
Verb Tenses

 Simple Present

 Present continuous

 Simple past

 Past continuos

 Future (going to)

 Future (will)

 Future Continuous

 Present Perfect

 Present Perfect Continuous

 Past Perfect

 Past Perfect Continuous

 Future Perfect

 Future Perfect Continuous.



Simple Present

 How do we make the Present Simple Tense?

Examples:

 You speak English.

 Do you speak english?

 You do not speak english.

subject + auxiliary verb +  main verb

do base



Simple Present

 Use the Simple Present to express the idea that an action is repeated or usual.

Examples:

 I play tennis.

 She does not play tennis.

 Does he plays tennis?

 The train leaves every morning at 8 AM.

 She always forgets her purse.



Simple Present

 We use the present simple tense when:

 the action is general.

 the action happens all the time, or habitually, in the past, present and future.

 the action is not only happening now.

 the statement is always true.



Simple Present

 Simple Present can be:



Present continuous

 How do we make the Present Continuous Tense?

 The structure of the present continuous tense is:

Examples:

 I am speaking to you.

 You are reading this.

 She is not staying in London.

 We are not playing football.

 Is he watching TV?.

 Are they waiting for John?.

subject +  auxiliary verb +   main verb

be base + ing



Present Continuous

 How do we use the Present Continuous Tense?

 We use the present continuous tense to talk about:

 Things that are happening at the time of speaking.

 She is watching TV now.

 I am Reading a book.

 Things that are happening, but not necessarily at the exact time we are

speaking.

 We´re studying Italian this year.

 She´s working this summer.



Simple Past

 How do we make the Past Simple Tense?

 To make the past simple tense, we use:

Examples:

 You called Debbie.

 Did you call Debbie?.

 You did not call Debbie.

• past form only

or

• auxiliary did + base form



Simple Past

 Here you can see examples of the past form and base form for irregular 

verbs and regular verbs:

V 1

base

V2

past

V3

Past Participle

Regular verb work

explode

like

worked

exploded

liked

worked

exploded

liked

The past form for 

all regular verbs 

ends in -ed.

Irregular verb go

see

sing

went

saw

sang

gone

seen

sung

The past form for 

irregular verbs is 

variable. You need 

to learn it by heart.

You do not need the past 

participle form to make the 

past simple tense. It is shown 

here for completeness only.



Simple Past

 The structure for positive sentences in the past simple tense is:

subject + main verb

past

 The structure for negative sentences in the past simple tense is:

subject+ auxiliary verb + not + main verb

did base

 The structure for question sentences in the past simple tense is:

auxiliary verb + subject+ main verb

did base



Simple Past

How do we use the Past Simple Tense?

 We use the past simple tense to talk about an action or a situation - an event 

- in the past. The event can be short or long.

Here are some short events with the past simple tense:

 The car exploded at 9:30 am yesterday.

 She went he to the door.

 We did not hear the telephone.

 Did you see that car?.



Past Continuous

How do we use the Past Continuous Tense?

The past continuous tense expresses action at a particular moment in the past. 

The action started before that moment but has not finished at that moment.

To make the past continuous:

Examples:

 You were studying when she called.

 Were you studying when she called?.

 You were not studying when she called.

[was/were + present participle]



Past Continuous

When we use the past continuous tense?

 To talk about actions that were in progress at a particular time in the past.

I was writing a letter at 5 o´clock yesterday afternoon.

They were working in Japan last year.

 To talk about two or more actions that were in progress at the same time in

the past.

He was washing the car and listening to the radio.

At 12 o´clock I was making lunch while John was gardening.

 To set the scene of a story.

The sun was shining and the birds were singing in the trees.

The wind was blowing and the baby was crying.



Past Continuous

The past continuous has three parts:

 The subject pronouns.

(I,you,he,etc.)

 The verb to be

( was or were)

 The main verb with an

–ing ending.



Past Continuous

 While vs. When

Clauses are groups of words which have meaning, but are often not complete

sentences. Some clauses begin with the word "when" such as "when she

called" or "when it bit me." Other clauses begin with "while" such as "while she

was sleeping" and "while he was surfing." When you talk about things in the

past, "when" is most often followed by the verb tense Simple Past, whereas

"while" is usually followed by Past Continuous. "While" expresses the idea of

"during that time." Study the examples below. They have similar meanings, but

they emphasize different parts of the sentence.

Examples:

 I was studying when she called.

 While I was studying, she called.



Simple Future 

 Simple Future has two different forms in English: "will" and "be going to."

