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How to Use This Book

To the Self-Study Student

You will find using this book rather easy but you need to follow some simple steps in order to be 
successful in learning new idioms.

1. Study the meaning and usage of TEN or TWENTY IDIOMS at a time. If you need more explanation 
or clarification, talk to a teacher or English-speaking friend.

2. When you feel you understand the idioms, practice forming sentences with them. Use the examples 
in the dictionary section in the first part of the book as an aid. Do not write them. Do not think them. Do 
not think them. Say them out loud. Remember that language is primarily a speaking tool.

EXAMPLE: (Idiom 1�about) The sample sentence given in the dictionary section is: The film is about 
to start. You form similar sentences.

The class was about to end. 
Mary was about to speak again. 
The janitor was about to turn out the lights.

You can be as complicated or original as you like.

3. Write out the exercises for the idioms you have studied and practiced. Use the Answer Key at the 
back of the book to check your answers. You can have a teacher or English-speaking friend go over the 
sentences you wrote for accuracy.

4. Review the meaning and usage of the idioms for which you had errors in the written exercises.

5. Practice forming sentences with them out loud.

6. When you are certain you know the idioms well, take the appropriate test at the back of the book. 
You should set a goal for yourself. What is the level of accuracy you will accept as a minimum? 75%? 
85%? 100%? If you do not achieve that goal, follow the earlier steps listed above, and take the test 
again at a later time. Use the Answer Key at the back of the book to correct your work, and have a 
teacher or English-speaking friend go over the original sentences you wrote.

Note that the tests come in two forms. Some are for ten idioms; others are more challenging and are for 
twenty idioms.
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Test One�Idioms 1–10 
Test Two�Idioms 11–30 
Test Three�Idioms 31–40 
Test Four�Idioms 41–60 
Test Five�Idioms 61–70 
Test Six�Idioms 71–90 
Test Seven�Idioms 91–110
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After every group of ten idioms, and in a longer list at the end of the dictionary section, you will find A 
Phrase Just for Fun. You can learn these idioms by following the steps previously listed but there are 
no exercises or tests for these�they are "just for fun."

To the ESL Teacher

Here are some helpful ideas that can make using this book more efficient for you and a success for your 
students. The ideas are presented as steps that can act as the guide for using the materials in the text.

1. Introduce TEN IDIOMS at a time by describing the meaning of the idiom and how it is used in 
English.

EXAMPLE: (Idiom 1�about) 
Meaning: ready to begin an action 
Usage: followed by an infinitive

a. Have the students pronounce the sample sentences after you:

John's father was about to leave for work when the phone rang. 
The film is about to start.

b. Give simple cues (which you can base on the written exercises) and have the students form new 
sentences with the idiom:

Cue: He leaves for school. 
Student: He is about to leave for school.

Cue: Tom goes home. 
Student: Tom is about to go home.

Cue: They started the race. 
Student: They were about to start the race.

c. Ask students to form original sentences with the target idiom.

2. When your class is using the spoken idioms comfortably, you can assign the appropriate written 
exercises. An Answer Key can be found at the back of the book. It is good practice to have students 
read their written work out loud. If you discover that there are errors with certain idioms in their written 
form, repeat Step 1 and drill the problem idioms again.

3. When you feel the students are prepared, evaluate their progress or success with the idioms by using 
the tests provided at the back of the book. Set a minimum goal for your students that, if not achieved, 
indicates that they should repeat Steps 1 and 2. You will know what percentage of accuracy is proper 
for your class: 75%, 85%, or 100%.
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4. A culminating exercise could be the assignment of a ten- or fifteen-line dialogue, in which the 
students must include a different idiom in each line. For example:

MARY: I was about to leave for school when I saw you here. 
TOM: I'm glad you stopped. I have a bone to pick with you. 
MARY: Just what are you trying to get at? 
TOM: I saw you with Bill yesterday. I thought you were dating me.

Note that the tests are provided in two forms: some evaluate ten idioms; others are more challenging 
and evaluate twenty idioms.

Test One�Idioms 1–10 
Test Two�Idioms 11–30 
Test Three�Idioms 31–40 
Test Four�Idioms 41–60 
Test Five�Idioms 61–70 
Test Six�Idioms 71–90 
Test Seven�Idioms 91–100

After every ten idioms and in a list at the end of the dictionary section, you will find some Phrases Just 
for Fun. These idioms can be drilled as described above but there are no exercises or tests for these 
items. They are "just for fun." These phrases and words are slang or trendy, and most provide some 
insight into a more current or youthful way of speaking, such as "to hang out with" or "to tick off." 
Some are just pat phrases that have been used in the language in a single form for decades, such as 
"Many happy returns of the day." They can be a lot of fun and a refreshing diversion from the regular 
classroom routine. They also tend to be of great interest to young people.
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Section One� 
American Idioms and Phrases Just for Fun

1� 
About

You probably already know the preposition about, which has a meaning similar to concerning or of.

This is a story about a family of lions.

It can also mean approximately.

His daughter is about eighteen years old.

The word about also has a very special usage. It tells that someone or something is ready to begin an 
action. Note that in this usage it is followed by an infinitive.

John's father was about to leave for work when the phone rang. 
The film is about to start.

2� 
Abroad/To Go Abroad

This phrase says that someone is traveling to another country.

Maria and John love to go abroad. Their favorite city is Paris.

When abroad is used with other verbs, it shows that someone is located in a foreign country.

Her brother is still abroad. 
My parents have been living abroad for five years.

3� 
To Be Afraid

You already know that to be afraid means that someone feels fear. But it is also often used to show 
regret.

I'm afraid I can't help you today.
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4� 
All of a Sudden

This phrase is similar to the more common adverb suddenly, and can almost always be used in place of 
it.

All of a sudden there was a loud knocking at the door.

  

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/My%20...9/nlReader.dll@BookID=53437&FileName=Page_01.html (2 of 2) [12/30/2007 12:46:57 PM]



Document

Page 2

5� 
All Over

This phrase is used in place of over when it is standing alone, and has the meaning of ended or 
completed.

Unfortunately, their relationship is all over. (ended)

It's all over. We can go home now. (completed)
 

6� 
Not All There

This phrase says that someone is weak-minded or somewhat unable to think clearly. In a crueler 
sense it means crazy.

He spoke strangely. He did not seem to be quite all there.

7� 
To Answer

This word is usually used as the opposite of ask or question. As an idiom it is used mostly in three 
ways:

1. Someone hears a knock at the door, goes to it, and opens it.

It was John who answered the door.

2. The telephone rings, and someone picks up the receiver.

After the third ring, Grandmother answered the phone.

3. The doorbell is rung, and someone opens the door.

I'm in the shower. Someone else will have to answer the bell.

8� 
To Be Aware (Of)

This phrase says that the speaker already knows about something. Use the preposition of when the 
phrase is followed by a noun or pronoun.
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Why must you remind me that it's raining? I'm aware of the storm. 
Jim wasn't aware that his shoes were untied.

9� 
To Get on the Ball

This amusing little phrase says that someone needs to improve something.

Your work is so sloppy. Get on the ball! 
Tom has been too lazy. He needs to get on the ball.
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10� 
To Make a Beeline For

Use this idiom to mean that someone is headed directly toward some place. It also often suggests that 
speed or haste is involved.

Jack was hungry. He made a beeline for the cafeteria.

A PHRASE JUST FOR FUN

ALL THAT

This is a very youthful expression to say that someone is very good-
looking. And it can be used with either men or women.

Anna is so pretty! She's really all that!

Stop bragging. You're not all that.

11� 
On Behalf Of/On Someone's Behalf

This phrase says that someone is doing something for someone else or in the place of someone else.

Mr. Brown cannot be here tonight, so I''ll be speaking on his behalf. 
On behalf of all the graduates, allow me to thank you.

12� 
To Bet One's Bottom Dollar

Use this expression to say that you are absolutely certain about something, so certain that you would 
bet your last dollar.

I'd bet my bottom dollar that the Bulls will win.

13� 
Better

You know this word to be the comparative of good but it also has a special usage that says that 
someone should do something or ought to do something. It also carries with it the idea of a slight 
warning. Use it with a verb or verb phrase.
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You'd better be careful. 
My brother better come home on time tonight or Dad will be furious.

  

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/My%20...9/nlReader.dll@BookID=53437&FileName=Page_03.html (2 of 2) [12/30/2007 12:46:59 PM]



Document

Page 4

14� 
To Have the Blues/To Be Blue

To many the color blue suggests coolness or calm, but in this idiom it means that someone is sad or 
depressed.

Since Jane stopped dating Bob she's been very blue. 
Don't be blue. Think about all the happiness you've had.

15� 
To Have a Bone to Pick with Someone

This strange-sounding phrase means that someone is upset or angry with someone else and wants to 
discuss the problem.

Don't leave just yet. I still have a bone to pick with you. 
Mom went back to the store. She has a bone to pick with the clerk.

16� 
To Break Down

Usually this expression is used to say that a machine has stopped working.

The dishwasher has broken down again.

But when it is used with people, it says that someone has become very sad or upset and has begun to 
cry.

Grandmother broke down upon hearing the news of the fire. 
The poor man couldn't control his tears and suddenly broke down.

17� 
To Break the Ice

This idiom really has nothing to do with ice; instead, it says that someone was the first to approach 
another person.

