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Foreword
     

 Since 1972, the World Heritage Committee has chosen and inscribed a total 

878 cultural and natural heritage properties from 145 States Parties worldwide 

on the World Heritage List. By doing so, the aim is to conserve, protect and  

preserve these sites, which are considered to be of outstanding value to  

humanity, for the benefit of present and future generations. 

 To date, five properties from Thailand have been approved by the  

Committee. These include three cultural world heritage sites: the Historic Town 

of Sukhothai and Associated Historic Towns, the Historic City of Ayutthaya and 

Associated Historic Towns and Ban Chiang Archeological Site, and two natural 

world heritages sites: Thung Yai-Huai Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuaries and Phaya 

Yen-Khao Yai Forest Complex.

 This publication provides information about each of these sites in order 

to raise awareness, cultivate appreciation and develop a heightened sense of 

responsibility among Thai people regarding the importance of conserving the 

valuable legacy these national treasures represent. 

 The Thai National Commission for UNESCO would like to thank the Office 

of Natural Environmental Policy and Planning, Ministry of Natural Resources, for  

their kind cooperation with regard to the natural heritage sites.

      Department of National Park,

     Wildlife and Plant Conservation, 

     Ministry of Natural Resource and

     Department of Fine Arts, 

     Ministry of Culture,

     The Thai National Commission for UNESCO

     Ministry of Education
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Contact Details – Thailand’s World Heritage Properties

Historic Town of Sukhothai and Associated Historic Towns

 Sukhothai Historical Park
 Muang District
 Sukhothai Province   64210
 Thailand
 Tel / Fax + 66-55-611110

 Sri Satchanalai Historical Park
 Sri Satchanalai District
 Sukhothai Province   64130.
 Thailand 
 Tel / Fax + 66-55-641571

 Kamphaeng-Phet Historical Park
 Muang District
 Kamphaengphet Province   62000
 Thailand
 Tel / Fax + 66-55-711921 

Historic City of Ayutthaya and Associated Historic Towns

 Ayutthaya Historical Park
 Muang District
 Phranakhon Sri-Ayutthaya Province 13000 
 Thailand
 Tel / Fax + 66-35-242284, + 66-35-242286

Ban Chiang Archaeological Site

 Ban Chiang National Museum
 Nong Han District
 U-Don Thani Province   41130
 Thailand
 Tel / Fax + 66-42-208340

Thung Yai – Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary

 Thung Yai-Naresuan Wildlife Sanctuary
 PO Box 2 Thongphaphoom Post Office
 Thongphaphoom District
 Kanchanaburi Province   71130
 Thailand

 Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary
 Lansak District
 Uthaithani Province   61000
 Thailand
 Tel / Fax + 66-56-513527

Khao Yai Nationl Park
 PO Box 9 Pakchong District
 Nakornrachasima Province   30130
 Thailand
 Tel    +66-81-8773127, +66-89-5203255, +66-89-4247698
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 What makes the concept of World Heritage  
exceptional is its universal application.  World Heritage 
sites belong to all the peoples of the world, irrespective 
of the territory in which they are located.
 It is the universal quality of World Heritage 
sites, transcending national identities that make, for  
example, a World Heritage site in Egypt belong equally to  
Egyptians and to the peoples of Indonesia, Argentina or 
Thailand.
 These qualities are expressed in the Convention 
Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and  
Natural Heritage (the World Heritage Convention).  States 
that have signed the Convention recognize that the sites 
located in their territory, and which have been inscribed 
on the World Heritage List without prejudice to national 
sovereignty or ownership, constitute a world heritage 
“for whose protection it is the duty of the international 
community as a whole to cooperate”.
 Without the support of the Convention, some 
sites with recognized cultural or natural value would  
deteriorate or, worse, disappear, often through lack 
of funding to preserve them. States, party to the  
Convention, contribute the necessary financial and  
intellectual resources to protect World Heritage sites.   

