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This is a list of all of the vocabulary topics and notes we have:

Basic Vocabulary
Baby Room  Things associated with babies and small children
Bathroom  Things you will find in a bathroom
Bedroom  Things you will find in a bedroom
Colours  Examples of colours
Daily Routines  The simple things you do every day
Days, Months & Seasons  Days of the week, months of the year and the seasons.
Dead  Death  Die  Died  The difference between these words
Dining Room  Things you will find in a dining room
Family Members A chart showing the Members of the Family
Free Time Activities  What do you do in your free time?
Fruit  A list of fruit and the difference between Fruit and Fruits.
Living Room  Things you will find in a living room
Nationalities  Countries, Nationalities and Languages
Numbers  Numbers and Fractions in English
Opposites  Adjectives  Different adjectives with their opposites
Opposites  Verbs  Different verbs with their opposites
Parts of the Body  A chart showing the different parts of the body in English
Personal Information  Talking about yourself in English
Physical Descriptions  With photos
Places in a City  Different places you go to in a city or town
Professions  Occupations and Jobs
See Look Watch Hear Listen  The difference between these verbs
Telephone Numbers  How to say telephone numbers in English.
Telling the Time  Do you know how to say the time in English?
Temperature Saying how hot or how cold something is
Vegetables  A list of vegetables and ones that are in fact fruit and not vegetables
Wake up vs. Get up (NEW)  The difference between Wake up and Get up in English

Intermediate Vocabulary
Beauty Salons  Things you will find at beauty salons
Cooking Instructions in English and what they mean  The meanings of the verbs used when cooking.
Do vs. Make  The difference between Do and Make.

VOCABULARY NOTES   VOCABULARY GAMES   STUDENT SECTION   RESOURCES   ENGLISH GRAMMAR
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Feelings and Emotions  How do you feel today?
Halloween  Typical things associated with Halloween
Hotels  Vocabulary associated with Hotels
Hotel Dialogues  Dialogues between the hotel reception and a guest.
Kitchen  Things you will find in a kitchen.
Office Equipment  Things you will find in an office.
Opinions  Expressing Opinions  Agreeing and Disagreeing.
Personality Types  Different types of Personalities
Sounds Animals Make  The different noises that animals make
Sports
Street vs. Road  The difference betwen Street and Road
Universe & Space Exploration
United Kingdom vs. Great Britain  The difference between UK, Great Britain and British Isles
Valentine's Day  Things to do, typical gifts and origins of this romantic day.
Weather  Types of weather in English

Advanced Vocabulary
Australia  Australian words, icons, sports, animals, birds and more.
Christmas Carol  12 Days of Christmas  A traditional Christmas carol
Christmas Traditions  Santa Claus, Trees, Gifts, Food, Carols, Cards and more
Collective Nouns  Official names of groups of things
Construction Sites  The different things you will find at a construction site.
Endangered Species  Animals and Birds that may become extinct soon
England  Typical things of England
Environment  The enviroment (great for exam prep)
Idioms  Weather  Idioms about the weather
IELTS Academic Writing Task 1  Describing Trends  Describing IELTS graphs, tables and charts
New Zealand  Typical things of New Zealand
Nursery Rhymes  The traditional songs we learn as children.
Parts of a Car  The different part of a car
Phrasal Verbs with GET
Phrasal Verbs with LOOK
Phrasal Verbs with MAKE
Phrasal Verbs with PUT
Phrasal Verbs with TAKE
TOEFL iBT Listening  Student Conversations  For the listening and speaking section of TOEFL
United States  Typical things of USA
Workshop Tools  Tools and the different uses for each one.
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Baby Room - Nursery Room

English Vocabulary

Babies need many special things made just for them.

Everything is made special, from baby clothes that are their small size to baby shampoo to wash their delicate
hair.

A special type of underwear for a baby is called a diaper or a nappy. It holds all of the baby's body wastes until
they learn to go to the toilet by themselves. There are two types of them, the disposal ones where you throw them
away each time you change the baby, but there are also cloth diapers that you wash after every use.

The ones that you throw away have adhesive, but the cloth nappies are closed with a safety pin. A safety pin is a
small needle that goes through the fabric and then closes, so that it never hurts the baby.

A changing table is where the mum or dad changes the diapers of the baby and makes him/her clean.

Baby lotion is rubbed on the baby's skin to keep it soft.

Baby powder is a white powder that is rubbed on the baby's skin to keep the baby dry and many times smell nice.

Ointment is a type of medicine put on a baby's bottom to keep him or her from having a rash.

Baby wipes are like toilet paper for adults, but are thicker and wet so that they clean the baby better.

Cotton swabs are small pieces of cotton on both ends of a type of small stick. They are used to help clean the

http://www.vocabulary.cl
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Basic/Baby_Room.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Games.htm


baby.

Tissues are thin sheets of cotton that you use when you sneeze and wipe your nose.

A bib is what a baby wears when it eats so that the baby doesn't get his/her clothes dirty. Babies eat special food
called baby food that is normal food mashed to become soft and easy for the baby to eat.

Before babies can eat baby food they drink milk. Milk can come from their mother or from a special formula. The
milk that does not come directly from the mother is put in a baby bottle for the baby to suck on.

A nipple is named for the part of the mother's breast from where the baby drinks the milk. It is also the name of
the rubber part of the bottle where the baby drinks. It is sometimes also called the teat.

A mobile is a decoration that hangs over the crib. There are different objects hanging down for the baby to see
while he is awake in his crib which is the special small bed for a baby. It normally has a type of fence or wall
around the four sides so that the baby does not fall out.

A cradle is a small bed for a newly born baby that rocks, it is also sometimes called a cot.

A bouncer is a great toy for a baby. It has a seat for the baby to sit in and hangs from the ceiling so that the baby
can bounce up and down.

A walker is a toy on wheels that a baby can hold on to while it is learning how to walk.

A potty is the name for a small portable toilet for a young child to learn how to use the toilet.

A pacifier is a piece of plastic that is placed in the baby's mouth to keep the baby busy sucking on the object.
Mums use the pacifier to keep the baby from crying. Another name for a pacifier is a dummy.

A booster seat or a baby seat is a special chair for a baby that is placed on top of a normal chair. It helps them
to be taller so that they can reach the table when then eat. For younger babies they have a special chair called a
highchair that has a little table attached to the chair so that the baby can eat and cannot fall out of the chair.

A car seat is a special chair that is placed in a car on top of the normal seat that is made special so that the baby
is always safe while riding in the car.

A doll is a special toy for a baby that looks like a person. Often little children carry around their own doll like it is
their own baby. Another special type of soft toy is a stuffed animal. It is a soft toy in the shape of an animal. The
most famous kind of stuffed animal is the teddy bear.

Other toys for babies include blocks. Blocks are small cubes of wood or plastic. The babies play with the blocks
and learn to build different objects by stacking the blocks.

A rattle is a small toy for a baby that has small objects inside of a ball with a handle. The rattle lets the baby
shake it and make a noise.

Babies are often in pain when they have new teeth coming in. A teething ring is a special toy that a baby can
chew on to help then with the pain of their new teeth.

A toy chest is a box where the parents keep all of the baby's toys.

A baby carrier is a special object that attaches to the dad or mum and allows them to carry the baby without
using his or her hands.

A pushchair or stroller is a chair for the baby to sit in that has wheels on the bottom so that the parent can walk
and push the baby in the chair at the same time. A pram is similar, but the baby lays down in a bed, rather than
sitting up in a chair.

A play pen is a small area with four walls around it so that the baby has a space to play, but cannot get out to the



rest of the room. It provides a safe place for the baby to play.

A nightlight is a small light that shines so that it is bright enough that the child can see in the darkness and isn't
afraid, but not bright enough to bother the child while he/she sleeps. Some adults who are afraid of the dark still
sleep with a nightlight.
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English Vocabulary

The Bathroom

There are two main uses for the bathroom. One is to have a shower or bath to clean yourself. The other is to go to
the toilet.

When you want to clean yourself you use the shower (where you stand up) or the bathtub (where you sit in a lot
of water).

Almost every house has a shower. This is where you clean yourself by standing in a cubicle where water comes
out of a shower head which is situated on the wall above your head.

Sometimes the shower is not in a cubicle but combined with a bathtub. When this happens, you usually need a
shower curtain so that the water doesn't splash onto the bathroom floor. This shower curtain usually has curtain
rings which are then held in position by a curtain rod.

A rubber mat is placed on the floor of the shower so that you don't accidentally slip.

When you are in the shower and you don't want your hair to get wet you put on a shower cap which is a plastic
covering for your hair.

To clean the dirt off your body you use soap. You can find this in the soap dish. Some people like to use shower
gel which comes in a plastic bottle instead of soap.
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You can use a facecloth or flannel to help you remove the soap from your body.

You use shampoo to clean your hair and then conditioner to make it softer and easier to comb.

After you have washed your hair, you can use a hair dryer to dry it. This is an electrical appliance which blow hot
air at your hair.

You can dry yourself with a towel which is normally hanging on the towel rail.

Another use for the bathroom is to go the toilet. Remember to use toilet paper to clean your private parts when
you have finished.

You finish using the toilet you have to flush it. If whatever is in the toilet doesn't disappear, you might have to use a
plunger to help push it down the drain. A toilet brush is used to clean the inside of the toilet.

Women usually hate it when men leave the toilet seat up.

If the toilet smells bad after someone has used it, you might want to use air freshener so that smells nice again.

Remember to wash your hands after going to the toilet. You use the sink to do this. Another way of saying sink is
washbasin or hand basin.

The sink contains a faucet or tap where the cold water and hot water come out. The water then goes into the
sink. If there isn't a plug, the water then disappears down the drain. To dry your hands, you can use a hand
towel.

Above the hand basin you will normally find a mirror. You use a mirror to see yourself and to help you brush your
hair. Sometimes the mirror is actually the door of a medicine cabinet which is a place to keep your medicine. This
is sometimes called a medicine chest too.

After every meal you should brush your teeth. You need to put some toothpaste on your toothbrush to clean
them properly.

Men often have hair that grows on their face. If there is a lot of hair, it is called a beard. BUT if a man doesn't want
a beard he uses a shaver to remove it. The razor is the sharp blade that is used to cut.

You leave all of your dirty clothes in the laundry basket. Sometimes this basket is called a hamper.

When you want to see how much you weigh, you use a  scale.
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English Vocabulary

The Bedroom
A bedside table, a night table, and a nightstand are all different names for a small table that is next to a bed.

This table normally has a lamp and an alarm clock on it. It is called an alarm clock because the clock makes a
loud sound in the morning to wake you up. Sometimes the clock is called a clock radio, because it plays music
from the radio instead of making a loud noise.

Also a box of tissues is often set on a nightstand. This way you can blow your nose at night before you go to sleep
or other emergencies.

Sometimes people use their bedrooms for other things. They change the furniture depending on the time of day. A
daybed, for example, is a bed at night, but becomes a sofa during the day with large pillows. The name for the
large pillows on a sofa is a cushion. A convertible sofa has a mattress underneath that can be pulled out at night
to sleep on. Some people also call it a sofa bed. A cot is small bed where babies sleep and is also used to
describe a small temporary bed, something that you do not sleep on normally.

The bed is the most important piece of furniture in a bedroom. It has many different parts. The mattress is the
large soft part of the bed where you sleep. Below the mattress is the box spring that holds the mattress up and
makes the bed comfortable.

The pillow is where you put your head when you sleep. It is smaller than a cushion and is covered with a piece of
cloth called a pillowcase. The pillowcase normally matches the sheets on the bed. There are two sheets for every
bed. One is a fitted sheet that covers the mattress and has a piece of elastic around the edge. The other sheet is
called the flat sheet, because it doesn't have any elastic. The person sleeps between the two sheets. On top of
the sheets there are blankets that are thicker to keep you warm. The blanket on the very top is called a
bedspread. It is a blanket that is made special for the size of the bed.

A dust ruffle, sometimes called a bed skirt, is a piece of fabric that hangs off the side of the bed, so that you
cannot see what is underneath the mattress and box spring.

There are many different sizes for beds. The smallest one is called a twin bed; it is a bed only for one person,
also called a single bed. Then there is a queen size bed, where two people can sleep. Bigger than that there is
a king size bed.

A canopy bed is a fancy bed with four large posts (one at each corner of the bed) holding a piece of fabric high
above the bed.

Kids like to sleep in bunk beds. Often there are two beds, one on top of the other.

A waterbed is when the mattress is filled with water instead of fabric. The bed moves with the person as he
sleeps.

A special type of blanket is called a quilt. It is made by sewing many small pieces of cloth together. It was a
traditional gift for families to give young couples on their wedding. Many woman would sew together to create a
large quilt. It takes many hours of work to make a quilt.

A duvet is a set of two thick sheets sewn together on the ends. You put a type of blanket inside the duvet. This
way you can change the look of the bed and change the thickness of the blankets on the bed depending on the
season.

An electric blanket keep you extra warm by running electricity through it to create heat. Some people have a hot
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water bottle which is a container filled with hot water and sealed with a stopper.

A headboard is a large piece of wood or other material that goes above the bed against the wall.

A bureau is a large piece of furniture where people place their clothes that do not go in the closet or wardrobe
which are the same thing through a part of the house. Sometimes there is also a small chest of drawers where
people place their clean folded clothes and other small things like socks. Clothes that are not folded go on coat
hangers in the closet or wardrobe. Another name for the chest of drawers is a dresser.

There are many different types of floor covering for bedrooms. Carpet is a common type that covers the floor from
wall to wall with a soft fabric. Many people however have wood or tile floors and cover only a small part of the floor
with small pieces of fabric called rugs.

Curtains hang on the wall near the window. They are large pieces of fabric that are used for decoration. Blinds
are smaller, either made of wood or plastic, and are used to block out the light.

Sometimes rather than paint the walls people glue large pieces of paper to the walls with designs on it. This is
called wallpaper.

Many times in the bedroom there is an area for the person to get ready in the morning. This area normally has a
mirror, so that the person can see how beautiful he or she is. Near the mirror, on top of the dresser the person
normally keeps a hairbrush or a comb, to fix their hair. Also on the dresser there is a small box that holds all
different types of jewellery that a woman wears. She keeps earrings, necklaces and bracelets in her jewellery
box.
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English Vocabulary

Colors - Colours

What is the difference betwen Color and Colour?

Both words mean the same thing and its spelling depends on the country where the word is written.

The word Color is used in United States.

The word Colour is used in the rest of the English-speaking countries (England, Australia, NZ etc.)

The names of the more common colours in English appear in the chart below:
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What is the difference betwen Gray and Grey?

The same as with the difference between color and colour, it depends on the country.

The word Gray is used in United States.

The word Grey is used in the rest of the English-speaking countries (England, Australia, NZ etc.)

Word order with colours

There are three ways that you can use a colour in a sentence to describe something:

1. To Be + Colour. e.g. My car is blue.

2. Colour + Noun. e.g. The blue car is mine.

3. Colour is the Noun. e.g. Blue is the colour of my car.

Did you know that, because colours give us more information about a person or a thing, they are adjectives in
English?

Light - Dark - Bright

You can also talk in shades (or intensity) of colour in English by using such expressions as:

Light is the opposite of Dark.

Bright: a strong colour that is easy to see.

Helen has dark green eyes.

His light grey hair made him look very distinguished.

Her bright pink lipstick doesn't look good.

The words Light, Dark and Bright are placed before the colour.

Colours + ISH

If you are not exactly sure how to describe a colour, we normally use the suffix -ish.

e.g. Greenish (= approximately green but not exactly green)

The sunset is a beautiful pinkish-purplish colour today.

His shirt is lightish blue in colour.

Typical Things of each Colour

The following is a list of things typically associated with each colour:

Red: Strawberry, Rose, Fire engine, Blood, Heart



Orange: Pumpkin, Carrot, Basketball

Yellow: Cheese, Sun, Butter, Lemon

Green: Grass, Lettuce, Frog, Leaf, Lizard

Blue: Sky, Ocean, Blueberry, Whale

Black: Bat, Night, Tire (tyre), Fly

White: Paper, Sugar, Milk, Snow, Sheep

Pink: Pig, Tongue, Cotton candy (Candy floss)

Brown: Wood, Cigar, Earth, Acorn, Horse

Grey / Gray: Rock, Lead, Dust, Mouse, Elephant

Purple: Bruise, Grapes

How many more things can you add to each colour?
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English Vocabulary

Daily Routines
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Daily Activities at Home



What are some of the daily activities that you do at home?

I wake up at 7am every morning.
I press the snooze button five times every morning before I turn off the alarm and get up.
I have a cup of coffee and make breakfast. I usually read the newspaper while I have breakfast. My children
like to have a shower after they have breakfast but I like to have a shower before I get dressed.
My wife brushes her long hair, and I have short hair so I comb my hair. How do you do your hair in the
morning?
It is important to brush your teeth, and some women like to put make-up on. 
After I have finished work, I go home to cook dinner. In my house I usually make dinner. The family eat dinner
together at 7:30pm.
After dinner I make sure that my children do their homework, and then I chill out on the sofa and watch
television. 
On television I usually watch the News. My wife usually comes to tell me to take the rubbish out, or wash the
dishes. 
Our children feed the dog and the cat  before they go to bed and I tell them to go to the bathroom too. 
If I am sick I have to take my medication, but then I get into my pyjamas and set the alarm so I wake up in the
morning. 
The last things I do is lock the door, turn off the lights, and go to bed.

Daily Activities at Work

What are some daily activities that you do at work?

I go to work at 8.45am every morning.
I usually drive to work.
I always check my emails when I get to work, but I don't always reply to them immediately.
I take a taxi or a train if I have a lunch meeting. I never take the bus because it is too slow. 
When I am at my desk I usually work on the computer, even during morning tea.
At 1pm most days I have lunch.
At 3pm we have afternoon tea, and that is when we usually talk and eat cake. 
When you are in the office you probably have a lot of papers. It is important for you to file your papers, and so
that you can find them again you need to organise your files. 
When I work I have to make telephone calls. If an important issue happens I ask my secretary to organise a
meeting. 
Once a month I report to my boss, but maybe you have to report to your boss more often. I usually write a
document that my boss can read.

Other Daily Activities

What are some other daily activities that you do?

I exercise at least three times a week.
I usually go to the gym before work, but sometimes I go after work.
I meditate every morning so that I feel less stressed during the day.

Weekly Activities

What are some weekly activities that you do?
I go grocery shopping once a week at the local supermarket.
My family does the housework together every Saturday morning.
I usually do the washing on Sunday morning and when the machine is finished I hang the clothes out to dry.
On Sunday morning we go to church, and if there is lots of noise coming from next door, sometimes we fight



with the neighbour.
On Saturday night my parents stay at home and I go out with friends.
Even my friends that live at home call their parents each week. 
Every evening, I water the garden. 
I usually pay someone to wash the car, but my partner says I should do it, so sometimes I argue with my
partner about that. 
If we are angry at the neighbour, we seek vengeance by annoying his dogs.  
I work in an important office, so I have to shine my shoes each day. 
Sometimes we hire a movie, because we don't like to illegally download music and films. I make sure that I
synchronise my iPod so I always have new music on it.
To get our shopping, we go to the mall in the car. 
Last week I forgot to recharge my travel card, and I had to argue with a bus driver. I couldn't call the office
because I forgot to recharge my cellphone!
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English Vocabulary

Days, Months & Seasons

Days of the Week

The days of the week in English begin with CAPITAL letters.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Saturday and Sunday are known as the weekend.

Days of the Week Video
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Months of the Year

The months of the year in English begin with CAPITAL letters.

January

February

March



April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

Seasons of the Year

summer

winter

spring

autumn / fall

Fall is used in United States, Autumn in the rest of the world.

Capital Letters

Remember, in English that the first letter of the day or month is always in capital letters.

January correct - january incorrect

Thursday correct - thursday incorrect

Though the first letter of the seasons does not begin with a capital letters.

Spring incorrect - spring correct
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Dead - Death - Die - Died

English Vocabulary

Four words that often confuse learners of English are dead, death, die and died.

Compare:

My cat is dead.

It died yesterday.

Its death was a surprise.

The explanation is quite simple:

Dead is an Adjective (a descriptive word)

Death is a Noun (a naming word)

Die is a Verb (an action word)

Died is the past tense of the verb Die

Look at the following explanations containing a lot more details and examples. We have also included popular
idiomatic expressions for each one.

Dead = Adjective

We use the word dead to describe the lifeless state of something; it is the opposite of alive.

I forgot to water my plants and now they are dead
= they were alive and now they are without life

A dead planet
= a planet with no life on it

We can use dead in an informal way to describe a boring place with not many people or much activity

The bar was dead
= there was nobody (or very few people) at the bar

To go dead means to loose feeling in the part of the body due to temporary lack of circulation

My leg went dead after sitting on the floor for three hours
= My leg was numb, I couldn't feel it.

To be + dead + adjective (e.g. dead boring) is a slightly outdated British slang for 'completely' or 'totally'

The test was dead easy

Dead calm or dead silence means total/complete calm/silence, as if there was no life in an area

After the storm there was dead calm

Expressions using Dead:

I wouldn't be caught dead… (there/wearing that/doing that etc)
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= To refuse to and affirm that you would never do something

To stop dead in your tracks
= To stop suddenly or abruptly

Dead as a doornail
= Something that is completely/obviously/certainly dead

In the dead of winter/night
= In the middle of winter/night

Death = Noun

The concept or idea of the state after life. Death is the opposite of life.

Death comes to us all.
= The state of being dead is inevitable

Death scares some people
= The idea of dying scares some people

Drinking alcohol and driving can cause death
= you, or someone else could die if you drink and drive

Expressions using Death:

To be on death's door
= To be very close to dying. Here death is personified.

You'll catch your death outside!
= An expression used to warn people about how cold the weather is outside. "You'll catch a cold, or worse!"

To do something to death
= To do something over and over again until it is no longer popular. They've played that song to death on the
radio!

A matter of life and death
= A usually figurative way if saying something's extremely important

Die = Verb

The event (action) of death. The opposite of to be born

The past of die is died.

Michael Jackson died in 2009 
= the moment in time when MJ stopped living.

My plants have died from thirst 
= My plants are no longer living because I didn't water them

I nearly died when the waiter gave me the bill at the restaurant 
= I was shocked by the amount of the bill

I almost died with embarrassment when I fell over in the street 
= I was extremely embarrassed when I fell over.



He died a very rich/happy/lonely (etc) man 
= He was very rich/happy/lonely (etc) when he died

She died a painful/peaceful (etc) death 
= The moment of her death was painful/peaceful (etc)

Expressions using Die:

To be dying to do something 
= to be desperate to do something e.g. "I'm dying to go on holiday"

To be dying of something 
= literal or figurative, e.g. "I'm dying of hunger/heat"

Never say die 
= never surrender/give up
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English Vocabulary

The Dining Room
In the dining room there is usually a dinner table. This is the place where the family usually eat dinner. If you
have soup for dinner, or cereal for breakfast you will eat it out of a bowl. If you eat soup, you will use a soup
spoon, which is rounder and deeper than a dessert spoon. A soup bowl is sometimes deeper than a cereal
bowl.

When you eat dinner, you eat your food off a plate. The table might have a big salad bowl in the middle that you
can take salad from.

If you eat a lot of bread your table will probably have a breadbasket, and you might probably also have a butter
dish, which is a little plate especially for the butter. A butter knife is a knife that doesn't have a serrated edge,
while a steak knife is sharper, and does have teeth (a serrated edge). Most of the time the table has just a knife
to cut the food and fork to pick it up and put it in your mouth.

A cup is what you drink tea or coffee out of, but a mug is a bigger, heavier cup. In the morning the part of the
coffee machine that contains the liquid is the coffee pot, and the teapot is the pot (usually made of metal) that
you brew the tea in. You use the little spoon called a teaspoon for putting sugar in your coffee or tea. You will get
the sugar from the sugar bowl. When you drink tea you might use a saucer, which is the little plate that goes
with your tea cup. Some people pour milk or cream from a creamer into their coffee or tea.

Sometimes in the morning you just have a glass of juice, and some families have a large jug or a pitcher of juice
on the table, because a jug holds more liquid.

For afternoon tea, you might have a cake on a cake stand, which is a raised flat plate that you put the cake on.
Sometimes people use a small plate called a side dish, for the cake. Usually there is always a little piece of
paper called a napkin or serviette, so you can wipe your mouth (or your fingers) after you eat the cake or other
food.

Cutlery is generic term for spoons, forks, and knives, and a placemat is the piece of material you put on the table
under your plates and cutlery to protect the tablecloth that covers the table. But, for putting under your glass,
cup or mug, you use a coaster, not a placemat!

The silverware doesn't have to be made of silver, but it includes the candlestick and sometimes the cutlery too.
For a romantic dinner you will usually use candles to have a little bit of light, or you might have a chandelier - the
big old style lights that hang from the ceiling.

When you want to drink wine, you usually drink from a wine glass, which is different from a champagne flute
which is tall and thin especially used for champagne.

Before you sit down, make sure the pepper shaker (for the pepper) and the salt shaker (for the salt) are both on
the table.

If you like flowers, the centerpiece of the table might be a vase of flowers in the middle of the table.

In an expensive restaurant the waiter may use the little cart with wheels called a serving cart, to bring your food
to the table. You probably use a serving platter at home, which is a big platter to carry a few different types of
food on it, maybe in bowls or on plates or if at a party, it might be food for eating with your fingers.

You might be surprised that we sometimes have china on the table. China is not just a country, china or
chinaware is also the name we use for fine porcelain. Most people don't use it everyday, instead they keep it in
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the china cabinet. The buffet is where we might keep the other cups and plates.

Finally, before you ask people to come to the table, make sure there is a chair for each person to sit on!
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English Vocabulary

Members of the Family

Immediate Family

Masculine Feminine

father mother

son daughter

brother sister

husband wife

When you have children, you are a parent.

If you are a male parent, you are a father.

If you are female parent, you are a mother.

If one of your children is a boy, he is your son.

If one of your children is a girl, she is your daughter.

When a couple gets married, the man is the husband, and the woman is his wife.

A brother and sister both have the same parents.

One collective word to describe brothers and sisters is siblings. However this word is normally only used in
written English, not orally.

Different Generations

Masculine Feminine

Forefathers

Great-great grandfather Great-great grandmother

Great grandfather Great grandmother

Grandfather Grandmother

Father Mother

Son Daughter

Grandson Granddaughter

Great grandson Great granddaughter

Great-great grandson Great-great granddaughter
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Descendents

Relatives and Extended Family

grandparents: the parents of your parents
grandfather: the father of your father/mother
grandmother: the mother of your father/mother 
grandchildren: the children of your children
grandson: the son of one of your children
granddaughter:the daughter of one of your children
great grandfather: the father of your grandfather/grandmother
great grandmother: the mother of your grandfather/grandmother

uncle: the brother (or brother-in-law) of your mother/father
aunt: the sister (or sister-in-law)of your mother/father
cousin: the child of your aunt/uncle 
nephew: the male child of your brother/sister
niece: the female child of your brother/sister

The In-Laws

The in-laws are the members of the family of your spouse (the person you are married to) or via a marriage in
your family:

father-in-law: the father of your spouse 
mother-in-law: the mother of your spouse  
son-in-law: the husband of your daughter 
daughter-in-law: the wife of your son
brother-in-law: the husband of your sister  
sister-in-law: the wife of your brother

Note: To refer to more than one brother-in-law or sister-in-law etc. we has an S to the brother/sister part.
e.g. My brothers-in-law are fun. My sisters-in-laws are crazy.

The Family Mix

Nowadays in many countries a person can get married more than once. These are the terms used to describe
the "new" members of the family when someone gets remarried.

"Step-" means that you are related as a result of one parent marrying again

stepfather: the (new) husband of your mother but not your biological father 
stepmother: the (new) wife of your father but not your biological mother  
stepson: the son of your (new) husband / wife (he is not your biological son)
stepdaughter: the daughter of your (new) husband / wife (she is not your biological daughter)
stepsister: the daughter of your stepmother or stepfather
stepbrother: the son of your stepmother or stepfather

Sometimes one of your parents gets married again and they have more children. There

half-brother: the brother you have only one parent in common with .
half-sister: the sister you only have one parent in common with.

Even if your parent didn't get married (and had the child outside of marriage), they are still your half-brother or
half-sister.



However, note that it is common to still call your half-brother or half-sister just your brother or sister (without
adding the half- part).

Check out this chart comparing the relationships between different members of the family:
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Free Time Activities

English Vocabulary

Free time = The time when you are not working, when you can choose what you do.

Free time = leisure time

What do you do in your free time?

General Free Time Activities

Go to the cinema - to see Hollywood blockbuster movies, Bollywood movies (from India), art films, animated
films. You can also say go to the movies.

Some film categories are: Comedy, Drama, Horror, Thriller, Action, Science Fiction (Sci-Fi), Fantasy,
Documentary, Musical.