Although the two forms can sometimes be used interchangeably, they often

express two very different meanings. These different meanings might seem

too abstract at first, but with time and practice, the differences will become

clear. Both "will" and "be going to" refer to a specific time in the future.

Form Will Form Be Going To

Examples: Examples:

-You will help me later. -You are going to meet Jane tonight.

-Will you help me later?. - Are you going to meet Jane tonight?.

- You will not help him later. - you are not going to meet Jane tonight.

[will + verb] [am/is/are + going to + verb]



Simple Future

 We use the future Will:

 For predictions about the future.

-You will have lots of children and a long, happy life.

 For decisions made at the time of speaking.

-This dress is perfect! I´ll but it.

 For promises:

-I won´t be late. I promise.

 For threats and warnings.

-Look out! You´ll fall into that hole!

 For offers.

-I´ll take you to the airport.



Simple Future

 We use be going to to talk about:

 Plans and arrangements in the near future.

-We are going to try that new Italian restaurant tomorrow.

-He is going to take his driving test next week.

 Something we know is going to happen because we have evidence.

 He´s driving too fast. He´s going to crash!

 I didn´t study. I´m going to fail the exam.



Future Continuous

 How do we make the Future Continuous Tense?

 The structure of the future continuous tense is:

Subject + auxiliary verb Will + auxiliary Be +  main verb.

Will be present participle

base + ing

Examples:

 I will be working at 10 am.

 You will be lying on a beach tomorrow.

 She will not be using the car.

 Will you be playing football?.



Future Continuous

 We use future continuous for:

 An action that will be on going at a particular time in the future.

-At noon tomorrow, I´ll be taking the children to their piano lessons.

 Future actions which have already been decided.

-I´ll be wearing my black evening dress to the dinner.



Present Perfect

 How do we make the Present Perfect Tense?

The structure of the present perfect tense is:

Examples:

 I have seen ET.

 You have eaten mine.

 She has not been to Rome.

 Have you finished?

subject +  auxiliary verb  +  main verb

have past participle



Present Perfect

 How do we use the Present Perfect Tense?

• This tense is called the present perfect tense. There is always a connection 

with the past and with the present. There are basically three uses for the 

present perfect tense:

• Experience.

• Change.

• Continuing situation.

We use the Present Perfect to talk about:

 Something that happened in the past but we don´t say exactly when.

-They have seen this movie.

-She has already had her lunch.



Present Perfect

 Something that happened in the past that has a connection with the present.

-He has packed all his things. He´s ready to leave now.

-I have lost my keys. I can´t open the front door.

 Something that started in the past but has not finished.

- I have worked for this company since 2000.

- It has been hot for a week.



Present Perfect Continuous

 How do we make the Present Perfect Continuous Tense?

The structure of the present perfect continuous tense is:

Ex

Examples:

- You have been waiting here for two hours.

- Have you been waiting here for two hours?

- You have not been waiting here for two hours.

Subject + auxiliary verb + auxiliary verb + main verb

have been base + ing

has



Present Perfect Continuous

 How do we use the Present Perfect Continuous Tense?

 An action that began in the past and has recently ended.

-Have you been raking the lawn? There´s grass all over your pant legs.

 An action that began in the past an continues in the present.

-Laura has been studying for two hours.

 An action repeated over a period of time in the past and continuing in the

present.

-Simon has been smoking since he was thirteen.

 A general action recently in progress ( no particular time is mentioned).

-I´ve been thinking about going to college next year.



Present Perfect continuous

 For and Since with Present Perfect Continuous Tense

We often use for and since with the present perfect tense.

 We use for to talk about a period of time - 5 minutes, 2 weeks, 6 years.

 We use since to talk about a point in past time - 9 o'clock, 1st January, 

Monday.

 Examples:

 I have been studying for 3 hours.

 I have watching TV since 7pm.

 Tara hasn´t been feeling well for 2 weeks.

 He has been living in Bangkok since he left school.



Past Perfect

 How do we make the Past Perfect Tense?

The structure of the past perfect tense is:

Examples:

-You had studied English before you moved to New York.

-Had you studied English before you moved to New York?

-You had not studied English before you moved to New York.

Subject + auxiliary verb have + main verb

conjugated in simple past tense past participle

had



Past Perfect 

 How do we use the Past Perfect Tense?

 Something that happened in the past before another action in the past. For 

the action that happened first, we use the Past Perfect. For the action that 

happened second, we use the Simple Past.

-The fire had gone out before the firefighters got there.

 Something that happened before a specific time in the past.

-They had all left by midnight.