 By July 2008, 185 countries had signed the  
Convention and 878 properties had been included on the 
World Heritage List.
 How does a World Heritage site differ from a site of 
national heritage?  The key lies in the words ‘outstanding 
universal value’.
 All countries have sites of local or national  
heritage significance that are, understandably, a source 
of national pride.  The Convention encourages countries 
to identify and protect their heritage whether or not 
it is placed on the World Heritage List.  Sites selected 
for World Heritage listing are inscribed after carefully  
assessing whether they represent the best example of 
cultural and natural heritage.
 The World Heritage List includes places when many 
would recognize instantly, as well as lesser known places 
that many may be surprised to find on the list.  The List  
includes places such as: the Rice Terraces of the  
Philippine Cordilleras; Old Town of Ghadames, Libyan 
Arab Jamahirya; Auschwitz Concentration Camp, Poland; 
Yosemite National Park, United States; the Taj Mahal, 
India; Kluane National Park, Canada; and, Paris Banks of 
the Seine, France.
 Some of the information contained in this booklet 
has been provided by the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) which 
provides the secretariat for the World Heritage  
Committee. Detailed information about the World  
Heritage Convention and all the World Heritage  
Properties can be obtained from their website at  
http://whc.unesco.org

Heritage is our legacy from the past, 
what we live with today, 
and what we pass on to future generations.

The Great Sphinx of Giza

The Medina of Fez
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classical Gardens of Suzhou สาธารณรัฐประชาชนจีน Ujung-Kulon National Park, อินโดนีเชีย Petra, จอร์แดน

 There are currently five Thai properties on the World Heritage List.  These include: Historic 
Town of Sukhothai and Associated Historic Towns; Historic City of Ayutthaya and Associated Historic 
Towns; Thung Yai – Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary and Ban Chiang Archaeological Site and  
Dong Phaya Yen Khao Yai Complex Site.
 This booklet contains information about these properties.  More detailed information can be  
obtained by contacting the manager of each World Heritage Property.

World Heritage Properties in Thailand

Ban Chiang
Archaeolgical Site

Historic Town of
Sukhothai and
Associated Historic
Towns

Thung Yai - Huai Kha
Khaeng Wildlife
Sanctuary

Histoic City of 
Ayutthaya and
Associated Historic
Towns

Dong Phaya Yen - 
Khao Yai Complex Site Sakaew
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Historic Town of Sukhothai and Associated Towns

I n s c r i b ed  on  the  Wor ld  He r i t age  L i s t  i n  1991
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Wat Mahathat, Sukhothai Historical Park

Wat Mahathat, Sukhothai Historical Park

 Around the early 13th century, a settlement of Thais  

appeared on the river Yom alluvial plain, in an area now 

known as the old town of Sukhothai.  This settlement had already 

been developed under the domination of the Khmer kingdom.  As 

Khmer strength declined, the Thais gathered their forces under the 

leadership of Pho Khun Bang Klang Thao, later to become Pho Khun 

Sri Indrathit, to rebel against their Khmer overlords.  It was Pho 

Khun Sri Indrathit and Pho Khun Pha Muang who succeeded in 

driving the Khmers out, and Sukhothai was subsequently declared 

the first kingdom of the Thais in 1250.  Two other important towns 

in the kingdom were Si Satchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet. 

 During the reign of his second son, King Ram Kham Haeng 

(1279-1299), the town became very strong; many small towns and cities 

were united into one kingdom, and the boundaries were expanded 

in all directions.  The kingdom’s economy, society, administration, 

religion and arts all flourished at this time.  The invention of the 

Thai alphabet in 1283 marked this period as the golden era of  

Sukhothai.

 After the reign of King Ram Kham Haeng, six more kings 

ruled the kingdom until Sukhothai eventually went into political 

Historic Town of Sukhothai and 
Associated Towns
I n s c r i b ed  on  the  Wor ld  He r i t age  L i s t  i n  1991

decline and was annexed as an associated town by 

Ayutthaya in 1438.

