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INTRODUCTION

With increased accountability in ensuring

academic success for all learners, testing now takes a

significant amount of time for students in all settings.

Standardized tests are designed to measure what

students know. These tests are nationally normed.

State tests are usually tied to specific academic

standards identified for mastery. 

For many students, testing can be a mystery.

They fear not doing well and not knowing what to

expect on the test. This Spectrum Test Practice book

was developed to introduce students to both the

format and the content they will encounter on tests. It

was developed on the assumption that students have

received prior instruction on the skills included. This

book is designed to cover the content on a

representative sample of state standards. The

sampling of standards is found on pages 8–10 with a

correlation to the skills covered in this book and a

correlation to sample standardized tests. Spaces are

provided to record the correlation to the tests being

administered by the user of this book. Spaces are

also provided to add standards that are specific to the

user.

Features of Spectrum Test Practice

• Skill lessons, sample tests for subtopics, and

comprehensive content area tests

• Clues for being successful with specific skills

• Correlation of skills to state standards and

standardized tests

• Format and structure similar to other formal

tests

• Written response required in the Science and

Social Studies sections

• Reproducible for use by a teacher for a

classroom

Overview
This book is developed within content areas

(Reading, Language, Math, Science, and Social

Studies). A comprehensive practice test follows at the

end of the content area, with an answer sheet for

students to record responses. Within each content

area, specific subtopics have been identified. Sample

tests are provided for each subtopic. Within each

subtopic, specific skill lessons are presented. These

specific skill lessons include an example and a clue

for being successful with the skill.

Comprehensive Practice Test
A comprehensive practice test is provided for

each content area. The subtopics for each area are

identified below:

• Reading  

• Vocabulary (synonyms, antonyms, word

meanings, multi-meaning words, root

words, affixes, and words in context)  

• Reading Comprehension (main idea,

recalling details, sequencing, inferencing,

drawing conclusions, fact and opinion,

cause and effect, and author’s purpose in

fiction and nonfiction articles)

• Language 

• Language Mechanics (capitalization and

punctuation) 

• Language Expression (usage, sentences,

and paragraphs) 

• Spelling (both correct and incorrect

spelling)

• Study Skills (dictionary skills, reference

materials, reading tables and graphs,

book parts)
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READING: VOCABULAR Y
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Name _________________________________________________ Date_____________________

Lesson 3: Antonyms
Dir ections: Read each item. Choose the word that means the opposite of the underlined

word.

A. The tor toise took a leisurel y walk.

A lovely

B swift

C leathery

D delicious

B. recall inf ormation

F forget

G remember

H write

J find

1. Leslie was disappointed when it
rained.

A saddened

B pleased

C relieved

D entertained

2. The car was fast .

F shallow

G sluggish

H speedy

J rabbit

3. The dogÕs fur felt silky .

A soft

B smooth

C rough

D dirty

4. Banana slugs are moist to the touc h.

F dry

G slimy

H rough

J rubbery

5. rough boar d

A large

B heavy

C smooth

D long

6. docile animal

F vicious

G gentle

H shy

J active

7. active child

A immobile

B exhausted

C bored

D thrilled

8. left promptl y

F late

G recently

H quietly

J slowly

Practice

If you are not sure which answer is correct, take your best guess.
Eliminate answer choices you know are incorrect.









Examples
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For items A and 1Ð4,choose the word that
means the same or about the same as the
underlined word.

A. calm ocean

A water

B sea

C lake

D body

For items B and 5Ð8,read each item.
Choose the answer you think is correct.

B. Infect meansÑ

F to act

G to cheer up

H to spread disease

J to discover

1. high fence

A tall

B happy

C long

D wide

2. paste the paper

F fold

G attach

H patch

J glue

3. fix the car

A polish

B repair

C sell

D buy

4. chill y day

F long

G frozen

H cold

J unpleasant

5. If something is moving swiftl y, it is
moving Ñ

A slowly

B smoothly

C quickly

D on the land

6. Shallo w means Ñ

F not intelligent

G deep

H not deep

J able to swim

7. To remain is to Ñ

A stay

B leave early

C go to the middle

D do over again

8. That store was the nearest .

F the most distant

G biggest

H best

J the closest

READING: VOCABULAR Y
SAMPLE TEST
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For items 9Ð13,choose the meaning for
each underlined word.

9. The wings of the butterflies were
fluttering in the breeze.
Fluttering means Ñ

A waving

B colorful

C lovely

D flashing

10. Gazelles and impalas are prey to the
cheetah.
Prey means Ñ

F food

G friends

H similar

J predators

11. David gave his sister a smirk .
Smirk means Ñ

A friendly smile

B scar

C smug expression

D facemask

12. We were exhausted after running.
Exhausted means Ñ

F very tired

G refreshed

H excited

J wide awake

13. I sprinted to the finish line .
Sprinted means Ñ

A skipped

B crawled

C ran very quickly

D tripped

For items 14Ð19,choose the word that
means the opposite of the underli ned wo rd .

14. valuab le painting

F strange

G expensive

H worthless

J humorous

15. loose tie

A tight

B lost

C plain

D ill fitting

16. narr ow ledg e

F thin

G cement

H skinny

J wide

17. We a lw ay s use this road to go to sch o o l .

A never

B sometimes

C usually

D frequently

18. The wo r k e r s wanted to u n p a c k the truck .

F carry

G pack

H remove

J move

19. Tom was awake most of the night.

A up

B asleep

C restless

D watching TV

READING: VOCABULAR Y
SAMPLE TEST (cont.)
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For items 20Ð23,read the two sentences
with blanks. Choose the word that fits best
in both sentences.

20. The sun _________ at 5:45.
A ________ grew beside the steps.

F appeared

G rose

H flower

J set

21. ItÕs not safe to _________ a boat.
This _________ is too heavy to move.

A sink

B stone

C push

D rock

22. What _________ will you be on
vacation?
I enjo y eating _________ .

F days

G fruit

H weeks

J dates

23. The captain took _________ of the
ship.
The cavalr y made a great _________.

A yell

B charge

C control

D run

24. Follo w the deer tracks .

In whic h sentence does the word
tracks mean the same thing as in the
sentence above?

F The train moved swiftly on the
tracks.

G Gerald tracks satellites for the
government.

H The dog made tracks in the
snow.

J Never stop your car on the train
tracks.

25. Hand me that green plant .

In whic h sentence does the word plant
mean the same thing as in the
sentence above?

A The electric plant was a busy
place to work.

B Plant those bushes here.

C They used Joe as a plant to spy
on the kids.

D I gave Mom a plant for MotherÕs
Day.

For items 26Ð27,choose the answer that
best defines the underlined par t.

26. motherless painless

F with

G like

H more

J without

27. magni fy magni ficent

A magnetic

B great

C smaller

D open

READING: VOCABULAR Y
SAMPLE TEST (cont.)
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28. Which of these words probably comes
from the Latin word lampein, meaning
to shine?

F lampoon

G lament

H lamp

J lamprey

29. Which of these words probably comes
from the Middle English word wose,
meaning juice?

A ooze

B worst

C wowser

D wound

30. _________, Mom had forgotten the can
opener.
Which of these words means that it
was unlucky?

F Fortunately

G Mournfully

H Excitedly

J Unfortunately

31. Dave _________ around the room.
Which of these words means that he
walked in a bragging manner?

A tiptoed

B strutted

C ran

D skipped

Read the paragraph. Choose the word that
fits best in each numbered blank.

Leslie is becoming _________(32). People
know about her art and her athletics. She is
_________(33) in the music department for
her skills. I’m really _________(34) of what
she’s done. 

32. F famous

G released

H exhausted

J fragile

33. A disliked

B prepared

C respected

D always

34. F confused

G rejected

H lessened

J proud

READING: VOCABULARY
SAMPLE TEST (cont.)
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READING: READING COMPREHENSION
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Lesson 7: Main Idea
Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to the questions that follow.

Mario walked back and forth at the end of
the pool. He had been practicing his starts for
months, and today he would have a chance to
show off what he had learned. Just then Dave
walked into the building. Mario felt a lump in
his throat. Dave was the one person he would
have a hard time beating.

A. What is the main idea of this story?

A Mario has been practicing
jumping into the pool.

B Mario is nervous about beating
Dave in the swimming race.

C Dave is just as good at
swimming as Mario.

D Mario is a good swimmer.

Practice

Skim the passage again after you have read it. Then read the
questions. You don’t have to reread the story to answer each
question.

Thousands of immigrants arrived each day
at Ellis Island in New York. This was one of the
reception centers set up by the United States
government. The immigrants arrived with high
hopes. Many had a great deal to offer the United
States. However, not all those who came through
Ellis Island were allowed to stay in this country.

Immigrants had forms to fill out, questions
to answer, and medical exams to face. They
waited for many hours in the Great Hall to hear
their names called. Many had spent months in
poor conditions on ships to come to the United
States to make a better life. They had spent
their savings to make the trip. Even after this,
some were turned away.

1. What is the main idea of paragraph 1?

A Thousands of immigrants arrived
each day at Ellis Island.

B Many immigrants were not allowed
to stay in the United States.

C Immigrants to the United States
arrived at Ellis Island in New York.

D Many immigrants arrived in the
United States at Ellis Island, but
not all were allowed to stay.

2. What is the main idea of paragraph 2?

F Many immigrants had to go
through a lot to get into the United
States, and some did not make it.

G Immigrants had to stand in long
lines. 

H Many immigrants were poor.

J Immigrants stood in the Great Hall
waiting for their names to be
called.



Example

READING: READING COMPREHENSION

Published by Spectrum. Copyright protected. 1-57768-974-7 Spectrum Test Practice 422

Name _________________________________________________ Date_____________________

Lesson 8: Recalling Details/Sequencing
Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to the questions that follow.

A medal was given to Mrs. Garcia for
bravery. While going shopping, Mrs. Garcia
had seen a house on fire. She could hear
someone screaming. Mrs. Garcia rushed into
the house even though it was on fire and full
of smoke. A few minutes later, she came out
carrying a young boy.

A. How did Mrs. Garcia know there was
someone inside the house?

A She knew he was always at
home.

B Someone told her.

C She saw him.

D She could hear him screaming.

Practice

Read the question and all the answer choices. Once you have
decided on the correct answer, ask yourself, “Does this really 
answer the question being asked?”

People around the world use energy every
day, and some forms of energy are being used
up very quickly. But resources like energy from
the sun, energy from ocean waves, and
hydroelectric power do not get used up
completely. These resources last and last. They
are called renewable resources. Hydropower is
a renewable resource that is very common. The
beginning of this word, hydro, refers to water. So
hydropower refers to power that comes from water.

What makes hydropower work? A dam, which
looks like a tall cement wall built across a body
of water, raises the level of water in an area by
blocking it. This causes the water to fall over the
side of the dam. The falling water pushes against
a machine called a turbine. The force of the falling
water makes the blades inside spin. A machine
called a generator captures the power from the
spinning turbines. This makes electrical energy
and sends out electricity to people who need it.

