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Office buildings 
overlook the 
Singapore River in 
the city of 
Singapore.

 

Introduction

Known as the Garden City for its many parks and tree-lined 
streets, Singapore is the capital of the island nation of Singapore
in Southeast Asia. The city of Singapore takes up so much of 
Singapore Island that the country is often referred to as a 
city-state. Singapore is a modern and wealthy urban centre with 
one of the busiest ports in the world. The city stretches north and
east of the port area, which covers 93 square kilometres (36 
square miles). Within the city run the Singapore and Rochor 
rivers.

 

Places of Interest

The original settlement north of the Singapore River remains the heart of the city. It 
is the site of the main commercial, government and public buildings and the 
19th-century Saint Andrew's Cathedral. Singapore's other notable buildings include the
Victoria Theatre, the Raffles Hotel and the Sri Mariamman Hindu Temple. Although 
the skyline now includes skyscraper hotels and office buildings, Singapore's traditional
ethnic neighbourhoods remain. Chinatown, Little India, the Malay community called
Geylang Serai and the Arab Muslim area of Kampong Glam reflect the city's diverse 
population. Singapore's cultural institutions include museums devoted to Asian 
civilisations, history, art, stamps and coins.

The Jurong Bird Park, west of downtown Singapore, displays hundreds of different 
kinds of birds. The Singapore Botanic Gardens feature many rare tropical plants. 
Perhaps the city's most popular attraction, however, is Sentosa Island in Singapore 
Harbour. It is a recreational area that offers nature walks, aquariums, animal shows 
and other activities.

 

Economy

The city thrives as the centre of activity for one of Asia's strongest economies. The 
Port of Singapore provides facilities for vessels ranging from oceangoing liners to the 
lightest of ships. It is Southeast Asia's major shipping centre for exports. Singapore's 
banking and insurance firms have helped make it the chief financial centre of 
Southeast Asia as well. Products manufactured in the city include electronics and 
computer parts, machinery and telecommunications equipment. Tourism is important 
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to the economy as well.

 

History

The tradition of the Malay people states that Singapore was founded by an Asian
prince in 1299. In 1819 the British arrived and began to set up the city and its port as
a worldwide trading centre. British officials saw Singapore as an ideal trading post
because of its location between the Indian Ocean and the South China Sea – bodies of
water used to trade goods between the East and the West. The city grew steadily, due
mainly to the demand for tin and rubber from the surrounding region. In 1965
Singapore became an independent republic with the city of Singapore as its capital.
Population (2000 estimate), 3,278,000.

 

 