The silence was long, but Maria broke the ice with a simple "hello."

18� 
A Breath of Fresh Air

Use this idiom to say that a welcome change has taken place. The change can be a person or a situation.
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No one spoke at first, then John's little joke came as a breath of fresh air. 
The room was filled with napping old men. Mary's sudden appearance was a breath of fresh air.
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19� 
Under One's Breath

This simply means in a whisper or very quietly.

"This film is so boring," he said under his breath.

20� 
To Brush up On

This expression is used to say that someone should study something again or finally learn it correctly.

The test is tomorrow. I'd better brush up on the last chapter. 
You had problems at the last soccer game. You need to brush up on your basic skills.

A PHRASE JUST FOR FUN

TO HANG OUT WITH

Don't let this unusual phrase puzzle you. It simply means to spend time 
with someone or to go somewhere with someone. It often means that a 
friendship is involved.

I like hanging out with Anna. She's a nice girl.

It was too hot to play ball, so Tom and I just hung out with one another.

21� 
To Butt In

This phrase is often used in place of to interfere.

It's none of your business. Don't butt in. 
We were having a quiet talk. Then Bill arrived and tried to butt in.

22� 
By the Way

These three words probably don't give you a clue as to their combined meaning. This phrase is used 
when someone doesn't want to forget to mention something.

By the way, I saw Mrs. Brown yesterday. She looked very sick. 
I'm glad that you'll be at the party tonight. And, by the way, I'll be there, too.

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/My%20...9/nlReader.dll@BookID=53437&FileName=Page_05.html (1 of 2) [12/30/2007 12:47:00 PM]



Document

Page 6

23� 
A Card

This word describes a man (more rarely, a woman) who is very funny or witty.

I like Jack. He's such a card. 
You always make me laugh. You're a real card.

24� 
To Catch (A Vehicle)

Normally, you use this verb to say that you captured someone or that a ball was involved.

They caught the robber in the basement. 
That boy never could catch a ball. He's just no athlete.

But it is also used to show that someone has arrived in time to take transportation.

I have to go. I have to catch the next bus. 
Can you tell me where I can catch a cab? 
If you don't hurry, you won't be able to catch the morning train.

25� 
To Catch On

When used with the preposition on, this phrase means the same thing as understand.

This is a hard job, but she caught on fast. 
I heard the joke twice, but I just didn't catch on.

26� 
A Chip off the Old Block

This strange combination of words means only that the son (rarely the daughter) is very much like the 
father.

Look at Jim's eyes and nose. He's really a chip off the old block.

27� 
A Cock-and-Bull Story

Use this expression to say that what someone has said is quite unbelievable and perhaps even a lie.
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He said he swam across the lake, but I think it's just a cock-and-bull story.
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28� 
To Come across As

These words mean to seem like.

She came across as rather stupid, but she was one of the best readers in the class.

29� 
To Come To

This phrase means that someone has awakened, usually from an unconscious state or after a serious 
illness.

Mr. Jones was in a coma for a week. He finally came to this evening. 
After the accident the fireman couldn't get the injured woman to come to.

30� 
To Come to Know (Someone)

This expression is used to say that you became acquainted with someone and had a special 
understanding of what that person was.

I came to know him him well after a long camping trip. 
She was so quiet at first but when he came to know her, he discovered a very talkative girl.

A PHRASE JUST FOR FUN

HOT

You already know that this word is the opposite of cold. It can also suggest 
that someone is sexually aroused. However, here it means that some man 
or woman is extremely good-looking.

Look at that boy over there! He's really hot!

John continued to stare at the new girl in class. She was the hottest girl he 
had ever seen.

31� 
To Cope With

This phrase means that someone is handling a problem with difficulty. The problem can be with a 
person, a thing, or a situation.
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His family had to learn to cope with his alcoholism. 
I just can't cope with John anymore. He's hopeless.

  

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/My%20...9/nlReader.dll@BookID=53437&FileName=Page_07.html (2 of 2) [12/30/2007 12:47:01 PM]



Document

Page 8

32� 
Cut-and-Dried

Use this expression when you want to say that something is absolutely clear to you or that there is no 
questioning it.

There is a cut-and-dried solution to the problem. We have to build the dam.

33� 
To Cut a Class

Many languages have a special verb that says that a student intentionally misses a class. In English the 
verb is to cut.

John hates history. He cut three classes this week.

34� 
To Date (Someone)

This verb says that someone is seeing another person regularly. They are becoming a couple, and their 
relationship is becoming romantic.

Maria has been dating Thomas for two months already. 
I'm too busy. I don't have time to date.

35� 
To Be up to Date/Out of Date

These two phrases express the ideas that someone or something is modern or old-fashioned.

She always has the latest clothes. She's really up to date. 
Don't you think disco is a little out of date?

36� 
To Die Away

Use this idiom to mean to become quieter or to become weaker. The word also suggests that this 
happens gradually.

The sound of her voice died away as she disappeared into the fog.
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37� 
To Do Without

This verb says that someone cannot bear being without a certain person or thing.

I'm so depressed. I can't do without her. 
During the war we learned to do without many luxuries.
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38� 
I Wouldn't Dream of It

The infinitive form is rarely used with this expression. It appears mostly in its conjugated form and 
means that someone is certain that he or she would not do something.

Me? Run a marathon? I wouldn't dream of it! 
Jack wouldn't dream of going to the dance without me.

39� 
To Eat One's Own Words

This phrase says that someone is wrong about what he or she has said and now has to admit it.

The meteorologist promised good weather, but now she's eating her own words. What a storm! 
I was sure that Smith would win the election, but I suppose I'll have to eat my own words.

40� 
To Keep an Eye On

This unusual expression means that someone will watch carefully or guard something.

Keep an eye on my car. I have to go to the bank. 
I can't leave right now. I want to keep an eye on the pot on the stove.

A PHRASE JUST FOR FUN

TO KICK THE BUCKET

This expression is usually used when someone speaks about someone else's 
death in a casual or even comic manner. Its synonym is to die.

When you kick the bucket, you're going straight to hell.

Her house was sold a couple of years after Granny kicked the bucket.

41� 
Face to Face

This phrase means that two people are together and perhaps even looking at one another.

The two leaders finally met face to face to discuss an end to the war.
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42� 
To Fall in Love/To Be in Love

These idioms mean that someone is gradually developing a romantic relationship with another 
person. When the development is complete, they are a couple.

I didn't want to fall in love with Mary, but she's so wonderful. 
My grandparents have been in love for fifty years.

43� 
In the Family Way

This phrase is used in the place of pregnant or expecting a baby. It can refer to the mother-to-be or to 
the couple.

Anna is in the family way again. This is her fourth. 
They're so happy. They're finally in the family way.

44� 
To Be Fed up With

This unusual combination of words says that someone is completely annoyed with someone or 
something.

I quit! I'm fed up with this job. 
Mom was finally fed up with the behavior of her neighbor's dog and called the police.

45� 
To Feel Like

This phrase has nothing to do with feelings. It is used in place of to wish. Note that it is usually 
followed by a gerund (going, walking, buying).

Do you feel like taking a walk? 
I really don't feel like arguing about this again.

46� 
To Fire (Someone)

This verb is used to say that someone is being discharged or losing his job.
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Bill came late to work again and was fired. 
The boss threatened to fire her because of her inefficiency.
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47� 
Fishy

This little word gives the idea that information smells bad and that it is probably false information.

The facts in his report were rather fishy to everyone in class.

48� 
Fit As a Fiddle

This phrase means that someone is in good health or in good physical condition.

She was in the hospital for two weeks, but now she's fit as a fiddle. 
Tom exercises every day. He's fit as a fiddle.

49� 
To Foot the Bill

Use this expression to say that someone has to pay the bill but is probably reluctant to do so.

Everyone left the restaurant in a hurry, so John was left to foot the bill.

50� 
To Get It

You are probably familiar with the verb to get and the many unusual ways it is used. Its basic meaning 
is to receive or to become.

I got several presents for my birthday. 
I'll return to school after I get well.

Among its many other uses, to get is used to mean to understand, especially when talking about jokes 
or tricks.

Everyone laughed loudly, but Maria just didn't get it. 
Say that again. I don't get your meaning.

A PHRASE JUST FOR FUN

MAN!
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You certainly know the meaning of the word man; however, it is often 
used to show surprise, excitement, or enthusiasm. It can be used when 
speaking to a man, a woman, or a group, but remember that it is a very 
casual expression and rarely heard in formal speech.

Man! I didn't even see that bus coming!

Oh, man! Just think! Two more hours and vacation starts!

Man, what a day! It's perfect for a picnic.

  

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/My%20...9/nlReader.dll@BookID=53437&FileName=Page_11.html (2 of 2) [12/30/2007 12:47:03 PM]



Document

Page 12

51� 
To Get at (Something)

This use of to get says that someone is implying something or is trying to bring up a certain subject.

I don't know what you're talking about. What are you getting at? 
If you're trying to get at the reason for my anger, you're going to have to speak more kindly.

52� 
To Get over Someone/Something

This use of to get says that someone is no longer interested in another person or a thing. It usually also 
gives the idea that there used to be great interest and there was some difficulty in losing that interest.

He's having a hard time getting over her. They dated for two years. 
I just can't get over Grandmother's death. I loved her so much.

