, study and teach.

Use learn with a direct object when you are talking about gaining

knowledge or experience of a particular skill, especially when someone is

teaching you or training you. The most frequent objects are skill,

technique, craft, language, and the names of languages (such as

English or Chinese):

The course provides an opportunity to learn new skills.

Ireland is a popular destination for those interested in learning English.

Use learn about when you are talking about gaining more knowledge of a

broad area or subject:

✗ You can just sit in front of your television and learn the culture of other

countries.

✓ You can just sit in front of your television and learn about the culture of

other countries.

Don’t confuse learn, study, and teach. When the process of learning

implies attending classes or doing research in order to gain an

understanding of an academic subject, the verb to use is study (not

learn):

✗ Getting a degree in architecture involves learning higher mathematics.

✓ Getting a degree in architecture involves studying higher mathematics.

Learn is never used to mean the same as teach:

✗ University learns you how to think and judge with your own mind.

✓ University teaches you how to think and judge with your own mind.
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for more useful language tips.
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Language tip of the week: like and

dislike

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with key vocabulary used for talking about likes

and dislikes.

Other ways of saying like

love: to like something very much. Love is also used for saying that you

really care about someone: I love Italian food. ♦ When did you realize you

loved her?

adore: to like and admire someone. Adore is also used in an informal way

for saying that you like something very much: I just adore their children. ♦ I

simply adore smoked salmon.

enjoy: to like doing a particular activity: I enjoy going to the opera when I

get the chance.

have a liking for: to like something specific such as an activity or a type of

food or drink: I’ve developed a liking for red wine.

be keen on: to be enthusiastic about a particular person, thing, or activity:

I was always pretty keen on sport at school.

be fond of: to like someone or something with a gentle, steady emotion

that is not as strong as love: I’ve always been extremely fond of Mike, but

I’d never marry him.

prefer: to like one thing more than another: I’d prefer a house with a bigger

garden.

be crazy / mad about (informal): to like someone or something so much

that you spend all your time thinking about them: She’s completely mad

about basketball.

have a weakness for: to particularly like someone or something that you

know is not good for you: He’s got a weakness for anything with chocolate

in it.

have a soft spot for someone: to particularly like someone, even if they

do not deserve it: I’ve got a real soft spot for James, even if he is annoying

sometimes.

Other ways of saying dislike 

not like: to not have very positive feelings about someone or something.
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This is the most usual way of saying you dislike someone or something: I

don’t really like coffee. ♦ I don’t like him – he’s too indecisive.

not be crazy about / not be keen on (informal): used for saying that you

do not like something much, especially in situations where you do not want

to sound rude: I’m not crazy about that wallpaper. ♦ ‘Would you like some

more?’ ‘No thanks, I’m not very keen on desserts.’

hate: to dislike someone or something in a strong emotional way: I hate

that man – he’s always criticizing people. ♦ It’s a small right-wing party that

hates the idea of a multicultural society.

Sometimes also used in spoken English, as an emphatic way of saying you

dislike something because it annoys you: I was just going out when the

phone rang – I hate it when that happens.

can’t stand / can’t bear: to dislike someone or something so strongly that

it makes you feel angry or upset: I can’t stand all this noise! ♦ I really can’t

bear the patronizing way he talks to her.

detest / loathe: used for emphasizing that you strongly dislike someone or

something, especially when you have no respect for them or regard them

as morally bad: George was a man who detested all journalists. ♦ She

loathed all the insincerity and evasions of her fellow politicians.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog
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Language tip of the week: lose vs

loose

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the spelling of the words lose and loose:

Don’t confuse lose (a verb) and loose (an adjective).

Lose is a verb meaning ‘to stop having something’. It is spelled with only

one ‘o’ and is pronounced /luːz/:

✗ She was afraid of loosing him.

✓ She was afraid of losing him.

Loose is an adjective meaning ‘not tight’ or ‘not firmly fixed’. It is spelled

with a double ‘o’ and is pronounced differently, /luːs/:

Christina was dressed in shorts and a loose cotton shirt.

More language tips
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for more useful language tips.
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Language tip of the week:

machine

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with other ways of saying machine:

device: a small machine that has been designed to do something specific:

a device for measuring the temperature inside and outside the house ♦ a

safety/explosive device

appliance: a machine that has a practical use in the home:

household appliances such as cookers and dishwashers

gadget: a small machine that does something useful, or is designed to do

something useful but is in fact useless or unnecessary:

a great little gadget that tells you when your egg is boiled

tool: an instrument that you hold in your hand to do something physical:

the set of tools he uses for repairing the car

equipment: things that you use for doing a particular job or for a particular

purpose:

play/kitchen/diving/climbing equipment ♦ The gardeners had left a pile of

equipment lying on the lawn.

implement: a specially shaped object that you use for doing something

specific:

a cutting/writing implement

contraption: a machine that is very complicated and looks rather strange:

an odd contraption that he must have made himself

mechanism: a part of a machine that does something specific, especially

something that involves opening or closing:

I tried to open it but the mechanism had jammed.
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Language tip of the week: make

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language

learners more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) .

These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners

often find difficult.

This week’s language tip helps with the verb make.

When make means ‘to cause or force someone to do something’ and is

followed by another verb, use the infinitive without to:

✗ What makes them to commit crime?

✓ What makes them commit crime?

✗ Advertising makes us to buy a lot of unnecessary things.

✓ Advertising makes us buy a lot of unnecessary things.

But when make is in the passive, use the infinitive with to:

I feel the American people have been unfairly made to pay for the

government’s mistakes.
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Language tip of the week: marry

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language

learners more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) .

These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners

often find difficult.

This week’s language tip helps with the verb marry.

Don’t use the preposition with after get married or be married. Use to:

✗ A girl shouldn’t be forced to get married with a man she doesn’t like.

✓ A girl shouldn’t be forced to get married to a man she doesn’t like.

✗ Getting married with somebody you have just met can be dangerous.

✓ Getting married to somebody you have just met can be dangerous.