Watch TV - Different types of television programs are: The News, Soap Operas, Criminal Investigation Dramas,
Medical Dramas, Reality TV, Situation Comedies (Sit-Coms), Talk Shows, Documentaries, Cartoons, Game
Shows, Sports programs, Movies, Political programs, Religious programs.

Spend time with family - You can do many things with your family. Usually, the fact that you are together is more
important than the activity.

Go out with friends - You can also do many things with your friends, like go out to a bar, go dancing at a club,
have dinner at a restaurant, play a sport, sit down and talk, go out for a coffee, have a barbecue, or any other
activity that you all enjoy. Or sometimes when you don't do anything specific, you can say hang out with friends.

Surf the internet - On the internet, you can research a topic you are interested in using a search engine, visit
your favourite websites, watch music videos, create your own video and upload it for other people to see, maintain
contact with your friends using a social networking site, write your thoughts in a blog, learn what is happening in
the world by reading news websites, etc.

Play video games - You can play games on your computer or on a game consoles, like PlayStation, X-Box, Wii,
PSP, Gameboy, etc. You can play on your own or with your friends or family.

Play a musical instrument - Learn to play the piano, guitar, violin, cello, flute, piano accordion, mouth organ,
panpipes, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, etc. You can play on your own or with a group, such as a band or an
orchestra.

Listen to music - Turn up the volume and listen to your favourite type of music, such as pop, rock, hip hop,
rhythm & blues, blues, jazz, classical, soul, heavy metal.

Read - Many people love to read both fiction and non-fiction books and magazines. If you like fiction, you can read
novels, short stories, crime fiction, romance, etc. If you like non-fiction, you can read biographies,
autobiographies, or books on history, science, philosophy, religion, or any other topic you are interested in.

Write - Many people like to write in their diary. Another name for a diary is a journal. You can also write many
other things, such as poetry, novels, letters, short stories, etc. (See under Read for more options).

Go to the park - You can go to the park alone, with family or with friends. You can take a picnic rug and a picnic
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basket and have a picnic. You can read, sleep, kick a football around, climb trees or play on the children's
playground.

Go to cultural locations and events - There are many types of cultural locations and events. You can go to the
museum, to an art gallery or to the zoo to see animals from around the world. You can go to concerts, plays,
musicals, dance recitals and opera performances.

Go shopping - Many people like to go to shopping malls and areas of the city that are known for shopping to buy
clothes or items for their houses and gardens.

Cook - Many people like to cook different types of food. You can make meals for breakfast, lunch and dinner. You
can bake cakes, cookies, slices and pastries in the oven. Some people boast that they have a special recipe - ask
them to cook it for you!

Study something - There are many things that you can study just because you find it interesting! You can study a
language; you can learn a skill, such as cooking or making furniture; or you can even study the hieroglyphs of the
ancient Egyptians, if you want to!

Art and crafts - There are many, many arts and crafts that you can learn and practice. You can paint, draw, sew,
crochet, knit, sculpt, engrave, make furniture, make jewelry, or you can even create your own new art form!

Gardening - You can plant flowers, vegetables or herbs and maintain your garden by watering it, pulling the
weeds and feeding it with fertilizer.

Exercise and play a sport  - To stay fit and healthy, you can do exercise alone, such as swimming or working out
at a gym, or you can play a team sport, such as football or basketball. For more information on sports and
exercise, go to our Sports Page.

http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists/Sports.htm
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English Vocabulary

Fruit
A fruit is the part of a plant that has seeds and flesh (edible covering). A fruit is normally sweet (or sometimes
sour) and can be eaten in its raw (uncooked) state. Fruit are the way plants disseminate their seeds. 

Grammatically, do you say Fruit or Fruits?

The word Fruit is a noun. The word is an exception where the noun is both countable and uncountable. So the
plural of Fruit can be either Fruit OR Fruits.

When we think of Fruit as a group collectively and in a non-specific way, then we tend to use the word Fruit
(without S).

You should eat five servings of fruit and vegetables every day.

Fruit is good for your health.

Would you like some fruit?

There isn't much fresh fruit available in winter.

If you are emphasising the different kinds of fruit, then you can use fruits.

My three favorite fruits are bananas, melons and strawberries.

The supermarket has a wide selection of exotic fruits such as Papaya and Mango.

The juice is made from a variety of fresh fruits.

I love oranges and other citrus fruits.

If you are not sure which to use, the safest thing is to just use Fruit all the time.

Chart with Fruit and their names in English

http://www.vocabulary.cl
http://www.vocabulary.cl/english/fruit.htm
http://www.grammar.cl/Notes/Countable_Uncountable_Nouns.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Games.htm




List of Fruit in English

apple

apricot

avocado - the plural is avocados though you may see avocadoes (less frequently).

banana

blackberry

blackcurrant

blueberry

boysenberry - is a cross between a raspberry and a blackberry

cherry

coconut

fig

grape

grapefruit

kiwifruit - sometimes written as two words kiwi fruit. It has the same form in singular and plural kiwifruit.

lemon

lime

lychee - sometimes called litchi in US English

mandarin

mango - the plural of mango can be either mangos or mangoes.

melon - the generic name for most types of melon

nectarine - the same a peach but without fur on its skin

orange

papaya - In some countries it is called pawpaw.

passion fruit - In United States it is written as two words while in some countries it is written as one word:
passionfruit. The plural of passion fruit is either passion fruit or passion fruits. See our notes about the
plural of fruit above.

peach - same as a nectarine but with a slight fur on its skin

pear

pineapple

plum

pomegranate

quince

raspberry

strawberry

watermelon

Fruits that people think are Vegetables



The following are actually fruits in a botanical sense, though are commonly thought of as vegetables due to their
culinary uses:

avocado, cucumber, eggplant, green beans, peppers, pumpkin, squash, tomato, zucchini

Yes, that's right, the so called vegetables above are in reality fruit, not vegetables.

A piece of fruit

We often say a piece of fruit when we refer to one fruit (one apple, one orange etc) without specifying which one
it is.

She always has a piece of fruit with her breakfast.

The fruit of something

The fruit (or fruits) of something is an expression which means the good results that you obtain from something
such as hard work.

The award he received is the fruit of his hard work and always trying to do his best.
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English Vocabulary

The Living Room
Sometimes the living room is called a lounge. There are many things in a typical living room:

A bookcase is not only a place to put your books, but also the shelves can be used to display other things that are
important to you. Often people place photos or pictures on bookcases.

The words photos and pictures can be used interchangeably, but a picture also has the potential to be a painting,
where as a photo does not. Photos are often placed inside of picture frames that can either hang on a wall or sit
on a shelf.

It is often common to place books and pictures on your coffee table, a large low table in front of the sofa. Another
option is to place a small potted plant or vase of flowers on your coffee table, but not so large that you can't see
over it to watch television or talk to another person.

Unlike a coffee table a side table is normally much higher so that people sitting on the sofa (for two or more
people) or armchair (for one person) can easily place a glass or other object on the table. It is always next to the
seat or placed in between two seats.

A side table is also a good location to place a lamp. A lampshade helps direct the light downward to help you see
well.

People also like to decorate the windows in a room by hanging curtains on the wall, but sometimes these are
also referred to as drapes. The curtains are not only decorations but also help keep the light out of the room, along
with the shades that are placed in the windows.

Many homes have carpet on the floor of the living room. A carpet goes from one wall to the other, covering the
entire floor. Rugs on the other hand cover a small area of the floor and are placed over a wooden or tiled floor to
create a warmer feeling.

Some living rooms include a writing table, which is similar to a desk, but are often smaller.

Couch is another name for sofa. A fancy name for a sofa is called a settee. A settee is normally an antique.

A loveseat is a piece of furniture that is smaller than a couch and larger than a chair, just big enough for two
people to sit on.

An armchair is the name for a type of chair that is large and comfortable in a living room. It normally has large
padded cushions.

Pillows are smaller than cushions, which are the larges soft object on a chair or sofa where a person sits.

The fireplace is the area in the room where the fire is placed sot that it keeps the room warm, but also allows the
smoke to go up the chimney and not into the room. When you light the fire it is common to place a fireguard in
front, so that the warm air still comes through but that children stay safe. The type of wood that is burned for a fire
in general is called firewood, but the large pieces are often called logs. Above the fireplace is the mantelpiece,
which is normally a long piece of wood that provides a shelf on which to display things. At Christmas time children
hang their stocking from the mantelpiece to receive presents from Santa Claus.

Men are generally more concerned with the electronic equipment in the living room rather than the decorations.
Today videocassettes are rare; most people now watch DVDs on their DVD players rather than VCRs. People
have also started watching more Blu-ray Discs.
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Along with the television and DVD player there is also often a stereo system on the shelves of the wall unit
holding all of the electronics used for entertainment. Of course with the stereo system it is vital to have a good set
of speakers in order to listen to the music.

The most important part of the living room to most men is the recliner. A recliner is a special chair that has the
ability to lean backwards so the person sitting in the chair is in a very relaxed position. Often men consider their
recliners to be their thrones, as if they were all kings. From the recliner the men use the remote control to change
the channels on the television or adjust the volume of the music from the stereo.

People often decorate the floors with rugs and the walls with pictures, but they often do not decorate the ceiling of
the room. Normally the only decoration from the above comes from the lights or the ceiling fan which keeps you
cool in summer.
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Countries & Nationalities

English Vocabulary

The word 'Nationality' is not often used in spoken English. It is a formal
and official word and it appears more frequently in written English. You will
find the word 'Nationality' is used a lot in the travel industry and for
immigration.

We almost never say: What is your nationality?

We usually say: Where are you from? OR Where do you come from?

To tell someone your nationality you DON'T say: My nationality is Chilean.

You say: I'm Chilean

Remember

I am from Chile. 
To Be + from + country

I am Chilean.
To Be + Nationality

Singular Plural

Country Countries

Nationality Nationalities

List of Countries, Nationalities and their Languages

Below is a list of countries with the appropriate nationality. The Language that appears is the main language that
is spoken in the country. We have not included all the languages that they may speak in that country.

Country Nationality Language

Afghanistan Afghan Persian - Pashto

Argentina Argentine
Argentinian

Spanish

Australia Australian English

Belgium Belgian French / Flemish

Bolivia Bolivian Spanish

Brazil Brazilian Portuguese

http://www.vocabulary.cl
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Basic/Nationalities.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Games.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Games.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/StudentListsGames.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/useful-resources.htm
http://www.grammar.cl/


Cambodia Cambodian Cambodian

Cameroon Cameroonian French / English

Canada Canadian English / French

Chile Chilean Spanish

China Chinese Chinese

Colombia Colombian Spanish

Costa Rica Costa Rican Spanish

Cuba Cuban Spanish

Denmark Danish (Dane) Danish

Dominican Republic Dominican Spanish

Ecuador Ecuadorian Spanish

Egypt Egyptian Arabic

El Salvador Salvadorian Spanish

England English English

Estonia Estonian Estonian

Ethiopia Ethiopian Amharic

Finland Finnish Finnish

France French French

Germany German German

Ghana Ghanaian English

Greece Greek Greek

Guatemala Guatemalan Spanish

Haiti Haitian French / Creole

Honduras Honduran Spanish

Indonesia Indonesian Indonesian

Iran Iranian Persian

Ireland Irish Irish / English

Israel Israeli Hebrew

Italy Italian Italian

Japan Japanese Japanese

Jordan Jordanian Arabic

Kenya Kenyan Swahili



Korea Korean Korean

Laos Laotian Laotian

Latvia Latvian Latvian

Lithuania Lithuanian Lithuanian

Malaysia Malaysian Malay / Malaysian

Mexico Mexican Spanish

Morocco Moroccan Arabic / French

Netherlands Dutch Dutch

New Zealand New Zealander English / Maori

Nicaragua Nicaraguan Spanish

Norway Norwegian Norwegian

Panama Panamanian Spanish

Paraguay Paraguayan Spanish

Peru Peruvian Spanish

Philippines Filipino Tagalog / Filipino

Poland Polish Polish

Portugal Portuguese Portuguese

Puerto Rico Puerto Rican Spanish

Romania Romanian Romanian

Russia Russian Russian

Saudi Arabia Saudi Arabic

Spain Spanish Spanish

Sweden Swedish Swedish

Switzerland Swiss Swiss

Taiwan Taiwanese Chinese

Tajikistan Tajik Tajik (Persian)

Thailand Thai Thai

Turkey Turkish Turkish

Ukraine Ukrainian Ukrainian

United States American * English

Uruguay Uruguayan Spanish

Venezuela Venezuelan Spanish



Vietnam Vietnamese Vietnamese

Wales Welsh Welsh / English

*You will notice that people from United States have the nationality 'American'. Some people from other parts of
the American continent (especially Central and South America) tend not to like the word American for people from
the United States. You will find that they will call them North American.
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Numbers in English

English Vocabulary

There are two main types of numbers:

Cardinal Numbers - 1 (one), 2 (two) etc. (Used mainly for counting)

Ordinal Numbers - 1st (first), 2nd (second) etc. (Used mainly for putting things in a sequence)

Cardinal Numbers

Cardinal numbers are normally used when you:

count things: I have two brothers. There are thirty-one days in January.

give your age: I am thirty-three years old. My sister is twenty-seven years old.

give your telephone number: Our phone number is two-six-three, three-eight-four-seven. (481-2240)

give years: She was born in nineteen seventy-five (1975). America was discovered in fourteen ninety-two

Notice how we divide the year into two parts. This is the form for year up to 1999. For the year 2000 and on, we
say two thousand (2000), two thousand and one (2001), two thousand and two (2002) etc.

Ordinal Numbers

You can normally create Ordinal numbers by adding -TH to the end of a Cardinal Number.

Ordinal numbers are normally used when you:

give a date: My birthday is on the 27th of January. (Twenty-seventh of January)

put things in a sequence or order: Liverpool came second in the football league last year.

give the floor of a building: His office is on the tenth floor.

have birthdays: He had a huge party for his twenty-first birthday.

Cardinal Numbers

1 - one

2 - two

3 - three

4 - four

5 - five

6 - six

7 - seven
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8 - eight

9 - nine

10 - ten

11 - eleven

12 - twelve

13 - thirteen

14 - fourteen

15 - fifteen

16 - sixteen

17 - seventeen

18 - eighteen

19 - nineteen

20 - twenty

21 - twenty-one

22 - twenty-two

23 - twenty-three

30 - thirty

40 - forty

50 - fifty

60 - sixty

70 - seventy

80 - eighty

90 - ninety

100 - one hundred*

101 - one hundred and one

200 - two hundred

300 - three hundred

1000 - one thousand

1,000,000 - one million

10,000,000 - ten million

* Instead of saying One Hundred, you can say A hundred.

e.g. (127) one hundred and twenty-seven OR (127) a hundred and twenty-seven.

The same rule applies for one thousand (a thousand) and one million (a million)

Notice that you need to use a hyphen (-) when you write the numbers between 21 and 99.

With long numbers, we usually divide them into groups of three which are divided by a comma. e.g. 5000000 (5
million) is normally written as 5,000,000



Ordinal Numbers

1st - first

2nd - second

3rd - third

4th - fourth

5th - fifth

6th - sixth



7th - seventh

8th - eighth

9th - ninth

10th - tenth

11th - eleventh

12th - twelfth

13th - thirteenth

14th - fourteenth

15th - fifteenth

16th - sixteenth

17th - seventeenth

18th - eighteenth

19th - nineteenth

20th - twentieth

21st - twenty-first

22nd - twenty-second

23rd - twenty-third

30th - thirtieth

40th - fortieth

50th - fiftieth

60th - sixtieth

70th - seventieth

80th - eightieth

90th - ninetieth

100th - hundredth

101st - hundred and first

200th - two hundredth

300th - three hundredth

1,000th - thousandth

1,000,000th - ten millionth

The Number 0

We normally say 'zero' for the number '0'.

BUT when we give our telephone number, we often say O like the name of the letter O.

e.g. 505-1023 = five-O-five, one-O-two-three

Fractions and Decimals



We use ordinal numbers (at the end position) to talk about fractions.

1/2 - a half

1/3 - a third

2/3 - two thirds

1/4 - a quarter (a fourth)

3/4 - three quarters (three fourths)

1/5 - a fifth

2/5 - two fifths

1/6 - a sixth

5/6 - five sixths

1/7 - a seventh

1/8 - an eighth

1/10 - a tenth

7/10 - seven tenths

1/20 - a twentieth

47/100 - forty-seven hundredths

1/100 - a hundredth

1/1,000 - a thousandth

Notice that for 1/4, you can say a quarter OR a fourth.

IF we have a whole number with a fraction, we use the word AND between the two parts.
e.g. 2 3/5 = two and a three-fifths

For parts of whole numbers, we use a decimal point (and NOT a comma).
e.g. 2 1/2 (two and a half) = 2.5 (two point five)

If there is more than one number after the decimal point, we say each number individually.
e.g. 3,456.789 = three thousand, four hundred and fifty-six point seven eight nine.

The exception to this rule is when we are talking about dollars and cents (or pound and pence)
e.g. $21.95 = twenty-one dollars, ninety-five (cents). Saying the word cents at the end is optional.
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English Vocabulary

Opposites - Adjectives
The following sentences contain examples of adjectives. They are in pairs that contain adjectives that are
opposite to each other:

I am happy when it is my birthday.
She was sad when her puppy died.

We were excited about going to the concert.
She was bored because there were many grammar exercises.

She is beautiful and wants to be a model.
A witch is normally very ugly.

The desert is very dry.
My towel is wet because it fell into the pool.

Children can be naughty when they are two years old.
Your children can visit me any time because they are well-behaved.

The party next door was noisy.
The mountains are very quiet when it snows.

A weightlifter is very strong. 
He lost a lot of blood and was very weak.

The dogs were horrible to the cat. 
The bird sang a nice song.

There was only enough space for one car on the narrow road.
The main avenue of the city was very wide.

There was a great disturbance when the bank was robbed.
There was a minor problem at work today though it wasn't serious.

I was late to work so my boss was angry.
It is important to be early.

I am tired after running for three hours.
I slept very well last night so I was energetic this morning.

When I have lots of money I am rich.
The people who don't have money are poor.

I didn't feel a thing. It was painless.
Having a tooth removed can be painful.

The lights didn't work, so it was very dark.
The sun was out in the middle of the day so it was very bright.

Be careful when you test-drive a new car.
He was careless with money is money and had many debts.
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A new Porsche is expensive. 
A potato is cheap.

Studying online has been very helpful to me. 
During the exam I forgot everything, I was helpless.

Taking notes is a useful way to help learning.
Trying to memorise the dictionary is useless.

Learning a new language is not difficult.
Learning a new language is easy if you practice.

Eating and sleeping well will make you healthy.
She was sick so she went to the doctor.

After you wear your socks for three days they are dirty.
When I get out of the shower I am clean.

I bought a new car!
I sold my old car because it was slow.

A cup of coffee is hot.
I don't like winter because it is cold.

After I had diarrhea for a month I was very thin.
He is fat because he always eats a lot of burgers and fries.

Bacteria are so tiny that we can't see them. 
The Pacific Ocean is enormous.

A mouse is small.
An elephant is large.

A lemon is sour.
I like sugar because it is sweet.

My baby is young.
My grandfather is old.

I drank all the water, now the glass is empty.
I put some more water into my glass and now it is full.

They had a beautiful wedding. They are married.
I don't have a wife. I am single.

Fire is dangerous.
Don't worry, the area is safe for children.

We need to be polite at the dinner table.
Eating with your feet on the table is rude.

Planes fly very high. 
Before the plane crashed it was flying very low.

Sandpaper is rough.
Silk sheets are smooth.

She doesn't like to talk to strangers - she is very shy.



He loves meeting new people, he is very outgoing.

The ice was very hard. 
The custard was soft.

A dwarf is short.
A basketball player is very tall.

A feather is light.
A cannonball is heavy.
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Opposites - Verbs

English Vocabulary

We go when the traffic light is green.
We stop when the traffic light is red light.

I sleep at night. 
I wake up in the morning.

He lived until he was eighty years old.
He died in the war.

People push their shopping cart around the supermarket.
The tow truck pulled the car behind it.

A boat floats on water.
Lead sinks when it is dropped into the water.

The room is cooled by the air conditioner. 
Food can be heated in the microwave.

We throw the ball to the dog. 
The dog likes to catch the ball in its mouth.

I want to pass my examination. 
I failed the test because all of my answers were wrong.

I teach English to the students in my class.
My students learn a lot.

While you are waiting, you can sit on that chair.
The guard was standing next to the door.

The snow falls on the ground.
The sun rises in the East.

It was so cold I decided to put on a sweater.
You should take off your shoes before you go to bed.

He is very funny and I laugh at his jokes.
When I watch a sad movie I have to take tissues in case I cry.

We should smile when we meet someone new.
Sometimes we frown when we can't figure out a problem.

I do exercise at the gym to strengthen my muscles.
The earthquake had weakened the bridge and cars could not cross it.

If I don't like what someone is saying I can ignore it. 
I always make sure to pay attention when I am in English class.

I broke the glass by dropping it onto the ground.
When my car broke down I took it to the shop to have it repaired.
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When I drive on the highway I speed up to get home faster. 
When you drive in the snow, you should slow down.

I buy milk at the local shop.
The supermarket sells a broad range of products

I love pussycats because they are small and cute and a little bit furry.
I hate it when people push in front of me to get service.

Some countries import goods because they are cheaper to buy overseas.
Chile is a country which exports copper to many parts of the world.

My boss gives me too much work and it stresses me.
If you look at the screen too long, you will need to relax your eyes.

The adventures wanted to find the treasure.
I lost my keys. Do you know where they are?

When we plant a tree we know it will be many years before it bears fruit.
We harvest the crops from the fields.

When I was bankrupt, the bank would not lend me any more money.
I decided to borrow some money from my parents.

They increased their prices and earned a lot more money.
To save money you should reduce your spending.

It is not important to understand every single idea. 
Foreign people often misunderstand local customs.

Young people grow very fast.
Clothes washed in hot water might shrink.

When you really need it, help will appear.
The police looked for the killers, but they disappeared.

I gave my puppy a bone. 
I like to receive e-mails from my friends.

I like to eat chocolate ice-cream.
He dislikes traveling on uncomfortable buses.

When you leave your house, you should lock the door.
You need a key to unlock the door.

Please do not enter through the back door.
We exit the plane near the cockpit.

Find out when the plane arrives so you can meet your friends at the airport.
You should leave the country before your visa runs out.

The lightning ignited a huge fire in the forest.
The firefighters used water to extinguish the flames.

We are wondering who will win the world cup this year.
My favourite team lost their game.

I have decided to spend my money on some new shoes.



I save money by walking to work instead of paying for the bus.

You should pick up money if you see it on the ground.
I usually put down my pen when I have finished writing.

You should have a plan so your business can succeed.
I would be upset if I failed my exam.

We need to inhale to fill our lungs with oxygen.
Humans exhale carbon dioxide.
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Personal Information

English Vocabulary

Personal information questions are the basis for any conversation in English and so are important for when you
meet somebody for the first time. They are the building blocks from which the rest of the conversation can
develop.

Some common questions and a correct form for the answer are as follows:
Notice that we are giving our answers in complete sentences to practice using them though normally we only
give short answers.

Names

What is your name?
My name is _______.

What is your surname / last name?
My surname / last name is _______.

Do you have a nickname?
Yes, my nickname is _______ or No, I don't.

Work & Occupation

What do you do?
I am a _______.

Where do you work?
I work at _______.

Do you like your job?
Yes, I do. or No, I don't.

Why do you like your job?
I like my job because _______.

Marital Status

Are you married / single?
Yes, I am. or No I'm not.

Do you have a boyfriend / girlfriend?
Yes, I do. or No, I don't.

What is your partner's name?
My partner's name is _______.

Family

Do you have any children?
Yes, I have _______ children. or No, I don't
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What are their names?
Their names are _______.

How many brothers and sister do you have?
I have _______ brothers and _______ sisters.

Age

How old are you?
I am _______ years old.

When is your birthday?
My birthday is on the _______ of _______.

Where were you born?
I was born in _______.

Contact Information

Where are you from?
I am from _______.

What is your address?
My address is _______.

What is your phone number?
My phone number is _______.

What is your cell phone number?
My cell phone number is _______.

Do you live with your parents?
Yes, I do. or No, I don't.

Do you live alone?
Yes, I do. or No, I don't.

Who do you live with?
I live with my _______.

Do you live in a house or an apartment?
I live in a/an _______.

What is your e-mail address?
My e-mail address is _______.

Free time activities

What do you do in your free time?
In my free time I _______.

What are your hobbies?
My hobbies are _______.

What type of music do you like?
I like _______ music.

Do you have a favourite singer or group?



My favourite singer / group is _______.

What types of movies do you like?
I like _______ movies.

Do you like to read?
Yes, I do. or No, I don't.

What do you like to read?
I like to read _______.

Habits

Do you have any bad habits?
Yes, one of my bad habits is _______.

Do you snore?
Yes, I do. or No, I don't.

Do you smoke?
Yes, I do. or No, I don't.

How many cigarettes do you smoke a day?
I smoke _______ cigarettes a day.

Other Personal Information

What is your favourite food?
My favourite food is _______.

Is there any food that you do not like?
Yes, I don't like _______. or I like all food.

What is your favourite colour?
My favourite colour is _______.

Why do you want to learn English?
I want to learn English because _______.

What languages do you speak?
I speak _______.

Do you have any pets?
Yes, I do. or No, I don't.

What pets do you have?
I have _______.

What are their names?
Their names are _______.

Which sports do you like?
The sport I like is _______.

Do you have a favourite team?
My favourite team is _______.



What is something you do well?
I am good at _______.

What is something you do not do well?
I am bad at _______.

Are you romantic?
_______ romantic.

Do you have any tattoos?
Yes, I do. or No, I don't.

Describe yourself using only two words.
I am _______ and _______.

What makes you happy?
I am happy when _______.

Are you a good cook/singer/driver?
Yes, I do. or No, I don't.
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English Vocabulary

Parts of the Body

The Face

eye, nose, mouth, ear, cheek, chin, nostril, eyebrow, eyelid, eyelash, lips.

Mouth - you use your mouth to talk, to eat and to breathe.

Nose - You can smell things with your nose. You can also breathe through your nose.

Nostrils - these are the two holes in your nose

The Arm and Hand

finger, palm, wrist, forearm, elbow, upper arm, shoulder, thumb

The Hand and Fingers

See the photo on the right

1. hand

2. thumb

3. index finger

4. middle finger

5. ring finger

6. little finger

7. nail

8. knuckle

The Leg and Foot

knee, leg, shin, calf (muscle), ankle, heel, foot, toe

ankle - the joint between your leg and your foot.

Internal Parts of the Body

heart - your heart pumps your blood around your body.

lungs - when you breathe, the air goes into your lungs.

http://www.vocabulary.cl
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Basic/Body_Parts.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Games.htm


veins - these transport blood through your body. They are like little tubes.

brain - this is your 'thinking machine' inside your head.

throat - food goes down this to get to your stomach.

liver - the organ that cleans your blood.

stomach - your food goes here when you swallow it.

kidneys - the organs that process all your body waste.

skeleton - all of the bones in your body.

ribs - these are the bones that protect the organs in your chest.

bones - your skeleton consists of many bones. There are about 206 in your body.

skin - it covers almost the entire body and helps keep all the organs and muscles in place.

Other Parts of the Body

Here is a list of some other parts of the body that have not been included above. We will take some more photos
of these when we find some more volunteers.

head - face - hair - tongue - tooth - back - waist - chest - hip - thigh - muscles

neck - this connects your head with your shoulders and the rest of your body.

tongue - the muscle at the bottom of your mouth that tastes things and helps you pronounce words

wrinkles - the lines in your skin caused by age. Old people have a lot of wrinkles.
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Physical Descriptions

English Vocabulary

The language for physical descriptions in English is quite specific depending on the physical characteristic you are
describing.

When giving physical descriptions, the two most common verbs to use are BE and HAVE, however, they are quite
specific.

We use BE for: height, weight, skin colour.

We use HAVE for: hair (length), hair (style), hair (colour) and facial features.

Height
Short - Medium height - Tall

Weight
Skinny - Thin - Slim - Medium weight - chubby - fat - overweight - obese

Skin Colour
Fair-skinned - Tanned - Dark-skinned

Hair (Length)
Short - Medium length - Long

Hair (Style)
Straight - Wavy - Curly

Facial Features
Beard - Black Eye - Moustache - Pimples

Other Features
Mole - Scar - Wart - Wrinkles

Examples:

Chris is medium height.

Tanya has blonde hair.

Albert is overweight.

Donna has curly hair and is tanned.

Patrick has a long beard and he also has a black eye right now.

Tony is tall and has medium length hair.