 Something that happened in the past and had an effect on a following 

actions or state.

-He had forgotten his wallet, so he borrowed some money from me.



Past Perfect 

 You can sometimes think of the past perfect tense like the present perfect tense,
but instead of the time being now the time is past.

Past Perfect Tense Present Perfect Tense

Had have

done done

Past now future past now future

Adverb placement

The examples below show the placement grammar adverbs such as: always, only,
never, ever, still, just, etc.

You had previously studied English beforeyou moved to NewYork.



Past Perfect Continuous

 How do we make the Past Perfect Continuous Tense?

The structure of the past perfect continuous tense is:

J

Examples.

-You had been waiting there for more than two hours when she finally arrived.

-Had you been waiting there for more than two hours when she finally arrived?.

-You had not been waiting there for more than two hours when she finally 

arrived.

Subject + auxiliary verb HAVE + auxiliary verb BE + main verb
conjugated in simple past tense past participle present participle

had been base + ing



Past Perfect Continuous

 How do we use the Past Perfect Continuous Tense?

The past perfect continuous tense is like the past perfect tense, but it 

expresses longer actions in the past before another action in the past.

 We use the Past Perfect Continuous to show that:

 One action in the past lasted a long time before another past action.

-The baby had been crying for an hour before her mother came home.

 One action that lasted a long time in the past had an effect on a following 

action or state.

-She had been training all morning, so she was exhausted when she got 

home.



Future Perfect 

 How do we make the Future Perfect Tense?

 The future perfect has two different form: “will have done” and “be going to 

have gone”

 Form future perfect with “WILL”

Examples:

-You will have perfected your English by the time you come back from the U.S.

-Will you have perfected you English by the time you come back from the U.S.?.

-You will not have perfected you English by the time you come back from the 

U.S.

Subject + will have + past participle



Future Perfect 

 FORM Future Perfect with "Be Going To"

[am/is/are + going to have + past participle]

Examples:

-You are going to have perfected your English by the time you come back from 

the U.S.

-Are you going to have perfected your English by the time you come back from 

the U.S.?

-You are not going to have perfected your English by the time you come back 

from the U.S



Future Perfect 

 Completed action before something in the future

 The Future Perfect expresses the idea that something will occur before 

another action in the future. It can also show that something will happen 

before a specific time in the future.

Examples:

-By next November, I will have received my promotion.

-By the time he gets home, she is going to have cleaned the entire house.

 Duration before something in the future ( non- Continuous verbs)

 Examples:

-I will have been in London for six months by the time I leave.

-By Monday, Susan is going to have had my book for a week.



Future Perfect Continuous

 How do we make the Future Perfect Continuous Tense?

The structure of the future perfect continuous tense is:

I

Examples:

- I will have been working for four hours.

- You will have been travelling for two years.

- She will have not been using the car.

- Will you have been playing football?.

- Will they have been watching TV?.

Subject + auxiliary verb WILL + auxiliary verb HAVE + auxiliary verb BE + main verb

invariable invariable past participle present participle

WILL HAVE BE base + ing



Future Perfect Continuous. 

 How do we use the Future Perfect Continuous Tense?

 We use the future perfect continuous tense to talk about a long action before 

some point in the future.

Examples:

-I will have been working here for ten years next week.

-He will be tired when he arrives. He will have been travelling for 24 hours.



Modals Verbs

 Modals are always followed by the base form of a verb. They indicate mood 

or attitude.

 Modals are different from normal verb:

 They don´t use an “s” for the third person singular.

 They make questions by inversion (“she can go” becomes “can she go?”).

 They are followed directly by the infinitive of another verb (without “to”).

Can had better may must shall will

could Have to might Ought to should would



Modals Verbs

Can

"Can" is one of the most commonly used modal verbs in English. It can be 

used to express ability or opportunity, to request or offer permission, and to 

show possibility or impossibility.

Examples:

 I can ride a horse. (ability)

 We can stay with my brother when we are in Paris. (opportunity)

 She cannot stay out after 10 PM. (permission)

 Can you hand me the stapler? (request )

 Any child can grow up to be president. (Possibility.)



Modals Verbs

Could

"Could" is used to express possibility or past ability as well as to make 

suggestions and requests. "Could" is also commonly used in conditional 

sentences as the conditional form of "can."

Examples:

 Extreme rain could cause the river to flood the city. (possibility)

 Nancy could ski like a pro by the age of 11. (past ability)

 You could see a movie or go out to dinner. (suggestion)

 Could I use your computer to email my boss?. (request)

 We could go on the trip if I didn't have to work this weekend. (Conditional.)