1. Resources that last a long time are
called —

A hydropower.

B energy.

C fossil fuels.

D renewable resources.

2. What happens after the water falls over
the side of the dam?

F The dam blocks the water in.

G The force makes the blades spin.

H The water pushes against the
turbine.

J A generator captures the power.

3. What produces the electrical energy
from the water?

A generator

B turbine

C dam

D ocean waves



Example

PAGE HEADER-adjust to fit
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Lesson 9: Inferencing/Drawing Conclusions
Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to the questions that follow.

READING: READING COMPREHENSION

Sometimes we see sand dunes near the
water. These sand dunes do not always stay in
the same place. The wind blows them along.
Some sand dunes move only a few feet each
year. Others move over 200 feet in a year.

A. Sand dunes move the most —

A near the water.

B where it is coldest.

C where it is windiest.

D where there are a lot of people.

Practice

After you read the story, think about why things happened and 
about what might happen after the end of the story.

It’s as black as ink out here in the pasture,
and I’m as tired as an old shoe. But even if I
were in my bed, I don’t think I’d be sleeping like
a baby tonight. 

Last summer for my birthday, my parents
gave me my dream horse. Her name is Goldie.
She is a beautiful palomino. I love to watch her
gallop around the pasture. She runs like the
wind and looks so carefree. I hope I’ll see her
run that way again.

Yesterday, after I fed her, I forgot to close the
door to the feed shed. She got into the grain
and ate like a pig, which is very unhealthy for a
horse. The veterinarian said I have to watch her
like a hawk tonight to be sure she doesn’t get
colic. That’s a very bad stomachache. Because
he also said I should keep her moving, I have
walked her around and around the pasture until
I feel like we’re on a merry-go-round. 

Now the sun is finally beginning to peek
over the horizon, and Goldie seems content. I
think she’s going to be as good as new. 

1. What will the narrator most likely do
the next time she feeds the horse?

A She will feed the horse too much.

B She will make sure she closes the
feed shed door.

C She will give the horse plenty of
water.

D She will leave the feed shed
open.

2. How much experience do you think the
narrator has with horses?

F Lots. She’s probably owned many
horses before.

G This is probably her first horse. She
doesn’t have a lot of experience.

H She’s probably owned a horse
before this, but not many.

J I can’t tell from the story.



Example

READING: READING COMPREHENSION
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Lesson 10: Fact & Opinion/Cause & Effect
Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to the questions that follow.

The Hindenburg was an airship that was
804 feet (245 m) long. Airships are much more
interesting than boats. Airships fly in the sky.
In 1937 the Hindenburg was starting to land
but blew up, killing and injuring many people.

A. Which states an opinion?

A Airships fly in the sky.

B The Hindenburg blew up, killing
and injuring many people.

C The Hindenburg was an airship
that was 804 feet (245 m) long.

D Airships are much more
interesting than boats.

Practice

Facts are pieces of information you can prove. Opinions are what
people think about things. To see if something is a fact, think 
about whether or not you could prove it.

During the 1770s, America worked to gain
independence from the British. Many struggles
happened as a result.

The British passed a law in 1765 that
required legal papers and other items to have a
tax stamp. It was called the Stamp Act.
Colonists were forced to pay a fee for the
stamp. Secret groups began to work against
the requirement of the tax stamp. The law was
finally taken away in 1766.

In 1767, the British passed the Townshend
Acts. These acts forced people to pay fees for
many items, such as tea, paper, glass, lead,
and paint. This wasn’t fair.

Colonists were furious. On December 16,
1773, they tossed 342 chests of tea over the
sides of ships in Boston Harbor. This was later
called the Boston tea party. Colonists had
shown that they would not accept these laws.

1. Which of the following sentences from
the story states an opinion?

A The British passed a law in 1765
that required legal papers and
other items to have a tax stamp.

B The law was finally taken away in
1766.

C This was later called the Boston
tea party.

D This wasn’t fair.

2. What caused the colonists to throw 342
chests of tea into Boston Harbor?

F They were angry about the
Townshend Acts.

G They wanted to make a big pot of
tea.

H The tea was bad.

J They were angry because of the
Stamp Act.



Example

READING: READING COMPREHENSION
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Lesson 11: Parts of a Story
Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to the question(s) that follows.

Maggie and Isabel went to the park on
Saturday. They both headed for the slides.
But, they couldn’t decide who should go first.
Isabel said she should because she was
older. Maggie said she should because Isabel
always got to. Just then, Brett came over and
said, “Why don’t you each get on one slide
and start down at the same time?” 

And that’s just what they did.

A. What is the turning point of this story?

A Maggie and Isabel argue over
the slide.

B Brett comes up with a great
solution.

C The girls go down the slides at
the same time.

D The girls immediately head for
the slides.

Practice

Look for the who, what, where, when, why, and how of the story.

Joel’s hockey team had been playing well
all season, and this was their chance to win the
tournament. He was their best player. 

He glanced around at his teammates.
“Guys,” he said. “Let’s skate really hard and
show them how great we are!” 

The team cheered and started to walk out
to the ice. Joel turned around to grab his
helmet, but it wasn’t there. He looked under the
benches and in the lockers, but his helmet
wasn’t anywhere. He sat down and felt his
throat get tight. If he didn’t have a helmet, he
couldn’t play. 

Just then there was a knock on the door.
Joel’s mom peeked her head around the locker
room door. “Thank goodness,” she said. “I got
here just in time with your helmet.” 

1. This story takes place in —

A a locker room.

B an ice center lobby.

C a sporting goods store.

D an outdoor playing field.

2. Why does Joel become upset?

F He can’t find his hockey helmet.

G He missed his game.

H His mom will miss the game.

J His coach is counting on him.

3. Joel’s mom resolves the conflict by —

A taking him out for pizza.

B finding his hockey stick.

C playing for him.

D bringing him his helmet.



Example

READING: READING COMPREHENSION

Published by Spectrum. Copyright protected. 1-57768-974-7 Spectrum Test Practice 426

Name _________________________________________________ Date_____________________

Lesson 12: Fiction
Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to the questions that follow.

Bobby saw Dad lying on the sofa. He
looked peaceful with his eyes closed and his
hands resting on his stomach. Bobby took his
roller skates and quietly left the room. A few
minutes later, Bobby’s mother asked where
Bobby was. His dad said that Bobby had gone
roller skating.

A. How did Bobby’s dad know where he
was?

A He has ESP.

B He had set up a video camera to
watch him.

C He wasn’t really asleep on the
couch.

D Bobby left a note for him.

Practice

Read carefully. Make sure you know all the characters and the main
events. Skim or read again if necessary.

Brian went zooming to the park to meet his
buddies for an afternoon of hoops. It would
have been a perfect day, but he had to drag his
little brother Pete along. 

“Wait for me, Brian,” whined Pete.

Brian walked Pete over to a nearby tree,
handed him his lunch, and said, “Sit here and
eat. Don’t move until I come back and get you.”
Brian ran off to meet his buddies.

As Pete began eating, he heard the pitter-
patter of rain falling around him. When Pete
saw lightning, he ran for shelter. Suddenly a
loud crack of lightning sounded. Looking behind
him, Pete saw the top of the tree come
crashing down right where he had been sitting.
Brian saw it too, from the other side of the park. 

“Pete!” Brian screamed as he ran. At the
moment the lightning struck, Brian thought,
“Pete’s not the drag I always thought he was.”

1. What is the main conflict in this story?

A Brian has to drag his brother
along to the park.

B There is a lightning storm.

C The tree crashes down.

D Brian thinks Pete is hurt.

2. What is Brian going to the park to play?

F baseball

G tennis

H basketball

J soccer

3. Why does Brian realize that Pete is not
such a drag?

A They have fun together.

B He didn’t have to save him.

C Pete turns out to be a great
runner.

D He realizes that he had 
been taking his little brother 
for granted.



Example

READING: READING COMPREHENSION
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Lesson 13: Fiction
Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to the questions that follow.

“Please go to the store for me,” said
Mother. “I need a gallon of milk. Your aunt
Jane is coming for supper, and I want to be
sure to have enough of everything.” Billy
grabbed his umbrella and hurried to the store.
He was glad to help because his aunt Jane
was coming.

A. Why do you think Billy is glad to help?

A He thinks his mother will give
him money.

B He loves to go to the store.

C He likes his aunt Jane.

D He likes to help his mother cook.

Practice

Read carefully. Make sure you know all the characters
and the main events. Skim or read again if necessary.

“Cassie, you don’t realize how grateful we
are! We were afraid we wouldn’t be able to get
a babysitter. Here’s a list of instructions. Bye, Bart,”
Mr. and Mrs. Bradford both said as they left.

Cassie read the note. She was supposed to
feed Bart spaghetti, give him a bath, put on his
pajamas, play a game with him, and then put
him to bed.

But it wasn’t that simple. When Bart didn’t
want to eat his spaghetti, he dumped it on her
head. When she tried to give him a bath, he
dumped the whole bottle of bubble bath in the
tub. And when they tried to play a game, Bart
threw blocks all over his room. 

Just as Cassie was starting to relax after
getting Bart in bed and cleaning up his messes,
the Bradfords came home. 

“The house looks great!” said Mrs.
Bradford. “By the way, we would like to know if
you can come back again tomorrow.”

1. What is the main problem in this story?

A Bart is misbehaving.

B Cassie has to clean up a mess.

C The Bradfords have gone out to
dinner.

D Cassie does not want to babysit
again.

2. What do you think Cassie will do if the
Bradfords ask her to babysit again?

F She will do it.

G She will find a way to get out of it.

H She will volunteer eagerly.

J She will offer to do it only if she
doesn’t have to feed Bart.

3. What did Bart do with his spaghetti?

A He threw it in the tub.

B He ate it.

C He dumped it on Cassie’s head.

D He threw it around his room.





Example

READING: READING COMPREHENSION
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Lesson 15: Fiction
Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to the questions that follow.

Louis had a temperature of 101° F. He had
a headache and an upset stomach. “You’d
better go home,” said Mr. Yeow. “You’re too
sick to stay in school. Don’t worry about the
math test. I’ll give it to you when you’re well
enough to come back to school.”

A. Why did Louis have to leave school?

A He had been very bad.

B He was too sick to stay.

C He had a dentist appointment.

D They had a half-day.

Practice

Skim the passage, then read the questions. Refer back to the
passage to find the answers. You don’t have to reread the story 
for each question.

“Are you sure you’re going to be all right at
home alone?” Chun’s mother asked. “Yes, Mom,”
Chun replied, trying not to roll her eyes. “I’m old
enough to stay here alone for three hours.”

Chun’s mom and dad were going to a
barbecue that afternoon. Since kids weren’t
invited, Chun was staying home alone. It was
the first time her parents had left her home by
herself. Chun was a little nervous, but she was
sure she could handle it. 