If you want to combine hair characteristics together in the same sentence, then the structure is:

Length + Style + Colour + Hair

Michael has short curly black hair.

Mary has long wavy brown hair.
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English Vocabulary

Places in a City
airport - the place you go when you want to travel by plane to another city.

bakery - you can buy fresh bread and cakes here.

bank - you deposit or withdraw/take out your money here. You can cash a cheque.

bookstore - a place where you can buy books and magazines.

bus station - the place you go when you want to travel by bus to another city.

butcher's - they sell fresh meat.

café - you can buy a cup of coffee and cakes or sandwiches.

church - a religious place of worship

court - the place where they have trials and law cases. A judge works here

craft market - a place that sells typical products (normally hand-made) of a region/country.

department store - a large store that sells clothes, household appliances etc. in sections.

cinema/movies - you can see the latest movies here. Many people eat popcorn while they're here.

fire station - the building where firemen keep their equipment including the fire-engine

gas / petrol station - the place you go to put petrol (gas) in your car.

gym - you can do exercises, weight training and keep fit here.

hairdresser's - you go here when you want to cut your hair.

hospital - you go here when you need an operation or someone is going to have a baby.

hotel - where you sleep when you visit another city.

gallery - you can see paintings and other works of art.

jail / prison - criminals are sent here by a judge for a number of days or years.

laundromat / launderette - a place where you can wash your clothes in coin-operated machines.

library - a place where you can read and borrow books.

museum - you can see many old objects (and sometimes paintings)

pharmacy/drugstore - you can buy medicine and (legal) drugs.

police station - you are taken here when you break the law and are arrested

pub - a place where you can buy a beer or other types alcoholic drinks

park - An area of public land in a city that contains an area of grass where you can rest, play or walk your dog.
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Sometimes children can play on swings, a slide or a climbing frame here.

restaurant - you go here when you don't want to cook at home. They prepare meals for you.

school - a place where children learn. You normally start school at the age of 5.

square - an open area within a city in the shape of a square. It is usually the heart of the city.

supermarket - a large store that sells food, drinks and household items

video store - you rent a movie or a DVD for a couple of days from this place.

zoo - a place where you can see many types of animals in cages.
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Professions & Occupations

English Vocabulary

Below we have a list of different Professions and an explanation of what each person does in that profession.

Accountant - a person that works with the money and accounts of a company.

Actor /Actress - a person that acts in a play or a movie

Architect - a person that designs building and houses.

Astronomer - a person who studies the stars and the universe

Author - They write books or novels.

Baker - They make bread and cakes and normally work in a bakery.

Bricklayer - a person that helps to build houses using bricks.

Bus driver - a person that drives buses.

Butcher - a person that works with meat. They cut the meat and sell it in their shop.

Carpenter - a person that makes things from wood including houses and furniture.

Chef/Cook - a person that prepared food for others, often in a restaurant or café.

Cleaner - a person that cleans/tidies an area or place (such as in an office)

Dentist - a person that can fix problems you have with your teeth.

Designer - a person who has the job of designing things.

Doctor - a person you go to see when you are ill or have some type of health problem.

Dustman/Refuse collector - a person that collects trash/rubbish from bins in the street.

Electrician - a person that works with electric circuits.

Engineer - a person who develops solutions to technical problems. They sometimes design, build, or maintain
engines, machines, structures or public works.

Factory worker - a person that works in a factory.

Farmer - a person that works on a farm, usually with animals.

Fireman/Fire fighter - a person that puts out fires.

Fisherman - a person that catches fish

Florist - a person that works with flowers.

Gardener - a person that keeps gardens clean and tidy. They take care of the plants in the garden.

Hairdresser - they cut your hair or give it a new style.
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Journalist - a person that makes new reports in writing or through television.

Judge - a qualified person that decides cases in a law court.

Lawyer - a person that defends people in court and gives legal advice.

Lecturer - a person that gives lectures, usually in a university.

Librarian - a person that works in a library.

Lifeguard - a person that saves lives where people swim (at a beach or swimming pool).

Mechanic - a person that repairs machines, especially car motors.

Model - a (usually attractive) person that works in fashion, modeling clothes and accessories.

Newsreader - a person that reads the news, normally on television.

Nurse - a person trained to help a doctor look after the sick or injured.

Optician - a person that checks your eyes and try and correct any problems with your sight.

Painter - a person that paints pictures or the interior and exterior of buildings.

Pharmacist - a qualified person that works with and dispenses medicine.

Photographer - a person that takes photos.

Pilot - a person who flies a plane.

Plumber - a person that repairs your water systems or pipes.

Politician - a person who works in politics.

Policeman/Policewoman - a member of the police force. They (try and) prevent crime.

Postman - a person that delivers mail to your house.

Real estate agent - a person that makes money from selling land for development.

Receptionist - a person that is at the reception (entrance) of a company.

Scientist - a person that works in the science industry. They do many experiments.

Secretary - a person employed in an office who types letters, keeps records etc.

Shop assistant - a person that works in a shop or store selling products.

Soldier - a person who works for the army.

Tailor - a person that makes clothes for others, many times producing exclusive items of clothing.

Taxi driver - a person who drives a taxi.

Teacher - a person that passes knowledge to students, usually at school.

Translator - a person that translates from one language to another.

Traffic warden - a person that patrols areas to check that people do not park in the wrong place.

Travel agent - a person that organises and sells holidays and flights for others.



Veterinary doctor (Vet) - a qualified person that looks after sick animals.

Waiter/Waitress - a person that works in a food outlet, looking after customers and serving food.

Window cleaner - a person that cleans windows, normally the windows of big buildings.
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See Look Watch Hear Listen

English Vocabulary

The use of the verbs See, Look, Watch, Hear and Listen is very specific in most cases and are not normally
interchangeable as is the case in other languages. It is therefore important to understand the basis of the use of
each of these verbs.

See vs. Look vs. Watch

See is a verb of perception, it is a sense. It is automatic and doesn't require a decision to use this sense. It is
associated with things that we can't avoid.

Look and Watch are action verbs that require a decision for you to use them. They never happen automatically.

Look is used to suggest a direction for your eyes. Usually we use this verb when the things we look at doesn't
move. 

Look - camera, prices, mirror, sky.

Look at this picture.

I like to look at the stars at night.

Watch is when we talk about concentrating on something, like a movie or sports. Using watch suggests there is
a movement involved, so you can use that for TV or movies.

Watch - a movie, a TV program, a football match.

I like to sit on the verandah and watch people walk by.

I watch Friends everyday on TV.

Hear vs. Listen

Hear is another of our senses and so accordingly it is automatic. It does not require a conscious decision.

Hear - a noise, a voice, an explosion.

You could hear the explosion from the next suburb.

Do you hear voices in the night?

Listen is an action verb and you need to make a decision to do it. You can choose if you listen to something or
not. For example you can hear somebody talking but you need to listen to them to understand what they are
saying.

Listen - music, a speech.

I can't listen to anything else you want to say. I'm so tired.

I didn't want to listen to the President's speech but I didn't have a choice.

http://www.vocabulary.cl
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists/See_Look_Watch_Hear_Listen.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Games.htm


Examples of each verb

I can see the mountains in the distance.

Can you see the whiteboard from your seat? 

Look at the map to find where we are.

Don't look at him for the answer - I asked you!

I love to watch Grey's Anatomy on Monday night.

My husband watches the replays of the football on the weekend.

I can't hear you. Could you speak louder please?

Did you hear the thunder last night?

You should always listen to your mother's advice.

Can we listen to some different music? I'm sick of Luis Miguel!

It is also important to remember that the verb LISTEN is always followed by TO. Review the examples above and
you will see this principle.
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English Vocabulary

Telephone Numbers
We normally give telephones by saying each individual number in it:

Our phone number is two six three, three eight four seven. (263-3847)

When there is a zero (0) in our telephone number, we often say O like the name of the letter O.

e.g. 505-1023 = five-O-five, one-O-two-three.

If a phone number contains two of the same numbers together, we usually say double (number).

If a phone number contains three of the same numbers together, we usually say triple (number)

e.g. (212-8555) two one two, eight triple five.

The above rules for telephone numbers also apply to fax numbers.

To ask for someone's telephone number we say:

What's your phone number? It's 555-2565.

What is Woodward's phone number? It's 2789-0135.

We don't normally say: What's your telephone number? (Though it IS grammatically correct)

When you reply, you can give just your telephone number OR say: It's + (your phone number).

See our vocabulary notes about numbers in English.

If you found this English Vocabulary about Telephone Numbers interesting or useful, let others know about it: 
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English Vocabulary

Telling the Time

There are two common ways of telling the time.

1) Say the hour first and then the minutes. (Hour + Minutes)
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6:25 - It's six twenty-five

8:05 - It's eight O-five (the O is said like the letter O)

9:11 - It's nine eleven

2:34 - It's two thirty-four

2) Say the minutes first and then the hour.  (Minutes + PAST / TO + Hour)

For minutes 1-30 we use PAST after the minutes.

For minutes 31-59 we use TO after the minutes.

2:35 - It's twenty-five to three

11:20 - It's twenty past eleven

4:18 - It's eighteen past four

8:51 - It's nine to nine

2:59 - It's one to three

When it is 15 minutes past  the hour we normally say: (a) quarter past

7:15 - It's (a) quarter past seven

When it is 15 minutes before  the hour we normally say: a quarter to

12:45 - It's (a) quarter to one

When it is 30 minutes past  the hour we normally say: half past

3:30 - It's half past three (but we can also say three-thirty)

O'clock

We use o'clock when there are NO minutes.

10:00 - It's ten o'clock

5:00 - It's five o'clock

1:00 - It's one o'clock

Sometimes it is written as 9 o'clock (the number + o'clock)

12:00

For 12:00 there are four expressions in English.

twelve o'clock 

midday = noon 

midnight

Telling the time video

Asking for the Time



The common question forms we use to ask for the time right now are:

What time is it?

What is the time?

A more polite way to ask for the time, especially from a stranger is:

Could you tell me the time please?

The common question forms we use to ask at what time a specific event will happen are:

What time...?

When...?

What time does the flight to New York leave?

When does the bus arrive from London?

When does the concert begin?

Giving the Time

We use It is or It's to respond to the questions that ask for the time right now.

It is half past five (5:30).

It's ten to twelve (11:50)

We use the structure AT + time when giving the time of a specific event.

The bus arrives at midday (12:00).

The flight leaves at a quarter to two (1:45).

The concert begins at ten o'clock. (10:00)

We can also use subject pronouns in these responses.

It arrives at midday (12:00).

It leaves at a quarter to two (1:45).

It begins at ten o'clock. (10:00)

AM vs. PM

We don't normally use the 24-hour clock in English.

We use a.m. (am) for the morning and p.m. (pm) for the afternoon and night.

3am = Three o'clock in the morning.

3pm = Three o'clock in the afternoon.
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The Temperature in English

The Temperature

English Vocabulary

The temperature is how hot or cold something is.
We use a thermometer to measure the temperature of something.
Temperature is usually measure in degrees.

The ° symbol after a number means degrees.
30° = thirty degrees

There are two main systems used for measuring temperature:
°F = degrees Fahrenheit (only used in United States)
°C = degrees Celsius (used in the rest of the world)

When talking about the temperature we normally use:
It + is/was/will be + adjective

It is chilly today.

It was warm yesterday.

It will be cold tomorrow.

Here is a chart showing temperature vocabulary:

http://www.vocabulary.cl
http://www.vocabulary.cl/english/temperature.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Games.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Games.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/StudentListsGames.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/useful-resources.htm
http://www.grammar.cl/


The temperatures given are only an approximation to give you an idea of when to use them.

28°C (or more) - Hot
15 to 28°C - Warm
10 to 15°C - Cool
5 to 10°C - Chilly
0 to 5°C - Cold
0°C (or less) - Freezing

Remember, what is hot in one country may only be considered warm in another. 
What may be chilly in one country may be freezing in another.

The following words refer to being MORE than hot and are used for temperatures over 30°C.

Boiling: very hot, often used in negative contexts
Humid: hot and damp. It makes you sweat a lot
Muggy: warm and damp in an unpleasant way
Scorching: very hot, often used in positive contexts
Stifling: hot and you can hardly breath
Sweltering: hot and uncomfortable

So what makes a day hot or cold? It depends on the weather…
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English Vocabulary

Vegetables
A vegetable is the edible part of a plant that is used in cooking or can be eaten raw. They are different from fruit in
that vegetables don't have seeds. Vegetables are often consumed as salads or cooked as part of a side dish or
main meal.

A person who does not eat meat is considered a Vegetarian because they often only eat vegetables (and fruit).

The informal word for vegetables is veggies.

Chart with Vegetables and their names in English
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List of Vegetables in English

[C] = Countable Noun - [U] = Uncountable Noun

artichoke [C]



asparagus [U]

aubergine [C] and [U] - (called eggplant in United States)

beet [C] - (called beetroot in British English)

beetroot [C] and [U] - (called beet in United States)

bell pepper * [C] - (Just called pepper in British English or with its color beforehand just as red pepper or
green pepper. In Australia and New Zealand it is known as capsicum)

broccoli [U] - (broccoli is an uncountable noun so there is no plural of broccoli)

Brussels sprout [C]

cabbage [C] and [U]

carrot [C]

cauliflower [C] and [U]

celery [U]

corn ** [U]

courgette * [C] - (called zucchini in United States)

cucumber * [C] and [U]

eggplant * [C] and [U] - (called aubergine in British English)

green bean * [C] - (sometimes called French bean in the UK)

green onion [C] - (called spring onion in the British English)

leek [C]

lettuce [C] and [U]

mushroom *** [C]

onion [C] and [U]

pea [C]

pepper [C] - (called bell pepper in British English. In Australia and New Zealand it is known as capsicum)

potato [C] and [U] - (the plural of potato is potatoes - potato is sometimes uncountable as in mashed
potato)

pumpkin * [C] and [U]

radish [C] - (the plural of radish is radishes)

spring onion [C] - (called green onion or scallion in United States)

squash * [C] and [U]

sweet potato [C] - (kumara in New Zealand)

tomato * [C] - (the plural of tomato is tomatoes)

zucchini * [C] - (called courgette in British English)

Are they Fruit or Vegetables?

* The following are Fruits in a botanical sense, though are commonly thought of as vegetables due to their
culinary uses:

avocado, cucumber, eggplant, green beans, peppers, pumpkin, squash, tomato, zucchini

** corn is a cereal grain and is also a type of fruit.



*** mushrooms – biologically a mushroom is not a plant so technically it isn't a vegetable. However most English
speakers would consider the mushroom as a vegetable because of its use in cooking.
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English Vocabulary

Wake Up vs. Get Up
Wake up and Get up have different meanings so they cannot be exchanged without a difference in meaning.

Wake up

Wake up = to stop sleeping and open your eyes.

When your alarm clock goes off in the morning you wake up because you are no longer sleeping.

You can wake up naturally (you body doesn't need to sleep any more) or something or someone can wake you
up such as an alarm clock or a friend (or dog) jumping on your bed.

Wake up is a phrasal verb so only the first part, the verb, changes according to the tense.

Example sentences of Wake up:

Why am I still tired when I wake up?

My alarm clock rang and I woke up immediately.

When she woke up, she no longer had a headache.

Let's have the surprise ready before he wakes up.

I hope she wakes up soon, we have to go.

To Wake (someone) up = To cause someone to stop sleeping.

The person that is being woken up (the object) is placed between the words Wake and Up. Often an object
pronoun is used instead of the noun (or name).

Example sentences of Wake (someone) up:

The sound of the baby crying woke me up.

A loud noise outside her bedroom window woke her up.

John woke his friend up by throwing a bucket of water on him.

A strong earthquake woke us up.

Get up

Get up = to get out of bed (usually to start your day).

Get up can also mean: To go from a lying position onto your feet.

Example sentences of Get up:

I first thing I do when I get up is go to the toilet.

This morning I got up earlier than normal.

I got up in the middle of the night to find myself another blanket because I was cold.

I wake up around 7 o'clock but I don't get up until around 8. I like to lie in bed reading before I start my
day.
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English Vocabulary

Beauty Salons
There are many things you can get done at a Beauty Salon.

We can have massages to relax us, facials to clean and purify the skin on our faces and even get our nails
painted. I love to get manicures where they make my fingernails look nice, but I don't like pedicures where they
try and make my toenails nice. It always tickles my feet when the woman paints my toes.

Sometimes there is a hairdresser at a beauty salon which is a person who works cutting hair. Many times they
are also called hairstylists because they also create different hairstyles which can be considered a type of art.

Before the hairdresser cuts your hair she normally washes it in the washbasin. First she uses shampoo to clean
the hair and then she uses conditioner to keep the hair from getting into tangles. Finally she rinses the hair with
water.

When it is cold outside you need to blow dry your hair with a blow dryer. You don't want to catch a cold walking
around with wet hair.

Women with straight hair who want curly hair use rollers everyday. Women who want their hair to always be curly
go to the beauty salon to get a perm. However, if they want to straighten their hair, they use a straightener.
Hairspray keeps all of your hair in place, so that it doesn't get messed up when you move.

When women want to change the colour of their hair they dye it, using fake chemical colours. Many times women
do not want to dye all of their hair and instead just do small pieces. When they make the hair a colour lighter than
their original colour they are called highlights, when the colour is darker they are called lowlights. If you don't
maintain the colour, your roots begin to grow and show your real colour.

When women go to fancy events they often have their hair styled. A bun or a French twist are examples of
common up-dos. In general when women do their own hair they normally only put it in a ponytail if it is long. Little
girls often braid their hair and put them into pigtails, or two smaller ponytails.

I need a hairdresser now because my hair is unhealthy because of all of the split ends.

The word barber today is used for men who cut hair for other men or sometimes to shave them.

Instead of shaving some women use hot wax and rip the hair out. It is very popular for women because the hairs
take longer to come back, but be careful, it can really hurt. The most frequent parts of the body that are waxed are
the legs and the armpits.

To keep your skin looking young and healthy you should use moisturiser with SPF every day to protect your skin
from the sun and to prevent wrinkles. Also, be sure to drink 8 glasses of water every day.

Cleopatra wore a lot of eyeliner around her eyes.
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Cooking Instructions

English Vocabulary

The following verbs frequently appear when reading the cooking instructions in recipes.

add: To put ingredients together; to put one ingredient with the others.

bake: To cook in an oven by using heat.

barbecue: To cook foods (primarily meat) on a grill by using fire or hot coals.

beat: To mix quickly and continually, commonly used with eggs.

boil: To heat water until little bubbles form.

break: To separate into smaller parts by force.

broil: To cook meat or vegetables on a rack with an extremely high temperature.

carve: To cut meat into slices.

chop: To cut into small pieces, generally used with vegetables.

combine: To put two or more things together.

cook: To prepare food by heating it, so the food is not raw.

crush: To cause to separate or flatten by extreme force, often used with garlic.

cut: To separate or divide by using a knife.

fry: To cook by putting the food into extremely hot oil.

grate: To divide into small parts by rubbing on a serrated surface, usually used with cheese.

grease: To coat with oil or butter.

grill: To cook by putting the food on a grill; similar to barbecue.

knead: To press and stretch dough, usually used with making bread.

mix: To combine two or more things using a spoon, spatula, or electric mixer.

measure: To obtain an exact quantity.

melt: to make something become liquid through heating.

microwave: To heat up food within a microwave oven.

mince: to grind food, normally meat, into small pieces. A machine is often used to do this.

open: To remove the top from a can or jar.

peel: To take the skin off of fruits or vegetables.

pour: To transfer liquid from one container to another.
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put: To place something in a particular position or location.

roast: To cook in the oven or over a fire.

sauté: To quickly fry food by placing it in hot oil in a frying pan.

scramble: To mix the white and yellow parts of eggs together while cooking them in a pan.

slice: To cut into thin, wide portions.

steam: To cook by placing the food above boiling water. Steam is the vapor that comes from hot water

stir: To mix liquid ingredients by moving a spoon around in a circular motion

stir fry: To cook small pieces of food by moving it quickly in hot oil

wash: To immerse food in water and make sure it becomes clean

weigh: To measure the weight (grams or pounds) or something
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Do vs. Make

English Vocabulary

Do and Make are two verbs which frequently confuse students. Here we will learn about the difference between
Do and Make and when to use each one.

When do you use DO?

DO is used as follows:

1. DO is used when talking about work, jobs or tasks . Note, they do not produce any physical object.

Have you done your homework?

I have guests visiting tonight so I should start doing the housework now.

I wouldn't like to do that job.

2. DO is used when we refer to activities in general without being specific. In these cases, we normally use
words like thing, something, nothing, anything, everything etc.

Hurry up! I've got things to do!

Don't just stand there – do something!

Is there anything I can do to help you?

3. We sometimes use DO to replace a verb when the meaning is clear  or obvious. This is more common in
informal spoken English:

Do I need to do my hair? (do = brush or comb)

Have you done the dishes yet? (done = washed)

I'll do the kitchen if you do the lawns (do = clean, do = mow)

Remember Do can also be as an auxiliary verb (for making questions in the present tense - Do you like
chocolate?) For more about Do used in this case, see our page about Do vs Does. Here we will be talking about
Do as a normal verb.

When do you use MAKE?

Make is for producing, constructing, creating or building something new.

It is also used to indicate the origin of a product or the materials that are used  to make something.

His wedding ring is made of gold.

The house was made of adobe.

Wine is made from grapes.

The watches were made in Switzerland

We also use Make for producing an action or reaction:

Onions make your eyes water.

You make me happy.
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It’s not my fault. My brother made me do it!

You make after certain nouns about plans and decisions :

make the arrangements,

make a choice

We use Make with nouns about speaking and certain sounds:

make a comment

make a noise

make a speech

We use Make with Food, Drink and Meals:

make a cake

make a cup of tea

make dinner

Compare Do and Make

A: You have to make a cake for Simon.

B: I’ll do it later.

Notice how in the response the verb DO is used. This is because the meaning is clear and to avoid saying “I’ll
make it later.” which could sound repetitive.

Do vs. Make Comparison Chart



Common Expressions with Do and Make

The following expressions are set collocations (combinations of words that frequently appear together) that you
need to learn:

Expressions with DO

The following words are normally used with Do:

a burp

a course

a crossword

a dance

a drawing



a fart

a favor / favour

a job

a painting

a project

a service

an assignment

anything

badly

business

chores

damage

everything

exercises

good

harm

laundry

nothing

research

right (the right thing)

something

the gardening

the housework

the ironing

the dishes

the rest

the shopping

the washing

well

work

wrong (the wrong thing)

your best

your hair

your homework

your job

your nails

your work



Expressions with MAKE

The following words are normally used with MAKE:

a bet

a cake

a call

a change

a choice

a comment

a complaint

a confession

a connection

a cup of coffee / tea

a date

a decision

a demand

a difference

a discovery

a face

a fool of yourself

a fortune

a friend

a fuss

a joke

a line

a list

a living

a loss

a mess

a mistake

a noise

a pass at someone

a plan

a point

a prediction

a profit

a promise

a reservation

a sandwich



a scene

a sound

a speech

a statement

a suggestion

advances

alterations

an appointment

an announcement

an attempt

an effort

an error

an escape

an exception

an excuse

an impression

an observation

an offer

amends

arrangements

breakfast

certain

clear

dinner

faces

famous

fun of someone

love

lunch

inquiries

peace

possible

progress

money

room

sales

sense

someone rich

someone smile



sure

trouble

war

your bed

your mind up

your way
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Feelings and Emotions

English Vocabulary

Every morning, Sam is so enthusiastic to begin his day that he jumps out of bed and begins to sing.

His mother became worried when she didn't hear from him for two days.

David is quite shy so he doesn't like talking to people he doesn't know.

A year after being fired from his job, Alan is still very bitter. He has a lot of resentment towards his former boss.

Even though I am accustomed to traveling for business, I still get homesick if I am away from my home for more
than a week.

Katie feels threatened every time her boyfriend talks to another girl. She thinks that every girl wants to steal him.

In the U.S., Thanksgiving is a holiday in which people give thanks for the blessings they have. Before the
Thanksgiving meal, family members will say what they are thankful for.

I am absolutely furious!! I cannot believe that my dog chewed my favorite shoes. Now they're ruined!

Cats are so curious that they often get into trouble. Once, my cat fell into the bath tub because she wanted to
know what was inside!

When Dave found out that the plumber charged him double the normal amount to fix his toilet, he felt cheated.

After his grandmother passed away, Ken was so grief-stricken he couldn't get out of bed.

When Emily has a lot of work to do and feels stressed, she becomes very tense and cannot relax.

Our friend Lily makes us feel left out when she has a party but doesn't invite us.

Even in hard times when I don't have a lot of money, I stay hopeful and believe that next month will be better.

My aunts enjoy inviting me to their romance book club. I always feel trapped because I don't want to hurt their
feelings by saying no, but I also don't want to go and listen to sixty-year old women talk about romance.

As a teenager, Alexandra liked to be rebellious and defy her parents. She used to sneak out of the house after
her parents fell asleep to go to parties.

When I see that puzzled look on your face, I know that you didn't understand my question.

Mr. and Mrs. Porter are very cautious about answering their door. If they are not expecting a visitor, they won't
open the door.

Wow! I'm really impressed that Ashley can speak 7 languages, whereas I only speak one!

Ugh! I don't have anything to do. I'm so bored!!

It's difficult to not become discouraged while looking for a job, especially when you hand out your resume to
employers and no one calls you.

After Kylie had her heart broken by her ex-boyfriend, she felt so down and blue. I tried to cheer her up, but she
just wants to be sad for awhile.
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In many countries, American-style business tactics are perceived as too aggressive. American businessmen
don't want to waste time talking about anything that doesn't pertain to business. In Asia, for example, a slower,
more personal approach to doing business is preferred.

Affectionate children always want to be held in their parents' arms and receive lots of hugs and kisses.

He felt invincible and was sure that nobody would beat him.

When I found out that Santa Claus wasn't real, I was so disappointed that all of the presents really came from
my parents and not the North Pole.

Craig felt uncertain as to whether he should accept the attractive job offer or keep his current, less glamorous
job. He just wasn't sure what to do.

Grandpa was very proud of me when I got a promotion at work. He took me out to dinner to celebrate.

When Eve handed Adam a shiny, red apple, he felt tempted to taste the delicious-looking fruit.

Kelly is so indecisive that she couldn't make a decision if her life depended on it!

I'm a little doubtful about whether to get married or not.

The cowardly dog refused to leave his hiding spot underneath the bed to help his owner investigate the strange
sound outside.

We are delighted that you will be coming to visit us. It will be so nice to have you here.

The actors were humiliated by the newspaper critic's review of their new movie. The respected critic said the film
was as pleasant as week-old garbage rotting in the sun.

After waiting in line for an hour at the bank, the woman grew impatient and left.

Ebenezer Scrooge was a stingy old miser who never shared his wealth with anyone.

The stubborn employee refused to accept that he made a mistake. He kept insisting that he wasn't wrong.

Patrick felt quite awkward going to his ex-girlfriend's wedding. He thought maybe shouldn't go since it could be
uncomfortable to see her again.

My mother came home exhausted after working a 12-hour shift at the hospital. She went straight to bed.

Carrie didn't feel satisfied with the report she wrote. It needed to be perfect to present it to her boss, and it was
still missing quite a few details.

Her husband is so moody that she never knows if he will be happy or angry when she gets home from work.

I am anxious to hear back about the job interview I had on Friday. I hope I get the job!

After his wife left him, he was so miserable that he stopped shaving, gained 20 kilos, and didn't leave the house
for weeks at a time.

It's said that children without siblings grow up to be selfish adults because they never learn to share with others.

They were shocked to learn that their beloved neighbor, Miss Ann, had stolen their car. She was such a sweet,
90-year old lady.

Jamie was in a bar with his friends one night when he saw a beautiful girl. He felt confident that night so he went
to go talk to her. Unfortunately, he returned to his friends within minutes feeling rejected after she refused to talk
to him. Poor Jamie.



Walking to the bank to deposit money makes me very uneasy. I'm always scared someone is going to rob me.

Nothing makes me more upset than when I fail my exams. I feel depressed the rest of the day.

Many times, co-workers feel burdened with the task of covering the mistakes of their irresponsible colleagues.

In case of an emergency, stay calm and move toward the exits.

Once, I got a horrible haircut that left me looking I got electrocuted. For months, I felt self-conscious about going
outside my house. I swear everyone was laughing at me.

I don't feel energetic right now, if fact I feel quite lazy and I don't want to do anything.

Maggie is a fearless friend of mine. She will try anything once, no matter how dangerous the activity is.

Although the storm destroyed many of the buildings along the shore, we feel fortunate that our house didn't
suffer any damage.

I'm concerned about Gregory. He has been very withdrawn from the rest of the world ever since he lost his job.