53� 
The Gift of Gab

Use this idiom when you want to say that someone is a very talented speaker or has the ability to 
convince others of what he or she believes.

Anna has the gift of gab. She was able to talk the policeman out of the traffic ticket. 
You should be a car salesman. You really have the gift of gab.

54� 
On the Go

This phrase is usually used in place of busy and in a hurry.

John is always rushing somewhere�to work, then to school, then home again. He's always on the go. 
Her busy job really keeps her on the go.

55� 
To Go against One's Grain

This strange combination of words means that someone or something is annoying or irritating.

He talks too much. He really goes against my grain. 
Gossip and rumors always went against her grain.
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56� 
To Go to the Dogs

The meaning of this phrase actually has nothing to do with dogs. It is another way of saying that 
something is in very bad shape or ruined.

During the depression, the whole country went to the dogs. 
If you keep acting like that, your reputation is going to go to the dogs.

57� 
With a Grain of Salt

This phrase comes to English from an ancient source. It was originally used in Latin: cum grano salis. 
In English it means that someone believes something but is skeptical or careful in accepting the 
information given.

The statements of the politician must sometimes be taken with a grain of salt. 
Jane has often lied. I take everything she says with a grain of salt.

58� 
To Guess So

The verb to guess normally means that someone draws a conclusion or makes presumptions from 
certain information.

If I had to guess your age, I'd say you are twenty. 
He guessed right. The book was hidden in a drawer.

But this verb is also used in place of to think or to believe or to suppose.

Do you want to go shopping? I guess so. 
I guess Maria won't be going to school today. She's still sick.

59� 
To Lend a Hand

This idiom is a synonym for to help or to aid.

You seem busy. Can I lend a hand? 
Jane was always willing to lend her teachers a hand.
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60� 
To Happen (To Know/To Be/To Do)

The verb to happen means to occur.

It happened on Friday night. 
What happened to you yesterday?
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When followed by an infinitive phrase it means by chance.

He happened to be at the same party. 
Do you happen to know where State Street is?

A PHRASE JUST FOR FUN

TO PAINT THE TOWN RED

This amusing phrase says that someone or some group of people went out 
for a long evening of fun. It also means that the fun-seekers probably had 
too much to drink.

The night of graduation the whole class went down to Main Street to paint 
the town red.

He was suffering from a hangover this morning because last night he 
painted the town red.

61� 
To Hitchhike/Hitchhiker/Hitchhiking

This phrase describes getting a free ride in someone else's car. Hitchhikers usually stand at the side of 
a road, and wave their extended thumbs to passing cars as a signal that they need a free ride.

Many people think hitchhiking is dangerous. 
My mother doesn't like me to hitchhike to school even though it saves a lot of money. 
I usually stop for hitchhikers if it's raining.

62� 
To Hold One's Tongue

This phrase is used in place of to remain silent or not to speak.

Hold your tongue. Such language is disgraceful. 
Father told him to hold his tongue, but Jim continued to shout at him.

63� 
Hot Air

This is a funny expression that means something said is probably a lie or a terrible exaggeration.

He said he bought a new car, but I think he's full of hot air. 
She says she has a lot of boyfriends but it's all hot air.
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64� 
To Be in Hot Water

This is a synonym for to be in trouble.

You broke Mom's vase. You're in hot water now!

65� 
How About?

This phrase should be used to ask whether someone is interested in doing something. Note that it is 
usually followed by a gerund (going, being, and so on) and is used in a question.

How about going to a movie tonight? 
How about getting some lunch after the next class?

66� 
To Be Ill at Ease

This idiom says that someone feels uncomfortable in a particular situation, because that person feels 
out of place or conspicuous.

You don't have to be ill at ease at the party. They're all very nice people.

67� 
To Jump to Conclusions

This phrase means that someone is making quick assumptions about a person or situation without 
knowing all the facts.

You always jump to conclusions. I didn't tear the drapes. The dog did it!

68� 
To Keep a Stiff Upper Lip

This idiom means that someone remains brave throughout a difficult situation.

Keep a stiff upper lip, Private. The battle will be won soon enough.

69� 
To Keep in Mind
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A simpler synonym for this phrase is to remember.

Keep in mind that there'll be a test on this material tomorrow. 
Can't you keep this information in mind for just one day?
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70� 
To Keep in Touch (With)

This phrase means to maintain communication with someone whether by telephone, letter, or other 
means.

After you move to New York, please keep in touch. 
I've kept in touch with my friends in Mexico for five years.

A PHRASE JUST FOR FUN

TO PULL SOMEONE'S LEG

This unusual phrase has nothing to do with the physical pulling of 
anyone's leg. It really means to tease someone or to joke with someone.

He said he thought I could be a great musician, but when he laughed I knew 
he was just pulling my leg. She ran away with Jim? No! You're pulling my 
leg!

71� 
On the Level

This phrase is a synonym for honest.

You can always trust John. He's always on the level. 
On the level! I didn't do it!

72� 
To Be Liable

Use this phrase when you want to say that it is probable that something will happen. Note that an 
infinitive usually follows this phrase.

My sister is liable to say almost anything. 
It's liable to rain. You'd better take an umbrella.

73� 
To Look Forward To

This expression means that someone is looking at the future with great expectation.
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The young girl was looking forward to the big dance. 
I'll be looking forward to seeing you again.
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74� 
Look Out!

This idiom can stand alone as a brief sentence of warning to be careful.

Look out! There's a bus coming! 
Look out! Don't fall!

75� 
To Lose One's Temper

Use this expression when you want to say that someone is becoming angry. It suggests that the 
person's anger has developed suddenly.

I hate it when Mom loses her temper and punishes us. 
James quickly lost his temper and began shouting at everyone.

76� 
To Have a Lump in One's Throat

This phrase is used to say that someone feels great sadness or emotion that causes a tightness in the 
throat. Often, tears well up in the eyes at the same time.

I read the last several pages of Anne Frank's diary with a lump in my throat. 
After the film he couldn't speak because he had a lump in his throat.

77� 
To Make Believe

This is a synonym for the verb to pretend.

Let's make believe we're hunting in the jungle. 
The children like to make believe.

78� 
To Make Oneself at Home

Use this expression to say that you are so comfortable in someone else's home that you feel that you 
are almost in your own home.

Take off your shoes and make yourself at home. 
They were so kind to me that they made me feel right at home.
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79� 
To Mind

This phrase means that someone cares about or is not indifferent to or does not agree with what 
another person wishes.

I don't mind. Go to the movies, if you want. 
Do you mind if I sit here?

  

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/My%20...9/nlReader.dll@BookID=53437&FileName=Page_17.html (2 of 2) [12/30/2007 12:47:06 PM]



Document

Page 18

80� 
To Make Someone's Mouth Water/Someone's Mouth Waters

These expressions are used to say that someone suddenly feels great hunger or is anticipating food 
very eagerly.

The smell of the turkey roasting made Tom's mouth water. 
I walked past the bakery with my mouth watering.

A PHRASE JUST FOR FUN

TO RAIN CATS AND DOGS

This expression has absolutely nothing to do with animals. Use it when you 
want to say that it is raining very hard.

I'm not going out there. It's raining cats and dogs!

81� 
In the Nick of Time

This idiom says that someone is doing something at the best possible time and that what that person is 
doing is in the form of a rescue.

The police arrived at the crime scene just in the nick of time. 
Bill stopped her from falling in the nick of time.

82� 
To Pay through the Nose

Use this funny little expression to say that someone is paying far too much for something.

They finally got the room they wanted, but they had to pay through the nose to get it. 
You'll pay through the nose, if you go to that expensive store.

83� 
Or So

Add this short expression after a number or quantity to show that the amount is approximate.

I arrived in Los Angeles a year or so ago. 
Get me a pound or so of flour and a stick of butter.
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84� 
Out of the Question

This phrase means that something being discussed is already decided and impossible to be considered 
any further.

You want to go at this late hour? Out of the question, young man! 
I'm afraid a vacation in Florida is out of the question this year.

85� 
To Pass Away

This is a synonym for to die and is used to speak about someone's death more delicately.

Her grandfather passed away last month. 
I was shocked to hear that your sister had passed away.

86� 
To Pay a Call On/To Pay Someone a Call

These expressions mean that someone is visiting someone else.

I was in the neighborhood so I paid a call on the Smiths. 
He often paid us a call without first phoning.

87� 
To Give Someone a Piece of One's Mind

This phrase means that someone is angry and telling what he or she thinks about a certain matter.

He won't be asking for money again. Grandmother gave him a good piece of her mind and threw 
him out.

88� 
To Poke Fun At/To Make Fun Of

These two phrases are used as synonyms for to ridicule or to tease.

Why must you poke fun at your little brother? 
The other children always made fun of the way she walked.
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89� 
To Pull Oneself Together

Use this phrase to say that someone is regaining control of himself and is correcting his or her 
previous behavior.

She cried for two hours but finally pulled herself together in time for school.
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90� 
To Put on Airs

This phrase means that someone is acting conceited or pretending to be far better than he really is.

When John drives his father's convertible, he always puts on airs. 
She was putting on airs at the party, but everyone knew she had no money.

A PHRASE JUST FOR FUN

SCATTERBRAINED

This expression suggests that someone is completely disorganized or a 
poor thinker.