“Let me give you a last-minute quiz to make
sure,” her dad said. Chun’s father was a
teacher, and he was always giving her little
tests. “What happens if somebody calls and
asks for your mom or me?”

“I tell them that you are busy and can’t
come to the phone right now,” Chun said.
“Then I take a message.”

“What if there is a knock on the door?”
asked her dad.

“I don’t answer it, because I can’t let
anyone in anyway.”

“Okay, here’s a tough one.” Her father looked
very serious. “What if you hear ghosts in the
closets?”

“Dad!” Chun giggled. “Our house isn’t
haunted. I’ll be fine. Look, I have the phone
number of the house where you’ll be, so I can
call if I need to. I’ve got the numbers for the
police, the fire department, and the poison
control center. I won’t turn on the stove or leave
the house. And, I’ll double lock the doors behind
you when you leave.”

Chun’s parents were satisfied. They hugged
her goodbye and left for the afternoon. Chun sat
for a few minutes and enjoyed the quiet of the
empty house. Then she went to the kitchen to fix
herself a snack. She opened the cupboard door.
Then she jumped back, startled. There was a
ghost in the cupboard! Chun laughed and
laughed. Her dad had taped up a picture
of a ghost. It said, “BOO! We love you!”

Home Alone
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READING: READING COMPREHENSION
Lesson 15: Fiction (cont.)

1. Which answer shows the best
summary of this story?

A Chun is staying home by herself
for the first time and must
remember all the important
safety rules.

B Chun cannot go to the barbecue
with her mom and dad.

C Chun’s parents play a trick on
her by hiding a paper ghost in
the cupboard.

D Chun enjoys a peaceful
afternoon at home alone.

2. What should Chun do if someone
knocks at the door?

F She should answer it.

G She should call her dad.

H She should not answer it and not
let anyone in.

J She should see who it is before
letting the person in.

3. What do you think Chun will do if she
spills drain cleaner and the dog
accidentally licks some up?

A She will call her friend Sam to
tell him.

B She will call the fire department

C She will do nothing.

D She will call the poison control
center and then her parents.

4. Because kids are not invited to the
barbecue, —

F they won’t have any fun.

G the parents will not go.

H Chun must stay home alone.

J Chun will not get any dinner.

5. Who are the main characters in this
story?

A Chun, her mom, and her dad

B Chun and her friend Sam

C Chun, her dad, and the dog

D Chun and her dad

6. What is the main reason Chun’s dad
keeps asking her questions?

F He wants to make sure she
knows all the emergency phone
numbers.

G He wants to make sure she will
be safe while they are gone.

H He likes giving her quizzes.

J He played a trick on her.
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Lesson 16: Nonfiction
Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to the questions that follow.

Can you picture a coin so big that you can
hardly carry it? The country of Sweden had
such a coin over 200 years ago. It was 2 feet
long and 1 foot wide. The coin weighed 31
pounds.

A. How long was the coin?

A 2 feet

B 1 foot

C 31 feet

D 3 feet

Practice

Skim the passage then read the questions. Refer back to the
passage to find the answers. You don’t have to reread the story 
for each question.

Fossils are most often found in sedimentary
rock. Suppose that a plant or animal died
millions of years ago near a lake or an ocean.
The mud and sand could cover it. Over many
years, the mud and sand would harden and
form sedimentary rock.

Two kinds of fossils in sedimentary rock are
cast and mold. The mold fossil is a rock with an
empty space left after the creature caught in
the sediment wore away.

The cast fossil looks like a mold fossil that
has been filled. Solid matter from the ground
fills the empty space.

Suppose that a dinosaur stepped into soft
ground and made a footprint. This would not be
a cast or mold fossil. Those come from what is
left of plants and creatures when they die. If a
dinosaur made a footprint and walked away,
the creature would not be there anymore. If the
footprint hardened into rock and a scientist
found it millions of years later, he would be
looking at a trace fossil.

1. Why does a cast fossil look like a filled
mold?

A The animal leaves a footprint in
the dirt.

B Scientists fill the empty space
with plaster after they find it.

C Solid matter from the ground fills
the empty space left by the
animal.

D The fossil was found in
sedimentary rock.

2. In what kind of rock are most fossils
found?

F sedimentary

G metamorphic

H cast 

J mold

3. What is the best title for this passage?

A Fossil Rocks

B Trace Fossils

C Cast Fossils

D Dinosaur Footprints
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Lesson 17: Nonfiction
Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to the questions that follow.

Bloodhounds are dogs that have a very
good sense of smell. They are used by the
police to track down people. Bloodhounds
have long ears that hang down. They have
wrinkled faces. Most bloodhounds are black
and tan.

A. Which of the following is an opinion?

A Bloodhounds have long ears.

B Bloodhounds are used by the
police.

C Bloodhounds are good dogs to
have around.

D Bloodhounds have a special
sense of smell.

Practice

Read carefully. Make sure you look at all the answer choices 
before you choose the one you think is correct.

Have you ever wondered how the Great
Lakes came to be? The same elements came
together to create Lake Superior, Lake
Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake Erie, and Lake
Ontario.

Thousands of years ago, glaciers—huge
masses of slowly moving ice—covered the
earth. More and more snow fell. Temperatures
grew colder. Glaciers grew larger and larger. 

The movement of glaciers pulled up huge
amounts of soil and rocks. These were shoved
ahead and to the sides of the glaciers. 

Warming temperatures caused the glaciers to
melt. The glaciers had taken up space. The soil
and rocks that were pulled up and shoved along
by the glaciers had taken up space. When the
glaciers melted, there were huge holes.

Water from the melting glaciers and from
rain filled these huge holes. They were no
longer holes. They were lakes!

1. What is the best title for this passage?

A Glaciers and Lakes

B Glaciers Take Up Space

C Melting Glaciers

D How the Great Lakes Came to Be

2. What caused the glaciers to grow larger?

F They pulled up huge amounts of
soil and rocks.

G More snow fell and temperatures
got colder.

H Temperatures grew warmer.

J Melting water fell on them.

3. From where did the water come that
filled up the glacier holes?

A Native Americans filled up the
holes to use them as lakes.

B It rained a lot.

C Rivers nearby flowed into the
holes.

D It came from the melting 
glaciers and rain.
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Lesson 19: Nonfiction
Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to the questions that follow.

The great auk once lived on islands in the
Atlantic Ocean. This large black-and-white bird
had a big bill. It was an excellent swimmer
and diver but couldn’t fly because of its very
small wings. Sailors killed these birds by the
thousands. The last great auk was seen in 1844.

A. Which of the following about the great
auk is true?

A It had a very small bill.

B It was an excellent swimmer.

C It had very large wings.

D Thousands of these birds currently
live on islands in the Atlantic.

Practice

Pay close attention to the first sentences of each paragraph.
These should tell you what you will read about in the rest of 
the paragraph.

Many believe that Alexander Graham Bell’s
greatest and most important personal goal was
to invent the telephone, but this was not the
case. Bell, who was born in 1847, called
himself “a teacher of the deaf.”

Bell’s father was a well-known speech
teacher. Bell also taught speech. He used what
he had learned from his father to teach at a
school for the deaf in England.

Bell went with his family to Canada in 1870.
After two years, he opened a school for the
deaf in Massachusetts.

The idea for the telephone came to Bell in
1874. At the same time Bell was experimenting
with the telephone, he was working on
equipment to help the deaf.

It was 1876 before Bell uttered the first
sentence over the telephone, the well-known
words: “Mr. Watson, come here; I want you.”

(Watson was Bell’s assistant.) Bell received a
patent for the telephone in the same year.

Hundreds of cases were filed against Bell in
court. Many people claimed they had already
thought of the telephone. But Bell did not lose
his patent. He remains on record as its inventor.

The telephone was not Bell’s only invention.
He received 18 patents for other works and
another 12 for work he had done with partners.
Fourteen of the patents were for the telephone
and telegraph. Others were for inventions such
as the photophone, phonograph, and for
different types of airplanes.

In 1888, Bell helped found the National
Geographic Society. In 1890, he also began the
Alexander Graham Bell Association for the
Deaf. Bell passed away in August of 1922.
Alexander Graham Bell is remembered as a
man of many accomplishments.

Alexander Graham Bell
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READING: READING COMPREHENSION
Lesson 19: Nonfiction (cont.)

1. What is the main idea of this
passage?

A Alexander Graham Bell wanted
to prove that he could think of
many inventions.

B Alexander Graham Bell invented
the telephone.

C Alexander Graham Bell was a
man of many achievements.

D Alexander Graham Bell received
30 patents in his lifetime.

2. Which of the following did Bell also
invent?

F automobile

G light bulb

H television

J phonograph

3. Which of the following subjects can
you infer interested Bell more than
others?

A electricity

B sound

C light

D water

4. Which of the following is not a fact
about Alexander Graham Bell?

F Bell passed away in August of
1922.

G The telephone was not Bell’s
only invention.

H Bell’s father was a well-known
speech teacher.

J Alexander Bell was a great man.

5. Which sentence below is the
concluding sentence of this passage?

A Bell passed away in August of
1922.

B The telephone was not Bell’s
only invention.

C In 1890, he also began the
Alexander Graham Bell
Association for the Deaf.

D Alexander Graham Bell is
remembered as a man of many
accomplishments.

6. What was the author’s purpose in
writing this article?

F to inform

G to entertain

H to persuade

J to understand
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Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to the questions that follow.

The saying “You don’t know your own
strength” must be true. Mildred Ludwick of
Hawaii saw a little girl get struck by a car. The
girl became pinned under a wheel. Ludwick
used all her might and lifted the 3,000-pound
car off the girl. Ludwick weighed only 105
pounds.

A. What is the main idea of this passage?

A Extraordinary circumstances
sometimes allow people to do
amazing things.

B Even small people can do really
important things.

C You should always know your
own strength.

D Always look before you cross the
street.

“Welcome to the first annual Neighborhood
Guinea Pig Race!” Emily announced. 

Emily’s guinea pig, Ruby, was entered in the
first lane. Running in the second lane was
Mark’s guinea pig, named Woody. Amy entered
her two guinea pigs. Otis was in lane three, and
Macy was in lane four. While Amy and Mark got
their pets ready to race, Emily was having
trouble with Ruby. Ruby was sound asleep and
wouldn’t budge from under her wood shavings.
“Come out, little piggie,” Emily encouraged, but
Ruby wouldn’t budge.

“Why don’t you try a carrot?” suggested
Mark, holding out a small carrot. “That always
works with Woody.”

Emily poked on Ruby with the carrot and
then stuck it under her nose. Sure enough, Ruby
got up off her belly and followed the carrot. 

“It worked!” exclaimed Emily. “Thanks, Mark!”

1. What is the main problem in this story?

A Emily is impatient with Ruby.

B Ruby is lazy.

C Ruby won’t come out of her cage
for the race.

D Ruby likes carrots too much.