Allison broke up with her boyfriend because of his jealous behavior. He never let her talk to other men and
always screened her calls.
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Halloween

English Vocabulary

Halloween (All Hallows Eve) is a holiday celebrated on the night of October 31st. Traditional activities include
trick-or-treating, Halloween festivals, bonfires, costume parties, visiting "haunted houses", and watching
scary movies.

Halloween originated from a Pagan festival celebrated among the Celts of Ireland and Great Britain to indicate the
end of the harvest season. The festival was a time used by the Gaelic culture to take stock of their supplies and to
kill livestock in preparation for the long winter months. The Gaelic's believed that on October 31 the boundaries
between the living and the dead overlapped and that the dead would come back to life to cause problems like
sickness or to destroy the harvest.

Nowadays, the mention of Halloween is more associated children (and adults) getting dressed up in costumes.
While it has always been a popular holiday in United States, Ireland, Scotland and Canada, it is now celebrated in
many other countries around the world.

Color Associations

There are many colors and symbols that are associated with Halloween. Whilst black and orange are the
traditional colors of Halloween, other colors are also now popular. Some of the more popular ones are:

Black = death, night, witches, black cats, bats, vampires
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Orange = pumpkins, jack o'lanterns, Autumn,
the turning leaves, fire

Purple = night, the supernatural, mysticism

Green = goblins, monsters, zombies, aliens,
Frankenstein

White = ghosts, mummies, a full moon

Red = blood, fire, demons

Traditional Symbols of Halloween

The most traditional symbol of Halloween is the
pumpkin which is usually carved out and lit with a
candle and placed on the home's doorstep after
dark. This carved pumpkin is sometimes called a
Jack-o'-lantern. In Ireland and Scotland a turnip
was normally carved instead of a pumpkin.

Some things associated with Halloween are:

bats

black cats

crows

goblins

haunted houses

horror movies

owls

spiders

spider webs

Common Halloween costumes include:

devils - evil creatures

Frankenstein - made of different body parts

ghosts - translucent spirit

ghouls - similar to zombies

mummies - wrapped in bandages

skeletons - only bones

vampires - have fangs and like to drink blood

werewolves - turn into a wolf with a full moon

witches - have black hats and clothes

wizards - have magic wands

zombies - the walking dead

Trick or Treat

Trick or treat is the term used for children being dressed in costumes and going from house to house asking for
candy. The children usually knock on the neighbor's door and say:



"Trick or Treat. Trick or Treat. Give me something
good to eat!"

Trick is the supposed threat that something bad (or
mischievous) will happen to the person if they do not
receive a treat (a candy, sweets or something
similar). Of course kids normally don't do anything
bad. Parents often walk around the streets with their
kids to make sure nothing bad happens.

Common Halloween Superstitions

When it's time for Halloween celebration, it is then
that the people tend to become more superstitious.
There are many superstitions and myths about
Halloween and most of the people have a strong
belief in them:

- Going in for dumb supper, meaning that nobody will
talk while having supper, encourages the spirits of
the dead to come to the table.

- It is believed that if an unmarried girl keeps a
rosemary herb and a silver sixpence (coin) under her
pillow on Halloween night, it is quite likely that on that
very night, she would dream of her future husband.

- It is said that if you hear someone's footsteps
behind you on Halloween night, you should not look
back because it may be a dead person following you. And if you commit the mistake of looking back, it is likely
that you might join the dead very soon.

- People believe that if on the Halloween night, a girl carrying a lamp  in her hand goes to a spring of water, she
will see the reflection of her life partner in the water.

- People have a superstition that if an unmarried girl carries a broken egg in a glass and takes it to a spring of
water, she will be able to catch the glimpse of not just her future husband, by mixing some spring water in the
glass, but also she can see the reflection of her future kids.

- There is the old saying that "black cats are bad luck". It was once believed that black cats were the devil, or
consumed by evil spirits.

- People used to believe that Satan was a nut-gatherer. Nuts were also used as magic charms on the day of
Halloween festival.

- If you put your clothes on inside out as well as outside walk  backwards on Halloween night. At midnight you will
see a witch in the sky flying on a broomstick. People used to believe witches were the devil, or that they were
consumed by evil.

- There is also an old saying "if the flame on your candle goes out on Halloween celebration"; it gives you the
meaning that you are with a ghost.

- If you ring a bell on Halloween it will frighten evil spirits away.

- Many people used to consider that owls would dive down to eat the souls of the dying on Halloween. They used



to think if you pulled your pockets out, and left them hanging, they'd be safe.

- It has been said if a bat flies into your house on Halloween, it is a sign that ghosts or spirits are very near, and
maybe they are in your home and let the bat in.

- People used to believe that if bats are out early on Halloween, and they fly around playfully, then good weather
is to come.

- If a bat flies around your house three times on Halloween, death is very soon to come.

- To ward off evil spirits on Halloween, you can bury all the animal bones in your front yard, or even put a picture
of an animal very close to your doorway.

- People used to believe you could walk around your house three times backward before sunset on Halloween,
and that would take care of all evil.

- It could be the spirit of a dead loved one watching you if you see a spider on Halloween.
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English Vocabulary

Hotels
When you arrive at a hotel, you must check-in at the reception or front desk. The check-in process can take
awhile since the receptionist has to find your reservation, request payment for the room, and then inform you
about the hotel's policies and procedures. You are also given a key to your room at this time.

Hotels often distinguish themselves by the services they offer. Fancy hotels often have a concierge or porter to
help you with a variety of tasks. They can help you get a taxi, make reservations at restaurants or plays for you,
and give you advice about the city. Often, this person is also in charge of the bellboys, who carry your luggage
or baggage up to the room for you.

In smaller and cheaper hotels, the job of concierge is done by the receptionist and a doorman, who opens the
hotel doors and car doors for you.

These are nice services, especially after you've been traveling, but they're not free. It is common courtesy to tip
the concierge and bellboys each time they help you.

Other features that are generally found in hotels are a lift or elevator to take you up to the floor your room is on; a
lounge area or lobby where you can wait if you arrive before the check-in time; and a safe where you can store
valuables.

In your room, there may be a single or double bed, depending on how many people are staying there. There may
even be two single beds, or twin beds. Also in the room are a desk, a dresser to store your clothes in, a
nightstand with a lamp beside the bed, a television with cable, heating and air conditioning.

If you're lucky, there may even be a mini-bar in your room. This is a small refrigerator that has tiny bottles of
alcohol, as well as snacks. But beware: these are not free. In fact, they typically cost two to three times as much
as they do in a grocery store. But many people pay the exuberant price for the convenience of not having to leave
the hotel.

Another convenience that hotels offer is room service. To order room service, you call down to the reception and
ask for a food item listed on the hotel's menu. The food is then brought to your room for you to enjoy. Remember,
this is another service that deserves a tip.

Many hotels also have restaurants attached where breakfast is served in the morning. A hotel breakfast can range
from a Continental buffet, which consists of you helping yourself to food that has been laid out for you and other
hotel guests. The Continental breakfast is not very elaborate and is often included in the price of the room.
However, you can also order prepared food from the restaurant's menu.

At the proper check-out time, which is often early, you must vacate the room so that the maids, or cleaning staff,
can clean the rooms and make the beds. If you don't leave on time, charges may apply and you will have to pay
extra money. Fortunately, you can ask for a wake-up call from the front desk so you won't sleep through check-
out

To get to your next destination, you can take an airport shuttle, which will take you directly to the airport. If a hotel
doesn't have its own shuttle, it can usually arrange for one to pick you up at the hotel.
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Hotel Dialogues

English Vocabulary

Below are some typical dialogues between a hotel receptionist at The Grand Woodward Hotel and a guest. Here
you will find typical conversations that deal with making reservations, checking in and also checking out.

Making Reservations

Receptionist: Good morning. Welcome to The Grand Woodward Hotel.
Client: Hi, good morning. I'd like to make a reservation for the third weekend in September. Do you have any
vacancies?
R: Yes sir, we have several rooms available for that particular weekend. And what is the exact date of your
arrival?
C: The 24th. 
R: How long will you be staying?
C: I'll be staying for two nights.
R: How many people is the reservation for?
C: There will be two of us.
R: And would you like a room with twin beds or a double bed? 
C: A double bed, please.
R: Great. And would you prefer to have a room with a view of the ocean?
C: If that type of room is available, I would love to have an ocean view. What's the rate for the room?
R: Your room is five hundred and ninety dollars per night. Now what name will the reservation be listed under?
C: Charles Hannighan.
R: Could you spell your last name for me, please?
C: Sure. H-A-N-N-I-G-H-A-N
R: And is there a phone number where you can be contacted?
C: Yes, my cell phone number is 555-26386.
R: Great. Now I'll need your credit card information to reserve the room for you. What type of card is it?
C: Visa. The number is 987654321.
R: And what is the name of the cardholder?
C: Charles H. Hannighan. 
R: Alright, Mr. Hannighan, your reservation has been made for the twenty-fourth of September for a room with a
double bed and view of the ocean. Check-in is at 2 o'clock. If you have any other questions, please do not
hesitate to call us. 
C: Great, thank you so much.
R: My pleasure. We'll see you in September, Mr. Hannighan. Have a nice day.

Checking-In

Hotel: Good afternoon. Welcome to the Grand Woodward Hotel. How may I help you?
Guest: I have a reservation for today. It's under the name of Hannighan.
Hotel: Can you please spell that for me, sir?
Guest: Sure. H-A-N-N-I-G-H-A-N.
Hotel: Yes, Mr. Hannighan, we've reserved a double room for you with a view of the ocean for two nights. Is that
correct?
Guest: Yes, it is.
Hotel: Excellent. We already have your credit card information on file. If you'll just sign the receipt along the
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bottom, please.
Guest: Whoa! Five hundred and ninety dollars a night! 
Hotel: Yes, sir. We are a five star hotel after all.
Guest: Well, fine. I'm here on business anyway, so at least I'm staying on the company's dime. What's included in
this cost anyway?
Hotel: A full Continental buffet every morning, free airport shuttle service, and use of the hotel's safe are all
included. 
Guest: So what's not included in the price?
Hotel: Well, you will find a mini-bar in your room. Use of it will be charged to your account. Also, the hotel
provides room service, at an additional charge of course.
Guest: Hmm. Ok, so what room am I in?
Hotel: Room 487. Here is your key. To get to your room, take the elevator on the right up to the fourth floor. Turn
left once you exit the elevator and your room will be on the left hand side. A bellboy will bring your bags up shortly.
Guest: Great. Thanks.
Hotel: Should you have any questions or requests, please dial 'O' from your room. Also, there is internet available
in the lobby 24 hours a day.
Guest: Ok, and what time is check-out?
Hotel: At midday, sir.
Guest: Ok, thanks.
Hotel: My pleasure, sir. Have a wonderful stay at the Grand Woodward Hotel.

Check-out / Getting to the airport

Hotel: Did you enjoy your stay with us?
Guest: Yes, very much so. However, I now need to get to the airport. I have a flight that leaves in about two hours,
so what is the quickest way to get there?
Hotel: We do have a free airport shuttle service. 
Guest: That sounds great, but will it get me to the airport on time?
Hotel: Yes, it should. The next shuttle leaves in 15 minutes, and it takes approximately 25 minutes to get to the
airport.
Guest: Fantastic. I'll just wait in the lounge area. Will you please let me know when it will be leaving?
Hotel: Of course, sir. Oh, before you go would you be able to settle the mini-bar bill?
Guest: Oh yes certainly. How much will that be?
Hotel: Let's see. The bill comes to $37.50. How would you like to pay for that?
Guest: I'll pay with my Visa thanks, but I'll need a receipt so I can charge it to my company.
Hotel: Absolutely. Here we are sir. If you like you can leave your bags with the porter and he can load them onto
the shuttle for you when it arrives.
Guest: That would be great thank you.
Hotel: Would you like to sign the hotel guestbook too while you wait?
Guest: Sure, I had a really good stay here and I'll tell other people to come here.
Hotel: That's good to hear. Thank you again for staying at The Grand Woodward Hotel.
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English Vocabulary

The Kitchen
We can put all of our dirty dishes in the dishwasher and it cleans everything for us. Unfortunately the machine is
broken for now so we have to clean everything in the kitchen sink by hand with dishwashing liquid and a dish
cloth. After dishes have been washed, we place them in the dish rack so that the water drains off them. We then
use a small tea towel which we keep near the sink for drying the dishes once they have been washed.

We have a small kitchen so we hang all of our pots and pans from a pot rack. Below that on the wall we keep a
small spice rack stocked with cumin, curry powder, and dried red pepper, some of my favourite ingredients to use
when I cook.

I use a wooden spatula to stir the pasta sauce while it is heating up in the pot. A saucepan is another way to say
pot, and it is a good for making sauces or boiling vegetables.

When I want to make scrambled eggs on toast for breakfast, I first use an eggbeater to mix the eggs together
before cooking them in a frying pan. I then use a toaster for the bread.

For Christmas my grandmother uses a large roasting pan to cook the turkey for the whole family.

We put our milk and drinks in the refrigerator to keep them cool. We keep our ice-cream in the freezer so that it
doesn't melt. Food that doesn't need refrigeration can be stored in the cupboard.

In many countries it is common to have two different faucets at one sink, one for cold water and one for hot water.
In the United States there is normally only one faucet at the sink. In many countries outside of United States,
faucets are called taps.

You can find beautiful chopping boards made of wood at the artisan fairs in the South of Chile. We use our
chopping board to cut meat and dice tomatoes so that we don't damage the kitchen bench.

Rather than throw leftover scraps of food in the trash can I throw them in the garbage disposal which is under the
sink.

I hate instant coffee. I only like coffee made in a real coffee maker with ground coffee beans. I use a small
teaspoon to add the coffee and sugar to my cup, then I add water and some milk and stir the contents with the
same teaspoon. I don't have a kettle or an electric jug to boil the water so I put a cup of water in the microwave
to heat it up.

Good chefs say that food tastes better when cooked on a gas stove, rather than an electric one. Though they are
both better than using a microwave oven.

I am still learning to how to cook. I use a cookbook to explain all of the directions needed to make something.
Some of the recipes are difficult and require tools, for example a food processor. A food processor is a machine
that cuts food into small pieces of very quickly. Mike bought a blender to make fruit smoothies for breakfast, but he
uses it mainly for margaritas at night.

Measuring spoons and measuring cups are very helpful when you are baking. You need to be precise with the
ratios of each ingredient when you bake and these help you a lot. If you are baking a cake it helps if you cover the
cake tin in cooking spray or butter before pouring in the cake mix. This way after the cake is baked and cooled it
will come out of the cake tin easily. Be careful when taking a baking tray out of the oven. Be sure to use an oven
mitt or oven gloves so that you don't burn your hands. To make sure you don't get food all over you clothes while
cooking you should wear an apron.
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When making Italian food it helps to have special tools like a sieve to drain the water from the pasta or a garlic
press so that you do not have to chop the garlic with a knife. When making a pizza it helps to have a rolling pin to
flatten the dough to make a thin pizza base.

If you are making Asian food you normally cook the meat and vegetables in a wok instead of a normal pan. Many
people also eat Asian food with chopsticks which are two long think pieces of wood used for eating. They can
sometimes be difficult to use if you are not used to them so you may want to use regular silverware, including
forks, knives, and spoons.

Be careful when you use the can opener, it leaves sharp edges and you can cut your hand on the rim of the can.

When serving soup use a ladle, or a big spoon, so that you don't spill the soup as you put it in the bowl.

A peeler is a tool that helps take the skin or peel off of a fruit or vegetable.
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Office Equipment

English Vocabulary

1. Tape (dispenser)

2. Paper clip holder

3. Ruler

4. Paper clips

5. Pushpins

6. Bulldog clip

7. Scissors

8. Correction Fluid (white-out)

9. Pencil sharpener

10. Calculator

11. Stapler

12. Staples

13. Pen

14. Pencil

15. Eraser (= rubber)

16. Highlighter

17. Hole-punch

18. Rubber bands (elastic bands)
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A paper clip is a small piece of wire that holds pieces of paper together. A bulldog clip is bigger and works better
when you have to keep large amounts of paper together.

Some people have paper clip holders that are small transparent boxes with a magnet rim with an opening at the
top on them. This was if you drop all the paperclips it is easy to pick them back up with the magnet.

A paper clip keeps papers together temporarily, but if you want to do it permanently you should use a stapler. In
fact a stapler works so well that to disconnect the papers you need another special tool called a stapler remover.

When you need to cut paper or other objects you should use scissors. They safely cut paper and are easy to use.

A calculator is a small electronic device that helps you to solve math problems.

Business cards are small pieces of card with your name and contact information written on them. You carry the
cards around so that you can give them to different people, especially at meetings.

A calendar has all the days of the month in it so that you know what day it is today. Many people keep desk
calendars on the top of their desk so that they can always see their schedule and so that they won't forget
different meetings and events. An organizer is a small book that you keep that allows you to keep task of
everything. Inside of it there is normally a calendar filled with your schedule, as well as other important
information that you need, including contact numbers for other people. It is also called an appointment book or
personal planner.

Rather than carry it with you or have it on the top of your desk some people prefer to have a wall planner hanging
beside the desk which shows all the days of year at a time.

When you make a mistake with a pen you need to use correction fluid or white out to cover the mistake. It is a
liquid that you can put on paper to cover a mistake and then you can write over it again. However if you are writing
with a pencil you can use a rubber or an eraser to make the mistake go away.

When reading through long documents or studying, it is a good idea to use a highlighter in order to put the
important facts in a bright colour.

Carbon paper is a type of blue paper that you put between two pieces of normal paper. When you write on the top
sheet of paper, it will make a copy of what you wrote on the bottom sheet of paper.

A clip board is a small piece of wood (or plastic) with a clip at the top so that you can attach the paper to it and
write while standing.

A desk lamp is a special lamp that sits on top of a desk and directs the light downward on to the paper you are
writing.

A computer is normally the most important tool in an office. Many people type all of their important information
into it. The monitor of the computer is the part that has a screen on it, like a television so that you can see all of
the information. Many monitors today are flat screen ones. A laptop is a type of portable computer that is smaller
and can be carried and used in different places. Now with new technology many people use WIFI to connect to the
internet without cords. They can take their laptops anywhere and work outside of the office. Before people had
computers they used to use electric typewriters, and before that they used normal typewriters.

Masking tape is normally a light brown coloured tape that is not very sticky and only holds things up for a short
time. Scotch tape is a clear adhesive and many times called Sellotape. Normally you keep the tape in a tape
dispenser, which keeps the end of the roll separated from the rest of it, this way you do not need to waste time
trying to pull the tape apart.

Glue is an adhesive that sticks two objects together. Be careful when you use it not to stick your fingers together.
Another name for glue is paste. A glue stick is when the glue is not in liquid form but is a soft solid. It is easier to
spread a glue stick than normal glue, and normally less messy.



The in tray is where you stack all the papers of the work you still have to do. Sometimes this pile of papers can
become very large. Once you finish with work you put it in the out box or out tray.

There are different ways to write a letter to someone. One way is to write on regular paper and put it inside of an
envelope. Nowadays most people use a computer and send an e-mail.

A file cabinet is a large piece of furniture designed specifically to hold stacks of paper. The papers are organized
into folders that hang inside the cabinet. The folders are often called files, or file folders thus giving the cabinet
its name.

Other important furniture in an office includes the desk where you write and have your computer. You may also
find a bookcase, where you keep all of your different reading material.

Some people do not have their own office, rather they share a large room and have cubicles. This is a work area
with small walls that don't reach the ceiling that separate the workers but do not close them off completely.

There is usually a whiteboard in an office where you can write notes or messages for all to see. It is sometimes
used to give presentations. The pens that you use for a whiteboard are called dry erase markers or marker pens
and you can erase the information you wrote with them once you have finished.

A fax machine takes a piece of paper, copies it and then sends the image over a phone line to another fax
machine in a different office. At the other end the image is copied onto another piece of paper for them to be read.

Unlike a fax machine a photocopier takes the image from the pieces of paper and copies it, but doesn't send it to
another place. Photocopiers are used to make many copies of the same paper. Making photocopies is normally a
job given to the newest person at work.

A printer allows for information from the computer to be printed onto a piece of paper.

A rubber band is a circular piece of rubber that stretches and holds things together, or closes a bag.

If you have a lot of mail you might want to use a letter opener, a type of knife that can open all of the envelopes
so that you don't get a paper-cut.

A legal pad is like a notebook, but the papers are connected at the top of the page instead of from the left side.
Normally the paper is yellow.

Important people often have a nameplate sitting on the front of their desk. It is often a very nice small sign that
has their name and title printed on it.

Many people have small pieces of yellow paper covering the wall of their office with small bit of information written
on them. These piece of paper are called post it notes and have a sticky part at one end of the paper.

Rather than have small papers all over the office some people prefer to keep their offices more organized, writing
down small notes in a notepad or a memo pad.

A notice board is where messages are left for the entire office to see, with different information shared by
everyone. A pushpin allows you to attach a piece of paper to a notice board.

A hole punch is used to create holes on the left side of a paper so that the papers can be organized inside of a
binder.

A desk tidy or organizer is a box or container without a lid that has several different compartments for different
items. This allows you to keep your pens, rubber bands, paper clips and other objects separate.

For official documents a rubber stamp is used to leave a mark on paper to prove that you give it your approval. A
stamp pad is the device that has ink for the rubber stamp.

Many people today do not have regular telephones in their homes or offices, instead they use only their cell



phones, because it can go anywhere with them..

When you are bored at work and don't want to be productive take a break and spin around in your swivel chair.
Also, try throwing balls of paper into the wastepaper basket or trash can.
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Expressing Opinions

English Vocabulary

Below are some phrases that you can use to help express opinions. Some
of these phrases are more appropriate for written English such as giving
your opinion in an essay whereas some can also be used in spoken
English.

Personal Point of View

We use these words and phrases to express a personal point of view:

In my experience…

As far as I'm concerned…

Speaking for myself…

In my opinion…

Personally, I think…

I'd say that…

I'd suggest that…

I'd like to point out that…

I believe that…

What I mean is…

General Point of View

We use these words and phrases to express a point of view that is generally thought by people:

It is thought that...

Some people say that...

It is considered...

It is generally accepted that...

Agreeing with an opinion

We use these words and phrases to agree with someone else's point of view:

Of course.

You're absolutely right.

Yes, I agree.

I think so too.
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That's a good point.

Exactly.

I don't think so either.

So do I.

I'd go along with that.

That's true.

Neither do I.

I agree with you entirely.

That's just what I was thinking.

I couldn't agree more.

Disagreeing with an opinion

We use these words and phrases to disagree with someone else's point of view:

That's different.

I don't agree with you.

However…

That's not entirely true.

On the contrary…

I'm sorry to disagree with you, but…

Yes, but don't you think…

That's not the same thing at all.

I'm afraid I have to disagree.

I'm not so sure about that.

I must take issue with you on that.

It's unjustifiable to say that...
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Personality Types

English Vocabulary

Everyone's different and there are many words to describe people - some nice and some not so nice! Here's
some vocabulary you can use:

Intelligent: Brainy, Genius, Clever, Bright, Know-it-all (noun), Gifted

Brian thought he was a genius after he completed the Sunday Crossword.

My friend at English class always gets every question correct - she's such a know-it-all.

Stupid: Thick, Crazy, Silly, Idiot (noun), Dumb

"Shut up you dumb idiot!" My teacher yelled when I got the question wrong.

Some people think that blonde women are a bit stupid.

Funny: Witty, Hilarious, Humorous, Amusing, Comical, Droll

When James gets drunk he thinks he's hilarious.

I watched 'The American Office' the other day - Steve Carrell is very amusing.

Dull: Dry, Tedious, Boring, Dreary, Unexciting, Uninteresting

I really like Bob, but, he's a bit dreary.

That man is the dullest and most tedious person I have ever met!

Confident: Outgoing, Extroverted, Sure, Certain

The salesman was very extroverted, and a little pushy.

Albert became a very sure and certain person after he won his Nobel prize.

Shy: Timid, Reserved, Introverted, Bashful, Inhibited, Withdrawn

After Albert had his Nobel Prize taken away for copying most of his research from Wikipedia, he became
very introverted.

Sheila's very shy - until she's drunk!

Friendly: Welcoming, Affable, Sociable, Pleasant, Extroverted, Gracious

The barman was very welcoming towards us, until I told him I don't drink.

Politicians like to come across as very gracious and pleasant people.

Unfriendly: Mean, Surly, Aloof, Distant, Cold, Frosty

My Dad was very cold towards my sister's new boyfriend.

I didn't like him at all. He came across as very aloof.

Hardworking: Diligent, Determined, Meticulous, Thorough

I like my new colleague; he's very hardworking and careful in his work.

http://www.vocabulary.cl
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists/Personality.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Games.htm


I hope that our new Health and Safety officer is diligent - three people have died here in the last month!

Lazy: Idle, Sluggish, Slothful, Indolent

"Fire him," my boss said, "he's too lazy."

I went into work the other day when I was very hungover. I was a bit sluggish.

Arrogant: Vain, Big-headed, Conceited, Egotistical, Proud, Overconfident

Apparently Victora Beckham is very conceited.

Colonel Gaddafi is a cruel and arrogant man.

Humble: Modest, Unassuming, Meek

After he lost his job twice he became very humble about his abilities.

I don't think I'm a modest person. In fact, I think I'm amazing.

Cheerful: Optimistic, Happy, Positive, Cheery, Jolly, Fun

Santa Claus is always so jolly. I wish I could always be that happy.

I like to be optimistic. My glass is always half full.

Moody: Pessimistic, Unhappy, Grumpy, Glum, Negative, Irritable

He went to bed late, so he's been really irritable all day.

I've been a bit glum, as I didn't get the job.

Honest: Truthful, Reliable, Sincere, Frank, Candid, Trustworthy

The man was very truthful. He gave me my wallet back when I fell over and dropped it in the bar.

She told me she would ring me back and she did. She's a very reliable person.

Deceitful: Unreliable, Lying, Dishonest, Devious, Untrustworthy

The devious crook conned me out of $100!

My ex-girlfriend is very deceitful. I would never trust her again.

How would you describe…

your mother-in-law?

your dream date?

your children?

your best friend?

your boss?

your teacher?
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English Vocabulary

Animal & Bird Sounds
The following is a list of animals, birds and some insects with the typical sounds that they make. Notice that they
are all verbs.

Sounds Animals Make

Dog - Bark

Cat - Meow

Cow - Moo

Horse - Neigh

Pig - Oink (Grunt)

Lion - Roar

Snake - Hiss

Donkey - Bray

Bear - Growl

Goat - Bleat

Frog - Croak

Elephant - Trumpet

Mouse - Squeak

Tiger - Growl

Bee - Buzz

Sounds Birds Make

Chicken - Chirp

Duck - Quack

Turkey - Gobble

Owl - Hoot

Eagle - Screech

Goose - Honk

Kookaburra - Laugh
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English Vocabulary

Sports
We use either the verb to play, to do or to go to refer to sports.

E.g. He plays football. She does gymnastics. We go snowboarding every winter.

PLAY + Sport

We use to play for the following sports:

Football - This name refers to different sports, depending on which country you are in. In the USA, (American)
football is a very strategic game that is played with an oval-shaped ball. It is called gridiron in other parts of the
world. In Australia, football refers to Australian Rules Football, which is a very fast paced game that is also
played with an oval-shaped ball and the players use both their hands and their feet. In New Zealand, football
may refer to the game of rugby, which involves an oval-shaped ball and fifteen players on each team. In the rest
of the world, football usually refers to what we call soccer in Australia, New Zealand and the USA.

Netball - is a fast and skillful game that is played on a court that is divided into sections. It is played with a round
ball that is approximately the same size as a soccer ball. The aim is to get as many goals as possible by
'shooting' the ball through the ring. A netball ring is similar to a basketball ring, but it does not have a backboard.

Cricket - is played on a grass oval with a pitch in the centre. It is played with a small, hard ball, a wooden bat and
wickets. The aim is to get more 'runs' that the other team. The game is divided into 'innings'. In the first innings,
one team bats and the other team bowls, and then they change sides for the next innings. The batting team has
two batsmen on the field and as they go 'out', other batsmen from their team take their place. The fielding team
team has a bowler, a wicket-keeper and fieldsman who try to prevent the batsmen from making runs and who try
to get the batsmen out. Cricket is the national sport of Australia and is the most popular sport during the summer.
One of the most famous Australians - Sir Donald Bradman - was a cricketer and regarded as the best cricketer
ever. They are the current world champions in both test match cricket (five day match) and one-day cricket.
Cricket is very popular in other Commonwealth countries like England, South Africa, India and New Zealand.

Baseball - is played on a 'diamond' with four bases - first, second, third and home. It is played with a rounded bat
and a small, hard ball. The fielding team wear a special padded glove with which to catch the ball. The aim is to
get as many home runs as possible by running around the diamond without getting 'out'. 