 Si Satchanalai, or as it was formerly known, 

“Chalieng”, was the second most important 

town of the Sukhothai kingdom.  It was situated 

on the banks of the river Yom, to the north of  

Sukhothai.  During the reign of “King Ly Thai” or 

Phra Maha Dhamaraja I” of Sukhothai (1347-1374),  

Si Satchanalai reached the height of its prosperity 

and many art objects and monuments were created 

and built at this time.



Thailand’s World Heritage Properties

11

Wat Mahathat, Sukhothai Historical Park

Wor ld  Her i tage  Va lues
 The remains of ancient monuments 
and art objects at the sites of present-day  
S u k h o t h a i ,  S i  S a t c h a n a l a i  a n d  
Kamphaeng Phet reflect the so-called “dawn of  
happiness” period and the dawn of Thai  
history. From the declaration of independence 
from the Khmers and the formation of the 
first Thai kingdom, until the 13th to 14th 
centuries when Sukhothai was one of the most 
important centres in Southeast Asia, spans a 
period of over two hundred years.  Because 
of its historical importance, Sukhothai and its 
associated towns were developed as historical 
parks and were added to the World Heritage 
List in 1991 under the following criteria: 
 Criteria I: represents a masterpiece of  
human creative genius.
 Criteria III: bears a unique or at least 
exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition 
or to a civilization which is living or which 
has disappeared.
 The monuments and art objects in  
Sukhothai and its associated towns:  
Si Satchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet reveal a 
high level of expertise and the architectural 
and artistic style of the kingdom became 
the prototype of art in later periods.  The  
characteristic stupa in the form of a lotus 
bud or “phum khao bin” together with  
Buddha images in a walking position are proof 
of this success.

 Another important city was Kamphaeng Phet, formerly  

called “Cha Kang Rao”.  It too was situated on the 

banks of the river Yom but to the south of Sukhothai.   

Kamphaeng Phet was a strategic outpost to both the Kingdoms of  

Sukhothai and Ayutthaya. As a consequence, art objects 

found in this city are a mixture of both the Sukhothai and 

Ayutthaya schools.

 The art that flourished in Sukhothai and its associated 

towns is of outstanding beauty.  Although in the early stages 

of the establishment of the kingdom there were traces of 

Khmer and Ceylonese influence, these gradually blended with 

the native Sukhothai style to create artworks that became 

quite unique and recognizable in their own particular way.

Wat Phra Si Phra Irriyabot, Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park
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Wat Taphanhin

Wat Phra Chetupon

S u k h o t h a i  H i s t o r i c a l  P a r k

Wat Chedi Ngam

Wat Phra Pai Luang

Wat Sri Chum

Wat Tra Pang Tong Lang
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Wat Si Sawai

Wat Mang Korn

Wat Chedisihong

Wat Tao Tu Riang

Wat Sorarak

Site Management
 The three ancient towns – Sukhothai, Si Satchanalai and  

Kamphaeng Phet – were registered as ancient monuments according to the 

Act on Monuments, Ancient Objects, Art Objects and National Museums 

of 1961, under the authorization of the Fine Arts Department, Ministry of  

Education.  The government granted permission to draw up plans to 

develop the sites as historical parks in order to better preserve them 

and bring the ancient civilization to life.  The plan for the three sites 

included historical research, preservation and conservation of ancient 

monuments and objects, land use regulation for the community and the 

promotion of tourism. 

 Sukhothai Historical Park is located in Muang Kao sub-district, 

Muang district, twelve kilometers from Sukhothai province.  There 

are approximately two hundred monuments inside and beyond 

the city walls.  The seventy square meter area of the ancient site of  

Sukhothai was declared an historical park in the Royal Gazette in 1977.  

The project for the restoration and development of Sukhothai Historical 

Park has been in the National Economic and Social Development Plan 

since the fourth cycle.

 The Historical Park of Si Satchanalai is situated on the banks of 

the river Yom in Si Satchanalai district, around thirty kilometers from 

Sukhothai Historical Park.  In 1988, the site was declared an historical 

park in the Royal Gazette.  The park covers an area of 45.14 square 

meters, and has approximately one hundred and forty monuments both 

inside and beyond the city walls.