2. What are the names of Amy’s two
guinea pigs?

F Milo and Otis

G Ruby and Woody

H Woody and Otis

J Otis and Macy

3. Why does Ruby finally budge?

A Emily lures her out with a carrot.

B The race is about to start.

C She wakes up.

D Mark uses Woody to get 
her to come out.

READING: READING COMPREHENSION
SAMPLE TEST
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READING: READING COMPREHENSION
SAMPLE TEST (cont.)

Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each question on the next page.

Lizzy loved to play with her Super-Cool dolls.
She had Twirly-Curl Shirl, Beach Ball Belinda,
and Can-Crushing Cal. Lizzy loved to dress
them up and pretend they were driving the car
or going to the ice cream shop. They had a big
plastic house they lived in, a purple car that
really drove, and a beauty parlor where they
could get their hair done. 

Lizzy played make-believe all the time.
Sometimes she would put all her Super-Cool
dolls and their stuff in a suitcase and carry it
across the driveway to her friend Tait’s house.
They would play with their dolls together for
hours and hours. Sometimes they would even
play with the dolls outside. 

One day, Lizzy was getting out her dolls to
play at home and noticed that some of Twirly-
Curl Shirl’s barrettes were missing. “That’s
funny,” she thought. “I guess I must have lost
them.” 

The next week, when Lizzy was playing at
home again, she noticed that Beach Ball
Belinda’s sunglasses and flip-flops were missing.
“Something’s going on here,” Lizzy thought.

The next day, Lizzy was playing at Tait’s
house again. When Tait left the room to go to
the bathroom, Lizzy was picking through Tait’s
box of Super-Cool clothes. She was moving
some clothes aside when she noticed her
missing barrettes at the bottom of the box. She
gasped and picked them out. She sorted
through the box some more and found the

missing sunglasses and flip-flops. “Oh, my
gosh,” she said.

Lizzy didn’t know what to do. Should she ask
Tait if she had taken them? But how else could
they have gotten there? She didn’t want to get in
a fight with her best friend, but she didn’t want
Tait to steal from her again. She didn’t know
what she should do, so she decided to go and
ask her mom.

That night when she was helping her mom
set the table, Lizzy asked her mom about it. Her
mom thought for a few seconds. “I think you
should ask Tait if you left anything over there.
Tell her that you found something there last time
and wondered if you left anything again. That
way you can give her the chance to confess if
she wants.”

The next day Lizzy did just as her mom had
suggested.

“Well,” said Tait, “My mom won’t let me get
those dolls, and their clothes are so cool. I took
those things because I just love them. I’m sorry I
did, but I just wanted to play with them.”

“That’s okay, Tait, I’ll let you play with my
stuff while I’m over here, but it has to go back
home with me, okay?”

“Okay. Let’s play right now.”

Missing Super-Cool
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7. What is the main message of this
story?

A If you really want something, just
take it.

B You should always be honest
with your friends.

C Playing nicely is the only way to
play.

D Super-Cool dolls are better
played with at your own house.

8. To which Super-Cool doll do the
missing barrettes belong?

F Can-Crushing Cal

G Beach Ball Belinda

H Twirly-Curl Shirl

J All of the above

9. How do you think Lizzy would have
felt if Tait hadn’t said anything about
stealing the toys?

A Sad; she may have felt that she
couldn’t trust Tait.

B Happy; she’d be grateful that she
wouldn’t have to talk about it.

C Jealous; she would want to play
at her house instead.

D Calm; she would ask her mother
to buy her another one.

10. Because Tait couldn’t have the toys
she wanted —

F she took them from Lizzy.

G she threw a temper tantrum.

H she got other ones.

J she played with her own.

11. Who are the characters in this story?

A Shirl, Belinda, and Cal

B Lizzy and Tait

C Lizzy, Tait, and Mom

D Lizzy, Tait, and Shirl

READING: READING COMPREHENSION
SAMPLE TEST (cont.)
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READING: READING COMPREHENSION
SAMPLE TEST (cont.)

Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each question on the next page.

The Underground Railroad was a group of
people who helped slaves escape to freedom.
Those in charge of the escape effort were often
called conductors, just like the conductors of a
train. The people escaping were known as
passengers, just like train passengers. And the
places where the escaping slaves stopped for
help were often called stations, just like the
places trains stop.

Like a train ride, the Underground Railroad
moved people along, but the way in which they
moved was very different from a train ride.
Those who escaped often followed routes that
had been laid out by others before them.
However, unlike a train ride, some routes went
underground through dirt tunnels without any
sort of tracks.

Similar to a train ride, those traveling the
Underground Railroad often traveled great
distances, but they had no train seats and no
gentle rocking of the train car on the tracks.
Instead, they had difficult trails to follow. They
rarely traveled during the day, finding that it was
safer to travel at night.

Escaping slaves had to be certain that they
could find their way. They needed food and
water to make the journey. Conductors often
helped with this. One of the most famous
Underground Railroad conductors was Harriet
Tubman. She had escaped slavery herself.
Another famous conductor was Levi Coffin.

Experts disagree about how well the
Underground Railroad was organized. Still, it is
believed that the system helped thousands of
slaves reach freedom between 1830 and 1860.

The Underground Railroad
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12. What’s is the author’s purpose in
writing this article?

F to quiz us on train vocabulary

G to tell us about how the
Underground Railroad worked

H to tell a story about Harriet
Tubman

J to explain the meaning of the
name Underground Railroad

13. What were people called who were in
charge of groups of escaping slaves?

A conductors

B stations

C passengers

D masters

14. What two emotions below best
describe how slaves traveling on the
Underground Railroad might have felt?

F frightened and excited

G disappointed and mad

H carefree and happy

J silly and lighthearted 

15. Because of the Underground 
Railroad —

A other programs like it were set
up.

B many people had jobs.

C conductors had to be found to
run it.

D thousands of slaves escaped.

16. Which of the following is not a
supporting detail for the article?

F The Underground Railroad was
a group of people who helped
slaves escape to freedom.

G Still, it is believed that the
system helped thousands of
slaves reach freedom between
1830 and 1860.

H The people escaping were
known as passengers, just like
train passengers.

J The Underground Railroad
offered free train rides to people.

17. Which of the following is not a way in
which the Underground Railroad and
trains are alike?

A They have passengers.

B They travel great distances.

C They stop at stations.

D They travel on tracks.

READING: READING COMPREHENSION
SAMPLE TEST (cont.)
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ANSWER SHEET

STUDENT’S NAME

LAST FIRST MI
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D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

E E E E E E E E E E E E E E E E E E

F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F
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I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I

J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J

K K K K K K K K K K K K K K K K K K

L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L

M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q

R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R

S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T

U U U U U U U U U U U U U U U U U U

V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V

W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
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Part 1: VOCABULARY

Part 2: FICTION

A A B C D

B F G H J

1 A B C D

2 F G H J

3 A B C D

4 F G H J

5 A B C D

6 F G H J

7 A B C D

8 F G H J

9 A B C D

10 F G H J

11 A B C D

12 F G H J

13 A B C D

14 F G H J

15 A B C D

16 F G H J

17 A B C D

18 F G H J

19 A B C D

20 F G H J

21 A B C D

22 F G H J

23 A B C D

24 F G H J

25 A B C D

26 F G H J

27 A B C D

28 F G H J

29 A B C D

30 F G H J

31 A B C D

32 F G H J

33 A B C D

A A B C D

1 A B C D

2 F G H J

3 A B C D

4 F G H J

5 A B C D

6 F G H J

7 A B C D

8 F G H J

9 A B C D

10 F G H J

11 A B C D

12 F G H J

A A B C D

1 A B C D

2 F G H J

3 A B C D

4 F G H J

5 A B C D

6 F G H J

7 A B C D

8 F G H J

9 A B C D

10 F G H J

11 A B C D

12 F G H J

13 A B C D

14 F G H J

15 A B C D

Part 3: NONFICTION
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For items A and 1Ð8,choose the word or
words that mean the same or about the
same as the underlined word.

A. conceal a crime

A commit

B cover up

C know about

D punish

For item B, read the question. Choose the
answer you think is correct.

B. W h i ch tree was named for Pierre Mag n o l ,
the scientist who discovered it?

F pine

G maple

H magnolia

J mahogany

1. grab a cookie

A reach for

B bake

C eat

D break

2. give a signal

F radio

G poster

H gift

J sign

3. thor ough cleaning

A quick

B necessary

C complete

D house

4. explore the island

F search

G find

H stalk

J look for

5. To consult someone is to Ñ

A compliment

B get advice

C insult 

D give advice

6. If someone is generous , he is Ñ

F giving

G guilty

H selfish

J greedy

7. If something is spoiled it is Ñ

A crusty

B cooked

C sunburned

D ruined

8. She put her cloak on.

F hat

G cape

H sweater

J scarf

READING PRACTICE TEST
Par t 1: Vocabular y
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For items 18Ð21,read the two sentences
with blanks. Choose the word that fits best
in both sentences.

18. My _________ is in the closet.
Add a new _________ of paint.

F hat

G color

H shirt

J coat

19. The photograph y _________ meets
toda y.
The cave man carried a _________ .

A group

B club

C spear

D class

20. He will need new swimming _________ .
Load those __________ in the van.

F goggles

G shoes

H boxes

J trunks

21. Our teacher tells us not to _________
anyone .
The _________ at the par ty was tasty .

A food

B hit

C punch

D juice

For items 22Ð23,choose the answer in
which the underlined word is used in the
same way as the sentence in the box.

22. The sky was clear .

F Clear away those dinner dishes.

G The tower radioed that we were
in the clear.

H He said it would be clear sailing
from here on in.

J Clear skies and bright sun were
forecast for today.

23. Watch out for that falling limb.

A Andrew checked his watch for
the time.

B The captain asked him to take
the first watch.

C Watch your step.

D We kept the watch fire burning
all night.

For items 24Ð25,choose the answer that
best defines the underlined par t.

24. dis belie ve dis organized

F absence of

G more

H less than

J again

25. gentle ness kindness

A quality of

B less

C more

D opposite of

Par t 1: Vocabular y (cont.)
READING PRACTICE TEST
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26. Which of these words probably comes
from the Latin word crimen, meaning
accusation?

F cringe

G cry

H criminal

J crimp

27. Which of these words probably comes
from the Greek word musterion,
meaning secret rite?

A musky

B mystic

C must

D muster

28. We hiked to a _________ campsite.
Which word means the campsite was
far away?

F remote

G pleasant

H crowded

J level

29. The girls were _________ to the show
after they bought their tickets.
Which word means that they were
allowed to enter?

A going

B cast

C admitted

D shown

Read the paragraph. Choose the word that
fits best in each numbered blank.

Mountain gorillas live in the
_________(30) in Rwanda, Uganda, and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. These
_________,(31) beautiful animals are
becoming very rare. They have lost much of
their habitat as people move in and take over
their land. Although there are _________(32)
laws protecting gorillas, poachers continue to
hunt them. Scientists and park rangers are
working hard to _________(33) the mountain
gorillas.