Modals Verbs

Had Better

"Had better" is most commonly used to make recommendations. It can also be 

used to express desperate hope as well as warn people.

Examples:

 You had better take your umbrella with you today. (recommendation)

 That bus had better get here soon! (desperate hope)

 You had better watch the way you talk to me in the future! (Warning.)



Modals Verbs

Have to

"Have to" is used to express certainty, necessity, and obligation.

Examples:

 This answer has to be correct. (certainty)

 The soup has to be stirred continuously to prevent burning. (necessity)

 They have to leave early. (obligation)



Modals Verbs

MAY

 "May" is most commonly used to express possibility. It can also be used to 

give or request permission, although this usage is becoming less common.

Examples:

 Cheryl may be at home, or perhaps at work. (possibility)

 Johnny, you may leave the table when you have finished your dinner. (give 

permission)

 May I use your bathroom? (request permission)



Modals Verbs

 MIGHT

 "Might" is most commonly used to express possibility. It is also often used 

in conditional sentences. English speakers can also use "might" to make 

suggestions or requests, although this is less common in American English.

Examples:

 Your purse might be in the living room. (possibility)

 If I didn't have to work, I might go with you. (conditional)

 You might visit the botanical gardens during your visit. (suggestion)

 Might I borrow your pen? (request)



Modals Verbs

 MUST

"Must" is most commonly used to express certainty. It can also be used to 

express necessity or strong recommendation." "Must not" can be used to 

prohibit actions, but this sounds very severe; speakers prefer to use softer 

modal verbs such as "should not" or "ought not" to dissuade rather than 

prohibit.

Examples:

 This must be the right address! (certainty)

 Students must pass an entrance examination to study at this school. 

(necessity)

 You must take some medicine for that cough. (strong recommendation)

 Jenny, you must not play in the street! (prohibition)



Modals Verbs

 MUST

"Must" is most commonly used to express certainty. It can also be used to 

express necessity or strong recommendation." "Must not" can be used to 

prohibit actions, but this sounds very severe; speakers prefer to use softer 

modal verbs such as "should not" or "ought not" to dissuade rather than 

prohibit.

Examples:

 This must be the right address! (certainty)

 Students must pass an entrance examination to study at this school. 

(necessity)

 You must take some medicine for that cough. (strong recommendation)

 Jenny, you must not play in the street! (prohibition)



Modals Verbs

OUGHT TO

"Ought to" is used to advise or make recommendations. "Ought to" also 
expresses assumption or expectation as well as strong probability, often with 

the idea that something is deserved. "Ought not" (without "to") is used to 
advise against doing something, although Americans prefer the less formal 

forms "should not" or "had better not."

 Examples:

 You ought to stop smoking. (recommendation)

 Jim ought to get the promotion. (It is expected because he deserves it.)

 This stock ought to increase in value. (probability)

 Mark ought not drink so much. advice against something. (notice there is no 
"to“)



Modals Verbs

 SHALL

"Shall" is used to indicate future action. It is most commonly used in sentences 

with "I" or "we," and is often found in suggestions, such as "Shall we go?" 

"Shall" is also frequently used in promises or voluntary actions. In formal 

English, the use of "shall" to describe future events often expresses 

inevitability or predestination.

 Examples:

 Shall I help you? (suggestion)

 I shall never forget where I came from. (promise)

 He shall become our next king. (predestination)

 I'm afraid Mr. Smith shall become our new director. (inevitability)



Modals Verbs

 SHOULD

"Should" is most commonly used to make recommendations or give advice. It 

can also be used to express obligation as well as expectation.

Examples:

 When you go to Berlin, you should visit the palaces in Potsdam. 

(recommendation)

 You should focus more on your family and less on work. (advice)

 I really should be in the office by 7:00 AM. (obligation)

 By now, they should already be in Dubai. (expectation)



Modals Verbs

 WILL

"Will" is used with promises or voluntary actions that take place in the future. 

"Will" can also be used to make predictions about the future.

Examples:

 I promise that I will write you every single day. (promise)

 I will make dinner tonight. (voluntary action)

 He thinks it will rain tomorrow. (prediction)



Modals Verbs

 WOULD

"Would" is most commonly used to create conditional verb forms. It also 

serves as the past form of the modal verb "will." Additionally, "would" can 

indicate repetition in the past.

Examples:

 If he were an actor, he would be in adventure movies. (conditional)

 I knew that she would be very successful in her career. (past of "will“)

 When they first met, they would always have picnics on the beach. 

(repetition)