The verb to marry takes a direct object. It means the same as get

married to, but is more formal:

Charles Darwin married his cousin and such marriages were quite

common at that time.

Don’t say marry with someone:

✗ Most people marry with a person they love.

✓ Most people marry a person they love.
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Language tip of the week: maybe

and perhaps

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary to English language learners. These tips are

based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find

difficult. Here is some advice about using the adverbs

maybe and perhaps:

Don’t confuse the adverb maybe (one word), which means ‘perhaps’, with may

be (two words), which means ‘could be’:

✗ In an earthquake your house maybe badly damaged.

✓ In an earthquake your house may be badly damaged.

✗ It maybe an unfulfilled dream.

✓ It may be an unfulfilled dream.

✗ May be Julie was right when she said I was jealous.

✓ Maybe Julie was right when she said I was jealous.

Maybe and perhaps have the same meaning, but maybe is used mainly in

spoken English and informal writing. In more formal English, perhaps is far more

common:

Now, maybe I haven’t explained myself very well.

There are, perhaps, three principles which must be followed.
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Language tip of the week: mean

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are based on areas of English which

learners often find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week some advice about the verb mean:

When you want to say what something involves or what its result is, use

the verb mean followed by the -ing form. Don’t use an infinitive:

✗ Being tolerant means not to be prejudiced.

✓ Being tolerant means not being prejudiced.

✗ Reversing these changes would mean to challenge the power of the

government.

✓ Reversing these changes would mean challenging the power of the

government.

Use mean with an infinitive when you want to say that someone intends to

do something:

They intend to pour cash into the health service, but they also mean to

reform it.

In this sense, mean is often used in the passive:

Taking children into care is meant to be in the interests of the children,

not the state.
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Language tip of the week: money

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with other ways of

saying money:

 

 

cash coins or notes that can be spent immediately:

I don’t have any cash, I’ll have to pay with a card.

(small) change coins that are not of high value:

Do you have any change for the phone?

currency the specific type of money used by a particular country:

We don’t accept foreign currency, I’m afraid.

dosh (very informal) money:

Simon can pay, he’s got loads of dosh!

readies (very informal) money that you can spend immediately such as

banknotes or coins:

Come on, hand over the readies!

means money that allows you to survive:

I just don’t have the means to go on living in such a big house.

savings money that you have saved in order to spend it later:

We spent half our savings on the lawyer’s fees.

legal tender (formal) coins or notes that are officially accepted in a

particular country:

As of December 4th, the £1 note will no longer be legal tender.
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Language tip of the week: more

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) Happy

New Year! Our regular weekly post with language tips

returns, bringing more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the word more:

The expression more and more is used mainly in speech and informal

writing. In academic and professional writing, the adverb increasingly

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/increasingly) is much

more common:

✗ Europe is becoming more and more unified and therefore people are

afraid of losing their own identity.

✓ Europe is becoming increasingly unified and therefore people are

afraid of losing their own identity.

✗ Problems include the loss of national identity, more and more

competitive lifestyles, and declining moral values.

✓ Problems include the loss of national identity, increasingly

competitive lifestyles, and declining moral values.
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Language tip of the week: much

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are based on areas of English which

learners often find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week some advice about the grammar word

much:

Much is only used with uncountable nouns:

The President failed to get much help from the Europeans.

It is never followed by a plural noun. With plural nouns, use many:

✗ Using credit cards appropriately can bring much benefits to students.

✓ Using credit cards appropriately can bring many benefits to students.

✗ Workers experience much breathing problems with passive smoking.

✓ Workers experience many breathing problems with passive smoking.

In the same way, too much and so much are only used with uncountable

nouns. With plural nouns, use too many or so many:

✗ We have cut down too much trees to make paper.

✓ We have cut down too many trees to make paper.

✗ There are still so much questions that need to be answered.

✓ There are still so many questions that need to be answered.
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Language tip of the week: names

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language

learners more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/)

. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips)  are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners

often find difficult.

This week’s language tip helps with key words which are used for talking or

writing about names.

first name / given name: a personal name that you are given when you

are born. Another British word is Christian name: The children call me

Mrs. Jones, but actually my first name is Mary.

last name: your family name. The usual British word is surname: Let me

spell my last name for you.

middle name: the name that comes after your first name but is not often

used except to identify you formally. Another British word is second name:

My second name is Victoria, after my grandmother.

maiden name: a woman’s last name before she was married: I still use my

maiden name for work purposes.

nickname: an invented name that other people call you, especially when

you are young: His nickname was Penguin because of the way he walked.

stage name: a name that actors use in their professional career that is

different from their real name: She thought Joan Smith was too boring, so

she decided to use the stage name Maria Vitalez.

nom de plume / pen name / pseudonym: a name that writers

sometimes use so that their real identity is not known: She wrote all her

detective novels under the pen name Barbara Greensmith.

initials: the first letters of each of your names: His initials H.I. were carved

on the side of the desk.

title: an official name that you put in front of your own name that shows

your status in society: Officially my title is Doctor Jones, but most people

just call me Janet. ♦ When his father dies he will have the title of Duke of

Cumberland.

alias: a false name that someone, especially a criminal, uses to keep their

real identity secret: He went under several aliases, including Bernard Kopf

and Harold Gene.
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Language tip of the week: need

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary to English language learners. These tips are

based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find

difficult. Here is some advice about the patterns that follow

the noun need:

When the noun need is followed by another noun, use the preposition for, not

of:

✗ Due to continuous immigration from the mainland, the need of land has

increased.

✓ Due to continuous immigration from the mainland, the need for land has

increased.

The preposition of is used only in the fixed phrases to be in need of and to

have need of :

Support is available for those who are in need of it.

We have no need of this old software now that we have a new system.

When the noun need is followed by a verb, use the infinitive, not the -ing form:

✗ People feel this fundamental need of organizing things.

✓ People feel this fundamental need to organize things.
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Language tip of the week: news

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip gives advice on the noun news:

Although the word news has an -s on the end, it is an uncountable noun,

so:

▪  it is never used in the plural

▪  it does not follow a

✗ She now lives in exile, but the good news are that her words are heard

over the world.