 The Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park is in Muang district, three 

kilometers from Kamphaeng Phet province.  The site, which covers an 

area of 3.83 square meters and contains around sixty monuments, was 

declared an historical park in 1982.
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S r i  S a t c h a n a l a i  H i s t o r i c a l  P a r k

Wat Chedi Chet Taeo  Pagoda

Wat Nangphaya

Wat Khao Suwan Khiri

Wat Chao Chan

Wat Kujirai

Wat Suan Kaew Uttayan Yai

Wat Tao Tu Riang, Ban Goh Noi
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Wat Chang Rong

Wat Phrasrirattana Mahathat Wat  Kog Sing Ka Ram

Wat Phrayadam

Wat Chuenchom

Wat Khao Phanom Phloeng

Wat Songpeenong
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Kamphaeng-Phet Historical Park

Wat Phra Sri Si -  iriyabot

Wat Phrakaew

Wat Boromthat
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Wat Chang Rob

Wat Singh
Wat Awatyai

Wat Phra Non

Wat Phra Mahathat

Walls of the ancient city





Historic City of Ayutthaya and Associated Historic Towns

I n s c r i b e d  o n  t h e  W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  L i s t  i n  1 9 9 1
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Wat Chai Watthanaram

View of the ancient cityHistoric City of Ayutthaya

Inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1991

and Associated Historic Towns

 Ayutthaya was the administrative headquarters 

of Thais living in the area of the lower Chao Phraya  

alluvial plain from the time of its establishment by King 

Ramadhibodi I, or King U-Thong, in 1350.  Many smaller 

cities, such as Suphanburi, Lopburi and Sangkhaburi were 

united within the kingdom as associated towns.

 During the early period of Ayutthaya; the power 

of Sukhothai still existed.  As time passed, however, 

Ayutthaya’s army gained in strength and proficiency 

in warfare, making the kingdom so powerful that  

Sukhothai was eventually annexed in 1438.

 Ayutthaya was situated on a fertile alluvial plain, 

surrounded by three main rivers: the Chao Phraya, the 

Pasak and the Lopburi.  After its establishment a moat 

was dug, linking the rivers in the north and the south, 

and making the kingdom into an island city. To sur-

round the city by water was a strategic move, designed 

to prevent enemy attacks.  From this tactical location 

and thanks to the strength of its army, Ayutthaya rapidly 

prospered, engaging successfully and at various levels with  

neighbouring countries as well as with western traders.  

By the end of the first century after its establishment, it 

had grown into one of the most important trade 

centres in Southeast Asia and had a booming 

economy, capable of creating and maintaining 

the high quality of its art and culture.

 The art of Ayutthaya can be divided into 

four periods, defined by specific social and  

political changes.  The first period was 

from 1350-1448, when the kingdom was first  

established: the art in this period reflected the 

native style of the indigenous population as well 

as bearing Sukhothai influences.  The second 

period, from the mid 15th century to the 17th 

century, was a period of warfare: the art during 

this time reflected a mixture of diverse cultures 

that later developed into the nationally renowned 
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Wat Phrasrisanphet

Wat Phanan Choeng

Wat Borombudharam

World Heritage Values

 Traces of the adornment and glory of Ayutthaya are still seen 

through the monuments and art objects found at the site.  What 

remains is evidence of the greatness and beauty of the palaces, 

temples, fortresses, residences and indication of the lifestyle in 

this ancient kingdom. Ayutthaya represents a masterpiece of 

creative genius in its perception and establishment as an island 

city, surrounded on all sides by rivers.  Apart from being suited 

to the water-based living style of the Thais, the land was so fertile 

that the kingdom became known as the “granary of Asia”. The 

strategic location of the settlement also offered protection from 

enemy invasions.  The architecture, craftsmanship and literary 

works of Ayutthaya reveal the extreme skill of the kingdom’s 

artists and artisans.  For these reasons, the historic city of  

Ayutthaya and associated historic towns was inscribed on the 

World Heritage List under the third criteria in 1991.