30. F deserts

G forests

H lakes

J valleys

31. A large

B small

C skinny

D violent

32. F loose

G easy

H stupid

J strict

33. A chase away

B hunt

C protect

D kill

Part 1: Vocabulary (cont.)
READING PRACTICE TEST
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Before the 1800s, people didn’t have right
or left shoes. They had shoes of just one
shape that they used for both feet. When
people first saw right and left shoes, they
laughed. They called them crooked shoes.

A. Which of the following is an opinion?

A Before the 1800s, people didn’t
have right or left shoes.

B People called the new shoes
crooked shoes.

C People had only one shape of
shoe.

D The new shoes were 
funny-looking.

Perhaps you have heard that many types
of bats have very small eyes and do not see
well. Still, as they swoop through the night,
they do not bump into objects and are able to
find food, even though they can’t see their
prey. How is this possible? Echolocation!

You might recognize the beginning of the
word echolocation as echo, and you might
recognize the last part of the word as location.
This gives you clues about how echolocation
works. The bat sends out sounds. The sounds
bounce off objects and return to the bat.
Echolocation not only tells the bat that objects
are nearby, it also tells the bat just how far
away the objects are.

Bats are not the only creatures that use
echolocation, Porpoises and some types of
whales and birds use it as well. It is a very
effective tool for the animals that use it.

1. What is the main idea of this
passage?

A Bats cannot see very well.

B Many animals use echolocation.

C Echolocation is an effective tool
for bats and other animals.

D Bats are not the only creatures
that use echolocation.

2. Which two words make up the word
echolocation?

F ech and olocation

G echolocate and tion

H echo and locate

J echo and location

3. Bats have to use echolocation mainly
because —

A they have no eyes.

B they have poor eyesight.

C they have big ears.

D they fly past lots of obstacles.

READING PRACTICE TEST
Part 3: Nonfiction 
Directions: Read the passage. Choose the best answer to each question.
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Read the passage. Choose the best answer
to each question on the next page.

The Origins of the Telegraph
Have you ever watched someone tap a

key and send a code for S.O.S.? Perhaps you
have seen an old film and seen a ship about
to sink. Perhaps someone was tapping wildly
on a device, trying to send for help. 

From where did this system of tapping out
dashes and dots come? Who invented this
electronic device? Samuel Morse invented the
telegraph and the electronic alphabet called
Morse code.

When Morse was young, he was an artist.
People in New York knew his work well and
liked it a great deal. Being well known, Morse
decided to run for office. He ran for the office
of New York mayor and congressman, but he
lost these political races.

In 1832, while Morse was sailing back to
the United States from Europe, he thought of
an electronic telegraph. This would help
people communicate across great distances,
even from ship to shore. He was anxious to
put together his invention as quickly as
possible. Interestingly, someone else had also
thought of this same idea.

By 1835, he had put together his first
telegraph, but it was only experimental. In
1844, he built a telegraph line from Baltimore
to Washington, D.C. He later made his
telegraph better, and in 1849, was granted a
patent by the U.S. government. Within a few
years, people communicated across 23,000
miles (37,007 km) of telegraph wire.

As a result of Samuel Morse’s invention,
trains ran more safely. Conductors could warn
about dangers or problems across great
distances and ask for help. People in
business could communicate more easily,
which made it easier to sell their goods and
services. Morse had changed communication
forever.

Part 3: Nonfiction (cont.)
READING PRACTICE TEST
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4. What is the main idea of this article?

F Trains run more safely because
of the telegraph.

G Telegraphs send electronic
signals to communicate.

H By the 1850s, people
communicated effectively by
telegraph.

J Morse’s invention of the
telegraph changed
communication forever.

5. Before 1832, Morse had —

A run for office in New York.

B improved his telegraph.

C built his first telegraph.

D come up with the idea for the
telegraph.

6. Which of the following can you infer
about Samuel Morse’s childhood?

F He was well educated.

G He had to work at a young age
to support his family.

H He lived on a farm and was not
able to go to school.

J He was abandoned at a young
age and forced to live on the
streets.

7. What can you infer about long-
distance communication before
Morse’s invention?

A It was easy.

B No one was interested in it.

C It was difficult to do quickly.

D There was no long-distance
communication.

8. Which of the following sentences from
the article concludes this reading
selection?

F As a result of Samuel Morse’s
invention, trains ran more safely.

G People in business could
communicate more easily, which
made it easier to sell their goods
and services.

H Within a few years, people
communicated across 23,000
miles (37,007 km) of telegraph
wire.

J Morse had changed
communication forever.

9. How is the telegraph not similar to the
telephone?

A helps communicate over long
distances

B makes people safer

C helps people sell goods and
services

D lets people hear their loved
ones’ voices

Part 3: Nonfiction (cont.)
READING PRACTICE TEST
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Read the passage. Choose the best answer
to each question on the next page.

Radio
Inventor Guglielmo Marconi came to the

United States in 1899. Telegraph
communication by wire was already in place,
but Marconi wanted to show off his wireless
communication—radio. 

Marconi’s invention could send Morse
code without using any wires. He thought this
would help with business communication.
When introducing his work, he also planned to
show how his invention could do things such
as broadcasting a sporting event.

Other people had more and different
ideas. These ideas led to programs that
included spoken words and music being
broadcast on the radio. Operas, comedy
hours, and important speeches were now
being heard in many homes throughout the
country. Two famous radio broadcasts were
the “War of the Worlds” presentation on
October 31, 1938, a fictional story that told
about invading aliens; and President
Roosevelt’s radio announcement of the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on
December 8, 1941.

In 1922, there were 30 radio stations that
sent broadcasts. By 1923, the number had
grown to an amazing 556! There was a
problem with so many stations broadcasting,
however. There was no regular way to do
things. Radio station owners organized their
stations any way they saw fit. 

Even though stations organized into
networks, broadcasting still was not
organized. The United States government
passed laws to regulate radio. This let station
owners know which airwaves they could use.
The laws also addressed what was okay to
say on the radio and what was not
appropriate.

Even though television and the Internet
are with us today, most homes and cars have
radios. It looks as though this kind of
communication is here to stay, thanks to Mr.
Marconi and his invention.

Part 3: Nonfiction (cont.)
READING PRACTICE TEST
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10. Which of the following would be an
appropriate title for this article?

F Guglielmo Marconi

G Radio: How Did It Begin?

H Radio Is Here to Stay

J Wireless, Here We Go!

11. Which of the following came before
there were 30 radio stations that sent
broadcasts?

A There were an amazing 556
radio stations.

B The “War of the Worlds” program
was broadcast.

C President Roosevelt announced
the attack on Pearl Harbor.

D Guglielmo Marconi came to the
United States.

12. What can you infer about people’s
reactions to radio?

F They didn’t like it and preferred
to watch events.

G It took a long time for them to
get used to the idea.

H They immediately liked it and
were excited about it.

J They shunned Marconi and
thought his invention was too
modern.

13. Which of the following is a fact?

A Radio was the most helpful
invention ever created.

B Mr. Marconi was a genius.

C Radios send signals without
wires.

D Radio will never go away.

14. Which of the following is not a
supporting detail found in this article?

F The United States government
passed laws to regulate radio.

G Marconi won the Nobel Prize in
1909.

H Marconi wanted to introduce his
wireless communication.

J Marconi came to the United
States in 1899.

15. Why did the author most likely write
this article?

A to inform us about the
introduction of radio in the
United States

B to prove how successful a life
Marconi had

C to inspire us to invent more
communication devices

D to inform us about all the
possible radio shows there are
to make

Part 3: Nonfiction (cont.)
READING PRACTICE TEST
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Lesson 1: Punctuation
Directions: Read each sentence. Choose the punctuation mark that is needed in the

sentence. If no more punctuation is needed, choose “None.”

A. Do you think the film is scary

A .
B !
C ?
D None

B. “This is fun, answered Lettie.

F ,
G ?
H ”
J None

1. The clouds were dark, and the wind
was getting stronger.

A !
B .
C ?
D None

2. Jody please don’t forget to feed the
cat.

F ?
G !
H ,
J None

3. “Your brother just called,” said Kyle.

A .
B ,
C !
D None

4. Mary Lucy, and Kylie all went to the
movies.

F .
G !
H ,
J None

5. “Please take out the trash” Mom said.

A “
B ,
C .
D None

6. How much money do we need

F .
G ,
H ?
J None

Practice

Look carefully at all the answer choices before you choose the 
one you think is correct. Make sure you completely fill in the 
circle for your answer choice.
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For items 7–12, choose the line that has a
punctuation error. If there is no error,
choose “No mistakes.”

7. A A snake skeleton has many ribs

B A large snake may have as

C many as 400 pairs!

D No mistakes

8. F I found out how to plant a

G seed and make it grow. It

H grew into a beautiful plant.

J No mistakes

9. A Shandra shook her head.

B She had missed the bus again,

C and she knew shed be late for
school.

D No mistakes

10. F 308 Market Street

G Farmland, MI 44567

H May 14 2002

J No mistakes

11. A Dear Sir,

B I am returning this watch. It has 
not worked since I got it in the
mail.

C Please refund my money?

D No mistakes

12. F I will expect a reply soon.

G Sincerely

H Albert Jones

J No mistakes

For items 13–15, read each sentence with a
blank. Choose the word or words that fit
best in the blank and that show correct
punctuation.

13. Please wash your _________ car
today.

A father’s

B Father’s

C fathers’

D fathers’s

14. _________ don’t forget your backpack.

F Tran

G Tran:

H Tran,

J Tran;

15. We will be going to _________ this
summer.

A Washington: D.C.

B Washington, dc

C washington dc

D Washington, D.C.,

LANGUAGE: LANGUAGE MECHANICS
Lesson 1: Punctuation (cont.)
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Lesson 2: Capitalization & Punctuation

For items A and 1Ð2,choose the sentence
that sho ws correct punctuation and
capitalization.

A. A Rudy gave janet a gift.

B We can leave now but, the party
isnÕt until seven.

C Do you think she will be
surprised?

D This cake looks wonderful?

For items B and 3Ð13,choose the best way
to write the underlined part . If the underl ined
part is correct, choose ÒCorrect as is.Ó

B. Winters are warm in Tucson Arizona .

F Tucson, arizona

G Tucson Arizona,

H Tucson, Arizona.

J Correct as is

1. A Suzie whispered, ÒThis is a great
movie.Ó

B ÒDonÕt forget your money said
Mother.Ó

C Are there seats up front?Ó asked
Bruce?

D ÒletÕs get popcornÓ suggested
Wanda.

2. F Mrs. Shields writes about sports
for our local newspaper.

G Did Dr. Robinson call yet.

H Please give this to miss Young.

J This is Mr McCoyÕs bicycle.