✓ She now lives in exile, but the good news is that her words are heard

over the world.

✗ For too long we have ignored these news.

✓ For too long we have ignored this news.

✗ In 2007 Hong Kong banned smoking in restaurants. This was a good

news for non-smokers.

✓ In 2007 Hong Kong banned smoking in restaurants. This was good

news for non-smokers.

Q: How can I refer to a single item of news?

A: You can use news on its own, or say some news or, less frequently, a

piece of news.

He was in a meeting when he heard news of the crash.

I’ve got some news that may cheer you up.

I’ve had a surprising piece of news.
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Language tip of the week: occur

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are based on areas of English which

learners often find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week some advice about the spelling of the

word occur and other examples of words ending in

-ur or -er:

Don’t write the -ed and -ing forms of occur with only one ‘r’. The correct

spellings are occurred and occurring:

✗ It never ocured to me that I could be wrong.

✓ It never occurred to me that I could be wrong.

✗ Many changes are occuring at every level of education.

✓ Many changes are occurring at every level of education.

The reason why the ‘r’ is doubled in the -ed and -ing forms is that the

stress falls on the final syllable of the verb in its infinitive form: occur.

The same rule applies to most other verbs ending in -ur and -er where the

stress falls on the final syllable:

prefer preferred preferring

confer conferred conferring

concur concurred concurring

When the stress does not fall on the final syllable, the -ed and -ing forms

are spelled with one ‘r’:

utter uttered uttering

cater catered catering

murmur murmured murmuring
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Language tip of the week: pay

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult. Here is some

advice about the patterns that follow the verb pay:

The verb pay is never followed by a direct object that refers to the thing you are

buying. We pay for a product or service:

✗ Credit cards are used to pay the product you purchased without using cash.

✓ Credit cards are used to pay for the product you purchased without using

cash.

✗ At that time, very few people could pay a university education.

✓ At that time, very few people could pay for a university education.

You can also use pay in these patterns:

▪  pay someone for something

▪  pay an amount of money for something

▪  pay someone an amount of money for something

It was rumoured that Texaco had paid the government over $800 million for

drilling rights.

Have you paid your brother for the cinema tickets?

However, pay can be used with a direct object which refers to money that is

paid for a specific purpose. The nouns most frequently used in this pattern are:

bill, charge, compensation, debt, fine, price, fee, rent, salary, tax, wage

Around one third of schoolchildren failed to enrol this year because their

parents could not pay the school fees.

Married couples are taxed independently, and each spouse is responsible for

paying tax on his/her own income.
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Language tip of the week: person

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are based on areas of English which

learners often find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week some advice about the noun person:

The usual plural form of person is people (not persons), and this is used

in all ordinary contexts:

✗ Children imitate persons and situations they see on television.

✓ Children imitate people and situations they see on television.

✗ My neighbour is one of the nosiest persons I know.

✓ My neighbour is one of the nosiest people I know.

The form persons is used only in specialized contexts, especially in laws

and legal documents, police reports, and public notices:

The coroner’s verdict was murder by a person or persons unknown.
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Language tip of the week: picture

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with words used to talk and write about

pictures:

painting: a picture that is made using paints

drawing: a picture that is made using a pen or pencils

sketch: a picture that you create quickly, often in preparation for a more

detailed drawing or painting

illustration: a picture that appears in a book or magazine

portrait: a picture of a person

self-portrait: a picture of you that you draw or paint yourself

photograph: or photo a picture that is taken with a camera

snapshot: a photograph that is taken quickly, without someone paying

much attention to detail

selfie: (informal) a photograph of you taken by yourself, usually for use in

social media

print: a picture that is made by copying an original picture many times
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Language tip of the week:

possibility

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult. This week’s

language tip is about the patterns that follow the noun possibility.

The noun possibility is never followed by an infinitive. Use the pattern

the/a possibility of doing something:

✗ New technology offers the possibility to put very large dictionaries onto a

single compact disc.

✓ New technology offers the possibility of putting very large dictionaries

onto a single compact disc.

✗ With more flexible working hours, staff now have the possibility to build

their own working conditions.

✓ With more flexible working hours, staff now have the possibility of

building their own working conditions.

You can also use possibility in the following patterns:

▪  possibility of something

▪  possibility that

The possibility of a move to the coast was considered.

There is a real possibility that the government could be defeated.
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Language tip of the week:

progress

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are based on areas of English which

learners often find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week some advice about the noun progress:

Progress is an uncountable noun, and so:

▪  it never comes after a

▪  it is never used in the plural

✗ The 20th century has brought about a tremendous progress in science.

✓ The 20th century has brought about tremendous progress in science.

✗ During the last two centuries, technology, medicine, and psychology

have made great progresses.

✓ During the last two centuries, technology, medicine, and psychology

have made great progress.

Q. How can I refer to a single instance of progress, rather than to

progress in general?

A. You can just use progress on its own:

✓ They have made considerable progress.

You can also talk about an advance (advance is a countable noun) or,

when referring to an action that improves a situation, a step forward:

✓ Biochemists interested in nutrition laid the foundations for the next major

advance in the treatment of cancer.

✓ The law was an important step forward in child protection.
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Language tip of the week: proof

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language

learners more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) .

These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, etc) which learners often find

difficult.

This week’s language tip is about countable and uncountable proof.

When proof means ‘information that proves something’, it is almost always

an uncountable noun, and so:

▪  it rarely comes after a or a number

▪  it is rarely used in the plural

✗ The fact that science never stops developing is a proof that man never

stops using his imagination.

✓ The fact that science never stops developing is proof that man never

stops using his imagination.

✗ There are no proofs that homosexual couples are not able to bring up

healthy, stable children.

✓ There is no proof that homosexual couples are not able to bring up

healthy, stable children.

The countable noun proof (usually found in the plural) is a technical word

for a copy of a book or article which has to be checked before being

printed:

The corrected proofs have been delivered to the printer.