Basketball - is a very dynamic game where the players are often very tall and can jump very high! They use a
round, bouncy ball and the aim is to get as many points as possible by putting the ball through the ring. You get a
different number of points depending on how you get the ball through the ring.

DO + Sport

We use to do for the following sports:

Gymnastics - requires enormous strength and flexibility. Gymnasts may perform exercises or routines of
exercises on a slightly padded floor or on many other pieces of equipment, such as the vault, beam, high bar,
uneven bars, parallel bars, rings and pommel horse.
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Martial arts - There are many martial art forms that you can learn, such as Karate, Kung Fu, Tai Chi, Judo,
Kendo, Capoeira, Tae Kwon Do, Jujitsu, Aikido and many others. Martial arts usually have a very long and rich
history and some also have spiritual or religious significance. They require a lot of discipline and practice to
master them.

GO + Sport

We use to go for the following sports:

Swimming - There are many different swimming strokes that you can use to move your body through the water -
freestyle (also called the front crawl), dolphin crawl, breaststroke, butterfly, backstroke, sidestroke and dog-
paddle. When you swim, you can wear bathers (also called a swimsuit, swimmers or togs) or you can wear a
wetsuit if you are going surfing or scuba-diving. You can also use equipment to swim, such as fins (also called
flippers), a snorkel or an oxygen tank if you are going to stay underwater for a long time.

Snowboarding and snow-skiing - Many people love winter because they can go snowboarding and skiing at
the snow. In these sports, people attach skis or a snowboard to their feet and glide across the surface of the
snow.  There are many different types of skiing, including downhill skiing and cross-country skiing. Both skiers
and snowboarders can also learn freestyle skiing or snowboarding, where they use jumps to perform acrobatic-
style tricks.

Hang-gliding - This sport is for people who wish they could fly! In hang-gliding, people hold onto and 'hang' from
a set of manmade wings. The hang-glider then runs along the ground and jumps off the edge of a cliff and the
wings, like a kite, fly on the wind and carry the person along in the air. Without a motor, the glider cannot stay in
the air for very long, but he or she can keep the hang-glider flying for as long as possible before directing it safely
to the ground. 

Skydiving and parachuting - Many people love the excitement of jumping out of a plane and either free-falling
for a time before opening their parachute (skydiving) or opening their parachute immediately after jumping so that
they float more leisurely to the ground (parachuting). These sports are usually done in the open country where
there is a lot of space for people to land safely.

Horse-riding - You can ride a horse through countryside or along the beach to enjoy the scenery. You can ride
your horse at a walk, trot, canter or gallop. You can enter dressage and show-jumping competitions where you
display your horse-riding skills. The style of riding at these events is very disciplined and requires a lot of skilled
communication with the horse.



A list of sports in English

American football

Australian rules

archery

artistic gymnastics

athletics (track and field)



badminton

baseball

basketball

bowling

boxing

cricket

cycling

diving

fencing

football (soccer)

golf

handball

hockey

horse riding

ice hockey

judo

karate

kayaking

lacrosse

netball

polo

rhythmic gymnastics

rowing

rugby (union)

rugby league

running

sailing

softball

squash

surfing

swimming

table tennis

taekwondo

tennis

volleyball

waterpolo

weightlifting

wrestling
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English Vocabulary

Street vs. Road
In your town or city you may wonder why some streets are called streets and others are called roads. Historically
there was a difference between a street and a road which is still relevant today.

What is a street?

Street = a paved public road that only appears in a city or town, not in rural areas.

Usually there are shops/stores or houses along both sides of a street which facilitates public interaction.

Example sentences with Street:

The opened a store on Main Street.

It was 6pm and the streets were busy with people going home from work.

Make sure you look both ways when you cross the street.

After the guilty verdicy, there were riots on the streets.

What is a road?

Road = a route or way on land between two places that has been paved to allow travel by transport.

According to the OECD, a road is "a line of communication (travelled way) using a stabilized base other than rails
or air strips open to public traffic, primarily for the use of road motor vehicles running on their own wheels,"

Traditionally a road was a way to travel between two points, usually other towns or distant places. Over time, a
road that once connected two towns or villages that were close to each other is still called a road even though
now those two towns or villages became part of the same larger city. That is why roads are normally long and
important routes in a city.

Example sentences with Road:

Unfortunately there are many potholes on the road.

The farm is two miles south of the main road.

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I - I took the one less traveled by, and that has made all the difference.
(extract from The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost).

The difference between Street and Road

Nowadays you may hear people informally use the word road as a synonym of street. This is fine and people will
understand what you are talking about if you use either of the words. A street however normally has shops/stores
or houses along both sides of it which facilitates public interaction. A road may also have buildings on either side
though its main function is as a transportation route, a way of getting from one place to another, especially
between towns. Outside of the city they are called roads.

Road can also be used to talk about the actual construction (materials) of a road or street. When a street (or road)
is being repaired, it is called road works, not street works.

Make sure you look both ways when you cross the street. (Here you could also use road instead of street)
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Look at all of those potholes on the road.

I think I will be late to work because of all the road works on the way.

What is an avenue?

Avenue = a straight street (or road) with trees planted along both sides. Avenues are typically wider than streets,
sometimes having more lanes and therefore more traffic.

In some cities in the US that are based on a grid system, streets and avenues are the same with the difference
that streets run from west to east while avenues run north to south. Note that in other US cities this may be
reversed and the streets go north to south and the avenues from west to east. Thus in city centers (downtown),
you will almost never find two avenues that intersect.

Example sentences with Avenue:

It's on the corner of Patriot Street and Sixth Avenue.

The main avenue that runs through Santiago changes its name four times.

The spent the afternoon strolling along the tree-lined avenue.

The widest avenue in the world is in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Alleys, Boulevards, Lanes, and more

An alley is a narrow passageway between or behind buildings. Often there is only enough space for a one
vehicle in an alley or for none at all (just for pedestrians).

A boulevard is a wide tree-lined street, similar to an avenue though with a grass median strip (with trees and/or



grass).

A court is a short street that ends in a cul-de-sac.

A cul-de-sac is a street that is closed at one end. Sometimes the end of the street has a large round paved area
(from above it has the shape of an old light bulb) making it easier for vehicles to turn around and go back out.

A highway is a major public road, usually connecting towns and cities. In some countries UK, NZ etc, the word
motorway is used instead of highway.

A lane is a short narrow street usually without a sidewalk/footpath.

A path is not normally paved and is dedicated to pedestrians, not vehicles.

A pedestrian street is a street that has been closed to road vehicles. They are paved and you can only walk
along them.

Giving Directions

When giving directions, sometimes people leave out the Street part of a street name. For example:

Go along Churchill (Street) and once you get to Piccadilly (Street), turn right.
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The Universe and Space Exploration

English Vocabulary

An orbit is the path an object in space takes while it moves. Generally objects in space such as planets and
comets take elliptical orbits around larger objects, such as a star.

An asteroid is a combination of rocks and iron that is too small to form a planet. There are many asteroids that
orbit the sun between the orbits of Jupiter and Mars.

A comet is a small body of gas and ice orbiting around the solar system. We can see the tail of the comet
because it is the sun heating and melting the ice. The most famous comet is Halley's Comet which is visible from
Earth every 75-76 years. The last time it appears was in 1986 and will next appear in 2061.

A star is made up of clouds of gas and dust. Many people love to go outside at night and count the stars, but there
are so many that it is impossible for one person to count them all.

A constellation is a group of bright stars that form shapes or 'pictures' in the sky. The Southern Cross is a
constellation in the Southern hemisphere that points towards the South Pole. The Big Dipper is a constellation in
the Northern hemisphere that is in the shape of a ladle or a large spoon.

The sun is the star in the middle of our solar system. The eight planets in our solar system all orbit around the
sun. The closest planet to the sun is Mercury and then comes Venus. The planet that we live on is called Earth. It
is the third closest planet to the sun in our solar system. Mars is the fourth planet from the sun. It is a small red
planet, named after the roman god of war. Jupiter is the largest of all the planets in the solar system. The next
planet is Saturn which has thin rings around it. Uranus and Neptune are the next two planets after Saturn. Pluto
used to be considered a planet, but now is called a dwarf planet because it is so small. Its orbit is further away
from the sun than any of the other planets.

A solar eclipse is when the moon's orbit comes between the earth and the sun and it looks like the sun is blacked
out. We can only see the edge of the sun around the moon. A lunar eclipse is when the earth prevents sunlight
from reaching the moon.

Because the moon orbits the Earth and the Earth orbits the sun we can only see parts of the moon at a time. This
cycle happens every month. A new moon is when we can not see any of it. This shows the beginning of the cycle.
Half way through the month we can see the full moon. A full moon makes the sky bright at night because it
reflects the light of the sun.

The galaxy we live in is called the Milky Way. It is made up of billions of stars.

A telescope is an instrument which has reflective lenses that allows us to see the objects in the sky closer and
clearer. It magnifies objects that normally cannot be seen unaided. Some telescopes are very powerful and can
be used to see thousands of light years away. There are many large powerful telescopes in the north of Chile.

An astronaut is a person who leaves Earth and goes into space. Many of them work in the international space
station and do scientific experiments. Astronauts need to wear space suits because it is very cold in space and
they do not have oxygen to breath.

A spacecraft is any type of vehicle used for travelling in space. There are many different types of spacecrafts. A
space shuttle is a spacecraft used for repeated use in between earth and a space station and contains
astronauts.

A rocket is the type of plane that astronauts used to use to fly into space. Now they are used to leave satellites in
orbit around the Earth. It has a special cylindrical shape so that it can go very fast for a long distance.
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A space probe is a type of space craft that does not have a person inside. Space probes can be sent to far away
distances for long periods of time to gather information about different areas in space.

A lunar module is a small craft used for travelling between the moon and the larger space craft orbiting the moon.
When the first men walked on the moon they came out of the lunar module. The first man to walk on the moon said
"One small step for man, one giant leap for mankind."

Many people have said that they have seen unidentified flying objects, or UFOs but it is unclear what these
objects are and who or what is inside of them. Some people believe they contain aliens.
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English Vocabulary

United Kingdom vs. Great Britain
What is the difference between United Kingdom, Great Britain and the British Isles?

This is a common doubt some people have, especially if you are not from that part of the world.

Here is a simple explanation:

Great Britain

Great Britain refers to the island that consists of England, Scotland and Wales. It is the largest island in Europe
and the 9th largest in the world. It does not include the smaller islands that are near it.

United Kingdom

United Kingdom, commonly referred to as the UK, consists of England, Scotland and Wales (Britain) as well as
Northern Ireland. It also includes the many islands that are near Great Britain. Officially it is called the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Ireland

Ireland is an island that contains the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. The island is to the west of
Great Britain. You will notice that Northern Ireland is considered both a part of Ireland (the island, not the state)
as well as a part of the United Kingdom.

Crown Dependencies

These are three self-governing possessions of the Crown which include the Isle of Man (between Britain and
Ireland) Guernsey and Jersey (off the coast of France). Being independently administered jurisdictions, they are
not considered a part of the United Kingdom.

British Isles

This is the group of islands north-west of continental Europe and consists of Great Britain (England, Scotland
and Wales), Ireland (Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland) as the Crown dependencies (Isle of Man,
Guernsey and Jersey)

Summary Chart
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Valentine's Day

English Vocabulary

Valentine's Day is celebrated on February 14th each year. However, it is celebrated in different ways by different
people. For single people - those people without a boyfriend, girlfriend or partner - Valentine's day is often seen
as an opportunity to ask or invite someone special for a date. It could be a special girl or boy, woman or man, that
you have been interested in. They sometimes approach the other person and ask; 'Will you be my Valentine?' or
may even just send a card saying the same thing.

Things you can do on Valentine's Day

Many people go on special dates for Valentine's Day. The date could be a romantic, like a candlelit dinner (with
candles instead of electric light), where maybe you will cook the meal or it could be a visit to a nice restaurant
instead.

Some people have a picnic, where you take food and drink and a picnic blanket, and eat outdoors.

Other popular places for a first date include the cinema, walking in the park, looking at the stars together, and
maybe even a breakfast meal!

You could choose to ask your date to do something exciting, something interesting, or just something special with
you.
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Even for couples (people who are going out with or married to someone) which have been together for six
months, or sixty years, often make a point of going out together to do something special on Valentine's Day.

Valentine's Day should involve some romance. Romance is something that happens in the process of courtship,
which is a old-fashioned way of describing what a man or woman does in order to impress or make another
person fall in love with them.

Valentine Gifts

Boyfriends and Girlfriends often give a Valentine's Day card to each other, writing a poem or special note to
show their appreciation.

Common gifts or presents that are given include stuffed animals (teddy-bears) with cute slogans and love-
hearts on them. A love-heart is the red symbol of a heart. Sometimes you will see cupid on cards too. This is a
little angel that looks like a very young boy that makes people fall in love by shooting them with his arrows.

Roses are given by hundreds of thousands of people on Valentine's Day. Roses may be sent in secret - with a
card from the 'Secret Admirer', that is, the person who admires (likes) the recipient, but doesn't want to say who
they are.

You will find that some people buy a box of chocolates for their loved one.

If the person is lucky, they may even receive a ring which could led the giver to proposing marriage to the
person they love.

Valentine's Day Origins

There are a number of beliefs about the origins of Valentines Day. It seems to relate to some Roman traditions
and some catholic traditions. There is a story that it originated to celebrate the life of a priest who is now a saint,
who married people in secret, when young men were banned from getting married. Apparently the priest fell in
love while he was in jail, and he wrote her a Valentines Day letter, telling her of his love.

There are also the belief that Valentine's Day was originally a pagan celebration of fertility.

The oldest known valentine poem was written by the Duke of Orleans to his wife while he was in jail in 1415.

Whatever the case, and whatever your current situation, you can enjoy being a Valentine, in any romantic way you
choose!
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The Weather in English

The Weather

English Vocabulary

In English, we usually use it is when we talk about the weather.
This is normally: It is + adjective  OR It is + verb-ing

It is + adjective  = A description of the weather

It is sunny today.

It's hot and humid today.

It'sa nice day today.

We can also say:
It is a + adjective + day  (or morning/afternoon/night)

It's a fine day.

It's a windy afternoon.

It is + verb-ing = This type of weather is happening now.

It's drizzling outside.

It's snowing.

Take an umbrella, it's raining.

You can also use it is in different tenses

It was cold yesterday.

It will be cloudy tomorrow.

When you are learning vocabulary about the weather, it is important to remember that some of the words have a
noun form, a verb form and/or an adjective form. For example:

Rain: (noun) The game was cancelled because of the rain.

Rain: (verb) I think it is going to rain later.

Rainy: (adjective) It's a rainy day.

It pays to learn the different forms of each word and when they are used.

Nouns and Adjectives  
Many times when we are talking about the weather, we can add the letter Y to the end of a noun to make it an
adjective.

rain (noun) - rainy (adjective)

sun (noun) - sunny (adjective)

wind (noun) - windy (adjective)
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cloud (noun) - cloudy (adjective)

fog (noun) - foggy (adjective)

Questions about the weather

People commonly ask about the weather by saying:

What's it like out(side)?

How's the weather?

What's the weather like?

What's the temperature?

What's the weather forecast?

Vocabulary about the weather in English



We have divided this vocabulary into different categories to make it easier. We have:
Clear or Cloudy – Types of Rain – Cold stuff – Types of Wind – Mixed Vocabulary

Clear or Cloudy

Bright: (adjective) full of light; when the sun is shining strongly
Sunny: (adjective) the sun is shining and there are no clouds
Clear: (adjective) without clouds
Fine: (adjective) not raining, clear sky
Partially cloudy: (adjective) when there is a mixture of both blue sky and clouds 
Cloudy: (adjective) with many clouds in the sky
Overcast: (adjective) covered with cloud; dull
Gloomy: (adjective) with dark clouds and dull light; some people consider this weather depressing

Sometimes the cloud lowers to ground level and it becomes harder to see…
Fog (noun)/ foggy (adjective): thick cloud close to land
Mist (noun) / misty (adjective): light fog, often on the sea or caused by drizzle
Haze (noun) / hazy (adjective): light mist, usually caused by heat

Types of Rain

Damp: (adjective) slightly wet (often after the rain has stopped)
Drizzle: (verb/noun) to rain lightly with very fine drops
Shower: (noun) a short period of rain
Rain: (verb/noun) water that falls from the clouds in drops
Downpour: (noun) heavy rain
Pour: (verb) to have heavy rain
It's raining cats and dogs:  (Idiom) To rain heavily
Torrential rain: (noun) very heavy rain
Flood: (verb/noun) to become covered in water usually due to excessive rain

Cold stuff

Hail: (verb) when frozen rain falls as small balls of ice (hailstones).
Hailstones: (noun) the small hard balls of ice that fall from the sky
Snow: (noun/verb) frozen rain that falls from the sky as soft snowflakes
Snowflake: (noun) an individual piece of snow
Sleet: (noun/verb) snow or hail mixed with rain (often with some wind)
Blizzard: (noun) severe snowstorm with strong winds

Types of Wind

Breeze: a gentle wind (often nice or refreshing)
Blustery: blowing (strong) gusts of wind
Windy: continual wind.
Gale: a very strong wind
Hurricane/cyclone/typhoon: a spiral arrangement of thunderstorms that produce winds and heavy rain.

What's the difference between a hurricane, a typhoon and a cyclone?
They are the same thing just with different names because of the region they are in.
Atlantic/Northeast Pacific = a hurricane
Northwest Pacific = a typhoon
Southern Hemisphere = a cyclone

Tornado: (noun) strong violent circular winds in a small area; a rapidly revolving column of air



In United States the word twister is often used instead of tornado.

The Temperature in English

We have created an entire page about the temperature in English including the different ways of saying how hot
or cold it is.

More vocabulary about the weather

Drought: (noun) Long periods of time without rain causing a lack of water in the area

A lot of the crops dried up because of the drought.

Forecast: (noun) A prediction of how the weather will be on a certain day

The forecast says it's going to rain tomorrow.

Lightning: (noun) A flash of light in the sky during a storm.

Lightning lit the sky many times that night.

Puddle: (noun) a small pool of water on the ground, usually after rain.

The kids jumped in the puddles on the way home from school.

Rainbow: (noun) an arch of colors in the sky formed when the sun shines through rain

I took a photo of a beautiful rainbow that was just above the lake.

Smog: (noun) a cloud of pollution hanging over a city (a fog of smoke)

The view of the city wasn't very good because it was covered in thick smog.

Sunburn: (noun) painful red skin caused by spending too long in the hot sun.

If you don't put on your sunscreen, you'll get sunburn.

Sunshine: (noun) the light and heat of the sun

I could feel the warm sunshine on my back.

Thunder: (noun/verb) the rumbling sound in the clouds that happens after lightning

The cat hid inside because it was scared by the thunder.

Sentences using weather vocabulary

It is usually chilly and damp in autumn, sometimes with rain or drizzle.

I'm so glad there is a breeze right now otherwise it would be very hot.

It is so humid that I've had to change my shirt twice already.

It's a blustery day; make sure your umbrella doesn't blow away.

Take a sweatshirt because it's a little chilly outside.

Those large hailstones left dents in my car.

There has been a gale warning so it's not safe to go out fishing on our boat.
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There was a drought in our province last summer. It didn't rain for three months.

We won't be able to see the solar eclipse because it's overcast.

Questions using weather vocabulary

What's the weather like in Buenos Aires in January?

How's the weather in Moscow in winter?

It's pretty hot. What's the temperature?

Is it raining outside?

What's the forecast for tomorrow?
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Australia

English Vocabulary

Australia is an island nation that consists of six states and two territories. The style of government is a
constitutional monarchy and the Queen of England is the head of the constitutional monarchy. The Governor
General is the Queen's representative in Australia, but in reality only acts in a watchdog capacity. The country is
actually governed by a Prime Minister.

The reason that the kangaroo and the emu appear on the coat of arms is that they are the only two animals in
Australia that can't take a backward step. They therefore symbolise the fact that Australia is always advancing.

Australian Words

Arvo - is the Australian abbreviation for afternoon.

Esky - refers to a container that is used to keep drinks or something cold. Frequently used when you go to a BBQ
or a party. (Also known as a cooler in USA)

Footy - is the abbreviation for football. In Australia it doesn't refer to soccer but to Australian Rules Football or
Rugby League.

G'day - (= Good day) this is the common greeting when you meet someone that you know.

Mate - is the Australian word we use for 'friend'. It is usually used to refer to male friends and not female friends.

Onya - Well done.

A cold one  - is the slang term for a beer.

Cuppa - refers to a cup of tea.

Australian Icons
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Sydney Harbour Bridge - is the famous bridge that appears in most photos of Sydney. It joins the northern and
the southern parts of the city. It is world famous for the fireworks every New Year's Eve.

Sydney Opera House - is a theatre that was constructed by a Danish man - Jan Utzon. It has a brilliant view of
Sydney Harbour. It is possible to see all types of performances at The Opera House - from rock concerts to
operas.

Uluru - is the largest monolith in the world. It is located in the desert in the centre of Australia. It is owned by the
Aboriginal people (the native inhabitants of Australia) and considered to be a very sacred site for them.

The Great Barrier Reef - is one of the natural wonders of the world. It is located off the north-east coast of
Australia. It is a coral reef that measures 2,600 kms. The astronauts are able to see The Great Barrier Reef from
space.

Animals of Australia

Kangaroo - is the most famous native Australian animal and is found in all parts of the country. They can range in
height from 1 metre to 2 metres and the babies live in their mother's pouch. It is the symbol of the national airline -
Qantas.

Koala - is a marsupial that lives in the eucalyptus trees in Australia. They only eat eucalyptus leaves and because
of the calming effect of these leaves, koalas are generally very slow moving.

Wombat - is a shot-legged marsupial about 1 metre in length with a short tail. They live in the south of the
country and on the island of Tasmania. They live in burrows under the ground and are herbivores.

Echidna - is a small animal covered in spines (used for protection) and only eats ants and termites. Despite
having spines it is a very shy animal and not aggressive at all. It is no bigger than a small dog.

Platypus - is a strange little animal that looks like a mix of a duck and an otter. It is very shy and lives in the rivers
in the country areas. If you see one of these in the wild you should consider yourself very lucky.

Tasmanian Devil - is the animal made famous in the Bugs Bunny cartoons. It can only be found on the island of
Tasmania and while it is a relatively shy animal it will attack if cornered. The strange sound that they make is
probably the scariest thing about them.

Birds of Australia

Emu - is the largest bird in Australia and like the ostrich, it cannot fly. Interestingly, it is the male emu that raises
the chicks and not the female. When fully grown they weigh 30-55 kgs and are greyish/brownish in colour. The
babies are black and yellow striped.

Kookaburra - is a medium sized bird with very distinctive colours. When it sings it actually laughs and is very
popular because it kills snakes. They always sing just before it is about to rain.

Cockatoo - is a wild bird with a comb on its head that comes in a range of colours. It has been domesticated and
now is a popular pet for many people. With perseverance they can be taught to speak.

Budgerigar - is in fact a wild bird in Australia but they are famous around the world now as a pet that many
people have. They come in a range of colours and in the country it is usual to see them in flocks of hundreds.

Magpie - is a black and white bird that is found in all parts of the country. They have a distinctive 'warble' and are
scavengers. You need to be careful during 'nesting season' as they are very protective and will 'swoop' on you if
you venture into their territory.



Australian Sports

Cricket - is the national sport of Australia and is the most popular sport during the summer. One of the most
famous Australians - Sir Donald Bradman - was a cricketer and regarded as the best cricketer ever. They are the
current world champions in both test match cricket (five day match) and one-day cricket. Cricket is very popular in
other Commonwealth countries like England, South Africa, India and New Zealand.

Australian Rules Football - is the most popular winter sport and is played in all parts of the country. It is a very
fast paced and athletic sport and it is common to have crowds of up to 80,000 at a match. This sport is not played
in any other country in the world. The ball is shaped similar to a rugby ball and is played with hand and foot.

Rugby Union - is also a popular winter sport and the national team is called The Wallabies. The international
matches draw large crowds every year with the most important being the matches against New Zealand, with
whom we have a very intense rivalry.

Netball - is by far the most popular female sport in Australia and is played by women of all ages. It is an extremely
fast paced and very skilful sport and like cricket it is most popular in the countries of the Commonwealth. Whilst
Australia are the current world champions their intense rivalry with New Zealand has meant that both countries
have held this title in recent years.
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Twelve Days of Christmas

Christmas Carol - English Vocabulary

The Twelve days of Christmas is a song where each verse is built on top of the previous verses.

The song starts: On the first day of Christmas, my true love gave to me a partridge in a pear tree.

It then adds the next verse and repeats the last one: On the second day of Christmas my true love gave to me two
turtle doves and a partridge in a pear tree. This continues by adding the other verses one at a time.

You will notice that each verse is a gift that was received by the true love of the person who is singing.

The twelve verses are as follows:

12 drummers drumming

11 pipers piping

10 lords-a-leaping

9 ladies dancing

8 maids-a-milking

7 swans-a-swimming

6 geese-a-laying

5 golden rings

4 calling birds

3 French hens

2 turtle doves

and a partridge in a pear tree.

(The full lyrics appear towards the end of the page)
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Different Versions

This Christmas song was created around 1780 and has had a few changes over the centuries.



The original version uses 5 gold rings though nowadays 5 golden rings is more common due to the extra syllable
that is sung to continue with the same rhythm.

The original version mentions 4 colly birds. Back then, colly was another way of saying black and they were most
likely referring to blackbirds. However the word came into disuse over the years and since 1909 has been replaced
by 4 calling birds.

Some versions use my true love sent to me instead of gave to me.

Full lyrics of 12 days of Christmas

On the first day of Christmas, my true love gave to me,
a partridge in a pear tree.

On the second day of Christmas, my true love gave to me,
2 turtle doves,
and a partridge in a pear tree.

On the third day of Christmas, my true love gave to me,
3 French hens,
2 turtle doves,
and a partridge in a pear tree.

On the fourth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me,
4 calling birds,
3 French hens,
2 turtle doves,
and a partridge in a pear tree.

On the fifth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me,
5 golden rings,
4 calling birds,
3 French hens,
2 turtle doves,
and a partridge in a pear tree.

On the sixth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me,
6 geese-a-laying,
5 golden rings,
4 calling birds,
3 French hens,
2 turtle doves,
and a partridge in a pear tree.

On the seventh day of Christmas, my true love gave to me,
7 swans-a-swimming,
6 geese-a-laying,
5 golden rings,
4 calling birds,
3 French hens,
2 turtle doves,
and a partridge in a pear tree.

On the eighth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me,
8 maids-a-milking,



7 swans-a-swimming,
6 geese-a-laying,
5 golden rings,
4 calling birds,
3 French hens,
2 turtle doves,
and a partridge in a pear tree.

On the ninth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me,
9 ladies dancing,
8 maids-a-milking,
7 swans-a-swimming,
6 geese-a-laying,
5 golden rings,
4 calling birds,
3 French hens,
2 turtle doves,
and a partridge in a pear tree.

On the tenth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me,
10 lords-a-leaping,
9 ladies dancing,
8 maids-a-milking,
7 swans-a-swimming,
6 geese-a-laying,
5 golden rings,
4 calling birds,
3 French hens,
2 turtle doves,
and a partridge in a pear tree.

On the eleventh day of Christmas, my true love gave to me,
11 pipers piping,
10 lords-a-leaping,
9 ladies dancing,
8 maids-a-milking,
7 swans-a-swimming,
6 geese-a-laying,
5 golden rings,
4 calling birds,
3 French hens,
2 turtle doves,
and a partridge in a pear tree.

On the twelfth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me,
12 drummers drumming,
11 pipers piping,
10 lords-a-leaping,
9 ladies dancing,
8 maids-a-milking,
7 swans-a-swimming,
6 geese-a-laying,
5 golden rings,
4 calling birds,
3 French hens,



2 turtle doves,
and a partridge in a pear tree.
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Christmas Traditions

English Vocabulary

Christmas celebration

Christmas is celebrated on December 25th each year. It is originally a religious celebration, marking the day that
Jesus Christ was born. Nowadays however, it is celebrated by both religious and non religious people alike.
Usually people get together with family, friends and loved ones, enjoy a meal together and exchange gifts. It is, on
the whole, a "warm and fuzzy" time of year.

The myth of Santa Claus

Sorry guys, Santa Claus isn't real. Now that we have got that out the way... Santa Claus (alternatively known as
Father Christmas, Saint Nicolas or the fat guy in the red suit) is an icon of the Christmas season. It is believed that
he lives in the North Pole, and throughout the year has the magical ability to monitor the behavior of every child in
the world. He then makes a list dividing the children into two groups, the naughty and the nice and those who have
been nice get presents at Christmas time. How does he deliver the presents? He flies through the sky on a sleigh
pulled by 9 reindeer with his large bag of presents. The most famous reindeer is Rudolf who has a red nose that
shines and helps Santa guide his sleigh. At each house he goes down the chimney and leaves the presents under
the Christmas tree or he puts them in stockings (if they can fit!) that are hung up by the fire place. Before he leaves
he enjoys a snack that the children have left for him and then goes on his merry way.