She'll never finish that project. She's too scatterbrained. I doubt that Tom 
and Jack can fix the car. They're both so scatterbrained.

91� 
To Put up With

This is a synonym for to endure.

Mother won't put up with the noise for much longer. 
I've put up with your lies for the last time!

92� 
Red Tape

This expression is used to say that governments and other official institutions have too many 
complicated procedures or too many difficult forms to be filled out in order to use one of their 
services.

All I want is a tax form�why all this red tape? 
The administrator's office kept us tied up in red tape for hours.

93� 
Right Away

This is an adverbial expression that can be used as a replacement for immediately.

I think you'd better get home right away. Mother is very sick. 
She said she wanted to return the gift right away.
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94� 
To Know the Ropes

This phrase says that someone is properly trained and is familiar with the procedures of a particular 
job or task.

Mary really knows the ropes around this office. 
You should help him. I don't think he knows the ropes yet.

95� 
To Run out Of

This expression is used to say that someone has exhausted the supply of a certain product or that it is 
used up.

I think we're about to run out of milk. 
They ran out of gas just before getting to Chicago.

96� 
From Scratch

Use this prepositional phrase in place of from the beginning.

I've lost count. I'd better start from scratch.

97� 
To See Eye to Eye

This phrase is used to mean that two people agree on something.

I think we can sign the contract. I believe we see eye to eye on this matter.

98� 
To Show Off

This idiom means that someone is acting in a way that makes a good impression or is acting in a 
way that makes his or her best characteristics apparent.

John was showing off to impress the others with his importance. 
Don't show off. It doesn't impress anyone!
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99� 
To Be Sick Of

This phrase means that someone finds something unbearable or can no longer endure it.

She left him because she was sick of his constant complaining. 
Will the sun never shine? I'm sick of this weather!
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100� 
To Spend (Time)

You probably already know that the verb to spend is used to mean to pay money, but with expressions 
of time it means that someone is passing time. The expressions of time can be very brief or very long: 
a minute, an hour, three days, a vacation, and so on.

We usually spend the winter in California. 
Why do we have to spend so many days with these people?

A PHRASE JUST FOR FUN

MANY HAPPY RETURNS OF THE DAY

This phrase is used primarily in the form given above. It is used as a form 
of congratulations for a special day such as a birthday, anniversary, or 
wedding.

The man walked up to the bride and groom and said joyfully, ''Many happy 
returns of the day!"

101� 
A Stone's Throw

This is a synonym for near or nearby.

Their house is just a stone's throw from ours.

102� 
A Swelled Head

This unusual expression says that someone is conceited or feeling over confident about something.

Don't flatter her. She already has a swelled head. 
I said nothing about his good looks. I didn't want to give him a swelled head.

103� 
To Take After

This phrase says that someone is very similar to another person or looks like another person�often a 
relative.

With their red hair and green eyes, the children all take after their father.
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104� 
On the Tip of One's Tongue

This clever phrase can be used when you wish to say that you almost remember someone or something.

I know your face, and your name is on the tip of my tongue. 
John stood silent before his teacher, although the answer was on the tip of his tongue.

105� 
To Have a Sweet Tooth

This phrase says that someone enjoys sweet foods such as candy or cake.

Tom has a sweet tooth. He can't go past the bakery without stopping in to buy something.

106� 
Topsy-Turvy

This is used to say that something or some place is in a terrible state or very disorganized.

Mother entered my room and became angry when she saw that everything was topsy-turvy.

107� 
To Twist around One's Little Finger

Use this phrase to mean that someone (usually a girl) has another person (usually a boy) under her 
complete influence. The boy will probably do anything the girl asks.

Poor Jack. Anna has him twisted around her little finger. 
They were very much in love, but Mother always had Father twisted around her little finger.

108� 
Well Off

This is a synonym for rich or wealthy.

The Browns live in that big house over there. They're really quite well off.

109� 
What on Earth?

Use this emphatic question to show great surprise or to express deep-felt shock.
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What on earth?" he asked in alarm. "What was that loud noise? 
What on earth do you think you're doing?
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110� 
A (Little) White Lie

This idiom is used to make a lie seem not quite so bad. Rather than a great lie it's only a small 
untruth.

Why was she so angry? It was only a little white lie. 
Saying that I am younger than I am was just a white lie.

A PHRASE JUST FOR FUN

TO BE BORN WITH A SILVER SPOON IN ONE'S MOUTH

This phrase is rather long, but it is used in place of much shorter ones: born 
wealthy or born to a life of comfort.

What does she know about work? She was born with a silver spoon in her 
mouth.
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More Phrases Just for Fun

Six of One and Half a Dozen of the Other

This is another long phrase that replaces a simple idea. Use it to mean that it's all the same or there is 
no difference.

I don't care if we go skiing or sledding. To me it's six of one and a half a dozen of the other.

Stick-in-the-Mud

This phrase can mean that you are just no fun or not able to change from your serious nature.

Don't invite Bill. He's such a stick-in-the-mud.

That's the Straw That Broke the Camel's Back/That's the Last Straw

These two phrases are quite similar. They are used to say that something was the final problem and 
that someone no longer has any patience to endure it.

You want another hundred dollars? Well, that's the straw that broke the camel's back! 
She lost her purse again. That's the last straw! I simply won't buy her another.

To Talk Someone's Head Off

This phrase should be used when you wish to say that someone is talking too much to another person.

John stood in the corner as the annoying woman talked his head off. 
Mary was embarrassed. Her husband had been talking Mrs. Smith's head off.

To Tick (Someone) Off

This expression is very casual and indicates that someone is angry.

If you say that again, you're going to tick me off. 
After the dog bit him, Dad became really ticked off.
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To Wet One's Whistle

This is an old expression that is still used very widely. It means to have a drink and often refers to 
alcoholic beverages.

Let's stop at this bar and wet our whistles. 
What a hot day. I need to wet my whistle.

Whatever!

This is a rather up-to-date expression and is used to end a conversation or a debate. Its use suggests 
that the speaker is frustrated by the conversation and has no more patience with the other speaker.

John: "You took my car and drove to the city, then you spent my money to buy yourself a dinner." 
Mary: "Whatever!"

What's Up?

Use this simple question to ask in very broad terms what someone is doing now or has planned for 
later, or to question why someone has summoned you.

Hi, Tom. You look rather busy. What's up? 
I hurried right over after I got your phone call. What's up?

To Take Forty Winks

This is a synonym for to take a nap.

I'm really tired. I need to take forty winks.
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Section Four

Answer Key for the Exercises

NOTE: Sample answers have been provided for exercises where there is no single correct answer and 
an ''individual student response" has been made.

1. Sample answers:

A. sixteen when she learned how to drive. 
B. to begin. 
C. to leave.

2. Sample answers:

A. The book is about 400 pages long. 
B. The teacher is about to begin. 
C. He is about forty years old. 
D. The story was about the Civil War.

3.

A. abroad 
B. travel abroad 
C. traveling abroad 
D. abroad 
E. to travel abroad

4. Sample answers:

A. He has gone abroad for six months. 
B. My friend is going to school abroad for a semester. 
C. My grandparents love to travel abroad. 
D. I dislike traveling abroad for longer than six weeks.

5. Sample answers:

A. that I won't be able to go to your party. 
B. of scary stories. 
C. to walk alone at night. 
D. the defendant would break the law again.
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6.

A. Who is afraid she can't help the patient? 
B. Why is the doctor afraid she can't help the patient? 
C. Whom is the doctor afraid she can't help? 
D. What is the doctor afraid she can't do?

7. Sample answers:

A. the doorbell rang. 
B. it began to rain. 
C. she began to scream. 
D. the boy began to cry.
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8. Sample answers:

A. He got up and left all of a sudden. 
B. All of a sudden it was quiet. 
C. The room filled up with people all of a sudden. 
D. All of a sudden the rain began to fall.

9. Sample answers:

A. The snow storm 
B. The movie 
C. The party 
D. The dance

10.

A. What did John know was finally all over? 
B. When did John know the long battle was finally all over? 
C. Who knew the long battle was finally all over? 
D. Why did John know the long battle was finally all over?

11.

A. was 
B. were 
C. was

12.

A. He's not all there. 
B. My aunt's not all there. 
C. They're not all there. 
D. I don't think he's all there.

13.

A. answered, has answered, will answer 
B. did he always answer, has he always answered, will he always answer

14.
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A. Who was too sick to answer the phone? 
B. When was grandmother too sick to answer the phone? 
C. Why was grandmother too sick to answer the phone? 
D. What did grandmother do yesterday?

15.

A. you are, he is, the boys are, they are 
B. I was, you were, the robber was, she was, they were

16.

A. Bill wasn't aware of your problem. 
B. When I got home, I finally was aware of the terrible storm. 
C. The teacher will eventually be aware of your cheating. 
D. How could the children possibly be aware of the accident?

17.

A. get on the ball 
B. got on the ball 
C. get on the ball 
D. get on the ball 
E. got on the ball
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18. Sample answers:

A. Father: You need to get on the ball. 
B. Teacher: Yes. She was really on the ball. 
C. Son:Yes. It's time to get up and get on the ball. 
D. Friend: His work was sloppy and he just wasn't on the ball.

19.