A similar word you might like to check too is damage

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/damage#damage_3) .

More language tips
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for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (http://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn
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Facebook Page.
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content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the verb provide:

When provide means ‘to give someone something they need’, use the

pattern provide someone with something (not ‘provide someone

something’):

✗ Television provides us a convenient way to get the latest information.

✓ Television provides us with a convenient way to get the latest

information.

✗ She had enough money to provide him a basic school education.

✓ She had enough money to provide him with a basic school

education.
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(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the noun reason:

After reason, use the preposition for, not of:

✗ The main reason of poverty is unemployment.

✓ The main reason for poverty is unemployment.

✗ A doctor can’t operate if he doesn’t know the reason of the illness.

✓ A doctor can’t operate if he doesn’t know the reason for the illness.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips
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for more useful language tips.
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Language tip of the week: reason

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are based on areas of English which

learners often find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week some advice about other words meaning

reason:

cause: the reason that something happens or that you feel a particular

emotion

The probable cause of death was drowning. ♦ Fifty years after the war,

scholars still disagree about its causes.

excuse: a reason you give in order to explain why you did something bad

or wrong

She gave some excuse about being too sick to finish her essay.

explanation: a fact or set of facts that tells you why something happened

There was no obvious explanation for his sudden disappearance.

grounds: a word used in official or legal situations, meaning a good or fair

reason for doing something

His repeated violence towards her was given as grounds for divorce. ♦

Permission for the march was refused, on grounds of public safety.

motivation: someone’s personal reason for doing something

The other runners’ times were fast, and that gave me motivation to push

even harder.

motive: someone’s personal reason for doing something, especially

something dishonest or illegal

Police are unsure about a motive for the crime.

pretext: a false reason you give for doing something in order to hide your

real reason

He got into the warehouse on the pretext of making a building inspection.

purpose: the goal that you want to achieve

The purpose of Tuesday’s meeting is to finalize the schedule.
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These tips are based on areas of English which

learners often find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week some advice about the adjective related:

After the adjective related, use the preposition to (not ‘with’):

✗ Many health problems are related with passive smoking.

✓ Many health problems are related to passive smoking.

✗ Love, in this play, is related with money and social conventions.

✓ Love, in this play, is related to money and social conventions.
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for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (http://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn

English (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390)

Facebook Page.

 (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-
related/email/)  Email this Post
(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-
related/email/)

You might like these related posts ...

Language tip of the week: much

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-much)

Language tip of the week: worth

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-worth)

Language tip of the week: harmful

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-harmful)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/the-difference-
between-who-and-whom)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/coping-with-the-
dominance-of-english-germany)Comments (1)

Is it necessary to say ~they are related to each other or just related?

Popular (#popular)

Posts by Author (#author)

Archive (#archive)

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/treasure-
hunt-2014)

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/learn/pragmatics2014.html)

Corpus linguistics in a MOOC –

the future of education?

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/corpus-

linguistics-in-a-mooc-the-future-of-

education)

Life skills tip of the week: ways

of offering something to

someone

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-

skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-

offering-something-to-someone)

Patterns of consonant doubling

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/patterns-

of-consonant-doubling)

Life skills tip of the week: ways

of saying ‘I don’t know’

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-

skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-

saying-i-dont-know)

Learning about pragmatics: a

useful life skill

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/learning-

Blog  Dictionary

any word

Posted by Kati Sule (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/author/kati-sule) on
March (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/2013/03) 13, 2013

 (http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-
4b8291016ed0cb2f)

http://twitter.com/share
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips
http://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-related/email/
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-related/email/
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-much
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-worth
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-harmful
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/the-difference-between-who-and-whom
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/coping-with-the-dominance-of-english-germany
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/treasure-hunt-2014
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/learn/pragmatics2014.html
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/corpus-linguistics-in-a-mooc-the-future-of-education
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-offering-something-to-someone
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/patterns-of-consonant-doubling
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-saying-i-dont-know
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/learning-about-pragmatics-a-useful-life-skill
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/author/kati-sule
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/2013/03
http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-4b8291016ed0cb2f


Language tip of the week:

research

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-
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weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the noun

research:

Research is an uncountable noun, and so:

▪  it is hardly ever used in the plural

▪  it never comes after a or a number

✗ Her latest work confirms the findings of earlier researches.

✓ Her latest work confirms the findings of earlier research.

✗ According to one recent research, women’s earnings are still 27%

lower than men’s.

✓ According to recent research, women’s earnings are still 27% lower

than men’s.

Q: What should I say if I want to refer to one particular study or to several

studies of this type?

A: You can say: a study, several studies, some research, a piece of

research, or a programme of research:

Her latest work confirms the findings of earlier studies.

According to one study, women’s earnings are still 27% lower than men’s.

a detailed programme of research on the economics of nuclear energy
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Language tip of the week:

responsibility

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the noun responsibility:

Notice the spelling of responsibility, which is spelled with an ‘i’, not an ‘a’:

✗ Children remain their parents’ responsability until the age of eighteen.

✓ Children remain their parents’ responsibility until the age of eighteen.

✗ Everyone in the team is entrusted with responsabilities.

✓ Everyone in the team is entrusted with responsibilities.

More language tips
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Language tip of the week:

responsible

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the adjective

responsible:

Don’t use the preposition of after the adjective responsible. Use for:

✗ Parents must be responsible of their children’s behaviour.

✓ Parents must be responsible for their children’s behaviour.

✗ When an animal creates a problem, it is the owner who is responsible

of this.

✓ When an animal creates a problem, it is the owner who is responsible

for this.

You can also use the pattern responsible for doing something:

He was responsible for ensuring that the organization maintained its

independence.
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Language tip of the week: right

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language

learners more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) .

These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, etc) which learners often find difficult.

This week’s language tip is about the noun right.

When the noun right means ‘something that you are morally or legally

allowed to do’, it is mainly used in these patterns:

▪  the right to do something

▪  the right to something

It is not usually followed by the preposition of:

✗ Just like humans, animals have the right of living.