The Christmas tree

The Christmas tree is another important tradition at this time of year. It is a pine tree that is sometimes real but
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artificial trees are more common. The tree is put up and decorated with decorations of many sorts. Bells, shiny
Christmas balls, colorful lights and sometimes decorations made by the children at school. The final decoration is
a star or an angel which is put up at the very top of the tree. The tree is traditionally kept up until the 6th of January.
Mistletoe is another plant that is put up at this time of year and be careful, if you're caught standing under it,
another person is allowed to give you a kiss, just hope it is someone you like!

Christmas food

As mentioned earlier this time of year is when families often get together and have a Christmas meal, either on
Christmas eve (24th) or on Christmas day. It is a time where people forget about their diets and eat and drink a lot.
They often complain that after this season they have acquired a few extra kilos! Traditional food is usually a large
Christmas turkey or a huge leg of Christmas ham. Chocolates and sweets are also very popular and one in
particular that stands out is called the candy cane. It is a red and white striped candy in the shape of a cane with a
delicious Minty flavour.

Christmas gifts

For the children however the main focus of Christmas are the presents. This often causes a lot of stress for the
parents and adults as they spend a lot of time running around trying to find the perfect gift as well as one that is
within their price range. The shopping malls resemble mad houses for this very reason, with masses of people
frantically rushing around like headless chickens! This is why many people dislike Christmas, feeling it has
become a time for commercial propaganda and that the true Christmas spirit has been forgotten. Luckily not all
people have been affected in this way and donate old toys to charities and orphanages and provide food to the
homeless.

Christmas carols

Traditional Christmas songs are called 'carols' and are heard everywhere at this time of year. They use all kinds of
instruments but are often accompanied by bells. Often choir groups will go door knocking around their local
neighborhood and sing for the people in hope of a Christmas donation.

Christmas cards

A lot of people like to send cards to their loved ones to wish them a 'Merry Christmas', especially if they live far
away and will not be able to see them at Christmas time. They come in a wide range of designs and colours
although the traditional colours are red and green. You will find that more and more people send their Christmas
message via e-mail because it's cheaper and easier.

Nativity play

The re-enacting of the birth of Jesus Christ is very typical in schools and churches during the Christmas holidays
or a little before. They're usually held in schools before the holidays and at church on the special day itself of
Christmas eve. Children usually dress-up in old rags and towels to play the important figures during the birth of
Jesus, including the Virgin Mary, the three kings, Joseph and sometimes the animals in the barn.

Typical gifts

Children are forever nagging their parents for the latest toy, video game, bicycle and Christmas is the perfect
moment to pile on the pressure. Parents find it hard getting something for their children that the children will
appreciate and keeping within the price range. Gifts could range from remote control cars to doll houses. Adults on
the other hand, don't have this problem. Sometimes adults are not too interested in presents and tend not to make
a big fuss over the exchanging of gifts, although they buy something for their loved ones, the gifts tend to be
somewhat low key and maybe a bit boring, such as ties, socks, jumpers, toiletries, calendars, diaries etc. Maybe
Christmas should stay with the children, considering that they get better presents and have a lot more fun playing
with them.

Boxing day



Boxing day, the 26th of December, is celebrated in the United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand, Canada,
Germany, Greenland, Hong Kong and a number of other countries. It is called this because traditionally it was the
day for giving gifts to the less wealthy people and servants (who sometimes had to work on Christmas day). It
doesn't happen much now and the day is mainly an extra holiday for many people to recover from their Christmas
excesses! A common tradition (in New Zealand and Australia) is also to go to the boxing day races. People take a
picnic and go to the race track to place a few bets on the horses or simply to enjoy the atmosphere in family.

Northern v Southern hemisphere

The boxing day races tradition is obviously only possible in the southern hemisphere, because Christmas is in the
summer time. In this part of the world people often go to the beach, either for a day trip or rent a house to spend a
few days.

In the Northern hemisphere many countries associate Christmas with snow and a time to go outside and build a
snowman or have battles with snow balls!
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English Vocabulary

Collective Nouns
A collective noun is a word that refers to a set or group of people, animals or things.

Collective Nouns are sometimes called Group Nouns.

Collective nouns are often followed by OF + PLURAL NOUN

e.g. a bunch of flowers, a flock of seagulls, a set of tools.

Groups of people working together

Staff: the people who work in a company or place of work.
Cast: the actors in a certain movie or play.
Company: a group of actors that usually perform together in different plays.
Crew: all the working members on a ship or plane.
Team: a group of individuals playing on the same side generally with the same objectives.
Platoon: a group of soldiers being commanded by a lieutenant.

Groups of people in general

Gang: a group of organized criminals
Crowd: a group of people, gathered together
Throng: a busy group of people or animals
Mob: A large disorderly crowd
Movement: a group of (generally young) people with similar tendencies for political/musical/social factors
affecting them. For example The Punk Movement
Party: a group of political people that have been organized with an intention.

Groups of animals and insects

Herd: a herd of cows, a herd of goats, a herd of deer
Flock: A flock of sheep, a flock of birds
Shoal / School: a shoal of fish, a school of fish
Swarm: a swarm of bees (swarm is used for a group of flying insects)
Pack: a pack of wolves, a pack of dogs
Litter: a litter of kittens (usually of baby animals)
Gaggle: a gaggle of geese
Pride: a pride of lions

Groups of things

Stack: a stack of chairs, a stack of books, a stack of work, a stack of plates
Set: a set of tools, a set of underwear, a set of compasses, a set of cutlery 
Pile / Heap: a pile of clothes, a heap of bodies.
Bunch: a bunch of flowers, a bunch of grapes, a bunch of bananas.
Bundle: a bundle of newspapers, a bundle of sticks, a bundle of nothing.
Batch: a batch of homebrew, a batch of letters, a batch of recruits.
Stash: a stash of cash, a stash of beer, a stash of weapons. (usually the things are hidden)
Fleet: a fleet of ships
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Construction Sites

English Vocabulary

When we work on a construction site, we need to know about a lot of things. Most of the things we need to know
about are tools and things we use to do our job. For instance a wire is a long, thin, usually round piece of metal,
most often used to conduct electricity. In these cases it is usually insulated with plastic or rubber insulation to stop
the electric current passing through.

Wood is a specific type of material, but we also use the word lumber to refer to all wood products on the site, or in
British English, the discarded products! Wood is a very common material used to construct smaller houses or
buildings - a beam is a piece of wood or steel that goes right across a room, at the top, and is usually used in
roofing, and in ceilings, to hold up other parts of the ceiling or roof. Some of those other parts will be the rafters,
which are the beams that are usually in triangle shape which makes the roof. If you look up at the roof or ceiling of
a big building or room, you can sometimes see the cross beams going from one side to the other. Bricks are the
most common material that houses and other buildings are made from, and they are usually red or orange. Clay
bricks are used in some countries. Workers use trowels to spread the cement on the bricks before they are put
together.

A backhoe is a machine that is often used to dig holes for the foundations of the building, which usually go much
deeper than the building itself. If the building is going to be very big, the excavation site may be very deep. A
backhoe has a very big shovel that it brings toward itself -using a big mechanical arm - to dig a hole, and is
sometimes the same machine used as an excavator. The difference is that a shovel tip is used on the backhoe. A
shovel is the tool used to dig holes, and is very often used by people to dig small holes, while a pickaxe is like a
shovel but is 'T' shaped. People swing it into the ground to break the ground, because it is steel on top, with a
sharp end and a slightly rounded end. It has a spade-shaped head, and a long handle. A shovel is often used to
put sand or dirt in a wheelbarrow, which is used to take away the sand or to carry things - it has one wheel and
two handles so a person can take the handles and move sand or other things to somewhere else. It does require
some balance, especially with a heavy load!

Vans are types of car that have a closed in space at the back for carrying objects or people, and they usually have
a roller-door on the side. That is different to a pickup truck which has an open space at the back for carrying
objects. Of course, a van or pickup truck has to ask someone to move a barricade which may be blocking the
road. Places where barricades will be set up may be written in the blueprints - which detail the design for the
entire building, but usually the barricade is temporary and not in the blueprints.

The van, and the people in the backhoe, and the other construction workers who are working on the building
site usually communicate by two-way radio. People on the scaffolding - which is put up around the building for
people to climb up and down and is usually made of steel, or bamboo in some Asian countries, have to be very
careful that nothing falls from their toolbelt, which is worn around the waist like a normal belt, but is used to hang
tools off.

A lot of machinery is used on a building site. A cement mixer churns up cement, which is used to stick bricks
together. A builder is a person who works on a building site, who might lay bricks, build things or knock down
walls using a giant heavy hammer, called a sledge hammer. A bulldozer is a a powerful machine used to knock
buildings down and push the rubble into a pile. A digger can then pick this up and drop it into a dump truck which
will take the rubbish away. Diggers are also used to dig holes in an excavation site, which is an area that has
large holes dug into the ground in which to put the buildings foundations. A cherry picker is a machine that is
used to lift builders up to high places, such as to a tree or the roof of a house. If it isn't too high then a ladder will
be used which is like a vertical set of steps. A crane is a huge structure, used to lift heavy objects, such as a crate
of bricks, up very high, like to the tenth floor of a building.
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A builder uses lots of small tools too. He uses a  spirit level, which is a tool to make sure something is completely
horizontal or vertical. A tape measure is a long flexible ruler which winds up into a small metal casing, and is used
to measure things. A bigger tool he might use is a pneumatic drill which is a tool about one metre high that drills
down into concrete to break it up. It is very noisy, so builders use ear protectors to cover their ears and muffle the
loud noise. To stop people walking where builders are working a cone is used, which is a brightly coloured plastic
marker that looks like an ice cream cone. They also use a hard hat, which is a hat that covers most of the head
and is made out of strong plastic so that if something falls it won't damage their head. To make sure people don't
walk in the way of a piece of machinery people wave a flag, which is a piece of brightly coloured material on a
stick. The man who waves it is called a linesman.

A board is a large, flat piece of wood, used for things like mixing cement on. It is often made out of plywood,
which is a type of wood made out of lots of pieces of old bits of wood that are stuck together with glue. Some other
material builders use is a girder, which is a large, heavy beam made out of strong metal. It is used to hold a
building up, especially over a doorway or other weak area. A pipe is a long circular piece of metal which is hollow,
so that water or gas can be pumped through it. Shingle is the name of the smalls stones that is mixed with sand
and cement to make concrete. A trailer is attached to the back of a car and is used to carry materials around.
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Endangered Species

English Vocabulary

The world is full of magnificent and fascinating animals and creatures. Unfortunately many of them are
endangered species which means that there are not many of them remaining in the world and there is a danger of
them becoming extinct.

Below are some examples of endangered species.

Polar Bears

The Polar Bear is one of the many unique animals in the world. It has a beautiful white coat of fur for
camouflage - partly for protection but largely to allow it to sneak up on its prey. Their typical prey are seals. The
Polar Bear's coat also has guard hairs that are water repellent (they are excellent swimmers) and a dense
underfur for warmth. But under their fur, polar bears have black skin to soak up the sun's warming rays. Other
specialized characteristics of the Polar Bear are short and furred snout, short ears, teeth specialized for eating
meat rather than for an omnivorous diet, and hair that covers the bottom of their feet. A full grown adult male
Polar Bear will weigh approximately 650 kgs while a female will weigh about half as much to as little as a third as
much. The Polar Bear can only be found in the Northern Hemisphere.

Tigers

Tigers are the largest member of the cat family and are renowned for their power and strength. They are in
general nocturnal hunters and their striking markings enable them to blend in easily with their habitat. In the
wild, tigers generally feed on larger and medium sized animals such as deer, water buffalo, wild boar and tapirs.
Tigers hunt alone and ambush their prey like other cats do, overpowering them from any angle, using their body
size and strength to knock large prey off balance. They are native to Asia but unfortunately hunting and forest
destruction have reduced the tiger population to less than 2,500 today and they are now considered an
endangered species. Tigers are hunted as trophies, and also for body parts that are used in traditional Chinese
medicine.

Whales

Whales are large, magnificent, intelligent, aquatic mammals. They breathe air through a blowhole into their
lungs (unlike fish who breathe using gills). Whales have sleek, streamlined bodies that move easily through the
water. They are the only mammals, other than dugongs (manatees) that live their entire lives in the water, and the
only mammals that have adapted to life in the open oceans. They are the biggest animal in the world (some as
tall as a nine-storey building), even bigger than any of the dinosaurs were. Many whales migrate over long
distances every year, sometimes in groups (pods), from cold water feeding grounds to warm water breeding
grounds. Some whale species are endangered because of hunting that still exists in countries such as Japan and
Norway.

Gorilla
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Gorillas are the largest of the living primates and very closely related to humans. They live in the forests of Africa
and move by walking on their knuckles. Their lifespan is between 30-50 years and they are omnivores that eat
fruit, leaves, shoots and sometimes insects. One other characteristic they share with humans is that they have
individual finger prints. Silverbacks (adult male gorillas) are the strong troop leaders. Each silverback typically
leads a group of between 5-30 gorillas and is the centre of attention. they make all the decision, mediate
conflicts, determine the movement of the group, lead the others to feeding sites and take responsibility for the
safety and well-being of the troop. Gorillas are considered and endangered species and have been the subject of
intense poaching for many years.

Koala

The koala is a marsupial that is native to Australia. They live most of their lives in the eucalyptus trees of
Australia and it is the only leaf that they eat. They do not drink but instead obtain the moisture they need from the
eucalypt leaves. Because of the low protein content in these leaves and their slow metabolic rate, the koala
usually sleeps for 19 hours per day. Contrary to popular belief their fur is coarse and not soft and cuddly. They
are sometimes mistakenly called koala bears, but, in fact they are not members of the bear family. In recent years
the koala population has come under threat from the ever increasing encroachment of humans into their habitat
and the appearance of a disease, Chlamydia, for which there is no known cure.

Andean Condor

The Andean Condor is a vulture-like species of bird. It is one of the largest flying birds and inhabits the open
grasslands and alpine areas in high mountain regions of western South America. The adult condor is of a uniform
black, with the exception of a fill of white feathers nearly surrounding the base of the neck and, especially in the
males, large patches or bands of white on the wings. it has a wing span of up to 3.5 meters and can soar
incredibly gracefully up to heights of 5000 metres. They are experts at using the updrafts created by the
mountains and valleys to cover large areas while foraging. Many condors have died from the pesticides that are
carried through the food chains. The number of Andean Condors has decreased rapidly in recent years but
rescue attempts are being made through captive-breeding programs.



vocabulary.cl http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists/England.htm

England

English Vocabulary

England is a country which is part of the United Kingdom, an island to the north-west of Europe. Many people get
confused between the UK and England. The UK consists of four different countries; Scotland, Wales, Northern
Ireland and England. Great Britain (called Great Britain to distinguish it from Brittany in France) consists of
Scotland, Wales and England. This is why the full name of the UK is 'The United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland'.

The style of government is a constitutional monarchy and the Queen of England is the head of the constitutional
monarchy. But in reality the Queen doesn't have any real weight in power. The country is actually governed by a
Prime Minister.

The Flag

One of the biggest and most recognizable symbols that people generally associate with England is the flag.
However, there is a difference between the English flag and the Union flag (the Union Flag is only called the Union
Jack when it is sailed on a ship). The Union flag consists of the Scottish, Northern Irish and English flag all in one.
The English flag is actually the Saint George's flag, a white flag with a big red cross on it.

Saint George is the patron saint of England, and actually the patron saint of many other countries and regions
around the world.

Typical Words used in England

The English use a lot of slang which varies from region to region and from city to city. For example, if you call
someone a 'peach' in Ipswich you are saying they are very attractive, but if you call them that in Hampshire it
means they are an idiot!

init - is a slang word for 'isn't it?', usually when asking for confirmation of something you just said.

Footy - is the abbreviation for football. In Australia it doesn't refer to soccer but to Australian Rules Football or
Rugby League.

Mate - is a word we use for 'friend'. It is usually used to refer to male friends and not female friends.

Blinding - when something is blinding, it means that something is fantastic.

Lovely - is a very English word for something which is nice.

A cuppa - refers to a cup of tea.

English Icons

Houses of Parliament (Big Ben) - This is probably one of the most famous icons that people associate with
England. People call the clock tower 'Big Ben' but in fact it's the bell inside the tower which is called 'Big Ben'.
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Stonehenge - Stonehenge is in the south-west of England. Nobody knows exactly who or when Stonehenge was
constructed. The standing stones attract a lot of
tourists.

Tower Bridge - Tower Bridge is famous for its beauty.
Its image has been used by many companies and
business to exploit its English connection. The bridge
was once used to store the heads of Henry the
Eighth's ex-wives.

The London Underground - 'The tube' is the oldest
underground transportation system in the world and
now one of the largest. The shape of its tunnels is
what has given it its name.

Double-decker Buses - These buses have two floors
and they're a great way to see the city. Sometimes it's
scary when they go round sharp corners since it feels
like the bus is going to tip over. But don't worry, the
only time buses ever get tipped over is in the middle
of a storm.

Glastonbury - Glastonbury is a town in the south of
England. It's famous for its mythology and spiritual
past. It is believed that the nearby hill is thought to
contain King Arthur's body. More recently Glastonbury
has become one of the biggest rock festivals in the
world. In the sixties it became popular for its free-
thinking hippies and the huge amount of space in the
countryside. Today it still has the festival, the most
important in England, yet it also maintains its spiritual
identity.

Animals of England

Foxes - Foxes are very notorious in major cities. England is a very green country and it is very common to have
green space nearby. This is perfect for foxes as they have the greenery they need to feel at home and all the food
from the streets. Sometimes rubbish bins have turned inside out, and they love to tease other animals, especially
pets.

Squirrels - are small animals that live in the trees and eat lots of nuts, or any food that you give them. They hide
their nuts in the ground and are known to have a fantastic memory, as they remember exactly where they buried
them.

Badgers - Badgers are black and white animals that usually live in shrubs or bushes. They are harmless and it's
very rare to see one.

Bulldogs - One of the most traditional dogs is the British bulldog. Known for its ugliness and brutal strength, it has
become a symbol of patriotic English people.

Adder - England doesn't have many snakes and it only has one which is poisonous. It's name is the Adder and it 
usually lives in the lowlands where it is cool and moist. It's jet black scales makes itself easy to identify and hardly
anyone gets bitten by them.

Lion - England doesn't have any lions running wild, but it is a national symbol. Throughout history saints, kings,



princes and your average Joe has somehow been remembered for a fight against a dragon or a lion. The England
football team has three lions on it's crest, and the lion also appears on many monarchical and juridical symbols.

Birds of England

Pigeon - London is the city in England that has the most Pigeons. Most of the pigeons are in the city centre where
everybody feeds them. It has now been made illegal to feed pigeons because of the problem of the over
population of the birds.

Robin - Robins are small birds which are usually found in gardens and the countryside. They are brown with a
dark orange/reddish breast.

Blue Tit - A blue tit is very similar in size to a Robin but the colors are a mixture of grey and various shades of
blue. It usually has a shiny blue helmet/head.

Ravens - Ravens are black birds, probably the same size as a pigeon. Some of them live in The Tower of London.
It is said that if the Ravens leave the Tower of London the walls of the building would fall down.

Magpie - is a black and white bird that is found in all parts of the country. They have a distinctive 'warble' and are
scavengers. You need to be careful during 'nesting season' as they are very protective and will 'swoop' on you if
you venture into their territory.

English Sports

Cricket - Is a national sport of England. Most people learn to play it when they are young. It is played on a large
oval field with everyone dressed in white. The games can last one day or up to five days.

Football - This is the most popular game in England and is where it was originally invented. The game has
attracted many foreign players to play for English teams and now it boasts one of the most competitive leagues in
the world. However, the national team hasn't made any real impact on the world stage since 1966. One of the
most popular local football teams is Manchester United.

Rugby - This rough sport is very popular not only England but in the UK. Each team has 15 players and you win
by scoring Tries (crossing the line with the ball) and by kicking the ball between the uprights (the top of the posts).
At no time can you pass the ball forward, only backwards. The national rugby league isn't as big as the football
one, but it is gradually becoming more and more popular among younger people.

Tennis - Tennis has always been a very popular sport. It used to be exclusive to the higher class. Wimbledon has
become one of the most competitive and distinguished grand slam competitions in the world and is the only one
played on grass. Every competitor has to wear the traditional white clothing.

English Food

England isn't known for it's food but it actually does have a good selection of tasty dishes. Most of them are
imported from other countries, especially Italy, Turkey, Greece and India.

Fish and Chips - the most traditional dish is fish and chips. It's the most common thing to eat when you're by the
seaside.

Chicken Tikka Masala - Chicken Tikka Masala is an Indian dish which was invented in England, and is now the
most commonly eaten dish when eating out in a restaurant



Special Days

Saint George's Day - England doesn't have an independence day but it's national day is 'Saint George's Day' on
the 23rd of April. It's the day that everybody celebrates with marches on the streets, food and obviously a lot of
beer.

Queen's Birthday - While not the real date of her birthday, it is celebrated as a national holiday on the first or
second Saturday of June.

Guy Fawkes Night - During the reign of King James I a group of Protestants tried to assassinate him by blowing
him up with hundreds of barrels of gun powder under the houses of parliament. They failed and one captive called
Guy Fawkes became famous. Now every November 5th, the English celebrate the day he tried to blow-up the
houses of parliament by setting off fireworks and having big bonfires in their gardens or local parks.
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English Vocabulary

The Environment
The following is a list of vocabulary about the environment with the definition of each word or expression:

Acid rain: acidic precipitation (rainfall) that causes harm to the environment. It is formed in the atmosphere when
industrial waste gases combine with water.

Activists: people who show their strong support of a cause through action, especially political action.

Animal rights: the natural rights of animals to live free of human dangers and exploitation.

Aqueduct: an artificial channel for transporting water, often in the form of a bridge.

Biodegradable: generally referring to packaging, it means something than can be decomposed by bacteria or
other organisms.

Breeding in captivity: the reproduction of animals in confinement, not in their natural habitats.

CFC gases: (Chlorofluorocarbon) gases that are harmful to the ozone layer in the Earth's atmosphere.

Condensation: water that has been transformed from a gas to a liquid and appears on a cold surface.

Conservation: the protection and preservation of the natural environment.

Conservation program: a formalized action plan for protecting or restoring a natural area.

Conserve: to care for, preserve and protect.

Contaminated: polluted, usually by toxic waste

Decay: to rot or decompose; also, to decline in quality, energy, etc.

Drought: the continuous absence of rain, thus causing the land to dry up.

Ecosystem: the natural organisms and flora and fauna that constitute and sustain a particular area.

Emissions: toxic gases from factories and machinery that are then leaked into the atmosphere.

Endangered species: a species of plant or animal that are in danger of becoming extinct.

Environmentalist: a person who actively works to promote the protection of the environment.

Erosion: the process of the wearing away of land due to there being little to no vegetation.

Erupt: when a volcano becomes active and begins to eject lava.

Evaporation: the process of a liquid heating up and turning into a gas or vapor.

Extinct: when a plant or animal species ceases to exist entirely.

Fault line: a fissure in the Earth's crust where the tectonic plates move against each other causing an
earthquake.

Flood: when a body of water, such as a river, becomes too full and water overflows beyond its normal confines.
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Fossil fuels: fuel formed naturally over many years from the remains of animals, such as coal, oil, and natural
gas.

Fumes: gases and vapor (usually harmful).

Genetically modified: normally related to food, it's when an object's genetic makeup has been altered.

Global warming: an increase in the temperature of the Earth's atmosphere, which is due to the greenhouse
effect.

Greenhouse effect: the trapping of the sun's heat in the atmosphere caused by greenhouse gases.

Greenhouse gases: any gas, especially carbon dioxide, which contributes to the greenhouse effect.

Landfills: large areas of land where waste and garbage are disposed.

Landslide: when a large amount of land slides down from a mountain or cliff.

Natural resources: materials found in nature which are often exploited for economic gains.

Ocean: a large body of salt water spanning between continents.

Organic: without chemicals (such as sprays) or other man-made additives.

Organic farming: producing crops without the use of chemical pesticides or herbicides.

Ozone layer: the lower part of the atmosphere which contains a high level of ozone that absorbs the majority of
the sun's ultraviolet rays.

Poaching: the illegal hunting of animals.

Pollute: to contaminate a natural area

Pollution: contamination or toxic bi-products from factories

Power Lines: they're used to conduct electricity to houses and buildings, and are often supported high above the
ground by wooden poles or large metal structures.

Preserve: to not develop something so as to be maintained in its existing state.

Rainforest: a type of forest found in tropical climates with heavy rainfall.

Recycle: to convert or reprocess materials so that they can be used again.

Research: (verb) to investigate data, sources, material, or facts.

Research: (noun) the information and data gathered during an investigation.

Solar power: harnessing the Sun's energy to generate electrical power.

Species: a group of living organisms that are of the same type and can breed with each other.

Sustainability: maintaining an ecological balance by avoiding the depletion of natural resources.

Tectonic plates: the different sections of the Earth's crust that shift on the underlying mantle.

Tidal energy: using the energy produced by the changes in ocean tides to generate electrical power.

Toxic waste: poisonous byproducts of industrial manufacturing.

Underground aquifers: layers of rock or soil that can absorb and retain water.



Unleaded fuel: petrol that doesn't contain lead additives.

Untapped resources: materials that could be useful (i.e. for energy, for building, etc.) but have not yet been
explored.

Wetlands: damp areas of land.

Wildlife: untamed animals (in their natural habitat).

Wipe out: to completely remove something from a place.

Expressions

the root cause: the main reason for something

The root cause of the endangerment of condors is the development and destruction of their habitat.

to stem from: to be caused by

Scientists say that global warming partly stems from emissions from the numerous cars driven.
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English Vocabulary

Weather Idioms
Below is a list of the most commonly used idioms about the weather in English:

As right as rain: to feel fine and healthy.

Don't worry about me, I'm as right as rain after my knee operation.

Be a breeze: to be very easy to do.

Our English exam was a breeze. I'm sure I'll get top marks.

Be snowed under: to have so much to do that you are having trouble doing it all.

I'm snowed under at work right now because two of my colleagues are on holiday.

Break the ice: to say or do something to make someone feel relaxed or at ease in a social setting.

He offered to get her a drink to help break the ice.

Calm before the storm: the quiet, peaceful period before a moment of great activity or mayhem.

The in-laws were about to arrive with their kids so she sat on the sofa with a cup of coffee enjoying the
calm before the storm.

Chase rainbows: when someone tries to do something that they will not achieve

I think she's chasing rainbows if she thinks she can get into Oxford with her bad grades.

Come rain or shine: you can depend on someone to be there no matter what or whatever the weather.

I'll be there to help you move house come rain or shine.

Every cloud has a silver lining: There is always something positive to come out of an unpleasant or difficult
situation.

I got laid off from work yesterday, but every cloud has a silver lining and now I can spend more time writing
my book.

Fair-weather friend: a person who is only your friend during good times or when things are going well for you but
disappears when things become difficult or you have problems.

She was a fair-weather friend because she was interested in me once I had lost my job.

Get wind of: to learn or hear of something that should be a secret.

He got wind of the closure of the company so started looking for a new job immediately.

Have your head in the clouds: to be out of touch of reality. Your ideas may not be sensible or practical.

He has his head in the clouds if he seriously thinks he's going to get a promotion soon.

It never rains but it pours:  when things don't just go wrong but very wrong and other bad things happen too.
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First he lost his keys to the house, then his wallet and then his car broke down. It never rains but it pours.

It's raining cats and dogs: it's raining very hard.

Take you umbrella and a jacket because it's raining cats and dogs outside.

On cloud nine: to be extremely happy.

They were both on cloud nine during their honeymoon.

Put on ice: to postpone for another day.

The project has been put on ice until our boss decides what to do next.

Ray of hope: there is a chance that something positive will happen.

There is a ray of hope after all, it looks like we won't be losing our jobs.

Save for a rainy day:  to save for the future when it might suddenly be needed (unexpectedly).

Don't spend your entire wage in one night. You should save for a rainy day.

Steal my thunder: when someone takes attention away from someone else.

Don't wear that dress to the wedding; the bride won't like it because you'll be stealing her thunder.

Storm in a teacup: when someone makes a small problem larger than it really is.

Those two are always arguing about something, it's just a storm in a teacup.

Storm is brewing: indication that something is about to become bad or explode

You could tell by the looks on their faces that a storm was brewing.

Take a rain check: decline something now but offer to do it at a later date.

Thanks for inviting me to dinner but I can't this week. Can I take a rain check on that?

Throw caution to the wind:  to go crazy and forget all responsibilities or commitments.