3. Someho w, the shoe landed on Felipe
sanc hezÕs lawn.

A felipe sanchezÕs lawn

B Felipe SanchezÕs lawn

C Felipe SanchezÕs Lawn

D Correct as is

4. Rachel bought a new necklace but
someho w she lost it.

F necklace but,

G necklace, but

H necklace. But

J Correct as is

5. ÒDonÕt change the channel,Óyelled
BenÕs little sister .

A channelÓ yelled

B channel.Ó Yelled

C channel.Ó yelled

D Correct as is

Practice

Remember to look for correct capitalization and punctuation.
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Ricky said, ÒWatch (6) what I can do.Ó 
He rode his bike to the middle of the driveway.
And (7) balanced himself on the back wheel. 
IlÕl bet (8) there isnÕt another kid in mayfield
who (9) can do that.

6. F said, Watch

G said, Òwatch

H said ÒWatch

J Correct as is

7. A driveway and

B driveway and, 

C driveway And

D Correct as is

8. F Ill bet

G IllÕbet

H IÕll bet

J Correct as is

9. A mayfield. Who

B Mayfield who

C mayfield, who

D Correct as is

January 5 2001, (10)
dear Burt (11)
My mom said you are coming to see us next
month. If the weather is right, we can go
skiing, sledding, or (12) ice skating. You can
borrow my brotherÕs skis and skates.
See you soon.
Your Cousin, (13)
Sarah

10. F January 5, 2001

G January 5 2001

H January 5, 2001,

J Correct as is

11. A Dear Burt

B dear burt

C Dear Burt, 

D Correct as is

12. F skiing sledding or

G skiing, sledding, or,

H skiing sledding or,

J Correct as is

13. A Your Cousin

B Your cousin,

C your Cousin,

D Correct as is

LANGUAGE: LANGUAGE MECHANICS
Lesson 2: Capitalization & Punctuation (cont.)
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For items 14Ð15,read each sentence with a
blank. Choose the answer that fits best in
the blank and shows correct capitalization
and punctuation.

14. Do you think we should go swimming,
_________

F Sam?

G sam.

H sam! 

J Sam.

15. The new mall will open on _________ .

A may 1 2002

B May 1, 2002

C may 1, 2002 

D May, 1, 2002

Read the passa ge belo w. For items 16Ð19,
choose the answer that sho ws the best
way to write the underlined par t.

(1) Can you imagine finding a bottle with a
message insideÑor perhaps one containing
money? (2) bottles may travel thousands of
miles in the ocean. (3) Not long ago a child in
new york found a bottle that had been washed
up on the beach. (4) Inside was 1,700!
(5) After waiting a year, the youngster was
allowed to keep the money.

16. In sentence 1, mone y? is best 
written Ñ

F money!

G money.

H Money?

J As it is

17. In sentence 2, bottles is best 
written Ñ

A Bottles;

B Bottles,

C Bottles

D As it is

18. In sentence 3, new york is best 
written Ñ

F New York

G New York,

H New york

J As it is

19. In sentence 4, 1,700! is best written Ñ

A 1700.

B $1,700!

C $1,700?

D As it is

LANGUAGE: LANGUAGE MECHANICS
Lesson 2: Capitalization & Punctuation (cont.)
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Lesson 6: Spelling
Dir ections: For items A and 1–4, choose the word that is spelled correctly and fits best in the

blank. For items B and 5–7, read each phrase. Choose the phrase in which the
underlined word is not spelled correctly.

A. My teacher _________ that I practice
my violin for one hour each day.

A recommended
B reccommended
C reccomended
D recomended

B. F daring rescue
G solid rock
H oister shell
J blue plastic

1. Tomorr ow will be ______ .

A rainee
B rainie
C ranie
D rainy

2. We went on a ______ walk.

F nachur
G nature
H nayture
J nachure

3. The garage needed a ______ cleaning.

A thoroh
B thurow
C thourough
D thorough

4. Jonas is going to a ______ movie .

F horor
G horror
H horrorr
J horrer

5. A avoid capture
B hate to complane
C empty room
D fourteen points

6. F sparkle brightly
G confusing siginal
H shallow water
J find something

7. A receeved a call
B furious crowd
C cable channel
D white chalk

Practice

Read the directions carefull y. Be sure you know whether you 
need to look for the correctl y spelled word or the incorrectl y
spelled word.
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Read each answer . Choose the answer that
has a spelling error. If none have an error,
choose ÒNo mistakes. Ó

10. F reproduce
G usualy
H interest
J No mistakes

11. A service
B fountain
C suceed
D No mistakes

12. F cautius
G observe
H information
J No mistakes

Read each phrase . Choose the underlined
word that is misspelled for how it is used
in the phrase .

13. A groan up
B second chance
C spelling bee
D wrap carefully

14. F terrible food
G famous legend
H dew your homework
J amusing play

15. A airborne sounds
B human population
C beautiful flower
D roll play

Read each sentence . Choose the
underlined par t that is misspelled. If all
words are spelled correctl y, choose 
ÒNo mistake .Ó

16. Alaskan huskies need five thowsand

calories and up to four quarts of water a

day. No mistake

17. During the winter in Japan, they make

elaborate stachues out of ice and snow.

No mistake

18. The five-pound kiwi bird can lay an egg

weighing more than a pound! No mistake

19. Harriet Tubman asited slaves in escaping

by using the Underground Railroad. 

No mistake

LANGUAGE: SPELLING
SAMPLE TEST (cont.)

A

B

D

C

F

G H

J

F

G H J

A B

D
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Directions: Read the directions for each section. Choose the answer you think is correct.

A. In which resource would you look to
find the population density of New
York City?

A dictionary

B newspaper

C card catalog

D atlas

B. What is the name of the part of a book
in which references are listed?

F bibliography

G table of contents

H index

J glossary

Use the sample dictionary entries below to
answer the questions.

crush (krûsh) v. 1. To press between
opposing bodies; to break or hurt. 2. To
subdue. 3. To overwhelm. n. 1. A large crowd.
2. A usu. short-lived foolish attraction. 3. The
object of a short-lived foolish attraction. 4. A
critical moment.

crusty (krûs’tē) adj. 1. Having, being, or being
like a crust. 2. Coarse or rough in manner.

crutch (krûch) n. 1. A support made to help
with walking usu. held under the arm and
sometimes used in pairs. 2. The leg rest on a
sidesaddle. 3. A device used as a support or
prop. v. 1. To support or prop up.

1. The u in crush sounds most like the
vowel sound in the word —

A urge

B us

C took

D horrid

2. Which definition best fits the word crush
as it is used in the sentence below?

There was a huge crush as the
concert hall doors opened.

F n. 1.

G n. 4.

H n. 3.

J n. 2.

3. Which is the correct way to divide
crusty into syllables?

A c-rus-ty

B cr-us-ty

C cr-us-t-y

D crus-ty

4. In which of these sentences is crutch
used as a verb?

F David had to use a crutch 
after he sprained his foot.

G He crutched up the table 
with a tall stick.

H Lee used his baby blanket 
as a crutch to make him braver.

J Ravi threw her leg around 
the crutch as she sat in 
the saddle.

LANGUAGE: STUDY SKILLS
SAMPLE TEST
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Study this entry from an electronic card
catalog to answer items 10–13.

AUTHOR: Lyons, Nick

TITLE: Confessions of a fly-fishing 
addict/Nick Lyons.

PUBLISHER: New York : Simon & Schuster,
c1989

DESCRIPT: 200 p. : 22 cm

SUBJECTS: Fly fishing

ADD TITLE: Confessions of a fly-fishing addict

ISBN: 067168379

DYNIX #: 392312

Copy Details

LIBRARY: KDL-East Grand Rapids Branch

STATUS: on shelf

CALL NUMBER: 799.12 Lyo : 9/89

10. In what year was this book published?

F 2000

G 1989

H 1799

J None of these

11. Choose the label for the shelf on
which you would look for this book.

A 500–600

B 600–700

C 700–800

D 800–900

12. What does the Lyo in the call number
stand for?

F the month it was purchased

G the title

H the library branch

J the author’s last name

13. In which section of the library might
you go to find more books about fly-
fishing?

A 500s

B 600s

C 700s

D 800s

Study the outline and then do items 14–15.

Owls

I. _________

A. Great Horned Owl

B. Snowy Owl

C. Barn Owl

II. Body Characteristics

A. Size

B. Body Covering

C. _________

D. Eyes, Talons, and Beaks

III. Eating Habits

A. Mice

B. Other Small Rodents

14. Which of the following fits best in the
blank next to I.?

F Owl Status

G Owl Habitats

H Types of Owls

J Owl Reproduction

15. Which of the following fits best in the
blank next to C.?

A Feather Variations

B Grasses and Leaves

C Trees

D Nocturnal

LANGUAGE: STUDY SKILLS
SAMPLE TEST (cont.)
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ANSWER SHEET

STUDENT’S NAME

LAST FIRST MI

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B

C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C

D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D

E E E E E E E E E E E E E E E E E E

F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F

G G G G G G G G G G G G G G G G G G

H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I

J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J

K K K K K K K K K K K K K K K K K K

L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L

M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q

R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R

S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T

U U U U U U U U U U U U U U U U U U

V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V

W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z

SCHOOL

TEACHER

FEMALE MALE[ [

BIRTH DATE

MONTH DAY YEAR

JAN [

FEB [

MAR [

APR [

MAY [

JUN [

JUL [

AUG [

SEP [

OCT [

NOV [

DEC [

0 0

1 1

2 2

3 3

4

5

6

7

8

9

0

1

2

3

4

5 5

6 6

7 7

8 8

9 9

0

GRADE
3       4       5

Part 3: SPELLING

Part 1: LANGUAGE MECHANICS
A A B C D

1 A B C D

2 F G H J

3 A B C D

4 F G H J

5 A B C D

6 F G H J

7 A B C D

8 F G H J

9 A B C D

10 F G H J

11 A B C D

12 F G H J

13 A B C D

14 F G H J

15 A B C D

16 F G H J

17 A B C D

18 F G H J

19 A B C D

20 F G H J

A A B C D

1 A B C D

2 F G H J

3 A B C D

4 F G H J

5 A B C D

6 F G H J

7 A B C D

8 F G H J

9 A B C D

10 F G H J

11 A B C D

12 F G H J

13 A B C D

14 F G H J

15 A B C D

16 F G H J

17 A B C D

18 F G H J

19 A B C D

20 F G H J

A A B C D

B F G H J

1 A B C D

2 F G H J

3 A B C D

4 F G H J

5 A B C D

6 F G H J

7 A B C D

8 F G H J

9 A B C D

10 F G H J

11 A B C D

12 F G H J

13 A B C D

14 F G H J

15 A B C D

16 F G H J

17 A B C D

18 F G H J

19 A B C D

A A B C D

1 A B C D

2 F G H J

3 A B C D

4 F G H J

5 A B C D

6 F G H J

7 A B C D

8 F G H J

9 A B C D

10 F G H J

11 A B C D

12 F G H J

13 A B C D

14 F G H J

Part 2: LANGUAGE EXPRESSION

Part 4: STUDY SKILLS

















Published by Spectrum. Copyright protected. 1-57768-974-7 Spectrum Test Practice 499

Name _________________________________________________ Date_____________________

For items 10Ð12,read each answer. Choose
the answer that has a spelling error . If
none have an error, choose ÒNo mistakes. Ó

10. F broil
G acident
H dwarf
J No mistakes

11. A jury
B knuckle
C pollite
D No mistakes

12. F wildernes
G structure
H republic
J No mistakes

For items 13Ð15,read each phrase . Choose
the underlined word that is misspelled for
how it is used in the phrase .