✓ Just like humans, animals have the right to live.

✗ The new law restricts the right of smoking in different areas of a

restaurant.

✓ The new law restricts the right to smoke in different areas of a

restaurant.

✗ …the individual’s right of self-protection

✓ …the individual’s right to self-protection

However, the pattern the right of is used in some fixed expressions in

legal and official contexts. The most frequent ones are:

right of abode, right of access, right of appeal, right of entry, right of

free speech, right of reply, right of silence, right of veto, right of way

The Supreme Court ruled that denying offenders the right of appeal was

incompatible with their human rights.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Would you like to improve your vocabulary? Follow our daily tweets

@MacLearnEnglish (http://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish) or visit our Learn

English (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390)

Facebook Page.

 (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-

Popular (#popular)

Posts by Author (#author)

Archive (#archive)

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/treasure-
hunt-2014)

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/learn/pragmatics2014.html)

Corpus linguistics in a MOOC –

the future of education?

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/corpus-

linguistics-in-a-mooc-the-future-of-

education)

Life skills tip of the week: ways

of offering something to

someone

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-

skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-

offering-something-to-someone)

Patterns of consonant doubling

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/patterns-

of-consonant-doubling)

Life skills tip of the week: ways

of saying ‘I don’t know’

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-

skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-

saying-i-dont-know)

Learning about pragmatics: a

useful life skill

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/learning-

Blog  Dictionary

any word

Posted by Kati Sule (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/author/kati-sule) on
October (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/2011/10) 25, 2011

 (http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-
4b8291016ed0cb2f)

http://twitter.com/share
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips
http://twitter.com/MacLearnEnglish
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Learn-English/146340358782390
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-right/email/
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/treasure-hunt-2014
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/learn/pragmatics2014.html
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/corpus-linguistics-in-a-mooc-the-future-of-education
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-offering-something-to-someone
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/patterns-of-consonant-doubling
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-saying-i-dont-know
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/learning-about-pragmatics-a-useful-life-skill
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/author/kati-sule
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/2011/10
http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-4b8291016ed0cb2f


Language tip of the week: say

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary to English language learners. These tips are

based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find

difficult. Here is some advice about  the patterns that can

follow the verb say:

Unlike the verb tell, the verb say is never used with a personal object. If you

want to refer to a personal object after say, use the preposition to:

✗ Perhaps people misunderstand what I want to say them in English.

✓ Perhaps people misunderstand what I want to say to them in English.

✗ He wanted to be examined by a civilian doctor after an army doctor had said

him that it was serious.

✓ He wanted to be examined by a civilian doctor after an army doctor had said

to him that it was serious.

The object of the verb say is usually direct speech or a that-clause which

reports what someone has said:

‘That’s not true!’ she said, but her voice betrayed her.

Climate experts say that by 2100 rainfall levels in some areas may rise to five

times what they are today.

Don’t use tell in structures like this:

✗ He told that the Japanese representatives tend to be less confident about

speaking English.

✓ He said that the Japanese representatives tend to be less confident about

speaking English.
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Language tip of the week:

solution

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the noun

solution:

The usual preposition to use with solution is to, not of:

✗ The role of the government is to find the solution of this problem.

✓ The role of the government is to find the solution to this problem.

You can also use for, but this is much less common:

To find the best solutions for managing waste, all these options have to

be considered.

The preposition of is used with solution mainly in technical contexts, when

it refers to a liquid with another substance dissolved in it:

The containers are cleaned with a weak solution of caustic soda.
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Language tip of the week: sounds

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with key words which are used for talking or

writing about sounds. To listen to the sounds, click on the links and then the 

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/sound-

effect.gif) symbol:

bang (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/bang_21) a

sound like something exploding:

There was a loud bang and a puff of smoke.

rattle (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/rattle_10) a

sound like a loose object hitting another object:

The rattle under the dashboard is getting worse.

crash (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/crash_26) a

sound like a large object falling onto the ground:

We heard an enormous crash outside.

creak (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/creak) a sound

that something like a door, floor, or bed makes when you push it, or sit or

stand on it:

The creak of a floorboard upstairs told me he was awake.

squeak (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/squeak_9) a

sound like the noise a mouse makes:

I’ve oiled that hinge but the squeak is still there.

thud (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/thud) a sound

like something heavy and soft falling onto the ground:

There was a loud thud as he fell onto the floor.

clank (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/clank) a sound

like two heavy pieces of metal knocking together:

the loud clank of chains as the prisoners walked by
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Language tip of the week: spend

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

microblog, we bring to English language learners more

useful content from the Macmillan Dictionary

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) . These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult.

This week’s language tip helps with the verb spend.

When you use spend with another verb, to talk about how someone uses

their time or their money, use the -ing form of the verb, not the infinitive.

✗ Some people spend a lot of time to watch TV during the day.

✓ Some people spend a lot of time watching TV during the day.

✗ Many young people spend the whole day to play online games.

✓ Many young people spend the whole day playing online games.

When spend time or spend money is followed by a noun, use the

preposition on, not ‘for’ or ‘in’:

✗ This money could be spent for other more important things.

✓ This money could be spent on other more important things.

✗ Students should consider their financial situation before they spend their

money in goods.

✓ Students should consider their financial situation before they spend their

money on goods.
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Language tip of the week: stop

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip gives advice on the verb stop:

When you want to say that someone is no longer doing what they were

doing before, use the pattern stop doing something, not ‘stop to do

something’:

✗ People have practically stopped to write letters to each other.

✓ People have practically stopped writing letters to each other.

Compare:

The pattern stop to do something means that someone stops what they

are doing in order to do something else. It tells you the reason why

someone has stopped.

He stopped to light a cigarette.

(= he stopped talking, walking, working etc, in order to light a cigarette)

He has stopped smoking.