 Criteria III: bears a unique or at least exceptional testimony 

to a cultural tradition or to a civilization which is living or which 

has disappeared.

Ayutthaya style.  The third period, dating from  

1638-1733, was when the kingdom opened its 

doors to foreign traders, including the Portuguese,  

Spanish, Dutch and French. As a result, the art 

from this period clearly contains western influences.  

The final period, from 1733-1767, was a period 

of political, economic and social decline, which  

affected both the art and civilization.

 Ayutthaya remained the royal kingdom of the 

Thais for 417 years before becoming weakened by 

internal political problems, which caused the loss 

of its independence to Myanmar in 1767.  Although 

the kingdom declared freedom from Myanmar a 

short time later, it was so devastated from the war 

that restoration seemed impossible at that time.  

The Thais then migrated to Thonburi and later to 

Rattanakosin for the establishment of their new 

kingdoms.
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Site Management

 After the Thais migrated from 

Ayutthaya in 1767, the kingdom 

lay abandoned for centuries before 

its first revival and restoration in 

the reign of King Rama IV of the 

Rattanakosin period (1854-1868). 

This involved the rebuilding of 

the “Chandarakasem” palace as a 

residence and the building of a new 

pavilion on the former site of the 

grand palace.

 The beginning of the actual 

preservation of the kingdom as a 

part of the nation’s historic and 

cultural heritage was in the reign 

of King Rama V (1868-1910).  In 

this period, it was declared that 

the land in Ayutthaya was public 

property, any private ownership was 

forbidden.  All monuments had to 

be surveyed by the regional office 

and restoration plans for the grand 

palace were to be implemented  

according to a project launched by 

the previous king.

 In 1935 ,  the Fine Arts  

Department, which was responsible 

for the care and preservation of 

national monuments and ancient 

objects, took on the task of registering the 

site as a national monument.  From then 

on, the preservation project initiated by 

the late King Rama IV and King Rama V 

was carefully followed.

 The historical city of Ayutthaya 

and the monuments in the area, like 

those of Sukhothai, Si Satchanalai and  

Kamphaeng Phet historical cities, were 

protected under the Act on Monuments, 

Ancient Objects, Art Objects and National  

Museums of 1969.  In 1977, the  

government granted permission to  

develop the Establishment Plan of  

Ayutthaya Historical Park focusing on 

the restoration of all monuments in the 

area.  When the plan was launched in 

1993, the name was changed to the Master 

Plan of Ayutthaya Historical Metropolis, 

acknowledging the importance of the 

site which was inscribed on the World 

Heritage List in 1991.  The Master Plan 

included the study and preservation  

of historic and archaeological  

evidence;  plans for the improvement of  

infrastructure and environment; and a 

land use plan to adapt the restoration 

task to present ways of living.  The 

main consideration was to preserve 

the past glory of the Kingdom of 

Ayutthaya.
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A y u t t h a y a  H i s t o r i c a l  P a r k

Wat Budthai Sawan

Wat MahaeyongWat Worachetharam

Wat Yai-Chai-Mongkol
Wat Ratchaburana

Wat Ayutthaya

Wat Chedi Phu Khao Thong

Wat Mahathat



Thailand’s World Heritage Properties

24



Thailand’s World Heritage Properties

25

Ban Chiang Archaeological Site

I n c r i b e d  o n  t h e  W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  L i s t  i n  1 9 9 2
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Ban Chiang National Museum

 Ban Chiang is one of the oldest prehistoric archaeological 

sites in Thailand, covering an area of 400 rais in the Ban Chiang 

sub-district of Nong Han district, Udon Thani province.  The 

people of Ban Chiang today are descendents of Laotians from 

Chiang Kwang, Laos, who settled on the site of the original 

community over two hundred years ago.

Ban Chiang Archaeological Site
I n s c r i b e d  o n  t h e  Wo r l d  He r i t a g e  L i s t  i n  1 9 9 2 .

