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Yingluck Shinawatra,  (born June 21, 1967, San Kamphaeng town, Thailand), Thai

businesswoman and politician who was prime minister of Thailand from 2011 to

2014. She was the younger sister of former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra and

the first woman in the country to hold that office.

Yingluck was the youngest of nine children born into a wealthy family of Chinese

descent that had settled in the Chiang Mai area of northwestern Thailand in the

early 20th century. Her father was a member of parliament from the late 1960s to

the mid-1970s, and her brother also served in parliament and in various

ministerial posts before becoming prime minister in 2001. Thaksin was ousted

from office in a bloodless military coup in September 2006.

Yingluck graduated from Chiang Mai University in 1988 and then attended

Kentucky State University in Frankfort, where she earned a master’s degree in

public administration in 1991. After returning to Thailand, she began working in

her family’s various business enterprises, gradually taking on more

responsibilities. She married Thai businessman Anusorn Amornchat in 1995, and

the couple had one son.

Yingluck was a top executive in Advanced Info Service (AIS), the

telecommunications branch of the family’s large holding company in 2006 when

the parent company was sold to a Singapore-based conglomerate—a

controversial transaction that netted the family a huge profit but was one of the

factors leading to Thaksin’s downfall later that year. Yingluck then became

president of the family’s real-estate business while her brother went into exile.

Thaksin remained popular in Thailand, however, especially among rural people in

the northern part of the country. His supporters became known as the “red shirts,”

while his opponents, mainly urban elites, were dubbed the “yellow shirts.”

Tensions between the two groups mounted, culminating in prolonged mass

protests by the red shirts in the spring of 2010 in central Bangkok that eventually

were forcibly suppressed by the Thai military.

After Thaksin had been ousted from office, his political party was outlawed, and a

successor to it, the For Thais Party (Phak Puea Thai; PPT), was formed in late 2008.

Parliamentary elections were announced in early May 2011 for July 3, and

Yingluck declared her candidacy for office shortly thereafter. Yingluck, seen as a

fresh face in Thai politics and aided considerably by being Thaksin’s sister, swept

to victory at the polls, along with the PPT. Although the PPT gained a majority of

seats in parliament, the party formed a ruling coalition with several smaller

parties. Yingluck, emerging as party leader, was elected prime minister by

parliament on August 5 and formally took office after she was endorsed in the

post by King Bhumibol Adulyadej.

Almost immediately Yingluck had to deal with massive flooding over large

portions of Thailand caused by unusually heavy monsoon rains. The disaster left

hundreds of people dead and shut down a large portion of the country’s

economically vital foreign-owned manufacturing operations. Most of those

companies were back in business by mid-2012.

A more-pressing problem for her, ultimately, was the spectre of Thaksin, and she

was constantly portrayed by the opposition as her exiled older brother’s proxy. An
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attempt by her government in 2013 to grant amnesty to those involved in the

political tensions between 2006 and 2010—which, it was believed, would include

her brother—not only failed in the legislature but led to massive antigovernment

protests late in the year. Yingluck responded by dissolving the legislature and

scheduling early elections for February 2014. Opposition protesters managed to

disrupt the polling process, however, and the courts ruled the election invalid.

Yingluck called for new elections, which were to be held in July 2014. In early

May, however, the country’s Constitutional Court ruled that she had illegally

removed a government official early in her administration, and she was dismissed

from office. One day after her ouster she was indicted on corruption charges

stemming from a rice-subsidy program instituted by her government. Later in May

the military staged a bloodless coup and established a ruling council. By the

beginning of August the council had put in place an interim legislature, whose

members it had appointed. In January 2015, while the criminal charges were still

pending against her, that legislature voted to impeach Yingluck for her

involvement in the rice-subsidy program, which meant that she was ineligible to

run for public office for the next five years.

Kenneth Pletcher
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