(=he used to smoke, but he doesn’t smoke now)
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Language tip of the week: suggest

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult. Here is some

advice about the patterns that follow the verb suggest:

When suggest means ‘to offer an idea or a plan for someone to consider’, it is

never followed by an infinitive. Use the pattern suggest doing something:

✗ The government suggested to construct another railway link to the mainland.

✓ The government suggested constructing another railway link to the

mainland.

When suggest and the verb that follows it have different subjects, you can use

the pattern suggest that someone should do something:

The therapist also suggested that Pamela should tell her parents more about

what she was doing.

Suggest with this meaning is never followed by a direct personal object. Use

the preposition to:

✗ If this happened to one of your friends, what would you suggest her?

✓ If this happened to one of your friends, what would you suggest to her?

✗ He suggests parents that they should adopt a different way of bringing up

their children.

✓ He suggests to parents that they should adopt a different way of bringing up

their children.
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Language tip of the week: sure

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with ways in which

you can express that you feel sure about

something:

I’m sure: the most usual way of saying that you are sure about something

I’m positive/I’m certain/I know for a fact (that): a stronger, more

emphatic way of expressing certainty

I know: used for expressing certainty that something will happen, based on

a strong feeling rather than on facts

I bet: used informally to show that you are confident about the truth of what

you are saying

no doubt: a more formal way of expressing certainty about what someone

is thinking or feeling, often used by people in authority

I am satisfied: a way of expressing certainty about the facts of a situation,

often used in official situations

Examples:

I’m sure she won’t forget – she’s very reliable.

I’m positive I had the keys with me when I left. ♦ We’re certain we made the

right decision. ♦ I know for a fact that he lied to me about the party.

You’re going to enjoy the show – I just know you are.

I bet they’ve gone without us! ♦ I bet he’s not as good a cook as you.

You will no doubt be relieved to hear that the management has agreed to

your request.

Having examined the evidence, we are satisfied that safety regulations

were not broken.
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Language tip of the week:

television

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2013/11/4107_Bananastock.jpg) In this weekly post, we bring

more useful content from the Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which learners find difficult,

e.g. spelling, grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with key words which are used for talking or

writing about television programmes.

sitcom: a type of humorous programme in which the same characters

regularly appear in funny situations from ordinary life

drama: any serious programme that tells a story

soap: a type of programme in which the same small group of characters

regularly appear in situations that are intended to be similar to those of

ordinary life

chat show: a programme in which a well-known person interviews famous

people

talk show: a programme in which ordinary people discuss their personal

problems in front of an audience

game show: a programme in which people compete to win prizes

documentary: a programme that deals with facts or historical events

the news: a programme that provides the latest information about the

day’s events, politics, and other subjects of general interest

current affairs programme: a programme about politics or other subjects

that are being discussed in the news

series: a group of related programmes that are broadcast over a period of

time: a drama/comedy/documentary series

serial: a long drama that is broadcast in parts, in a series of programmes

episode: a single programme of a series

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

Popular (#popular)

Posts by Author (#author)

Archive (#archive)

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/treasure-
hunt-2014)

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/learn/pragmatics2014.html)

Corpus linguistics in a MOOC –

the future of education?

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/corpus-

linguistics-in-a-mooc-the-future-of-

education)

Life skills tip of the week: ways

of offering something to

someone

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-

skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-

offering-something-to-someone)

Patterns of consonant doubling

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/patterns-

of-consonant-doubling)

Life skills tip of the week: ways

of saying ‘I don’t know’

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-

skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-

saying-i-dont-know)

Learning about pragmatics: a

useful life skill

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/learning-

Blog  Dictionary

any word

Posted by Kati Sule (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/author/kati-sule) on
November (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/2013/11) 07, 2013

 (http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-
4b8291016ed0cb2f)

http://twitter.com/share
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/4107_Bananastock.jpg
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/treasure-hunt-2014
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/learn/pragmatics2014.html
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/corpus-linguistics-in-a-mooc-the-future-of-education
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-offering-something-to-someone
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/patterns-of-consonant-doubling
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-saying-i-dont-know
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/learning-about-pragmatics-a-useful-life-skill
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/author/kati-sule
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/2013/11
http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-4b8291016ed0cb2f


Language tip of the week: tell

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are based on areas of English which

learners often find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week some advice about the verb tell:

Unlike the verb say (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-

of-the-week-say) , the verb tell is usually used with a personal object, which

refers to the person who is being told something:

✗ We know that what they are telling has already been said many times.

✓ We know that what they are telling us has already been said many

times.

If you don’t want to mention a personal direct object, use say instead:

✗ As Rousseau told in his book, humans are good by nature, but society

corrupts them.

✓ As Rousseau said in his book, humans are good by nature, but society

corrupts them.

Don’t use the preposition to after tell to introduce the object (the person

who is being told something):

✗ He told to journalists that he was innocent.

✓ He told journalists that he was innocent.

However, in some fixed expressions, tell can be followed by an object

which refers to what is being told.

The most frequent expressions are:

tell a joke, tell a lie, tell a story, tell the time, tell the truth

Tell can also be used with an infinitive to mean ‘to order someone to do

something’. Don’t use say in this meaning:

✗ Who puts women in the kitchen, or says them to do the housework?

✓ Who puts women in the kitchen, or tells them to do the housework?

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.

Popular (#popular)

Posts by Author (#author)

Archive (#archive)

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/treasure-
hunt-2014)

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/learn/pragmatics2014.html)

Corpus linguistics in a MOOC –

the future of education?