A. was making, had been making 
B. made, has made, had made, will make 
C. does make, did make, will make

20. Sample answers:

A. She made a beeline for the sales rack. 
B. The thirsty man made a beeline for the water fountain. 
C. I was so tired that I made a beeline for my bed as soon as I got home. 
D. We were hungry and made a beeline for the kitchen.

21.

A. of your uncle, of this class, of all the students, of Mrs. Brown 
B. Robert's, the children's, my, your, our, his, their, her

22. Sample answers:

A. He is acting on behalf of his friend. 
B. My mother answered the question on my behalf. 
C. The lawyer acted on his client's behalf. 
D. On behalf of everyone invited, thank you for a wonderful time.

23. WE bet our bottom dollar, THEY bet their bottom dollar, THE WOMEN bet their bottom dollar, 
SHE bet her bottom dollar, HE bet his bottom dollar, THE DETECTIVE bet his bottom dollar.

24. Sample answers:

A. I am so sure that I am correct that I'd bet my bottom dollar. 
B. He bet his bottom dollar on the race. 
C. Don't bet your bottom dollar if you are not sure that you will win. 
D. I bet my bottom dollar that my test answer was right.

25.

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/My%20...9/nlReader.dll@BookID=53437&FileName=Page_97.html (1 of 2) [12/30/2007 12:47:27 PM]



Document

A. she'd better work 
B. we'd better not do 
C. My friends better have 
D. You'd better look 
E. Michael better save 
F. They'd better not drive 
G. He'd better not prepare

26. Sample answers:

A. You'd better get moving. 
B. I better get home now. 
C. If you are hungry, you'd better get something to eat. 
D. She'd better get to work soon.
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27.

A. didn't feel, hasn't felt, hadn't felt, won't feel 
B. was feeling, has been feeling, had been feeling, will be feeling 
C. felt, had felt, will feel

28.

A. Her parents were often blue at Chirstmastime. 
B. You shouldn't be so blue all the time. 
C. They won't be blue when they learn who's coming to visit. 
D. I've been so blue since my best friend moved away.

29.

A. with you, with her, with him, with them, with him 
B. with me, with him, with them, with us

30. Sample answers:

A. I think we should talk. I have a bone to pick with you. 
B. After the nasty remark, she had a bone to pick with her boss. 
C. The man had a bone to pick with the person who pushed him. 
D. I have a bone to pick with whoever drank all the milk.

31.

A. broke down and cried, has broken down and cried, had broken down and cried, will break down 
and cry 
B. didn't want, hadn't wanted, won't want

32. Sample answers:

A. After the exhausting test, she broke down. 
B. This old car keeps breaking down. 
C. The man broke down after hearing the horrible news. 
D. I always break down at sad movies.

33.

A. broke the ice and spoke, has broken the ice and spoken, had broken the ice and spoken, will 
break the ice and speak 
B. was hard, has been hard, will be hard
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34.

A. Who didn't know how to break the ice and say hello? 
B. Why didn't her friend know how to break the ice and say hello? 
C. What didn't her friend know how to do? 
D. Whose friend didn't know how to break the ice and say hello?

35. HIS presence, THEIR presence, MR. BROWN'S presence, THE MEN'S presence, THE GIRLS' 
presence, YOUR presence, OUR presence, JAMES' presence

36. Sample answers:

A. Her smile was like a breath of fresh air. 
B. The rain was like a breath of fresh air after all that heat. 
C. The end of the long speech was like a breath of fresh air. 
D. Walking was like a breath of fresh air after sitting for six hours.
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37. She muttered something under her breath. I muttered something under my breath. James muttered 
something under his breath. The women muttered something under their breath. They muttered 
something under their breath. We muttered something under our breath. You muttered something under 
your breath.

38. Sample answers:

A. Nephew: Yes. I think Aunt Sue is whispering under her breath. 
B. Friend: No, they are whispering under their breath. 
C. Tom: I'm not sure. He is whispering under his breath. 
D. Mrs. Brown: I'd better whisper under my breath.

39.

A. brushed, have brushed, had brushed, will brush 
B. had to brush, have had to brush, had had to brush, will have to brush

40.

A. Maria needs to brush up on math. 
B. Those boys should brush up on their long shots. 
C. I will brush up on my Spanish later on. 
D. Have you already brushed up on your multiplication tables?

41. Sample answers:

A. my business. 
B. your affairs. 
C. their conversations. 
D. our meetings. 
E. things that don't concern you? 
F. Tom's discussion? 
G. my friend's story? 
H. their plans?

42.

A. Jack always butts into our conversation. 
B. I wish you wouldn't butt into our business. 
C. She has always butted in when I made a report. 
D. He won't be able to butt into your discussion now.

43.
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A. By the way, are they anxious to come home? 
B. By the way, did you see them at the soccer game? 
C. By the way, does she know when the party is? 
D. By the way, is his family building a pool in the backyard? 
E. By the way, have you studied for the history test? 
F. By the way, will all the salespeople receive awards at the dinner?

44.

A. Is your brother always such a card? 
B. Was Uncle John a card in college? 
C. Did those boys think they were such cards? 
D. Will he be a card his whole life? 
E. Do the men in this club think they're such cards? 
F. Was the old comedian really such a card?
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45. Sample answers:

A. need to 
B. can 
C. want to 
D. should 
E. must 
F. can

46. Sample answers:

A. I want to catch the next taxi. 
B. Tom caught a late train home. 
C. They are catching an earlier flight. 
D. We will catch the bus to work.

47.

A. He finally caught, He has finally caught, He had finally caught, He will finally catch 
B. Didn't the children ever catch on? Haven't the children ever caught on? Hadn't the children ever 
caught on? Won't the children ever catch on?

48. Sample answers:

A. Friend: I just can't catch on to division. 
B. Student: Some people just don't catch them. 
C. Tom: I didn't catch on to it either. 
D. Sue: Why? Didn't you catch the answer?

49.

A. Your son was a chip off the old block. 
B. Maria thought that you were a chip off the old block. 
C. Why did you call me a chip off the old block? 
D. Robert looked like Dad�a chip off the old block. 
E. Every one of his sons had blue eyes�they were chips off the old block. 
F. I didn't want to be a chip off the old block.

50. told, has told, had told, will tell

51. Sample answers:
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A. Tell the truth. I don't want another cock-and-bull story. 
B. I'm tired of all his cock-and-bull stories. 
C. What kind of cock-and-bull story is that? 
D. You can't believe that cock-and-bull story.

52. Sample answers:

A. silly 
B. rude 
C. unfriendly 
D. uncaring 
E. The man 
F. She
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53.

A. Why did Mr. Smith's daughter come across as something of a wallflower? 
B. Whose daughter came across as something of a wallflower? 
C. Who came across as something of a wallflower? 
D. What did Mr. Smith's younger daughter do?

54.

A. came to, has come to, had come to, will come to 
B. was coming to, has been coming to, had been coming to, will be coming to

55. Sample answers:

A. The man took six hours to come to after his fall. 
B. After the phone rang, it took a few seconds for me to come to. 
C. He always needs his morning coffee to help him to come to. 
D. Some people need hours to come to after surgery.

56. him, him, them, her, them, her

57.

A. Who had come to know the girl quite well by the end of the evening? 
B. Whom did the boy come to know quite well by the end of the evening? 
C. When did the boy come to know the girl quite well? 
D. How well did the boy come to know the girl by the end of the evening?

58. couldn't cope, haven't been able to cope, hadn't been able to cope, won't be able to cope

59. him, them, me, them, her, it

60. Sample answers:

A. I don't know how mother puts up with father's drinking. 
B. When you're older you'll be able to bear life's problems. 
C. Can you really stand weather like this? 
D. I'm tired of putting up with your bad behavior.

61.
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A. The answer to her question is cut-and-dried. 
B. Why argue? It's cut-and-dried what we have to do. 
C. It's not cut-and-dried to me how we should react to this situation. 
D. I thought it was cut-and-dried what your next move should be. 
E. This guest list is not cut-and-dried to me. 
F. Helen won't even discuss it. It's all cut-and-dried to her.

62.

A. was always cutting, has always been cutting, had always been cutting, will always be cutting 
B. cut, have cut, had cut, will cut
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63. Sample answers:

A. Good students usually don't cut class often. 
B. I am going to cut science class today. 
C. He always cuts this class. 
D. I never cut Mr. Smith's class.

64.

A. her, her, them, them 
B. me, her, them, us

65. Sample answers:

A. I'm not dating anyone at the moment. 
B. She's been dating Tim for three weeks. 
C. Jim is too busy to date. 
D. Dating two people at the same time is hard work.

66.

A. up to date 
B. up to date 
C. out of date 
D. out of date 
E. out of date 
F. up to date

67. Sample answers:

A. Jill: Thanks. I try to keep my wardrobe up to date. 
B. Sue: I guess his fashion sense is a little out of date. 
C. Mr. Smith: I thought that dance was out of date. 
D. Annie: They're the most up to date designs from New York.

68. died away, has died away, had died away, will die away

69. Sample answers:

A. My confusion died away as I thought a little harder. 
B. The rain stopped once the storm died away. 
C. The child's crying died away when his mother came home. 
D. Her anger over the waiter's insult has not died away yet.
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70.