 The accidental discovery of this site marked the beginning 

of many archaeological excavations conducted by the Fine Arts  

Department from 1967-1973, and together with the Department  

and the University of Pennsylvania, under the Northeast  

Thailand Archaeological Project (NETAP), from 1974-1975. 

Excavations revealed that this was one of the world’s largest 

and most important prehistoric, Bronze Age sites in Southeast  

Asia.  The artifacts and art objects discovered underwent 

thorough scientific examination and analysis by a multi-

disciplinary group of Thai and foreign specialists, including  

archaeologists, geologists, botanists, veterinarians and  

paleontologists.

 The results of this research appear in numerous articles, 

reports and documents and the dissemination of this information 

has helped to expand knowledge among the general public on 

the prehistoric culture of Ban Chiang with regard 

to the processes of dating the community, the 

economy, way of life and use of technology. 

 The remains from Ban Chiang archaeological 

site provide insights into the settlement of this 

prehistoric community and of a culture which 

flourished and developed for more than 5,000 

years.  This was a tribal community, competent in 

agriculture: both the cultivation of crops and animal 

husbandry.  In addition, they were exceptionally  

skilled at making pottery and used advanced  

technologies to produce metal tools.  

 Changes in culture and social conditions 

were mirrored through two important pieces of 

archaeological evidence: the pottery and the burial 

traditions.  Archaeologists have categorized the 

prehistoric culture of Ban Chiang into three periods 

accordingly:  

 1 )  T h e  E a r l y  P e r i o d ,  a r o u n d   

3,600-1,000 years B.C. (circa. 5,600-3,000 years ago), 

is characterized by black or dark grey ceramic ware, 

decorated with cordmark designs or etchings, often 
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Wat Pho Si Nai 

excavation pit

on a raised base.  Bodies were buried either lying  

straight or with bended knees with ceramic  

objects placed either at the feet or above the 

head.  2) The Middle Period, around 1,000-3000 

B.C. (circa. 3,000-2,300 years ago), is characterized 

by large, rounded, creamy-colored pottery which 

is etched and painted and stands on a rounded 

base.  Bodies, which were buried lying flat and 

facing upwards, were covered with shards of 

broken pots.  3) During the Late Period, around 

300 B.C. (circa. 2,300-1,800 years ago), the pottery 

reached its peak of beauty. Cream-colored, red 

and burnished red pots are decorated with red 

painted designs.  As in the Middle Period, bodies 

were buried flat and facing upwards and whole 

pottery items were placed on the body.

 R e s e a r c h  o f  t h e  B a n  C h i a n g  

archaeological site has been highly motivational 

and has generated much interest in further 

studies of prehistoric archaeology in Thailand.  

Comparative studies have been conducted with 

other sites in Udon Thani province, at Ban Noan 

Nok Tha, Don Klang, Ban Tong and Ban Phak Top 

in Khon Kaen province, as well as at the Dong 

Son site in Vietnam.  These studies show that 

Southeast Asia was a region that possessed one 

of the world’s earliest prehistoric cultures. Of 

the hundreds of sites which have been found in 

the northeastern region of Thailand, Ban Chiang 

continues to inform prehistoric research at global 

and regional because of its particular cultural 

significance.
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Early Period pottery, Ban Chiang culture

World Heritage Values
 Ban Chiang Archaeological Site 

is the most splendid example of the 

prehistoric period in Southeast Asia.  

It represents an important stage in 

the cultural, social and technological  

evolution that flourished over 5000 

years ago. As such, it was inscribed 

on the World Heritage List in 1992 in  

accordance with:

 Criteria III:  the site bears a unique 

or at least exceptional testimony to a  

cultural tradition or to a civilization  

which i s  l iv ing or  which has  

disappeared.