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/corpus-

linguistics-in-a-mooc-the-future-of-

education)

Life skills tip of the week: ways

of offering something to

someone

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-

skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-

offering-something-to-someone)

Patterns of consonant doubling

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/patterns-

of-consonant-doubling)

Life skills tip of the week: ways

of saying ‘I don’t know’

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-

skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-

saying-i-dont-know)

Learning about pragmatics: a

useful life skill

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/learning-

Blog  Dictionary

any word

Posted by Kati Sule (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/author/kati-sule) on
December (http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/2012/12) 20, 2012

 (http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-
4b8291016ed0cb2f)

http://twitter.com/share
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-say
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/treasure-hunt-2014
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/learn/pragmatics2014.html
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/corpus-linguistics-in-a-mooc-the-future-of-education
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-offering-something-to-someone
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/patterns-of-consonant-doubling
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/life-skills-tip-of-the-week-ways-of-saying-i-dont-know
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/learning-about-pragmatics-a-useful-life-skill
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/author/kati-sule
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/2012/12
http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-4b8291016ed0cb2f


Language tip of the week:

tendency

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are based on areas of English which

learners often find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week some advice about the noun tendency:

When a verb comes after tendency, use the pattern tendency to do

something (not ‘tendency of doing something’):

✗ …the tendency of accepting anything written on a piece of paper

✓ …the tendency to accept anything written on a piece of paper

✗ …the tendency of treating the Holocaust as if it had never happened

✓ …the tendency to treat the Holocaust as if it had never happened

When another noun comes after tendency, the usual preposition is

towards (not ‘of’):

✗ There is a tendency of isolation in modern society.

✓ There is a tendency towards isolation in modern society.
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Language tip of the week: their

and there

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult. This week’s tip is

about confusion between their and there.

Don’t confuse their (the possessive form of ‘they’) and there (a pronoun and

adverb). These two words sound exactly the same.

✗ In a democracy, people have the power to decide there own future.

✓ In a democracy, people have the power to decide their own future.

✗ Most women didn’t work and were dependent on there husbands.

✓ Most women didn’t work and were dependent on their husbands.
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Language tip of the week: think

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult. This week’s tip is

about the patterns that can follow the verb think.

The verb think is rarely used with an infinitive, except when the meaning of think

is ‘to remember’: Did you think to ask about the delivery time?

When think means ‘to consider facts in order to understand something or make

a decision’, don’t say ‘think to do something’. Instead  use the -ing form in one of

the following structures:

▪  think of doing something

▪  think about doing something

✗ Britain changed its policy and many countries are thinking to do the same.

✓ Britain changed its policy and many countries are thinking of doing the

same.

✓ Britain changed its policy and many countries are thinking about doing the

same.

✗ Researchers should think to use methods that don’t require animal testing.

✓ Researchers should think of using methods that don’t require animal

testing.

✓ Researchers should think about using methods that don’t require animal

testing.

When think means ‘to believe’, the usual structure is a that-clause:

✗ A lot of people think to have more sex appeal if they drive a powerful speedy

car.

✓ A lot of people think (that) they have more sex appeal if they drive a

powerful speedy car.

However, the infinitive can be used in this meaning, but only in the passive

structure be thought to do something:

Many secret organizations are thought to be at work in the country.
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Language tip of the week:

thousand

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary to English language learners. These tips are

based on areas of English which learners find difficult,

e.g. spelling, grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip gives advice on the number

thousand:

After a number, or after several or a few, use the singular form thousand:

✗ There are about fourteen thousands airports all over the world.

✓ There are about fourteen thousand airports all over the world.

✗ Several thousands residents have to be moved to allow the

construction to proceed.

✓ Several thousand residents have to be moved to allow the

construction to proceed.

When you are not giving an exact number, you can use the plural form

thousands with the preposition of:

Every day, thousands of tons of waste were sent to landfills.

The words hundred and million work in the same way.
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Language tip of the week: trouble

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language

learners more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) .

These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners

often find difficult.

This week’s language tip helps with the noun trouble.

Trouble is mostly used as an uncountable noun, so:

▪  it is not usually found in the plural

▪  it never comes after a or a number

✗ Most people who are in prison have had troubles with the law before.

✓ Most people who are in prison have had trouble with the law before.

✗ If they come face to face with a trouble, the first thing they do is cry.

✓ If they come face to face with trouble, the first thing they do is cry.

When trouble is the object of the verbs cause and get into, it is always

singular:

✗ Young criminals should get in touch with their victims, so that they can

realize the troubles they have caused.

✓ Young criminals should get in touch with their victims, so that they can

realize the trouble they have caused.

✗ If children get into troubles, their parents must bail them out.

✓ If children get into trouble, their parents must bail them out.

The plural form troubles is used to refer to all the problems that a person

has, and it is often used with a possessive determiner:

The prime minister seemed to be brooding over his troubles.

We all have our troubles and we must deal with them as best we can.
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Language tip of the week: unsure

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with ways in which

you can express that you are not sure about

something:

I think: used when you are not completely certain about something

Maybe: an informal way of saying that you are not certain about something

Perhaps: a more formal way of saying that you are not certain about

something

As far as I know / To the best of my knowledge: used for saying what

you think is true, though you cannot be certain because you do not know

all of the facts

There’s no telling / Who’s to say? / You never can tell: used for saying

that it is impossible for anyone to be certain about something

Examples:

I think that’s what he said, but I can’t be certain. It was very noisy.

‘Do you think it will rain?’ ‘Maybe. We usually get lots of rain at this time of

year.’

I wondered if perhaps he’d forgotten to confirm the booking.

As far as I know, he’s coming. But I haven’t spoken to him for weeks.

There’s no telling what she will do next. She’s so unpredictable.
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Language tip of the week: used to

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language

learners more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) .

These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners

often find difficult.

This week’s language tip helps with used to.

Don’t confuse

▪  I am used to doing something

▪  I used to do something

If you are used to doing something, it is familiar to you because you

have often done it before. Use the -ing form of the verb in this pattern, not

the infinitive:

✗ Looking through the newspapers every day, we are used to read

terrifying reports about crimes.

✓ Looking through the newspapers every day, we are used to reading

terrifying reports about crimes.

You can also say that you get used to doing something:

Children soon get used to spending much of their free time watching TV.

If you say that you used to do something, you are talking about an

activity or habit in the past which has now finished.

I used to play squash reasonably well.

This means that the speaker no longer plays squash well.
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Language tip of the week: useful

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language

learners more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) .

These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, etc) which learners often find

difficult.

This week’s language tip is about the spelling of useful and similar adjectives.