A. you, her, them, it, them 
B. it, it, it

71. Sample answers:

A. She is on a diet and does without snacks. 
B. In hard times, many people do without the extras. 
C. He is spoiled and could never learn to do without. 
D. To save money, I am doing without unnecessary shopping.
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72. Sample answers:

A. I wouldn't dream of leaving without you. 
B. I wouldn't dream of talking to that stranger. 
C. I wouldn't dream of stopping the party. 
D. I wouldn't dream of talking back to my teacher.

73. You had to eat your own words. I have had to eat my own words. We had had to eat our own words. 
They will have to eat their own words.

74. Sample answers:

A. I was wrong. I'll have to eat my words. 
B. Even though she was wrong, she'll never eat her words. 
C. He's too proud to ever eat his words. 
D. Tom knew he was incorrect and had no problem eating his words.

75. Sample answers:

A. the baby 
B. the telephone 
C. the children 
D. the neighbor's house

76.

A. Who had to keep an eye on four noisy children yesterday? 
B. On whom did the babysitter have to keep an eye yesterday? 
C. When did the babysitter have to keep an eye on four noisy children? 
D. On how many children did the babysitter have to keep an eye yesterday? How many children did 
the babysitter have to keep an eye on yesterday?

77.

A. met 
B. meeting 
C. meet 
D. meet

78.

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/My%20.../nlReader.dll@BookID=53437&FileName=Page_103.html (1 of 2) [12/30/2007 12:52:07 PM]



Document

A. When did the two enemies sit face to face at the meeting? 
B. Where did the two enemies sit face to face for the first time? 
C. Who sat face to face at the meeting for the first time? 
D. How many enemies sat face to face at the meeting for the first time?

79.

A. We were falling in love. They have been falling in love. You had been falling in love. I will be 
falling in love. 
B. I fell in love, We have fallen in love, She had fallen in love, The tourist will fall in love.

80. Sample answers:

A. Sister: I know, but I have fallen in love with him. 
B Son: I think I'm falling in love with her. 
C. Girl: You've fallen in love, that's why. 
D. Boy: Yes. I fell in love with you the moment I saw you.

  

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/My%20.../nlReader.dll@BookID=53437&FileName=Page_103.html (2 of 2) [12/30/2007 12:52:07 PM]



Document

Page 104

81.

A. They're so excited�they're finally in the family way. 
B. Lydia felt fortunate to be in the family way again. 
C. You'll never guess who's in the family way! 
D. She's not in the family way. She just put on some weight. 
E. The newlyweds learned they're already in the family way. 
F. Being in the family way has made me a bit tired.

82.

A. you, them, it, them, her 
B. us, me, him

83. Sample answers:

A. I am fed up with my job. 
B. She's fed up with all your complaining. 
C. Mom is fed up with our fighting. 
D. The teacher was fed up with all the talking during class.

84. Sample answers:

A. going to the movies 
B. working 
C. going out 
D. eating out 
E. reading

85.

A. Where will one of the friends probably not feel like going tomorrow? 
B. When will one of the friends probably not feel like going fishing? 
C. How many friends will probably not feel like going fishing tomorrow? 
D. Why will one of the friends probably not feel like going fishing tomorrow?

86. was fired, has been fired, had been fired, will be fired, will have been fired

87. Sample answers:

A. My boss was so mad that I thought he was going to fire someone. 
B. Jack was fired due to all his absences. 
C. No one has ever been fired from this company. 
D. Sooner or later, everyone gets fired.
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88.

A. The boy's story sounded a bit fishy. 
B. It's hard to believe you when you tell such a fishy tale. 
C. Most of what she said was fishy. 
D. Don't tell us any more fishy stories about your life. 
E. The police found the thief's explanations fishy. 
F. The young woman's actions looked rather fishy.

89. Sample answers:

A. a good night's sleep 
B. The swim team 
C. her performance 
D. his operation 
E. you
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90. Sample answers:

A. A few days after the operation she looked as good as new. 
B. I couldn't believe it. He was healthy again. 
C. When you're finally well, we'll take a long trip. 
D. Don't worry about me. I'm in great physical condition.

91. Sample answers:

A. has to 
B. wants to 
C. can't 
D. should 
E. needs to

92.

A. When did three guests have to foot the entire bill at the party at the restaurant? 
B. How many guests had to foot the entire bill at the party at the restaurant last week? 
C. Who had to foot the entire bill at the party at the restaurant last week? 
D. Where did the three guests have to foot the entire bill last week?

93.

A. Barbara just didn't get the joke. 
B. Don't try to get his sense of humor. 
C. Everyone laughed, but Michael didn't seem to get the story. 
D. No one was able to get the humor in her words. 
E. I didn't get the meaning of that comedy. 
F. Even if you don't get it, laugh anyway.

94. What is she getting at? What am I getting at? What are they getting at? What are the women getting 
at? What is his professor getting at? What is he getting at?

95. him, this, your anger, these problems, them, me

96. Sample answers:

A. Sara: I know. It's time to get over him. 
B. Brother: But I still haven't gotten over her. 
C. Maria: I just can't get over her not being here. 
D. Son: I will never get over that experience.

97.
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A. Juan never had the gift of gab. 
B. If you have the gift of gab, you can work in sales. 
C. Won't you ever have the gift of gab? 
D. They listen intently, because the teacher has the gift of gab. 
E. You have to have the gift of gab to work here. 
F. How can you be a successful clerk without having the gift of gab?

98.

A. was, has been, will be 
B. were, have been, had been, will be
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99. Sample answers:

A. With my schedule, I'm always on the go. 
B. The kids keep her constantly on the go. 
C. Being on the go isn't always easy. 
D. You should be on the go more often.

100.

A. His language really goes against my grain. 
B. That really goes against her grain. 
C. Your music really goes against our grain. 
D. Shouting really goes against their grain. 
E. Her remarks really go against his grain.

101. Sample answers:

A. Telling lies really goes against my grain. 
B. The constant yelling really goes against my grain. 
C. Cheating goes against our teacher's grain. 
D. The child's crying went against the man's grain.

102.

A. was going, has been going, had been going, will be going 
B. has gone, had gone, will go

103.

A. This town is really going to the dogs. 
B. If he continues to drink like that he'll go to the dogs. 
C. Their old house is going to the dogs. 
D. After she lost all her money, she went to the dogs.

104.

A. Who knew to take his story with a grain of salt? 
B. How did she accept his explanation? 
C. When did they take what he said with a grain of salt? 
D. How many friends accepted one another's stories with a grain of salt? 
E. Why did she take his words with a grain of salt? 
F. Whose tale did the father accept with a grain of salt?

105. Sample answers:
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A. you're right 
B. rain 
C. leave 
D. to stay 
E. study 
F. get to school

106. her, you, him, someone, them, them, him

107.

A. Do you happen to know where Main Street is? 
B. He happened to know that the buses didn't run on Sunday. 
C. Did Maria happen to come to the party? 
D. Will you happen to be going to the store later? 
E. I happen to have some spare change on me. 
F. The guests happened to arrive on time together.
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108. Sample answers:

A. school 
B. camp 
C. the park 
D. the beach

109.

A. Where did he find it difficult to hitchhike during a rainstorm? 
B. Who found it difficult to hitchhike home during a rainstorm? 
C. Why did he find it difficult to hitchhike home during a rainstorm? 
D. When did he find it difficult to hitchhike home?

110. wanted to speak, but I held; have wanted to speak, but I have held; had wanted to speak, but had 
held; will want to speak, but I will hold

111. Sample answers:

A. Sometimes I get so angry and I can't hold my tongue. 
B. She should hold her tongue and not say such things. 
C. Mother held her tongue after the rude comment. 
D. He didn't hold his tongue and yelled at the man who shoved him.

112.

A. Who believed these boys were full of hot air? 
B. How many in the class believed these boys were full of hot air? 
C. What did many in the class believe? 
D. Why did many in the class believe these boys were full of hot air?

113. were, have been, had been, will be

114. Sample answers:

A. Tom: When Father finds out I'm going to be in hot water. 
B. Sally: I'm going to be in hot water when he gets home. 
C. Nephew: I haven't been in hot water in weeks. 
D. Sister: I'm in hot water now.

115. Sample answers:
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A. dinner 
B. going to the park 
C. some television 
D. a kiss

116.

A. I was always ill at ease when I was with him. I had always been ill at ease when I was with him. 
I will always be ill at ease when I'm with him. 
B. Did you feel ill at ease, Have you felt ill at ease, Had you felt ill at ease, Will you feel ill at ease
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117. Sample answers:

A. The shy boy was ill at ease in the crowded room. 
B. The nervous driver was ill at ease in all that traffic. 
C. I was ill at ease with his rude behavior. 
D. Mother was ill at ease when Tina didn't call as planned.

118. No matter what I said, he always jumped to conclusions. No matter what I have said, he always has 
jumped to conclusions. No matter what I had said, he had always jumped to conclusions. No matter 
what I will say, he will always jump to conclusions.

119. Sample answers:

A. Don't jump to conclusions without knowing all the facts. 
B. A judge should not jump to conclusions without hearing all the evidence. 
C. Mother never jumps to conclusions. She always waits to hear my side of the story. 
D. I apologize for jumping to that conclusion.