13. A ad numbers
B brilliant diamond
C distant planet
D nibble cheese

14. F compound word
G baron wasteland
H science laboratory
J publish a book

15. A blood vessel
B olive oil
C length of chord
D mosquito net

For items 16Ð19,read each sentence .
Choose the underlined par t that is
misspelled. If all words are spelled
correctl y, choose ÒNo mistake .Ó

16. We should probly go inside before t h e

t h u n d e r s t o r m starts. No mistake

17. Our dog always houls at the moon on

Thursday nights. No mistake

18. The weather forecast for this w e e k e n d

looks p o s t i t i v e.  No mistake

19. Sharon was completing a puzzle with her

classmate Marty. No mistake

Par t 3: Spelling (cont.)
LANGUAGE PRACTICE TEST

F G

H J

F G

H J

A B

DC

A B

DC
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SCHEDULE

9:00 Clean Room

10:00 Take out Trash

10:30 Walk Dog

11:00 Clean Bathroom

11:30 Clean Kitchen

12:00 Lunch

12:30 Water Houseplants

1:00 Water Garden

1:30 Go to Grocery Store

A. Study the schedule. What should you
be doing at 11:30?

A Eating lunch

B Taking out the trash

C Cleaning the kitchen

D Walking the dog

Study the map. Read items 1–4 and choose
the correct answer.

1. Near which coordinate is the library
located?

A B-2

B A-3

C D-3

D C-1

2. Where are the factories located?

F west of Apple Street

G on the north side of the city

H on the south side of the city

J south of Bell Street

3. How many wooded areas does this
town have?

A 1

B 2

C 3

D 4

4. If you walked from the library toward
one of the swimming pools, you would
be going —

F southeast

G northwest

H northeast

J southwest

LANGUAGE PRACTICE TEST
Part 4: Study Skills
Directions: Study the schedule. Then choose the correct answer to the question.

Maple Street

M
arch Lane

Pine Street

Jones Street

Bell Street

Acorn Street

Yellow
 Lane

M
ay S

treet

A
pple S

treet

W
ood Lane

1 2 3 4

A

B

C

D

W E

N

S

library

woods

Legend

swimming
pool

house

factory
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For items 5–9, choose the best answer for
each question.

5. Where would you look to find the
phone number for a plumber?

A encyclopedia

B newspaper

C telephone book

D atlas

6. Which resource would you use to find
out when Hanukkah occurs this year?

F encyclopedia

G calendar

H dictionary

J atlas

7. Where would you look to find a word
that means the same as another word?

A dictionary

B crossword puzzle

C encyclopedia

D thesaurus

8. Which would you find in the glossary
of a book?

F the year the book was published

G the meanings of words from the
book

H the titles of the book chapters

J the topics found in the book and
where to find them

9. Which of the following would probably
appear on a map of your state?

A locations of gas stations

B lakes, rivers, and major waterways

C the street where you live

D the location of your city hall

For items 10–13, choose the word or name
that would come first if the list was
arranged in alphabetical order.

10. F door

G dog

H double

J dragon

11. A annoy

B hoot

C horn

D ancient

12. F Joling, Beth

G Omar, Elijah

H Appleton, John

J Harkness, Dan

13. A Davis, Pam

B Davis, Renee

C Davis, Rob

D Davis, Sasha

Read the sentences. Choose the answer
that shows key words that should be
included in notes on Frederick Douglass.

14. Frederick Douglass was probably born
in 1818. He became a well-known
author, speaker, and reformer on the
subject of the abolition of slavery.

F Frederick Douglass; well-known
speaker; slavery

G Frederick Douglass; born 1818;
reformer; abolition of slavery

H 1818; author; speaker; abolition

J probably;1818; author; abolition

Part 4: Study Skills (cont.)
LANGUAGE PRACTICE TEST
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MATH: CONCEPTS
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Lesson 1: Numeration
Directions: Read and work each problem. Choose the correct answer and mark it. 

A. Which of the following is an odd
number and a multiple of 3?

A 6

B 9

C 24

D 11

B. The following is a list of how many
baseball cards these friends collected:
Tanya—207, Mercedes—287, Jared—
278, and Lance—239. Which of the
following answers shows the baseball
card collections arranged from least
cards to most?

F Tanya, Lance, Mercedes, Jared

G Tanya, Lance, Jared, Mercedes

H Lance, Tanya, Mercedes, Jared

J Mercedes, Jared, Lance, Tanya

1. Yusef is in line to take his turn at the
long jump. There are 13 people in line,
and he is in the middle. What is his
place in line?

A fifth

B tenth

C seventh

D sixth

2. There are an even number of events in
which students can participate at the
May Day fair. Which of the following
could be the number of events?

F 11

G 15

H 21

J 22

3. What is 547 rounded to the nearest
hundred?

A 550

B 560

C 500

D 600

4. Colleen found 16 shells on Saturday
and 17 shells on Sunday. Al found 12
shells on Saturday and 22 shells on
Sunday. Who found the greater
number of shells altogether?

F Al

G Colleen

H They found the same number of
shells.

J Not enough information

Practice

Look at all the answer choices before you choose. Make sure you 
fill in the answer circle completely.
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5. What number goes in the box on the
number line shown?

A 230

B 224

C 222

D 228

6. Which number is between 456,789 and
562,325?

F 572,325

G 564,331

H 455,644

J 458,319

7. If these numbers are put in order from
greatest to least, what is the number
exactly in the middle?

45 55 50 65 30 35 75

A 45

B 50

C 35

D 30

8. Look at the numbers below. If these
numbers are ordered from least to
greatest, which answer choice would
correctly fit?

33,616 255,500 4,580,000 ________

F 887,140,000

G 88,846

H 3,540,939

J 2,193

9. What is $15.67 rounded to the nearest
dollar?

A $15.00

B $15.50

C $16.00

D $15.60

10. Choose the most reasonable answer.
What is the average number of books
in a bookstore?

F 100

G 1,000,000

H 10,000

J 600

11. Which group of numbers is in order
from least to greatest?

A 4, 34, 16, 66, 79

B 13, 24, 35, 44, 65 

C 76, 89, 45, 13, 12

D 3, 56, 12, 98, 10

12. Which of these numbers is even and a
multiple of 12?

F 35

G 145

H 144

J 148

13. Which of the following will have a
remainder when divided by 6?

A 12

B 42

C 36

D 46

MATH: CONCEPTS
Lesson 1: Numeration (cont.)

215 218 220 �
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MATH: CONCEPTS
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Lesson 2: Number Concepts
Directions: Read and work each problem. Choose the correct answer and mark it.

A. Which number has an 8 in the
thousands place?

A 81,428

B 78,643

C 42,638

D 29,821

B. What is the meaning of 1,976?

F one thousand nine hundred
seventy-six

G one hundred ninety-six

H nineteen thousand seventy-six

J nineteen seventy-sixes

1. Two thousand fifty-six can be 
shown as —

A 20,056

B 256

C 2.56

D 2,056

2. What is 365 rounded to the 
nearest ten?

F 400

G 360

H 370

J 300

3. What does the 4 in 42,678 mean?

A 4,000

B 400

C 40,000

D 4

4. What is the next number in this
sequence?

2  4  6  8  10  12  …

F 16

G 14

H 20

J 13

5. What number can be expressed as the
following?

(8 x 2) + 4 

A 10

B 14

C 20

D 23

6. 768 =

F seven sixty-eight

G seventeen hundred sixty-eight

H seven hundred sixty-eight

J seven thousand sixty-eight

Practice

Look for key words in each problem. If you are stuck, skip the
problem and come back to it at the end of this lesson.
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7. What is the meaning of 690?

A 69 hundreds

B 6 hundreds and 9 ones

C 69 tens

D 6 hundreds and 9 tens

8. Which number can be expressed as
(14 + 5) + (9 x 3) – 1?

F 30

G 31

H 46

J 45

9. What is the correctly written expanded
numeral for 265?

A 200 + 60 + 5

B 260 + 5

C 2 + 6 + 5

D 200 + 65

10. What is 42 in written form?

F fourteen two

G four two

H forty-two

J fourty-two

11. What is another way to write ten
thousands?

A 10 + 1,000

B 1,000

C ten 1,000

D 10,000

12. Shawn is collecting stones for a
project. On the first day, he collects
100. On the second day, he collects
20. On the third, he finds 3 stones.
Which number shows how many
stones he collected in all?

F 23

G 123

H 1,023

J 24

13. What is the standard form of 5,000 +
70 + 9?

A 579,000

B 5,790

C 5,079

D 579

14. What is the standard form of forty-two
thousand nine hundred and one?

F 42,910

G 42,901

H 4,291

J 429,100

MATH: CONCEPTS
Lesson 2: Number Concepts (cont.)
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MATH: CONCEPTS
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Lesson 3: Properties
Directions: Read and work each problem. Choose the correct answer and mark it. 

A. The sum of two numbers is 21 and
their product is 98. What are the 2
numbers?

A 12 and 8

B 14 and 7

C 77 and 21

D 7 and 9

B. What number goes in the box to make
this number sentence true?

F 4

G 1

H 2

J 3

1. Which number comes next in this
pattern?

5, 15, 45, _________

A 50

B 60

C 135

D None of these

2. The only charge to use the pool is the
$3.00 parking fee. Which of these
number sentences should be used to
find how much money the parking lot
made on a day when 82 cars were
parked there?

F 82 + $3.00 =

G 82 – $3.00 =

H 82 x $3.00 =

J 82 ÷ $3.00 =

3. What is 788 rounded to the nearest
hundred?

A 700

B 780

C 790

D 800

4. What equation would you use to find
out the number of minutes in one
week?

F 24 x 60

G (7 x 24) x 60

H (7 x 24) x 365

J 365 ÷ 60

Practice

Read each problem carefully and be sure you understand what it is
asking for. Double-check the letter of your answer choice before
filling in the circle.

�
4

= 1
2
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5. There are two numbers whose product
is 98 and quotient is 2. What are the
two numbers?