They threw caution to the wind and quit their jobs in the heat of the moment.

Under the weather: you are not feeling well

Paul isn't coming with us because he feels a little under the weather.

http://www.woodwardenglish.com/its-raining-cats-and-dogs/
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IELTS Academic Writing

Describing Trends in IELTS Writing Task 1
In IELTS Academic Writing Task 1 you will be tested on your ability to describe and interpret information presented
in a graph, table, chart or diagram.

You will need to describe trends, compare and contrast data or report statistical information. Occasionally you will
need to describe a process (which we will explain in another section).

In order to do well in this section, you need to know specific vocabulary related to describing trends.

Verbs to describe an upward trend

The following verbs can be used to describe a trend or pattern that goes up.

climb (past: climbed)

go up (past: went up)

grow (past: grew)

increase (past: increased)

jump (past: jumped)

rise (past: rose)

rocket (past: rocketed)

Sentence examples using words that show an upward trend:

The number of enrolments increased significantly between 2005 and 2010.

Production rose from 800 units in May to 1000 units the following month.

Verbs to describe a downward trend

The following verbs can be used to describe a trend or pattern that goes down.

decline (past: declined)

decrease (past: decreased)

drop (past: dropped)

fall (past: fell)

go down (past: went down)

plummet (past: plummeted) = to fall or drop suddenly in amount or value

plunge (past: plunged) = to fall or drop suddenly in amount or value

Plunge and Plummet, when describing trends, have the same meaning.

Sentence examples using words that show a downward trend:

Prices of Model X dropped significantly once Model Y became available on the market.

Company profits decreased in 2013 by 15%.

http://www.vocabulary.cl
http://www.vocabulary.cl/ielts/academic-writing-task-1-describing-trends.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Games.htm


Words and phrases used to describe a stable trend

To describe a more or less stable pattern, you can use the following expressions:

maintain (past: maintained)

remain (past: remained)

stay (past: stayed)

constant

stable

steady

unchanged

Adverbs used when describing trends

Adverbs describe HOW something happens. They usually come after a verb.

sharply, rapidly, quickly, steeply

considerably, significantly, substantially

steadily, gradually, moderately

slightly, slowly

To see the degree of intensity of these adverbs, look at the chart below.

Academic Writing Task 1 Summary Chart



Nouns used when describing trends

decline

decrease

dip (a momentarily small drop in the level of something)

drop

fall

fluctuation (= an irregular rising and falling in number or amount; a variation)

growth

increase

peak (= the highest point)

rise

slump (= a severe or prolonged fall in the price, value, or amount of something)



variation (= a change or difference in condition, amount, or level)

Quick IELTS Academic Writing Tips when describing trends

Do not describe every small upwards or downwards movement. You need to look at the important trends or
characteristics and give a general overview.

You will normally use verbs in the past tense when describing trends though always look for dates to confirm
which tense to use.

Do not write about things that do not appear in the graph. You shouldn't give an opinion, just describe the
information that appears.

Even if your grammar (and vocabulary) is perfect, you will lose marks for not showing an accurate understanding.

http://www.grammar.cl/english/past-tense.htm
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English Vocabulary

New Zealand
New Zealand consists of several islands the two main ones called, the North Island and the South Island. It is
found in the Pacific Ocean to the southeast of Australia. It was once a colony of England but still remains a
member of the Commonwealth. It is small country with a population of about four and a half million people. It is
famous for being a very clean country with a lot of natural beauty. There is a saying in New Zealand, 'Keep New
Zealand green' which illustrates people's awareness of preserving the environment.

Many people travel from all over the world to experience New Zealand's beautiful beaches, rivers, lakes,
mountains, forests, parks and natural reserves.

While Auckland is the largest city in New Zealand, Wellington is the country's capital.

New Zealand Words

There are many words taken from Maori, the indigenous people of New Zealand, that we use in every day speech.

Kia Ora - this is the Maori word for hello at any time of the day and is a common way to greet and say "thank you"
amongst all New Zealanders.

Jandals - the rubber, slip-on sandal with two straps joining between the big and second toe. In Australia they are
called thongs, in England they're flip flops. Almost everybody wears jandals in New Zealand during summer.

Mate - is a New Zealand word used for 'friend'. It is usually used to refer to male friends and not female friends.

Chilly Bin - a portable cooler used for keeping drinks cold.

Tramping - the New Zealand word for hiking and often a source of amusement for other English speakers who
use the word tramp to refer to a homeless person or a sexually indiscriminate woman!

Togs - swimsuit

The wop wops - to refer to an out of the way location.

Pakeha - a non-Maori person, generally of European descent.

New Zealand Icons

Auckland Harbour Bridge - is the famous bridge that appears in most photos of Auckland. It joins the northern
part to the rest of the city. In most postcard photos it will appear with a backdrop of ocean full of boats and yachts
which is why Auckland is known as the 'city of sails'. 

Sky Tower - The Sky Tower is located in Central Auckland and is New Zealand's tallest building standing at 328
meters. From its observation deck it is possible to see views of up to 80kms in every direction.

The Beehive - is the building that makes up the executive wing of the NZ Parliament buildings. It was given its
name due to it's conical shape reminiscent of a traditional Beehive.

Places
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One Tree Hill - Auckland is a city full of dormant volcanoes. Perhaps the most famous being one tree hill. It was
called this because of a lone totara tree that stood on the summit until it was destroyed by a Maori activist in
1999. This hill has a fantastic view of the whole city. World famous Irish group U2 even have a song called 'one
tree hill' dedicated to a long time New Zealand U2 groupie, who passed away.

Rotorua - Rotorua is small city in the central North Island. It is a thermal region famous for its natural thermal
pools, mud pools and geysers. The steam sent into the air has a distinct sulphuric smell that you notice as soon as
you arrive. But don't let that put you off, walking around these bubbling pools and geysers makes you feel like you
are on another planet.

Lake Taupo - Is an enormous lake in the centre of the North Island. It is a perfect place to stop off if you are
heading south. People enjoy many kinds of water sports such as water skiing, jet skiing or speed boating. There is
also a river in this area where people enjoy extreme sports, like, rafting and bungee jumping.

Hawke's Bay - Located on the central east coast of the North Island, it is sometimes referred to as "the fruitbowl of
New Zealand" due to its temperate climate and perfect fruit growing conditions. The 'twin cities', Napier and
Hastings, are famous for their Art Deco architecture resulting from a devastating earthquake that struck in 1931
and almost completely flattened both cities. January/February is the time of year to visit Hawke's Bay as the
region is alive with outdoor concerts, wine festivals and Art Deco Weekend.

Wellington - Not only is Wellington New Zealand's political capital, but arguably the country's cultural capital also.
Wellington sits at the bottom of the North Island and is the gateway to the south via plane of ferry. A small,
centrally located central business district is alive day and night with a multitude of funky bars and cafe's, art
galleries, street theatre and countless festivals of art, dance, film, you name it! Two breeds of Kiwi dominate the
streets of Wellington, the suit-wearing politicians and the alternative, creative types; neither of whom are immune
to the buffeting winds that Wellington is famous for.

Malborough - Is the northern part of the South Island. This area is renowned for having the most beautiful
beaches in the country as well as the best weather. This area has more hours of sunshine than any other part of
New Zealand. There are nature tracks in this area that have some of the most amazing natural scenery
imaginable and is perfect for people who love hiking.

Animals of New Zealand

People often confuse New Zealand with Australia and think there are many native animals. However there are no
indigenous animals in New Zealand. Animals that are found in the wild today were all originally brought over by
the settlers.

Birds of New Zealand

This is the reason New Zealand is the home of so many flightless birds. With no natural predators around to worry
about, birds were able to evolve differently. This meant less need to fly and they were able to find their niche on
the ground!

Unfortunately for this reason many species are became endangered after the arrival of non-native animals. The
introduction of possums, rats and other rodents left these birds vulnerable and their numbers are sadly dropping.
Luckily many conservational groups are doing all they can to solve this problem.

Kiwi - is the most famous bird of New Zealand. It is probably the most well known symbol of the country, In fact
New Zealanders are affectionately known as 'kiwis'. It is a small, brown flightless bird with a long beak, which it
uses to dig up worms and insects from the soil. It is nocturnal and because of this it is very difficult to see one in
the wild.



Other typical birds are the Kea, a curious mountain bird, the Tui with its beautiful song and the Pukeko amongst
others.

New Zealand Sports

Cricket - is the most popular summer sport in New Zealand. A kiwi tradition is to fill a chilly bin with beers and go
down to the stadium to watch a match. Each match is very long, with test matches lasting up to 5 days! It is very
popular in other commonwealth countries such as Australia, India, Pakistan and England. The New Zealand team
is always competitive but highly inconsistent.

Rugby Union - is by far the country's most popular sport. The national team are known as the All Blacks and are
famous worldwide. They are considered to be the best team in the world though have only won the World Cup
twice (1987 and 2011). Before each match the team perform a 'haka' which is a traditional Maori war dance
intended to intimidate the opposition. As with all sports New Zealand has a bitter rivalry with Australia and every
year they play each other in a series called the Bledisloe shield.

Rugby league - This sport is a variation of rugby and although it is played in very few countries it is highly popular
in New Zealand. New Zealand has a team that plays in the Australian competition and they have a large fan base.
Recently New Zealand won the World Cup for the first time beating arch rivals and favorites, Australia in the final to
many people's disbelief.

Netball - is by far the most female sport in New Zealand and is played by women of all ages. It is an extremely
fast paced and very skilful sport and like cricket it is most popular in the countries of the Commonwealth. Whilst
Australia are the current world champions their intense rivalry with New Zealand has meant that both countries
have held this title in recent years.

The Maori

The Maori are the indigenous people of New Zealand. When the English settlers arrived in the country there was
no conquest as occurred in other parts of the world, instead a treaty was signed between the English and Maori,
which is still recognized and respected to this day. The Maori people have a rich culture and are well know for
their artwork, craftwork, dance and language. These factors are very attractive to tourists and many people visit
Maori villages and shows while they are in the country. Maori tattoos are also very popular, and several celebrities
including singers Robbie Williams and Ben Harper have chosen Maori designs.

http://www.maori.cl/
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English Vocabulary

Nursery Rhymes & Songs

Sing a song of sixpence

Sing a song of sixpence*,
A pocket full of rye*;
Four and twenty* blackbirds
Baked in a pie.

When the pie was opened,
The birds began to sing;
Wasn't that a dainty* dish
To set before the king?

The king was in his counting house,
Counting out his money;
The queen was in the parlour,
Eating bread and honey.

The maid* was in the garden,
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Hanging out the clothes,
There came a little blackbird, 
And snapped off* her nose.

sixpence - a coin

rye - a cereal plant

Four and twenty - 24

dainty - delicately pretty

maid - a servant

snapped off - break off or bite off

Little Miss Muffet

Little Miss Muffet
Sat on a tuffet*,
Eating her curds* and whey*;
Along came a big spider,
Who sat down beside her
And frightened Miss Muffet away.

tuffet - a low seat

curds - the cheesy, acidy substance left on milk

whey - water liquid left when milk goes off

There was an old woman

There was an old woman who lived in a shoe,
She had so many children 
she didn't know what to do;
She gave them some broth* 
without any bread;
She whipped them all soundly and put them to bed.

broth - a thin soup of fish or meat stock

Rock-a-bye baby

Rock-a-bye, baby, on the tree top,
When the wind blows the cradle* will rock;
When the bough* breaks the cradle will fall,
Down will come baby, cradle, and all.

cradle - a babies bed or cot that rocks from side-to-side

bough - a branch of a tree



Three blind mice

Three blind mice.
Three blind mice.
See how they run.
See how they run.
They all ran after the farmer's wife,
Who cut off their tails with a carving knife,
Did you ever see such a sight in your life,
As three blind mice?

blind - cannot see, has no sight

Polly put the kettle on

Polly put the kettle on,
Polly put the kettle on,
Polly put the kettle on,
We'll all have tea.

Sukey take it off again,
Sukey take it off again,
Sukey take it off again,
They've all gone away.

kettle - a utensil used for boiling water in

Humpty Dumpty

Humpty dumpty sat on a wall,
Humpty dumpty had a great fall.
All the king's horses and all the king's men,
Couldn't put Humpty together again.

Peter, Peter, Pumpkin Eater

Peter, Peter, pumpkin eater,
Had a wife and couldn't keep her;
He put her in a pumpkin shell
And there he kept her very well.

Baa, Baa, Black Sheep

Baa, baa, black sheep,
Have you any wool?
Yes, sir, yes, sir
Three bags full;
One for the master,



And one for the dame,
And one for the little boy
Who lives down the lane.

wool - hair from a sheep, goat, etc.

master - a person who has control over people or things

dame - a young woman

lane - a narrow road

One, Two, Three, Four, Five

One, two, three, four, five,
Once I caught a fish alive,
Six, seven, eight, nine, ten,
Then I let it go again.

Why did you let it go?
Because it bit my finger so.
Which finger did it bite?
This little finger on the right.

Jack and Jill

Jack and Jill went up the hill
To fetch a pail of water;
Jack fell down and broke his crown,
And Jill came tumbling after.

Up Jack got, and home did trot,
As fast as he could caper,
To old Dame Dob, who patched his nob.
With vinegar and brown paper.

pail - a bucket

crown - the top of one's head

tumbling - to suddenly fall down end over end

trot - to run slowly

caper - a level that you can no longer pass

nob - your head

Hey Diddle Diddle

Hey diddle diddle,
The cat and the fiddle,
The cow jumped over the moon;
The little dog laughed to see such sport,
And the dish ran away with the spoon.



fiddle - an instrument similar to a violin

This Little Piggy went to the Market

This little piggy went to market,
This little piggy stayed home,
This little piggy had roast beef,
This little piggy had none,
And this little piggy cried,
Wee-wee-wee-wee
All the way home!

Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star

Twinkle*, twinkle, little star
How I wonder what you are!
Up above the world so high,
Like a diamond in the sky.
Twinkle, twinkle, little star,
How I wonder what you are!

twinkle - to shine or sparkle

Oh Where, Oh Where has my Little Dog Gone?

Oh where, oh where has my little dog gone?
Oh where, oh where can he be?
With his ears cut short and his tail cut long,
Oh where, oh where is he?

This is the house that Jack built

This is the house that Jack built.
This is the malt*
That lay in the house that Jack built.

This is the rat,
That ate the malt
That lay in the house
that Jack built.

This is the cat,
That killed the rat,
That ate the malt
That lay in the house that Jack built.

This is the dog,
That worried the cat,



That killed the rat,
That ate the malt
That lay in the house that Jack built.

This is the cow with the crumpled horn*,
That tossed* the dog,
That worried the cat,
That killed the rat,
That ate the malt
That lay in the house that Jack built.

This is the maiden* all forlorn*,
That milked the cow with the crumpled horn,
That tossed the dog,
That worried the cat,
That killed the rat,
That ate the malt,
That lay in the house that Jack built.

This is the man all tattered*and torn,
That kissed the maiden all forlorn,
That milked the cow with the crumpled horn,
That tossed the dog,
That worried the cat,
That killed the rat,
That ate the malt
That lay in the house that Jack built.

This is the priest all shaven* and shorn*,
That married the man all tattered and torn,
That kissed the maiden all forlorn,
That milked the cow with the crumpled horn,
That tossed the dog,
That worried the cat,
That killed the rat,
That ate the malt
That lay in the house that Jack built.

This is the cock that crowed* in the morn,
That woke the priest all shaven and shorn,
That married the man all tattered and torn,
That kissed the maiden all forlorn,
That milked the cow with the crumpled horn,
That tossed the dog,
That worried the cat,
That killed the rat,
That ate the malt
That lay in the house that Jack built.

This is the farmer sowing* his corn,
That kept the cock that crowed in the morn,
That woke the priest all shaven and shorn,
That married the man all tattered and torn,
That kissed the maiden all forlorn,
That milked the cow with the crumpled horn,



That tossed the dog,
That worried the cat,
That killed the rat,
That ate the malt
That lay in the house that Jack built.

malt - a grain similar to wheat

crumpled - crushed, squashed

horn - a growth on an animal's head

maiden - a young unmarried woman

forlorn - sad and lonely

tattered - a piece of material that has been torn

torn - to break or pull something apart

shave - to remove hair from one's body

shorn - to remove or cut

crowed - the loud cry of a bird

morn - morning

sowing - to plant seeds

Little Bo-Peep

Little Bo-Peep has lost her sheep.
And can't tell where to find them;
Leave them alone, and they'll come home,
And bring their tails behind them.

Little Bo-Peep fell fast asleep,
And dreamt she heard them bleating*;
And when she awoke, she found it a joke*,
For they were still all fleeting*.
Then up she took her little crook*,
Determined for to find them;
She found them indeed, but it made her heart bleed*,
For they'd left their tails behind them.

It happened one day, as Bo-Peep did stray*
Into a meadow* hard by,
There she espied* their tails side by side,
All hung on a tree to dry.

She heaved a sigh, and wiped her eye,
Then went o'er* hill and dale*,
And tried what she could, as a shepherdess* should,
To tack to each sheep its tail.

bleating - the sound that sheep make

joke - something said or done that makes people laugh

fleeting - light and fast in running



crook - a stick with a hook at the top

bleed - to loose blood

stray - to move away from a group with no particular destination

meadow - land full of grass

espied - to see

o'er - over

dale - a valley

shepherdess - a woman who looks after sheep (shepherd - masculine)

Hot Cross Buns!

Hot cross buns!
Hot cross buns!
One a penny*, two a penny,
Hot cross bun!
If your daughters do not like them
Give them to your sons;
But if you haven't any of these pretty little elves*
You cannot do better than eat them all yourselves.

penny - a small British coin

elves - a small fairy that plays tricks on people

Pussy Cat, Pussy Cat

Pussy cat, pussy cat, where have you been?
I've been to London to visit the Queen.
Pussy cat, pussy cat, what did you there?
I frightened a little mouse under her chair.

There was an old woman

There was an old woman
Lived under a hill,
And if she's not gone
She lives there still.

Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary

Mary, Mary quite contrary*,
How does your garden grow?
With silver* bells and cockleshells*,
And pretty maids all in a row*.

contrary - opposite in nature



silver - white precious metal

cockleshells - small edible shellfish

row - a tidy line

Ring-a-Ring O'Roses

Ring-a-ring o'roses,
A pocket full of posies*,
A-tishoo! A-tishoo!
We all fall down.

posies - a small bunch of flowers

Three Little Kittens

Three little kittens* they lost their mittens*,
And they began to cry,
Oh, mother dear, we sadly fear
That we have lost our mittens.
What! Lost your mittens, you naughty* kittens!
Then you shall have no pie*.
Meow, meow, meow.
No, you shall have no pie.

The three little kittens they found their mittens,
And they began to cry,
Oh, mother dear, see here, see here,
For we have found our mittens.
Put on your mittens, you silly kittens,
And you shall have some pie.
Purr-r, purr-r, purr-r.
Oh, let us have some pie.

The three little kittens put on their mittens,
And soon ate up the pie;
Oh, mother dear, we greatly fear
That we have soiled* our mittens.
What! Soiled your mittens, you naughty kittens!
Then they began to sigh*,
Meow, meow, meow.
Then they began to sigh.

The three little kittens they washed their mittens,
And hung them out to dry;
Oh! mother dear, do you not hear
That we have washed our mittens?
What! Washed your mittens, then you're good kittens,
But I smell a rat close by.
Meow, meow, meow.
We smell a rat close by.



kittens - baby cats

mittens - a type of glove that covers your four fingers and thumb

naughty - to behave badly

pie - meat or fruit baked in a dish covered with pastry

soiled - to get dirty

sigh - to take a long, deep breath

Wee Willie Winkie

Wee Willie Winkie runs through the town,
Upstairs and downstairs in his nightgown*,
Rapping* at the window, crying through the lock,
Are all the children all in bed, for now it's eight o'clock.

nightgown - a night dress, or dressing gown

rapping - a sharp tapping sound
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English Vocabulary

Parts of a Car
Accelerator: The foot pedal that makes the car go faster.

Battery: Usually near the motor, this provides a supply of energy to the car, especially when the motor isn't
running. Sometimes if you leave your lights on when the motor is off, the battery keeps them on and then
becomes flat (stops working) which makes it difficult to start your car again.

Boot: The enclosed space usually at the back of a car where you can put your bags etc. It is called the Trunk in
the United States.

Bonnet: The metal lid at the front of the car that covers the motor. It is called the Hood in United States.

Brake: The foot pedal you use when you want to make the car go slower or stop it from moving.

Brake light: The red light at the back of the car that indicates the the brake is being used and that the car is
slowing down.

Bumper: The bar at the front and back of the car the helps protects the car when it is hit. It is sometimes called
the Fender in United States.

Clutch: The foot pedal that you use when you want to change gears.

Dashboard: The part in front of the driver that has the controls like the Temperature gauge, Fuel gauge and the
Speedometer.

Door: The way you enter and leave the car. Some cars have two doors but most have four doors.

Exhaust (Pipe): The pipe that takes the waste gases from the motor and lets them go into the air.

Fan belt: The belt that keeps a fan moving that helps keep the motor cool.

Fender: The bar at the front and back of the car the helps protects the car when it is hit. It is called the Bumper in
Britain.

Fuel gauge: A part of the dashboard that lets you know how much gasoline / petrol there is in the petrol tank. It
usually has the letters F for Full and E for Empty.

Handbrake: You usually put the handbrake on when you park your car so that it doesn't move by itself later
(especially down hills). It is usually situated between the driver's seat and the passenger's seat.

Headlight: The lights you turn on so that you can see the road ahead in the dark when you are driving.

Headrest: The top part of the seat where you can rest your head.

Hood: The metal lid at the front of the car that covers the motor. It is called the Bonnet Britain.

Horn: Usually found on the steering wheel, when you press the horn, it makes a sound that other people (in other
cars) can hear.

Hubcap: The metal covering of the middle part of a wheel.

Indicators: The lights that let others know in which direction a car is turning.
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Ignition: You put the key here to start the car.

Number plate: The unique identification numbers and letters for each car. There is usually a number plate at the
front and back of the car.

Radiator: Cools the water of the motor.

Rearview Mirror: The small mirror attached to the middle of your windscreen so that you can see what is behind
your car while you are driving.

Roof-rack: The metal frame on top of a car that is used to support the weight of things you put on top of the roof of
the car.

Seatbelt: The belt that is connected to the seat and you place across your body to help protect you in an accident.

Speedometer: A part of the dashboard that lets the driver know how fast the car is moving.

Steering wheel: The round instrument that the driver uses to make the car go in a certain direction.

Temperature gauge: A part of the dashboard that lets you know the temperature of the engine. If the engine is too
hot, it can be damaged.

Trunk: The enclosed space usually at the back of a car where you can put your bags etc. It is called the Boot in
Britain.

Tyre: (US - Tire) The round rubber part of the wheel.

Wheel: The round parts that connect the car to the road and help the car move.

Windscreen: The big window at the front of the car that the driver looks through as he/she drives.

Windscreen wiper: Clears the rain from the windscreen so that you can see through it.
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English Vocabulary

Phrasal Verbs with GET
Below we have a list of Phrasal verbs that begin with GET and then an explanation of each one with some
examples

Get across

Get along / Get on with

Get around

Get at

Get away

Get down

Get down to

Get on

Get out of

Get over

This is not a complete list. We will add more Phrasal Verbs with GET when we can.

Get across

= to communicate.

= to make someone understand something. (Especially if the details are too difficult to understand or if the
person being explained to understands poorly).

Although I couldn't speak the language, I managed to get my meaning across when necessary.

Your meaning didn't really get across.

He's not very good at getting his idea across.

Get along - Get on with

= to have a good / friendly relationship with someone.

(get on is used more in Britain)

Even though there are six of them sharing the house, they all get on well with each other.

He doesn't get along well with his mother-in-law.
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Our new boss is very easy to get on with.

Get around

1. = to become known. To spread or to circulate. If news or information gets around, people tell other people,
so that soon many people know about it.

It's a small place, so news and gossip get around pretty quickly.

The news of his arrest got around quickly.

News soon got around that Matthew was back in town.

2. = to find a way of avoiding a difficult or unpleasant situation, so that you don't have to deal with it.

There is no way of getting around it - you are going to have to tell her the truth.

Isn't there any way of getting around the regulations?

Get at

1. = to reach, to access to something.

The cupboard is too high for me to get at.

The report is locked in the cabinet and I can't get at them.

2. = to suggest something indirectly, to imply. (used only in the continuous tense)

What exactly are you getting at? (=trying to say, suggest)

Get away

1. = to go away from someone or something

Get away from me!

Get away from that cake!

It was so busy that Francisca couldn't get away from the phone all day.

2. = to escape from someone who is chasing you.

They tried to get away from the police but they weren't quick enough.

3. = to have a holiday.

We hope to get away for a couple of weeks around Christmas.

Get down

1. = to cause someone to be depressed.

This weather is getting me down



Don't let these problems get you down too much.

Get down to

1. = to reach the point of dealing with something.

2. = to begin to work on something seriously. To give serious attention to something.

3. = to finally start doing something, after you have been avoiding it or after something has prevented
you from doing it.

Now, let's get down to business

It's time I got down to some serious work.

Once it is Summer, we will get down to painting the house.

 

Get on

1. = to put yourself on or in something

I get on the bus at 8am every morning.

We got on the train just before it left.

2. = to remind someone to do something; to continue

Your story is taking all day. Get on with it!

Get out of

1. = to avoid something

He always tells his parents he has homework to get out of doing the dishes.

She was lucky to get out of that dangerous situation.

2. = to physically remove yourself from somewhere or something

I got out of bed as soon as my alarm went off.

The police officer told me to get out of the car.

 

Get over

1. = to recover from something or return to your usual state of health or happiness.

I thought he would never get over her illness.

It took her a long time to get over their separation.

He never got over the shock of losing his wife.

2. = to overcome or deal with or gain control of something.



She can't get over her shyness.

Can't get over

1. = to be amazed or surprised by something.

I can't get over how much your kids have grown.
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English Vocabulary

Phrasal Verbs with LOOK
Below we have a list of Phrasal verbs that begin with LOOK and then an explanation of each one with some
examples.

Look after

Look away

Look for

Look into

Look out

Look through

Look up

Look up to

This is not a complete list. We will add more Phrasal Verbs with LOOK when we can.

Look after (someone or something)

1. = to take care of.

2. = to make sure that someone is safe and well.

Make sure you look after yourself. I don't want you to be ill due to this weather.

I have to look after my son tonight.

Look away

1. = to turn your eyes away from someone or something that you were looking at.

The accident was so horrible that I had to look away.

She looked away in embarrassment.

Look for (someone or something)

1. = to search for something or someone.
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2. = to try and find something or someone

Can you help me look for my brother, he was meant to be here 20 minutes ago.

I am looking for my black shirt have you seen it?

Look into

Normally - Look into (something)

1. = to find out more about something in order to improve the situation.

2. = to investigate or examine.

The manager promised to look into my complaint

I will look into this matter and see what I can do about it.

Look out

1. = to be careful.

2. = to avoid imminent danger.

Look out! An angry dog is coming your way.

Look out! There is a broken bottle near your foot.

Look through

1. = to examine something, usually quickly.

I must look through this report to establish the full story.

I will look through my email to see if I can find your request.

Look up

1. = to search for information (usually in a book)

I need to look that word up in the dictionary, I have never heard it before.

I will look up your number when I get to Santiago.

Look up to

1. = to respect or admire someone.

I really look up to my father.

She will always look up to her father as he had such a positive effect on her youth.
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English Vocabulary

Phrasal Verbs with MAKE
Below we have a list of Phrasal verbs that begin with MAKE and then an explanation of each one with some
examples.

Make for (something)

Make (sb/st) into (sb/st)

Make of

Make off

Make off with

Make out

Make (something) out

Make (something) out to be

Make (somebody) out

Make up

Make up for

This is not a complete list. We will add more Phrasal Verbs with MAKE when we can.

Make for (Something)

1. = to move towards something or a place

Make for the hills, a tsunami is approaching!

He made for his apartment a couple of hours ago.

2. = to contribute to, lead to or cause a result or situation.

Shakespeare's writing makes for a difficult read.

His gift of $1,000 will certainly make for a happy birthday.

Both candidates are popular so it should make for an interesting election.

Make (somebody/something) into (somebody/something)

1. = to convert one thing into another thing

http://www.vocabulary.cl
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Advanced/Phrasal_Verbs/MAKE.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Games.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Lists.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/Games.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/StudentListsGames.htm
http://www.vocabulary.cl/useful-resources.htm
http://www.grammar.cl/


His parents made his bedroom into a billiards room once he moved out.

His father said that joining the army would make him into a real man, but he was wrong.

Make (something) out

1. = to just be able to hear, read or see something

He spoke so quietly we could hardly make out what he was saying.