120. Sample answers:

A. need 
B. can 
C. should 
D. must 
E. wanted to 
F. have to

121. Sample answers:

A. Men are expected to keep a stiff upper lip. 
B. Joe tried to keep a stiff upper lip at the funeral. 
C. She didn't keep a stiff upper lip after her boyfriend left her. 
D. I always keep a stiff upper lip, no matter how scared I am.

122.
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A. him 
B. her 
C. us 
D. me 
E. them 
F. yourself 
G. us 
H. them

123.

A. you, them, all of you, her 
B. us, me, them, him
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124. Sample answers:

A. Jim: Of course! We'll always keep in touch. 
B. Daughter: I like keeping in touch with her. 
C. Dan: I will always keep in touch with you. 
D. Student: I'm going to keep in touch with all my old teachers.

125.

A. On the level! I saw it with my own eyes! 
B. His answers were always on the level. 
C. Why does that lawyer think the robber's answers are on the level? 
D. Just try to be on the level with me, please. 
E. I don't want to talk to you if you can't be on the level. 
F. Her explanation was on the level but very hard to believe.

126. Sample answers:

A. to yell 
B. to get angry 
C. hit somebody 
D. leave 
E. have an accident

127. Sample answers:

A. I am liable to break something. 
B. She is liable to start crying. 
C. Tina is liable to throw the vase at him. 
D. Dan is liable to fall.

128. Sample answers:

A. summer vacation 
B. my date tonight 
C. the baseball game 
D. going home 
E. her visit

129.

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/My%20.../nlReader.dll@BookID=53437&FileName=Page_109.html (1 of 2) [12/30/2007 12:52:10 PM]



Document

A. How many children were looking forward to visiting Disneyland next week? 
B. To what were their three children looking forward next week? 
C. When were their three children looking forward to visiting Disneyland? 
D. Whose three children were looking forward to visiting Disneyland next week?

130. Sample answers:

A. Look out for that dog! 
B. Look out! There's a bee in your hair. 
C. Look out for that car! 
D. Look out! He has a gun!
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131. lost, has lost, had lost, will lose

132. Sample answers:

A. Ellen: I just lost my temper. 
B. Brother: Did he lose his temper? 
C. Tina: I know I shouldn't lose my temper like that. 
D. Clerk: All that screaming must have made her lose her temper.

133. Sample answers:

A. the movie 
B. their discussion 
C. her sadness 
D. the wedding 
E. the funeral

134.

A. When did the mourners return to their homes with a lump in their throats? 
B. Who returned to their homes after the funeral with a lump in their throats? 
C. Where did the mourners return with a lump in their throats after the funeral? 
D. What did the mourners do after the funeral?

135. Sample answers:

A. was a princess 
B. are in space 
C. could fly 
D. they were invisible 
E. no cookies left

136. Sample answers:

A. I used to make believe I could fly. 
B. She made believe that she was an astronaut. 
C. The children made believe that they couldn't hear us. 
D. Mother made believe that there was no food for dinner.

137.
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A. I want you to make yourself at home. 
B. I want her to make herself at home. 
C. I want the boys to make themselves at home. 
D. I want them to make themselves at home. 
E. I want everyone to make himself at home. 
F. I want my guest to make herself at home.

138. Sample answers:

A. Guest: I'll try to make myself at home. 
B. Sue: I'm sure I will be able to make myself at home. 
C. Grandson: I'm sorry. I guess I made myself at home too much. 
D. Joe: I just can't make myself at home.
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139. Sample answers:

A. I take one 
B. I go now 
C. I sit this dance out 
D. go to the movies

140. Sample answers:

A. The thought of food 
B. The sight of the roasted turkey 
C. The freshly baked cookies 
D. The smell of apple pie 
E. The plate of fried chicken 
F. The pictures on the menu

141. Sample answers:

A. The police 
B. The doctor 
C. The firemen 
D. The rescue workers 
E. The emergency supplies 
F. The Coast Guard

142. Sample answers:

A. need to 
B. should 
C. must 
D. want to 
E. must

143.

A. Who always paid through the nose because of their impatience? 
B. Why did the two brothers always pay through the nose? 
C. How many brothers always paid through the nose because of their impatience? 
D. When did the two brothers pay through the nose because of their impatience?

144. Sample answers:
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A. a dollar 
B. five months 
C. two hours 
D. a week 
E. seven

145. Sample answers:

A. He arrived home an hour or so ago. 
B. Dinner will be at six or so. 
C. Mother will be here in a week or so. 
D. The cat was born four months or so ago.
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146. Sample answers:

A. Cheating 
B. Lying 
C. Stealing 
D. Spanking the child 
E. Fighting 
F. Cursing

147.

A. passed away, has passed away, had passed away, will pass away 
B. passed away, has passed away, had passed away, will pass away

148.

A. us 
B. me 
C. our family 
D. their friends 
E. him 
F. her

149.

A. Who paid a call on his relatives in the city every Sunday? 
B. When did Grandfather pay a call on his relatives in the city? 
C. On whom did Grandfather pay a call in the city every Sunday? 
D. Where did Grandfather pay a call on his relatives every Sunday?

150.

A. him, me, them, us, him, her 
B. I want to give you a piece of my mind. They want to give you a piece of their mind. He wants to 
give you a piece of his mind. We want to give you a piece of our mind. Everyone wants to give you 
a piece of his mind.

151.

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/My%20.../nlReader.dll@BookID=53437&FileName=Page_112.html (1 of 2) [12/30/2007 12:52:11 PM]



Document

A. Why do you poke fun at the little children so? 
B. I don't know why he pokes fun at her like that. 
C. If you continue to poke fun at me, I'm going to scream! 
D. People shouldn't poke fun at other people's problems. 
E. The sweet girl never poked fun at anyone. 
F. The cruel boy poked fun at John mercilessly.

152. Sample answers:

A. You should not poke fun at your teacher. 
B. It's okay to poke fun at a good friend. 
C. Sally poked fun at John's haircut. 
D. Tom makes fun of everyone. 
E. We made fun of our reflections in the window. 
F. Mom made fun of Dad's slow walk into the kitchen.

153.

A. You'd better pull yourself together. 
B. They'd better pull themselves together. 
C. He better pull himself together. 
D. He'd better pull himself together.
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E. She'd better pull herself together. 
F. They better pull themselves together. 
G. She better pull herself together.

154. Sample answers:

A. Man: She finally pulled herself together about an hour ago. 
B. Sue: It will take a while for him to pull himself together. 
C. Mr. Brown: I think I'm pulling myself together. 
D. Tim: I'm trying to pull myself together.

155. Sample answers:

A. should 
B. want to 
C. can 
D. need to 
E. ought to

156. Sample answers:

A. I don't know why she has to put on airs. 
B. She is tired of Jim always putting on airs. 
C. You should never put on airs. 
D. Father doesn't like when Frank puts on airs.

157.

A. I don't think I can put up with another minute here. 
B. No one should put up with such language! 
C. I'm sorry, but I can't put up with her chatter. 
D. Mrs. Brown couldn't put up with her husband's stubbornness. 
E. I've put up with it long enough. Now I'm through! 
F. Tom just won't put up with any more fighting.

158. Sample answers:

A. the billing department 
B. the complaint desk 
C. government office 
D. tax bureau

159.
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A. Who stood in line for hours and then went through a lot of red tape? 
B. What did he do for hours? 
C. How long did he stand in line? 
D. Where did he stand in line for hours and then go through a lot of red tape?

160.

A. I expect a reply from you right away. 
B. They went into the woods and found the dog right away. 
C. You can't understand everything right away. 
D. Aunt Helen drove back home right away. 
E. They understood the seriousness of the situation right away. 
F. I'll be there right away.
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161.

A. He's fired! He just doesn't know the ropes! 
B. The new man is fired! He just doesn't know the ropes! 
C. She's fired! She just doesn't know the ropes! 
D. The foreman is fired! He just doesn't know the ropes! 
E. They're fired! They just don't know the ropes! 
F. The apprentices are fired! They just don't know the ropes!

162. Sample answers:

A. My uncle has worked here many years and knows the ropes. 
B. You got fired because you didn't know the ropes. 
C. She can't work here until she knows the ropes. 
D. When you know the ropes about this business, I have a job for you.

163. Sample answers:

A. money, food, gas, stamps 
B. time, video tape, sunlight, candles

164.

A. What was immediately apparent? 
B. Who would run out of water by sunset? 
C. When would they run out of water? 
D. Why would they run out of water by sunset?

165.

A. I don't get it. You'd better start from scratch. 
B. There were so many mistakes in his work that he had to start from scratch. 
C. Stop right now and start from scratch. 
D. If you don't start from scratch, I won't understand a thing. 
E. The little boy started his strange story from scratch. 
F. We'll have to work from scratch.

166.

A. saw, have seen, had seen, will see 
B. Did you two ever see, Have you two ever seen, Had you two ever seen, Will you two ever see

167. Sample answers:
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A. Even best friends don't always see eye to eye. 
B. I will never see eye to eye with him. 
C. Tom and Dan always see eye to eye on politics. 
D. We all see eye to eye on the type of decorations for the dance.

168.

A. was showing off 
B. has been showing off 
C. had been showing off 
D. will be showing off 
E. By that time, he will have been showing off again.
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169. Sample answers:

A. Girl: Yes. He's a big show off. 
B. Boy: I think she's just a show off. 
C. Fred: Stop showing off. 
D. George: It sounds like you're showing off.