S i t e  M a n a g e m e n t
  The  s i t e  i s  p ro tec t ed  under  the  Ac t  on  
Monuments, Ancient Objects, Art Objects and National 
Museums of 1961. The Fine Arts Department, Ministry of  
Education is directly responsible for the organization and  
management of the site.  The National Museum,  
Ban Chiang was established in order to conserve and  

exhibit the artifacts excavated from the site during 1974-
1975.  Many archaeological artifacts are still in situ, giving a  
complete picture of the original culture and helping to promote 
understanding among people so that they realize the value 
and importance of the preservation of the cultural heritage as 
a legacy for the future generations.
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Middle Period pottery, 

Ban Chiang Culture

Late Period pottery, Ban Chiang Culture





Thung Yai – Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary 
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PATRIM
O

N
O

 
M

U
N

D
IA

L

PA

TRIMONIO MUNDIAL

W
O

R
L

D
 

H
E

R
ITAGE



Thailand’s World Heritage Properties

32

Thung Yai – Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary

Inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1991.

 The Thung Yai – Huai Kha Khaeng 

Wildlife Sanctuary lies about 350 kilometers 

north-west of Bangkok, adjacent to the Burmese 

border.  The western part is known as Thung 

Yai Naresuan, while the eastern part is known 

as Huai Kha Khaeng.  The area encompasses 

two important river systems, the Upper Khwae 

Yai (sometimes called the Mae Klong) and the 

Huai Kha Khaeng. 

 Twenty years ago, it was described as 

Thailand’s “largest remaining wilderness” 

and one of its “most unexplored regions”.  

This is still true today because, despite its 

proximity to Bangkok, Thung Yai – Huai Kha 

Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary remains one of the  

country’s least accessible and least disturbed 

forest areas.

It now covers 6,222 square kilometres, twice the size 

of any other nature reserve in Thailand and larger, 

at present, than any other legally protected forest  

conservation area in mainland Southeast Asia.  Thus, it 

protects the single largest block of dry tropical forest  

ecosystem characteristic of the region. Seasonal 

forests, which are susceptible to fire and widely  

converted to cultivation, are more critically  

endangered than equatorial rain forests.
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Many plants are specific to the species 

sanctuary, Huai Kha Khaeng

Khao Nang Ram, Huai Kha Khaeng

 The sanctuary is bordered in the north and south by significant tracts 

of protected forest, amounting to another 5,861 square kilometers – excluding 

areas of reservoir.  Together they cover an area of 12,083 square kilometers 

and represent one of the largest, legally protected nature reserves in the whole 

of Southeast Asia.  Such a sizeable area is unlikely to incur the deleterious 

consequences of forest fragmentation.
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Hua i  K h a  Kh a e n g  W i l d l i f e  S a n c t u a r y

Mae-Ka-Sa, Thung Yai Naresuang

Thung Krating, 

Thung Yai Naresuan
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Bamboo Forest, Thung Yai Naresuan

Fox, Huai Kha Khaeng

Dry Dipterocarp Forest, Huai Kha Khaeng

Thai peacock, Huai Kha Khaeng
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Dong Phaya Yen - Khao Yai Complex Site
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 Contains superlative natural phenomena and is 

an area of exceptional natural beauty; and contains 

the most important and significant natural habitats 

for in situ conservation of biological diversity,  

including threatened or vulnerable species of plants 

and animal.

 Over a period of around 60 million years, the 

climate and geography of the area have given rise to 

the uniqueness of flora and fauna which have evolved 

in the Dong Phaya Yen - Khao Yai Forest Complex. 

In terms of hydrology, the Dong Phaya Yen – Khao 

Yai Forest Complex, with its high annual rainfall, acts 

as a watershed, draining into and feeding five of the 

country’s major rivers, namely the Nakhon Nayok, 

the Prachin Buri, the Lamta Khong, the Muang Lek 

and the river Mun. The Mun, which flows through 

the lower northeastern region of Thailand, one of the 

driest areas of the country, is a lifeline to people living 

in this area.  There are also much wider impacts. The 

fact that each of these rivers is also a tributary of the 

Mekong River links the Dong Phaya Yen – Khao Yai 

Forest Complex to the lives and livelihoods of some 

60 million people through China, Myanmar, Lao PDR, 

Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam.