Although the adjective full ends with a double ‘l’, adjectives like useful

have only one ‘l’:

✗ Find a more usefull spare time activity than driving around in a car.

✓ Find a more useful spare time activity than driving around in a car.

Other adjectives ending in -ful are also written with only one ‘l’, for

example:

careful, faithful, harmful, helpful, meaningful, painful, powerful,

skilful, successful

Note however that adverbs formed from these adjectives are written with

double ‘l’, for example:

carefully, faithfully, helpfully, usefully etc.
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Language tip of the week: way

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English

which learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with other ways of

saying way:

method a way of doing something that involves following a detailed plan:

He has his own method of making coffee.

means a way that makes it possible to do something:

Unfortunately, we have no means of storing the information.

system a way of doing something that involves following an organized set

of rules:

They’ve been using the American spelling system for many years now.

procedure a way of doing something that involves doing specific activities

in a particular order:

He asked whether the interrogation was normal police procedure.

technique a way of doing something that involves using particular skills:

I’ll show you the technique for opening this lock.

strategy a way of achieving an aim that involves detailed planning:

a strategy to reduce the deficit
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Language tip of the week: well

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are usually based on areas of English which

learners find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week’s language tip helps with the interjection well:

Well is used mainly in informal English, especially in conversation. In

academic writing and professional reports, it is better not to use well:

✗ It is said that increased violence is the fault of TV. Well, to some

extent, I agree.

✓ It is said that increased violence is the fault of TV. To some extent, I

agree.

✗ The process of uniting Europe is not easy. Well, for example, unifying

standards is a time-consuming procedure.

✓ The process of uniting Europe is not easy. For example, unifying

standards is a time-consuming procedure.

More language tips

Browse the list under the ‘language tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips) ‘ tag here on the blog

for more useful language tips.
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Language tip of the week:

whether or if?

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this weekly

post, we bring more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) to English

language learners. These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-tips)

are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners often find difficult. This week’s

language tip is about the differences in use between whether and if.

Both whether and if can be used to introduce indirect questions of the type that

expect a ‘yes/no’ answer: She asked if/whether I liked jazz.

Use whether, but not if, before an infinitive: She can’t decide whether to marry

him.

Use whether, but not if, after a preposition: There are doubts about whether the

system is safe.

Use whether, but not if, immediately before ‘or not’: The question is whether or

not the government has the right to interfere.

Whether is generally preferred when ‘or’ appears later in the sentence, but you

can also use if: It is not clear whether/if the information was stolen or

deliberately leaked to the press.
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Language tip of the week:

whether
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(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language learners

more useful content from the Macmillan Dictionary

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) . These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, etc) which learners often find

difficult.

This week’s language tip is about the conjunction whether.

Notice the spelling of the word whether, and don’t confuse it with the noun

weather, which sounds exactly the same

(http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/weather) .

✗ It does not matter wheather one is an optimist or a pessimist.

✓ It does not matter whether one is an optimist or a pessimist.

✗ The question is wether there is still a place for imagination in the world.

✓ The question is whether there is still a place for imagination in the world.

✗ … the issue of weather criminals need retribution or rehabilitation.

✓ … the issue of whether criminals need retribution or rehabilitation.
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Language tip of the week: who,

who’s and whose

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly microblog, we bring to English language

learners more useful content from the Macmillan

Dictionary (http://www.macmillandictionary.com/) .

These tips

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/tag/language-

tips) are based on areas of English (e.g. spelling,

grammar, collocation, synonyms, etc) which learners

often find difficult.

This week’s language tip helps with the word who.

Don’t confuse who’s (the short form of ‘who is’ or ‘who has’) with whose

(the possessive form of ‘who’, meaning ‘of whom’ or ‘of which’):

✗ Who’s view of the facts are we getting through television?

✓ Whose view of the facts are we getting through television?

✗ …an international organization who’s role is to keep peace and stability.

✓ …an international organization whose role is to keep peace and stability.

The short form who’s (‘who is’ or ‘who has’) is used mainly in spoken

English and informal writing:

‘Who’s going to do that?’ ‘You, of course.’

Who’s been using my computer?
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Language tip of the week: work

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are based on areas of English which

learners often find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar,

collocation, synonyms, etc.

This week some advice about the noun work:

In most of its meanings, work is an uncountable noun, and so:

▪  it rarely comes after a or a number

▪  it is rarely used in the plural

✗ It is very common for university students to get a part-time work.

✓ It is very common for university students to get part-time work.

✗ They want to relax after the pressure of their works.

✓ They want to relax after the pressure of their work.

Q: What is the difference between work and job

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/language-tip-of-the-week-jobs) ?

A: Work refers in general to things people do to earn money. Job is used

when you are referring to the particular thing that someone does regularly

in order to earn money:

✓ Mr Biswas goes to Port of Spain to look for work. By chance he gets a

job on a newspaper.

Work can be a countable noun when it means ‘something produced by a

writer, painter, musician, or other artist’:

✓ Copying from the works of the Great Masters was one of a young art

student’s most important tasks.

✓ This opera is indeed a work of great dramatic intensity.
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Language tip of the week: worth

Tweet (http://twitter.com/share)

(http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/wp-

content/uploads/2011/09/learnenglish_fb2.jpg) In this

weekly post, we bring more useful content from the

Macmillan Dictionary to English language learners.

These tips are based on areas of English which learners

often find difficult, e.g. spelling, grammar, collocation,

synonyms, etc.

This week some advice about the patterns that can follow the adjective worth:

The adjective worth is never followed by an infinitive. Use the pattern

worth doing something:

✗ Is it really worth to spend five years of your life studying?

✓ Is it really worth spending five years of your life studying?

✗ The ban on smoking in restaurants is worth to discuss.

✓ The ban on smoking in restaurants is worth discussing.

Note also that the active form of the verb is always used, whether the

meaning is active or passive. You can say ‘this is worth thinking about’ or

‘it is worth thinking about this’:

✗ History is a subject well worth being taught.

✓ History is a subject well worth teaching.
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