170.

A. this 
B. him 
C. them 
D. his complaints 
E. her 
F. us 
G. that 
H. everything

171. Sample answers:

A. I'm getting sick of her behavior. 
B. Ted is getting sick of Bill's lies. 
C. Sheila is sick of this bad weather. 
D. We were all sick of the loud noises.

172. Sample answers:

A. two weeks 
B. the summer 
C. a few more days 
D. an hour 
E. six hours 
F. days

173.

A. Where did he spend several days with his friends years later? 
B. When did he spend several days with friends in Mexico? 
C. With whom did he spend several days in Mexico years later? 
D. How many days did he spend with friends in Mexico years later?

174. Sample answers:
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A. the park 
B. here 
C. the lake 
D. your house

175.

A. Whose parents bought a large house just a stone's throw from the lake last month? 
B. What did Tom's parents buy last month just a stone's throw from the lake? 
C. When did Tom's parents buy a large house just a stone's throw from the lake? 
D. Who bought a house last month just a stone's throw from the lake?
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176.

A. We don't want him to have a swelled head. 
B. Mary's pretty but I think she has a swelled head. 
C. Michael will probably always have a swelled head. 
D. The girls knew the handsome boy had a swelled head. 
E. No one should have a swelled head. 
F. As teenagers the twins had had a swelled head.

177.

A. you, me, us, him, him, them 
B. her, her, someone else, them

178. Sample answers:

A. His name is on the tip of my tongue. 
B. The answer was on the tip of my tongue but someone else responded first. 
C. Sue's telephone number is on the tip of my tongue. 
D. The name of the song we just heard is on the tip of my tongue.

179. Sample answers:

A. chocolate 
B. cookies 
C. candy bars 
D. cake

180.

A. This room is topsy-turvy! 
B. I walked into the class and saw that everything was topsy-turvy. 
C. How long is your bedroom going to remain topsy-turvy? 
D. Things were broken, there were papers everywhere, and the furniture was topsy-turvy. 
E. The neat stacks of documents were now topsy-turvy. 
F. Father's workshop was topsy-turvy again.

181. Sample answers:

A. She has her boyfriend twisted around her little finger. 
B. The spoiled child has his parents twisted around his little finger. 
C. I'm too independent to ever be twisted around someone's little finger. 
D. Sue doesn't like the way Jim has Ellen twisted round his little finger.
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182. Sample answers:

A. their house 
B. their yacht 
C. their bank statement 
D. their private plane

183.

A. His grandfather is very well off. 
B. I could tell by their house that they're rather well off. 
C. People say your family is well off. 
D. Being well off doesn't always bring happiness.
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184.

A. What on earth? What's that horrible noise? 
B. What on earth? How did that ugly man get here? 
C. What on earth? When did his foreign relatives arrive? 
D. What on earth? What is all that angry shouting about? 
E. What on earth? Where did you hear such foolish things? 
F. What on earth? What is that gigantic creature?

185. Sample answers:

A. should 
B. ought to 
C. can 
D. needed to 
E. must

186. Sample answers:

A. Sue told Bill a white lie to spare his feelings. 
B. Sometimes white lies are worse than total dishonesty. 
C. I would never tell a white lie to my best friend. 
D. Telling white lies should be kept to a minimum.

Answer Key for the Tests

Test One

A. 1-h, 2-j, 3-a, 4-I, 5-g, 6-f, 7-e, 8-c, 9-b, 10-d

B. Sample answers: 1. pick up, 2. London, 3. can't, 4. contest, 5. crazy

C. Sample answers: 1. there was a crash, 2. anyone was home, 3. late, 4. the house

Test Two

A. 1-d, 2-c, 3-a, 4-t, 5-s, 6-q, 7-i, 8-f, 9-h, 10-g, 11-l, 12-j, 13-k, 14-p, 15-r, 16-b, 17-e, 18-m, 19-o, 20-n

B. Sample answers: 1. graduating class, 2. put, 3. that rude lady, 4. bus, 5. finally

Test Three

A. 1-j, 2-a, 3-i, 4-b, 5-e, 6-d, 7-f, 8-c, 9-g, 10-h
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B. Sample answers: 1. car, 2. class, 3. hair style, 4. last month, 5. explosion

C. Sample answers: 1. was wrong, 2. hit you, 3. watching television, 4. the only way to get there is to 
walk, 5. rude students
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Test Four

A. 1-k, 2-l, 3-o, 4-m, 5-s, 6-q, 7-a, 8-e, 9-b, 10-f, 11-j, 12-t, 13-g, 14-h, 15-i, 16-n, 17-p, 18-r, 19-c, 20-d

B. Sample answers: 1. you, 2. talking, 3. he won the race, 4. my reasons for being mad at him, 5. his 
nasty remark

Test Five

A. 1-h, 2-i, 3-f, 4-c, 5-e, 6-d, 7-g, 8-j, 9-b, 10-a

B. Sample answers: 1. dangerous, 2. lied to her parents, 3. sad movie, 4. lesson, 5. aunt

C. Sample answers: 1. he yelled at the man anyway, 2. wasn't scared, 3. dinner, 4. the art museum, 5. it 
comes to my little brother

Test Six

A. 1-q, 2-n, 3-p, 4-o, 5-m, 6-k, 7-l, 8-f, 9-i, 10-g, 11-h, 12-j, 13-a, 14-e, 15-b, 16-d, 17-c, 18-t, 19-s, 20-r

B. Sample answers: 1. Sally put on airs, 2. they can fly, 3. cut ahead of you, 4. a European vacation, 5. 
he is a liar.

Test Seven

A. 1-t, 2-m, 3-s, 4-l, 5-r, 6-k, 7-a, 8-e, 9-b, 10-d, 11-c, 12-q, 13-n, 14-p, 15-o, 16-j, 17-f, 18-i, 19-q, 20-h

B. Sample answers: 1. the constant talking, 2. this job, 3. to best solve the problem, 4. my uncle, 5. buys 
everything in sight
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Index

The words are listed in alphabetical order. The number after the word indicates the page on which the 
word, with definition, first appears.

A

about 1, 27

a breath of fresh air 4, 37

abroad 1, 27

a card 6, 40

a chip off the old block 6, 42

a cock-and-bull story 6, 42

a little white lie 24, 82

all of a sudden 1, 28

all over 2, 29

all that 3

a stone's throw 22, 78

a swelled head 22, 78-79

B

better 3, 33-34

by the way 5, 39-40

C

cut-and-dried 8, 45
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to be afraid 1, 28

to be aware of 2, 31

to be blue 4, 33-34

to be born with a silver spoon in one's mouth 24

to be fed up with 10, 51

to be ill at ease 15, 61

to be in hot water 15, 60-61

to be in love 10, 50

to be liable 16, 64

to be sick of 21, 77

to bet one's bottom dollar 3, 33

to be up to date 8, 47

to break down 4, 36

to break the ice 4, 36-37
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to catch a vehicle 6, 41

to catch on 6, 41
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to come to know someone 7, 44
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to cope with 7, 44-45

to cut a class 8, 45-46

to date someone 8, 46

to die away 8, 47

to do without 8, 48

to eat one's own words 9, 49

to fall in love 10, 50

to feel blue 34

to feel like 10, 52

to fire someone 10, 52

to foot the bill 11, 54

to get at (something) 12, 55

to get it 11, 54

to get on the ball 2, 31
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Page 120

to get over someone 12, 55

to get over something 12, 55

to give someone a piece of one's mind 19, 70-71

to go abroad 1, 27

to go against one's grain 12, 57

to go to the dogs 13, 57-58

to guess so 13, 58

to hang out with 5

to happen to be 13-14, 59

to happen to do 13-14, 59

to happen to know 13, 59

to have a bone to pick with someone 4, 35

to have a lump in one's throat 17, 66

to have a sweet tooth 23, 79

to have the blues 4, 34

to hitchhike 14, 59-60

to hold one's tongue 14, 60

to jump to conclusions 15, 62

to keep an eye on 9, 49

to keep a stiff upper lip 15, 62

to keep in mind 15, 63

to keep in touch (with) 16, 63-64
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to kick the bucket 9

to know the ropes 21, 74

to lend a hand 13, 59

to look forward to 16, 65

to lose one's temper 17, 65-66

to make a beeline for 3, 31-32

to make believe 17, 66-67

to make fun of 19, 71

to make oneself at home 17, 67

to make someone's mouth water 18, 68

to mind 17, 67

to paint the town red 14

to pass away 19, 70

to pay a call on 19, 70

to pay someone a call 19, 70

to pay through the nose 18, 68-69

to poke fun at 19, 71

topsy-turvy 23, 80

to pull oneself together 19, 72

to pull someone's leg 16

to put on airs 20, 72-73

to put up with 20, 73
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Document

to rain cats and dogs 18

to run out of 21, 75

to see eye to eye 21, 76

to show off 21, 76-77

to spend (time) 22, 77-78

to take after 22, 79

to take forty winks 26

to talk someone's head off 25

to tick someone off 25

to travel abroad 27

to twist around one's little finger 23

to wet one's whistle 26

U

under one's breath 5, 37-38

up to date 47

W

well off 23, 80-81

whatever! 26

what on earth? 23, 81

what's up? 26

with a grain of salt 13, 58
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