If you can make out the billboard from such a distance you really have excellent vision.

2. = to fill out the details of a document (usually a check)

You can make out the cheque to Woodward Ltd.

Make (something) out to be

1. = to claim; to assert

He makes himself out to be an important artist but his paintings are utter garbage.

I think the critics make that movie out to be more profound than it really is.

Make of

1. = to try to understand and find a reason for something

I don't know what to make of her suddenly unfriendly attitude towards me.

Can you make anything of these ruins?

2. = to think and have an opinion about something

What do you make of the new policy the president signed?

Make off

1. = To hurry away, especially in order to escape

The thieves had to make off in their car when the police arrived.

The pop star made off from the concert before the fans could find him.

Make off with

1. = To steal something and (quickly) take it away.

The looters made off with all the laptops that were in the computer store.



Make out

1. = Manage; fare; deal with. Usually used informally in a question after "How...?"

How did you make out yesterday on the biology test?

How is she making out with the recent death of her mother?

2. = slang for to kiss and grope, though not to have sex.

We were making out in the gym and got caught by the teacher

Make (somebody) out

1. = To understand a person's character

Since she is normally quiet and reserved it is hard to make her out.

Make (something) over to (somebody)

1. = Transfer ownership

The government of Mugabe made all the lands of the whites over to black African farmers.

Make up

1. = the composition of something

The committee was made up of all the regional managers.

2. = combination of qualities that form a part of someone's character

Flexibility and integrity are key elements of her make up.

He is made up of old fashioned values.

3. = to apply make up, rouge, powder, eyeliner, etc. Also to make somebody up

The actors must make themselves up before going on stage.

The stylist made up her eyes that they looked huge for the party.

4. = to invent a story, usually to deceive or entertain

My four year old niece is always making up stories, last week she told me that she and her friends flew to
the moon.

He always makes up wonderful fairytales about distant lands for the children before they go to sleep.

5. = To form or constitute something

It's an interesting neighbourhood because it's made up of an eclectic mix of people from all over the world.

The class is made up of three sections of conversation and two sections of written exercises.

6. = a required number or an amount to complete something



We need two more people to make up a football team.

7. = To prepare a bed (or something) for use

The room is tidy, I just have to make up the bed for you.

8. = To put something together from many different things

Let's make up an Easter basket for your nephew.

9. = To become friendly with someone again, usually after an argument or fight.

After three years without talking to each other, they finally made up.

Make up for

1. = the compensate for something; to replace something lost

I know I ruined your favourite dress but I hope this new one I bought you makes up for it.

What she lacked in experience, she made up for in the way she learns quickly.

She spend two weeks with her family to make up for her year long absence.

Hopefully insurance will make up for the damages from the fire.

This is not the complete list. We will add more Phrasal Verbs with MAKE when we can.
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English Vocabulary

Phrasal Verbs with PUT
Below we have a list of Phrasal verbs that begin with PUT and then an explanation of each one with some
examples.

Put aside

Put away

Put off

Put out

Put through

Put up

Put up with

This is not a complete list. We will add more Phrasal Verbs with PUT when we can.

Put Aside

(to put something aside)

1. = to save (especially money/time)

We have to put some money aside for our holiday.

2. = to reserve something for a customer to collect later.

Don't worry, we will put it aside for you until you come back tomorrow.

3. = to ignore or forget something.

They decided to put aside their differences.

Put away

(to put something away)

1. = to store, to tidy. to put something in a box, drawer etc because you have finished using it.

Please put your toys away now children.

I'm going to put the car away. (= in the garage).

2. = to save money to spend later.
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He put some money away every month for his retirement.

3. = to put somebody into prison. (informal)

He was put away for 15 years for armed robbery.

Put off

(to put something off)

1. = to postpone. To leave or delay something for another time in the future.

2. = to decide to do something later than when you planned to do it.

They put off the meeting until next Friday.

We can't put his off until tomorrow. It needs to be ready today.

I really should go to the dentist but I keep putting it off.

Put out

1. (to put something out) = to extinguish, to stop something from burning.

The firemen managed to put out the fire very quickly.

He put out his cigarette before getting on the bus.

Put through

1. (to put someone through) = to connect somebody by telephone.

Could you put me through to the manager please?

2. (to put someone through something) = to make someone experience something very difficult or
unpleasant.

You have put your family through a lot recently. (= you have made them suffer)

The applicants were put through an exhausting set of tests.

Put up

1. (to put somebody up) = provide food and accommodation for someone in your home.

Don't worry, we can put you up for the night.

My sister will put me up while I am in Auckland.

Put up with

1. = to tolerate. (to tolerate is more formal than to put up with)



2. = to accept an annoying situation or behaviour.

I can't put with the noise any more. (=I can't tolerate the noise any more)

We had to put up with their children when they visited us. (because they were very disruptive and naughty)

This is not a complete list. We will add more Phrasal Verbs with PUT when we can.
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Phrasal Verbs with TAKE

English Vocabulary

Below we have a list of Phrasal verbs that begin with TAKE and then an explanation of each one with some
examples.

Take after (somebody)

Take apart

Take back

Take down

Take in

Take off

Take on

Take out

Take over

Take up

This is not a complete list. We will add more Phrasal Verbs with TAKE when we can.

Take after (somebody)

(to resemble somebody else, usually a family member)

Mark is so hot-headed. He takes after his father.

Take apart

(to disassemble something)

He took his laptop apart to see if he could fix its problem.

Take back

(to admit wrongdoing)

You're right - I take back what I said, it was totally inappropriate.

Take down

(to dismantle)

It's time to take down the Christmas tree until next year.

Take (somebody) in

(to allow someone to stay in your house)

They took in the refugees while they found a more permanent place to stay.
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(to be deceived or swindled)

She was taken in by all his lies.

Take (something) in

(to observe something)

They took in every detail to tell their friends about it later.

(to make a piece of clothing narrower or tighter)

She had lost weight so the dress had to be taken in more at the waist.

Take off

(to leave the ground and fly)

The plane was able to take off once the runway was clear.

When does the plane take off?

(to become popular or successful)

That new song by Samantha Star has really taken off in the charts.

(to leave a place quickly - colloquial)

Sorry, but I have to take off now since my partner is waiting for me at the restaurant.

Take on

(to hire/employ)

The department store took on more staff over the busy Christmas period.

Take out

(to remove)

The robber took out his gun and shot the guard in the bank.

He took the onion out of the sandwich because he doesn't like it.

(to go on a date with someone)

Where is he taking you out? - We're going to that new restaurant on Woodward street.

Take over

(to take control of something)

Fabio Capello has taken over as the new manager of the football team.

Take up

(to begin a sport, hobby or a challenge)

He took up karate at a young age and is now an expert.



(to fill space)

That sofa takes up a lot of space in the living room.

This is not the complete list. We will add more Phrasal Verbs with TAKE when we can.
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Listening - Student Conversations

TOEFL iBT Test - English Vocabulary

In the TOEFL exam you will often hear conversations between two students about something related to campus
life. In the iBT version of TOEFL, these conversations not only appear in the listening section but also as a part of
the integrated questions of the Speaking Section.
Since these conversations are in a more informal style (compared to the more correct style in academic lectures),
you need to know a lot of vocabulary that is more relaxed and natural, as would appear in real life. Notice how
some of the expressions are idiomatic.

Here are some of the most common words and phrases that may appear in the conversations:

Ace (verb): to receive the top grade of an A on a test or course
- I totally aced the test.

All-nighter (noun): a study session that lasts all night (or most of it)
- I think we'll have to do an all-nighter if we want to be ready for the exam on Thursday

Assignment (noun): work or task that a professor gives that has to be done as a requirement for the class. They
normally have to be completed outside of the class.
- Have you done the assignment yet? I haven't even started it.

Attendance (noun): the students (or people) present
- It doesn't matter if you miss class tomorrow since the professor doesn't take attendance.

Be behind (verb): to be late or behind schedule and with a lot of work you still have to do
- I can't go to the party because I'm behind in my chemistry class and need to study.

Be kidding (verb): To not be serious; to be joking
- You must be kidding! How am I supposed to get those three assignments finished by tomorrow? I thought they
weren't due until next week.

Borrow (verb): to ask for something temporarily and which you will return
- Can I borrow your notes from the class today?

Bring up (verb): to improve your grades.
- If you want to bring up your grades, you will have to study a lot more.

Catch up (verb): to bring your work up to date when you were behind
- Finally, after a weekend of non-stop study, I have caught up with all of my assignments.

Cheat (verb): to act dishonestly, especially in a test or exam.
- He was caught cheating in the exam so got a zero for his score

Check out (verb): to borrow books from the library
- I can't check out the books because I forgot my library card.

Come top of your class (verb): to be the best student in your class.
- I was the top of my class in history last semester though not this one.

Cram (verb): to study a lot at the last minute, especially for an exam
- I have to cram for tomorrow's test. I had completely forgotten about it.
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Cut class (verb): to intentionally be absent from class, usually without an excuse
- It was such a nice day that we cut class and went to the beach instead.

Dorm (noun): an abbreviation for dormitory. The place where you live on campus, often in a shared room and
living area.
- I was too tired to go to football practice and went straight to my dorm to rest.

Draft (noun): a preliminary (or rough) copy of a written document.
- My draft took me a long time to complete but now it will be easy to make a good copy of it.

Drop (verb): to withdraw from a course or class
- My workload was too much so I had to drop a course early in the term.

Drop out (verb): to withdraw from a college or university
- He didn't have enough money to pay tuition so he had to drop out of the university.

Due (adjective): expected on a certain date
- The assignment is due next Friday.

Enroll (verb): to register for a course or a university program
- I have decided to enroll in a photography course.

Essay (noun): a short written composition that contains a personal opinion about a subject
- I handed in my essay to the professor but I think I have forgotten to put my name on it.

Exam (noun): abbreviation for examination, an evaluation to test the knowledge of a student
- We have an exam tomorrow though I don't have any time to study for it.

Expel (verb): to dismiss from school, usually after having done something very wrong or illegal.
- He was expelled from the university for having stolen some of the laboratory equipment.

Extension (noun): additional time giving to complete an activity
- I'm glad the professor gave us an extension to complete the group project. We were nowhere near finished.

Fail (verb): to not pass or not achieve an acceptable grade or mark
- It is your own fault that you failed. You should have studied more.

Fee (noun): a charge for services
- I see they have increased the fees for using the gym this semester.

Field trip (noun): a trip for observation and education outside of the campus
- We went on a field trip yesterday to see the effects of deforestation and erosion near a local park.

Figure out (verb): to try and understand something by thinking about it
- I can't figure out why I got such a low grade in the exam.

Fill-in-the-blank (adjective): a style of question in a test where part of a sentence has a part missing which a
student must fill with the correct word(s).
- I usually find fill-the-blank questions hard because if I don't know an answer, it is difficult to guess it.

Fill out (verb): to complete a form or application
- You'll need to fill out this form before we can give you the library card.

Final (exam) (noun): the last examination of a course.
- Everyone is nervous because the final exam is next week.

Get behind (verb): to be late or off schedule
- I've been getting behind in my classes because instead of studying, I have been playing video games.



G.P.A (noun): abbreviation for Grade Point Average, a scale of (usually) 0-4 on which grades are calculated
- If a student's G.PA falls below 2.0, then they will be put on probation.

Grades (noun): a number or letter indicating a student's level or performance
- This year I have been getting good grades.

Group Project (noun): an assignment to be completed by three or more students
- The professor gave a group project to be done by next Friday.

Hand back (verb): to return an assignment, essay or other piece of work.
- The professor handed back out essays and only a few were happy with the grade they got.

Handout (noun): sheets of paper provided by a teacher containing notes, activities or exercises for the class
- The professor gave us a handout containing a list of the most common spelling mistakes in English.

Hit the books (verb): to study very hard
- We had better hit the books tonight to get ready for the exam tomorrow.

Homework (noun): schoolwork done at home or outside of class
- I have so much homework to do tonight that I don't know where to start.

Keep grades up (verb): to maintain a good grade point average
- My parents said that if I kept my grades up, they would reward me with a new bike.

Lab (noun): abbreviation for laboratory, a classroom equipped for experiments or research
- I need to find a partner for my biology lab.

Learn by heart (verb): to memorize something so that you don't have to read it
- We had to learn a poem by heart and recite it in front of the class.

Lecture (noun): a presentation for a class, delivered by a professor
- The professor gave such a boring lecture that half the class fell asleep during it.

Midterm (noun): an exam that is given in the middle of the term
- I only got a B on my midterm in physics

Miss class (verb): to be absent from class
- I missed class yesterday because I had a dentist appointment.

Mock exam (noun): a practice exam usually taken before a real one.
- I passed the mock exam so I think I'll do well in the real thing.

Multiple-choice test (noun): a test with questions that provide (often 4) different possible answers to choose from
- I always find multiple-choice tests easy to do. If I don't know an answer, I just guess.

Notes (noun): a brief written record of a lecture to help students remember the important points of it.
- I couldn't go to the class so I borrowed my classmate's notes.

On probation (prep. phrase): experiencing a trial period to try and improve grades before disciplinary action
happens
- I told you that if you didn't stop skipping classes that you'd get put on probation.

On reserve (prep. phrase): kept in a special place at the library and usually only for use there.
- Dr. Woodward always puts the books on reserve for his students.

Open-book test (noun): a test in which students may consult their books or notes during it
- I'm glad it's an open-book test since I can't remember much of what has been taught this term.

Paper (noun): a research report



- I'm having difficulty writing this paper about the love life of the Siberian Hedgehog.

Pass (an exam) with flying colors (verb): to do well in an exam with a very good grade
- I passed the test with flying colors.

Pop quiz (noun): a quiz that is given without notice
- Okay students, clear your desks. Yes, we're going to have a pop quiz.

Presentation (noun): a lecture, speech or demonstration in front of a class
- I had to give a presentation in my sociology class on the effects of giving alcohol to sophomore students in the
morning instead of coffee.

Project (noun): an assignment that often involves the application of knowledge obtained from 
class/study.
- The project the professor gave us was to create an application that would translate spoken English into another
language.

Quiz (noun): a short evaluation
- I finished the quiz in less than 20 minutes and still good a good grade.

Report (noun): a written or oral presentation of the results or research or an experiment
- We each had to write a report on the experiment we had been working on the last two weeks.

Research (noun): investigation or study
- Dr. Forgotit gave a lecture on his research about the decline of memory due to technology.

Review session (noun): a study meeting to review material before a test
- I'm glad we have a review session tomorrow with the professor. I really think I need it.

Roommate (noun): the person who you share a room with it
- I wish my roommate would stop snoring. I'm not getting much sleep.

Schedule (noun): a list of courses with days, times and locations
- According to my schedule, it looks I'll have Friday afternoons free this term.

Sign up (verb): to enroll (in a class)
- Not many students signed up for the seminar so it was cancelled.

Skip class (verb): to purposely be absent from a class
- I don't think you should skip any more classes. You're getting behind in your work.

Spring break (noun): a short vacation, normally for one week, in the middle of the spring semester
- I can't wait for spring break. We're going to spend it in Mexico.

Student loan (noun): money borrowed to pay for tuition
- I'm finding it difficult to pay back my student loan.

Studies (noun): research investigations
- Recent studies have shown that it is best to rest the night before an exam than spend it trying to do a last minute
cramming session.

Term (noun): a period of time when the school is in session, usually a quarter or semester
- This term looks to be an good one for me. I have all of my favorite professors in the classes.

Test (noun): an evaluation that is worth more points than a quiz and less points than an exam.
- Don't worry, I know you will do well in the test tomorrow.

Turn in (verb): to submit an assignment



- I turned in my assignment a day before it was due.

Tutor (noun): a private instructor, often another higher level student
- I have a tutor helping me improve my essay writing skills.
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United States
The United States of America us also known as: the United States, the U.S., the U.S. of A, USA, America, and the
States. Its citizens are called Americans.

The U.S. is comprised of 50 states, as well as several territories (Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the U.S.
Virgin Islands, and other small islands). The population of the country (excluding territories) is approximately
310,715,000.

The U.S. is so large that it includes many different climates, weather conditions, such as tornados, hurricanes,
drought, thunder storms, hail, and more. There are also many diverse landscapes including forests, desert,
canyons, mountains, and volcanos.

The People

The only thing more diverse than the landscape is the people. The U.S. is known as a mixture of people from all
over the world. Everyone in the U.S. has ancestors that immigrated to the country (except Native Americans).
Many people's roots are in Europe and Africa, but also Asia and South and Central America. Even though
Americans come from all over the world, there can still be racism and prejudice against immigrants and minorities
alike.

Government

The United States is a democracy with a system of "checks and balances" to prevent any one group from having
too much power. There is an elected President, the Congress made up of the Senate and the House of
Representatives (all elected), and the Supreme Court comprised of 9 politically appointed judges that serve for
life. There are also three levels of government: federal, state, and local.

The White House is the official residence and principal workplace of the President of the United States.

A brief history of how the country began

While the territory was originally inhabited by Native Americans, the country is considered to be "founded" by
British pilgrims seeking religious freedom in what was known as the "New World" (i.e. modern day U.S. and
Canada). The first successful English settlements were Jamestown in 1607 and Plymouth Colony in 1620.

As the colonies grew and developed, the inhabitants became discontent being under British rule. They were
subject to paying Brtisih taxes, but they didn't have representation in the British Parliament. The tension led to the
American Revolution (1775-1781). It was during this time that the colonies united and drafted the Declaration of
Independence, which was issued on July 4, 1776. This day is now recognized as America's Independence Day,
although actual independence wasn't achieved until much later.

Soon after independence, the country began to expand westwards, aquiring territories from France, Spain,
Britain, and Mexico. Expansion also meant the displacement of the Native Americans who had lived on that land
for hundreds of years.

In 1861, Civil War broke out between the northern and southern halves of the country. The war started because of
tensions between the abolitionist (anti-slavery) North and pro-slavery South, as well as disputes over the
relationship between federal and state governments. The southern states seceded from The Union (as the entire
country was called) and formed The Confederate States of America. Abraham Lincoln, the president recently
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elected before the secession, wrote the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, granting freedom to nearly four
million slaves in the Confederacy and giving them legal rights. The South surrendered two years later, thus uniting
the country again.

After the Civil War, there followed many important events that helped to shape the U.S. into the country it is today:
World War I, the Great Depression, World War II, the Cold War, and the more current conflicts in the Middle East.

American Icons

The bald eagle - It is the national bird, and it represents freedom, power, and security.

George Washington -The first president. He took office in 1789.

Statue of Liberty - A gift from France, this statue represents Libertas, the Roman goddess of freedom. It was the
first thing immigrants arriving to America in the 19th and 20th centuries saw after traveling for weeks across the
Atlantic Ocean.

American flag - The flag has 13 red and white alternating stripes representing the thirteen original colonies and
50 white stars on a blue background representing each state.

"The American Dream"  – the national belief that freedom provides the possibility of prosperity and success.
Many immigrants have come to the U.S. seeking the American Dream, which has often been represented in home
ownership.

Thomas Edison - An American inventor and scientist who developed the phonograph, the motion picture camera,
and the light bulb amongst other things.

Orville and Wilbur Wright - The brothers who are credited with building the first successful airplane and making
the first flight.

Andy Warhol - famous artist who helped develop the visual art style known as Pop Art in the 1960s. He's well-
known for his painting of the Campbell's soup cans.

Places

New York City (NYC) - Home to Wall Street, bagels, Broadway, and the Statue of Liberty, New York is the largest
American city with 22.2 million people. It is also one of the most ethnically diverse cities—around 800 languages
are spoken there. From 1785 to 1790, it served as the capital.

Las Vegas – Also known as "Sin City", this is the city in Nevada is where you can always lose money, although
many hope to win a fortune gambling in its famous Casinos here. Las Vegas is home to many show girls, the
women who dance alluringly to just about any music. It is also the setting for the hilarious movie "The Hangover,"
as well as numerous other American films. And remember... what happens in Vegas stays in Vegas!

Disney World - The Magic Kingdom in Orlando, Florida where Walt Disney's animated characters come to life. It
truly is a special place, especially for children, but it also costs an arm and a leg to go there. Some think it's a
typical tourist trap.

The Grand Canyon – This is exactly what it sounds like: a very large canyon located in Arizona.

The Movies

The world's first commercial motion picture exhibition was given in New York in 1894 and since the beginning of
the 20th century, the US film industry has mostly been based in Hollywood.

Hollywood, California - A neighborhood in Los Angeles that is also known as Tinseltown because it shone with



movie stars who worked at the important movie studios based there. However, much of the movie industry has
since spread out into the surrounding Los Angeles area.

Marilyn Monroe - Originally named Norma Jean Baker, she's the blonde bombshell that became famous in the
1950's for her curves and sex appeal.

John Wayne - Known also as "The Duke" Marion Morrison became a famous Western movie actor in Hollywood.
He epitomized masculinity and ruggedness. His walk and talk were his trademarks.

Humphrey Bogart - Another classic Hollywood actor, he was known for his dramatic films. He starred in
"Casablanca," and said his famous line "Here's looking at you, kid."

Fred Astaire - A trained tap dancer, he made his mark dancing (and sometimes singing) in all of his films. He
initially made many films with his dance partner Ginger Rogers.

Walt Disney - a pioneer of animated film and movies and the creator of many well-known fictional characters like
Mickey Mouse.

Holidays

Thanksgiving - A holiday on the fourth (but not final) Thursday of November.This holiday comes from the
celebration of the first harvest the pilgrims had in the New World. It was only with the help of the Native Americans
that the pilgrims were able to successfully cultivate the land. So to celebrate, the Native Americans and pilgrims
gathered together to give thanks for the bountiful harvest.

The modern celebration of Thanksgiving includes gathering as a family to eat autumnal foods: turkey, mashed
potatoes and gravy, cranberry sauce, stuffing, sweet potatoes, sweet corn, and pumpkin pie. To prepare this feast,
many people spend at least a whole day slaving away in the kitchen. After the meal, many people take naps
because they just ate copious amounts of food. This day is also famous for stuffing your face until you are
completely full, which is why many people wear pants with elastic waistbands so that their pants don't restrict their
expanding tummies as they fill themselves with food. There are usually parades and football games on this day,
too.

The Fourth of July - Considered America's independence day, the Fourth of July is a holiday during which people
gather with their families for barbecues and then to see fireworks at night. During this time, many people wear red,
white, and blue (the colors of the American flag), and sing national songs.

Sport

Popular sports include baseball, basketball, and football. These are the three main sports that youths play at
school and college. They are also the sports most watched at the colegiate and professional levels. While soccer
(known as football to the rest of the world) is not nationally popular, it is increasing in popularity.

Super Bowl Sunday - This day has the most-watched sporting event of the year: the final game between 2
professional football teams to decide the year's champion. People often have Super Bowl parties to watch the
game together.

Music

Being a large and culturally diverse country, American music reflects that. Historically famous genres include jazz,
blues, rock and roll, country, folk, funk, and grunge. Over the last decade, American music has been dominated by
rap and hip-hop.

Famous American Musicians

Elvis Presley - A musician and actor known as "The King of Rock and Roll."



Frank Sinatra - A musician known as "Old Blue Eyes."

Michael Jackson - A musician known as "The King of Pop."

Bob Dylan - A singer-songwriter whose music became anthems for the Civil Rights and Anti-War movements in
the 1960s.

Jimi Hendrix - A 1960s musician famous for being a great electric guitarist. His rendition of the National Anthem is
still played today.

James Brown - A musician known as "The Godfather of Soul."

Madonna - If you don't know who she is, you must not have been listening to music for the past 30 years (ouch...
has it been that long?).

Britney Spears - The once-promising teen star whose life and career spiraled out of control. As of the posting of
this information, she is still considered crazy but a well-loved crazy pop star.

Kurt Cobain - He was the lead singer of Nirvana and a pioneer of grunge music.

Famous American writers

Famous American writers that are really worth reading include Henry David Thoreau, Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel
Hawthrone, Emily Dickinson, Mark Twain, William Faulkner, Ernest Hemingway, Walt Whitman, and Toni Morrison.

Typical American Food

Americans love food! Some typical foods that are considered part of American gastronomy are apple pie, fried
chicken, pizza, hot dogs, hamburgers, mashed potatoes, barbecue (especially ribs and wings), crab cakes,
chocolate chip cookies, tacos, pasta and french fries. However, Americans also eat fruits and vegetables, although
they often come in cans or are pre-packaged. They also tend to eat out at restaurants and fast-food chains, or buy
pre-packaged foods, such as the microwaveable meal.

Apple Pie - Considered a cultural icon of America

Hot dogs - Basically a sausage in a long bun often garnished with mustard, ketchup and/or onions. These are
often sold in carts on the street as a quick snack and can also be bought at stadiums.

McDonald's - The original fast food chain we all love or hate began in 1940.

Coca-Cola - The carbonated drink that originally included cocaine (no, not anymore) and was intended to be used
as a medicine. Its name and brand is one of the most recognized around the world.

Language

American English actually incorporates many words from other languages. Examples: rodeo (Spanish), cookie
and stoop (Dutch), and levee and prairie (French). However, most American words are the same as those used in
British English.
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Workshop Tools
There are hundreds of tools used in a workshop. Saws are some of the most common. A circular saw is attached
to a table and spins round in a circle. It is used to cut large sheets of wood. A hacksaw is a saw with a small long
blade attached to metal, used to saw smaller pieces of wood. A small version of this is a handsaw. A jigsaw is a
handheld machine which has a blade which juts out of it and vibrates in and out. It is faster than a hacksaw and
can go round corners easily. A power saw is a generic name given to any type of saw which is electric. They are
easier to use than normal saws, and faster.

A drill is an electric tool that spins round and is used to make holes in material so that a screw can be put in. A
hand drill is an old fashioned drill which isn't electric. You have to wind a handle to make the drill move round. A
drill bit is used to screw in the screw, and there are different types and sizes to fit different screws. One type is a
Phillips screw, which only has one groove in it instead of two. A screwdriver can be used as well, which is a
non-electric version of a drill and drill bit.

Instead of a drill a nail can be used instead. It doesn't have spiral grooves round the long section and a hammer
is used to bang it into the wood. Alternatively, glue can be used to stick two things together, normally wood, which
is a material made from trees. Once you have applied the glue and stuck the pieces together you have to use a
clamp to hold it together until it can dry.

Some tools which are used to measure things are a measuring tape, which is a long flexible ruler which winds
back into a metal case. A spirit level measures the angle of something, so you can make sure it is completely
vertical or horizontal. A square is a tool which is used to make sure something is at right angles to a straight edge.
If you want to make a groove in a piece of wood then you use a chisel and to make the wood smooth afterwards
you would use a file, which is a long metal tool with a rough edge. A mallet is a rubber hammer which is used to
bang delicate objects which would break if you used a normal hammer. A nut is another type of screw which goes
through wood or metal and comes out the other side. A washer and bolt are then attached to it, using a monkey
wrench or a spanner.

If you use electrical tools then the cord on it might not be long enough, so you would need an extension cord.
Electricity can be dangerous and to stop you from electrocuting yourself if you cut through the cord then you need
a grounding plug. Inside it is a fuse which will break as soon as you cut through it, cutting off the electricity
immediately. If you did cut through the cord you would need to connect it together again, winding electrical tape
around the connection to stop the wires inside from poking out. Some electric tools you might use are power
sanders, which vibrate pieces of sandpaper. Sandpaper is paper which has pieces of sand glued to it which you
rub against a piece of wood to make it smooth. Once it is smooth you might paint it to make it a different colour.
You would apply the paint with a paintbrush but you might need to remove old paint first, using paint thinner to
dissolve it. If you had a large area to paint you might use a roller, which is a sponge that spins round when you
push it in order to cover large areas of material.

In order to keep your electric tools working well you would need to put oil on the moving parts, which would
stopping them from rubbing into each other. Make sure you use work gloves, to stop the oil from getting onto your
hands. If you wanted to dig a hole you would use a spade and then a shovel, to move the soil.

You would keep all your tools together in a box called a toolbox. The table you used in the workshop is called a
work table, and you might carry around material in a wheelbarrow. If you wanted to get to you tools easily you
might attach them to a pegboard which is a sheet of wood screwed to the wall. It has hundreds of holes drilled into
it which you can then stick pegs into, which are bent peices of metal that you can hook tools onto. If you couldn't
reach the tools at the top you would use a step ladder, which is a small metal set of vertical steps, used to get up
to a metre higher. If you wanted to get any higher you would have to use a ladder, which is similar to a step ladder
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but much bigger. Some other tools that you might hang onto your peg board include a plane, which is a handheld
tool that skims off any pieces of wood that are jutting out at a join, or pliers, which is a tool that is used to grip onto
a small piece of metal. A hatchet is a small axe used to cut small trees, and any leaves which fell on the ground
during this could be gathered up using a rake. A Stanley knife is a knife that is used to cut through material like
thin wood or paper.
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