 

 In terms of biodiversity, the Dong Phaya  

Yen – Khao Yai Forest Complex is crucial to the  

conservation and protection of both national and global 

biodiversities. It is of particular significance for its  

diverse types of forest ecology. These range from moist  

evergreen forests, to hill evergreens, dry evergreens, mixed  

deciduous forest, and deciduous dipterocarp, as well as 

patches of natural grassland, lowland evergreen forests, 

karst and riverine ecosystems.

 Adding to its global value, this area is also home to 

numerous species of plants and animals. Approximately 

2,500 plant species, or about one-sixth of the total plant 

species recorded in Thailand can be found here. Of 

these, at least 16 are endemic, found only in the Dong  

Phaya Yen - Khao Yai Forest Complex.  

 With regard to fauna, there are currently at least 805 

species, including 112 species of mammals, 392 species of  

bird and altogether 209 species of reptiles and  

amphibians. In the latter group, there are 9 endemic  

amphibians and reptiles, including: the Asian Giant  

Softshell Turtle, the Western Four-Clawed Gecko, the  

Phu Wua Rock Agamid Lizard, the Western Legless Skink, 

the Khorat Slender Skink, the Khorat Blind Snake, Hampton’s 

World Heritage Values
 Thanks to its World Heritage listing, it is now recognized as a place 

of outstanding natural universal value. In line with the stated criteria, the 

sanctuary represents:

 An outstanding example representing significant on-going ecological 

and biological processes in the evolution of diverse ecosystems and com-

munities of plants and animals, and the development of man’s interaction 

with his natural environment.
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Slug Snake, and the Siamese Crocodile.  The complex is also a  

critical habitat for the long term survival of a number of 

endangered and vulnerable species. Included among the 

globally endangered species are the Indian Elephant, the 

Indo-Chinese Tiger, and the Banteng.  Of those classified 

as vulnerable, the Pig-Tailed Macaque, Stump-Tailed 

Macaque, the Pileated Gibbon, the Malayan Porcupine, 

the Asian Wild Dog, the Asiatic Black Bear, the Clouded 

Leopard, the Guar, the Serow, the Pale-Capped Pigeon, 

the Siamese Fireback, the Green Peafowl, and the Masked 

Finfoot can be found here.  

 The steep and rugged western terrain of the Dong 

Phaya Yen - Khao Yai Forest Complex receives heavy 

rain and consequently there are a number of waterfalls 

and creeks.  These features, together with the variety 

of flora and fauna, attract millions of visitors every year 

for recreation and education purposes. Even so, the 

Dong Phaya Yen - Khao Yai Forest Complex is still one 

of the best protected forests in Thailand, where wild 

animals can be observed without threat or disturbance.  

Many common species can be sighted including Sambar 

Deer, the Common Muntjac, the Indian Elephant, the  

Indo-Chinese Tiger Gaur, the Banteng, the White-Handed 

Gibbon, the Pileated Gibbon, the Hornbill and also the 

Siamese Crocodile, which at one time, were all believed 

to be extinct in the wild. 

S i t e  M a n a g e m e n t

 Thailand is committed, to ensuring the  

integrity of this natural resource and support-

ing its important role in the conservation and  

protection of global biodiversity resources.  

Careful management of the Complex is critical. 

To this end, the Department of National Parks, 

Wildlife and Plant Conservation is seeking to 

introduce appropriate systems and management  

approaches to make people more aware of how 

they interact with nature and their role in  

relation to preserving our natural resources. 

Attention is given to the World Heritage  

Committee proposed action guidelines for the Dong 

Phaya Yen - Khao Yai Forest Complex which focus 

on issues such as: management, budget, infrastruc-

ture, the establishment of international cooperation 

between the Thai and Cambodian governments to 

link Ta Phraya National Park of Thailand with Ban-

teay Chmor Protected Landscape of the Kingdom of  

Cambodia, and other resource management  

projects to link other forest areas.
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