A 49 and 8

B 14 and 2

C 14 and 7

D 96 and 2

6. Look at the problem below. Which of
these symbols goes in the box to get
the smallest answer?

150 � 6 =

F +

G –

H x

J ÷

7. What letter is missing from this
pattern?

CDE_____GCDEFG

A C

B A

C G

D F

8. Which number sentence goes with 
5 + 32 = 37?

F 37 – 32 = 5

G 37 + 5 = 42

H 32 x 5 = 160

J 32 ÷ 8 = 4

9. The � stands for what number?

5 x � = 200

A 100

B 40

C 4

D 25

10. Which equation will have the greatest
answer?

F 357 – 6 =

G 615 – 485 =

H 888 – 777 =

J 915 – 769 =

11. Each column in the number pattern
below equals 21. What numbers are
missing?

3 5 2 1 6

2 7 8 9 1

9 8 4 6 7

___ 1 7 ___ 7

A 6 and 8

B 7 and 5

C 1 and 7

D 4 and 3

12. Suppose you are estimating by
rounding to the nearest ten. What
numbers should you use to estimate if
you are rounding numbers between 23
and 46?

F 30 and 50

G 30 and 40

H 20 and 50

J 20 and 40

MATH: CONCEPTS
Lesson 3: Properties (cont.)
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MATH: CONCEPTS
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Lesson 4: Fractions & Decimals
Directions: Read and work each problem. Show each fraction in simplest form. 

Choose the correct answer and mark it. 

A. is equal to which of the following?

A 0.04

B 0.40

C 0.25

D 0.50

B. Which number could be put in the
empty box to make this statement true?

> �

F

G 7

H 8

J 8.7

1. Which of these figures is      shaded?

A B

C D

2. What point represents      ?

F A

G B

H C

J D

3. Marianne traveled 99.5 miles in one
weekend. If she traveled 46.9 miles on
Saturday, how far did she travel on
Sunday?

A 52.6 miles

B 146.4 miles

C 34 miles

D Not enough information

4. Which mixed number below is the

same as      ?

F 1 

G 1 

H 9 

J 9

Practice

Pay close attention to the numbers in the denominator
and the placement of the decimal points. If you misread,
you may choose the wrong answer.

1 2 3 4

A B C D

4
7

1
4

8
7

7
8

3
4

82
9

9
9

1
9

1
9
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5. Which of the following numbers has a
5 in the hundredths place?

A 505.21

B 251.32

C 31.335

D 63.251

6. What picture shows a fraction
equivalent to     ?

F G

H J

7. Which of these has a value greater
than      ?

A

B

C

D

8. Which number shows how much of
the figure below is shaded?

F

G

H

J

9. Which fraction shows how many of
the shapes are shaded?

A

B

C

D 3

10. Which of the decimals below names
the smallest number?

F 2.15

G 2.05

H 2.50

J 2.21

11. Which fraction and decimal set below
shows equal amounts?

A and 0.125

B and 0.34 

C and 0.25

D and 0.02

12. How would 4.75 be represented as a
fraction in simplest terms? 

F 4 

G 4 

H 4  

J 4  

MATH: CONCEPTS
Lesson 4: Fractions & Decimals (cont.)

3
10

1
8

1
16

9
4

1
32

1
64

1
2

2
10

5
1

5
100

1
3

2
3

12
4

1
8

3
4

1
2

2
10

3
4

7
5

3
5

75
100
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Directions: Read and work each problem. Show each fraction in simplest form.  Choose the
correct answer and mark it.

A. Which of these is the best estimate of
767 ÷ 7 = � ?

A 10

B 11

C 100

D 110

B. Which symbol below best completes
the equation?

84.62 � 84.26

F >

G =

H <

J None of these

1. In this pyramid, each number is the
product of the two numbers directly
below it. Which number is missing
from the pyramid?

A 6

B 4

C 8

D None of these

2. How many hundreds are in 100,000?

F 10

G 100,000

H 100

J 1,000

3. Which of the following fraction groups
are ordered correctly from least to
greatest?

A 1    ,        ,   ,     

B ,   , ,       

C ,   , ,  

D ,   , ,  

4. What is 10,962 in written form?

F nineteen thousand sixty-two

G ten thousand nine hundred 
sixty-two

H one thousand nine hundred
sixty-two

J ten thousand nine six two

MATH: CONCEPTS
SAMPLE TEST

48

8 ____

4 2 3

1
8

7
8

5
8

8
8

2
3

2
5

2
4

5
6

1
2

1
3

1
4

1
6

2
10

2
8

2
5

2
3

?
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5. Which of the following is not a
multiple of 3 that is less than 30?

A 15

B 6

C 18

D 19

6. Which number correctly completes
the following related number
sentences?

6 – 2 = �
2 + � = 6
6 – � = 2
� + 2 = 6

F 4

G 2

H 3

J 6

7. Which fraction names the greatest
number?

A

B

C

D

8. What is 500,003,300 in correctly
written expanded form?

F 500,000,000 + 3,000 + 3

G 500,000,000 + 30,000 + 30

H 500,000 + 3,300

J 500,000,000 + 3,000 + 300

9. What equation would you use to solve
the following problem?

Tyrone and Lawrence have a total of
26 CDs. They each have the same
number of CDs. How many CDs does
Tyrone have?

A 26 x 2 = �
B 26 + 2 = �
C 26 – 2 = �
D 26 ÷ 2 = �

10. What fraction goes in the box on the
number line below?

F

G

H

J None of these

11. If you made 20 cookies and had to fit
them into 4 boxes to give to your
friends, how would you find the
number of cookies to fit in each box?

A add 20 and 4

B subtract 4 from 20

C multiply 20 by 4

D divide 20 by 4

12. What is $73.52 rounded to the nearest
dollar?

F $73.50

G $74.00

H $73.00

J $75.00

MATH: CONCEPTS
SAMPLE TEST (cont.)

�1
4

1
3

2
3

3
4
2
3
7
8
1
2

3
4
1
2
2
4
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Lesson 5: Addition & Subtraction of Whole Numbers
Directions: Choose the correct answer to each equation. Choose “None of these” if the

correct answer is not given.

A. A 6

B 56

C 54

D None of these

B. F 919

G 931

H 4650

J None of these

1. A 810

B 830

C 710

D None of these

2. F 967

G 1221

H 769

J None of these

3. A 212

B 374

C 188

D None of these

4. F 8,686

G 8,668

H 3,292

J None of these

5. A 23

B 67

C 990

D None of these

6. F 99

G 53

H 3

J None of these

7. A 196

B 4

C 148

D None of these

8. F 10

G 78

H 64

J None of these

Practice

Pay special attention to the operation sign. Make sure you know
whether to add or subtract.

282
422

+  116

995
–  226

281 – 93 =

5,989
+  2,697

45
–  22

76
–  23

96 + 52 + 48 =

7 + � = 71

31
+  25

925
–  6
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Lesson 6: Addition & Subtraction of Fractions
Directions: Choose the correct answer to each equation in simplest form. Choose “None of

these” if the correct answer is not given.

A. A ��

B 1 ��

C 1

D None of these

B. F 2

G 1 ��

H ��	

J None of these

1. A 4

B 3 
�

C 3 ��

D None of these

2. F 
�

G 1

H �


J None of these

3. A ���

B ��

C ���

D None of these

4. F ���

G �� �� 

H 1 ��
J None of these

5. A 0

B ���

C ��
D None of these

6. F 1 ��

G ��

H ��
J None of these

7. A 1 
�

B ���

C ��
D None of these

Practice

Look closely at the operation sign. Add whole numbers together
first, then fractions. Remember to reduce to simplest form.

2 

1   
+

1
5
3
5

1

–

4
7
3
7

4
5

+ 4
5

3
4

– 1
4

1
10

+ 5
10

=

=

=

7
8

+ 1
8

=5
8

+

6
6

– 6
6

=

�

� – 2
9

= 5
9

–

7
9
6
9
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Choose the correct answer to each
equation in simplest form. Choose “None
of these” if the correct answer is not given.

8. F ��

G 1

H ��

J None of these

9. A ��

B 1 ��

C 0

D None of these

10. F 1 ��

G 1 ��

H ��

J None of these

11. A ��

B ���

C 1 �


D None of these

12. F 2 ��
G 1 ���
H 2 ��

J None of these

13. A ��
B ��
C 1

D None of these

14. F ��
G �!�
H ���

J None of these

15. A �� �� 
B 1 ���
C �"�

D None of these

16. F ��
G ��
H 1 �


J None of these

MATH: COMPUTATION
Lesson 6: Addition & Subtraction of Fractions (cont.)

11
12

– 9
12

1
24

+ 5
24

=

=

9
11

+ 1
11

=3
11

+

2
3

– � = 1
3

� – 2
3

= 0

1

–

3
14
1
14

1

+

7
9
5
9

2
4

+ � = 1

1  

+

5
6

�

2
3
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Lesson 7: Addition & Subtraction of Decimals
Directions: Choose the correct answer to each equation. Choose “None of these” if the

correct answer is not given.

A. A 16.149

B 161.49

C 160.149

D None of these

B. F 9.89

G 3.89

H 6.92

J None of these

1. A 0

B 0.12

C 1

D None of these

2. F 1.25

G $1.25

H .125

J None of these

3. A 1.0862

B 0.2212

C 0.22

D None of these

4. F 15.08

G 5.07

H 4.94

J None of these

5. A 1.4

B 4.4

C 1.109

D None of these

6. F 122

G $4.92

H $1.22

J None of these

7. A $72.32

B 72.52

C $72.52

D None of these

8. F 15.059

G 29.055

H 4.949

J None of these

Practice

The answer in an addition problem is always larger than the
numbers being added.

6.211
+  9.938

$0.57
+  0.68

6.89 – 3.00 =

0.6 – 0.6 =

0.6537
–  0.4325

� – 5.07 = 10.01

1.5 + 2.9 =

$3.07 – $1.85 =

$24.59
19.57

+  28.36

12.053 + � = 17.002



Examples

MATH: COMPUTATION

Published by Spectrum. Copyright protected. 1-57768-974-7 Spectrum Test Practice 4116

Name _________________________________________________ Date_____________________

Lesson 8: Multiplication of Whole Numbers
Directions: Choose the correct answer to each equation. Choose “None of these” if the

correct answer is not given.

A. A 328

B 1,296

C 320

D None of these

B. F 5,929

G 72

H 170

J None of these

1. A 296

B 166

C 45

D None of these

2. F 1,753

G 1,749

H 3,502

J None of these

3. A 68

B 90

C 869

D None of these

4. F 201

G 820

H 51 R4

J None of these

5. A 262

B 94

C 14,952

D None of these

6. F 76

G 68

H 18

J None of these

7. A 361

B 247

C 5 R19

D None of these

8. F 660

G 4

H 396

J None of these

Practice

Pay close attention to the numbers in the problem and in the 
answer choices. If you misread even one number, you will 
probably choose the wrong answer.

324
x  4

121 x 49 =

37
x  8

1,751
x  2

79
x  11

205
x  4

178
x  84

304
x  57

� x 4 = 72

132 x � = 528
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