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Context Clues 

 Context Clues or Contextual Clues are 

words or phrases in the text acting as 

clues to the meaning of the difficult term 

in a selection.  



Kinds of Contextual or Context 

Clues 



The Sense of the Sentence 

 The sense of the sentence clue involves 

the whole sentence. The reader hast to 

get the general sense or meaning of the 

sentence to get some ideas about one 

unfamiliar term used in the sentence.  

◦ Example: The strong wind will make your hair 

appear scraggly. 



Use of Synonyms  

 Synonyms are words that have same or 

nearly the same meaning. If the text uses 

a word that is synonymous to a different 

term in the text, that synonym can be 

used by the reader as his guide in getting 

the meaning of the difficult word. 

◦ Example: The Volvo, a car, costs a million. 



Use of Example 

 The example in a sentence have common 

traits or characteristics. To use these as 

clues to the meaning of a difficult word in 

the sentence, the reader has to study 

these examples to discover what their 

similarities are, and associate these 

similarities with the word. 

◦ Example: Novel, poetry, drama, short stories, 

and folktales belong to a fictional genre. 



Use of Comparison or Analogy 

 Comparing the difficult term to another 

word will reveal similarities that can be 

used by the reader as clues to the 

meaning of the difficult term. 

◦ Example: The lion is as ferocious as a 

crocodile that is capable of gobbling up a 

whole human being. 



Use of Antonyms or Contrast 

 Words or Phrases that are opposite or 

approximately opposite in the meaning 

are called antonyms. 

◦ Example: The task seems so cumbrous to me, 

but it appears easy to you. 


