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CHAPTER ONE

Royal Oak, Michigan, is an ordinary town in the middle of
America. People like to live there because it is quiet, clean and
safe. But on that summer night something terrible was happening
in a comfortable house on Alden Drive.

Johnny Casteleone looked at the two men who were holding
his wife down onto the floor, then he looked up at his old friend,
Pauley Cutrone. 'Don't hurt Darlene,'Johnny said. 'She doesn't
know anything.'

'She knows you,' said Pauley. 'And that's bad enough.'
Johnny tried to get up off the floor, but couldn't. Pauley and

the other man who held him were too strong.
'Why are you doing this, Pauley?' asked Johnny. 'We were

friends.'
Pauley hit him hard on the mouth. 'Yeah, we were friends,'

he said. 'That's why Mr Canelli is angry. You talked. You were
a witness against us. You told the police everything. You know
the rule about that.'

There was a knife in Pauley's hand. Johnny knew the rule -
if you were in the Mafia* and you talked, you died.

'Just do it quickly,' said Johnny.
'Okay,' said Pauley with a terrible smile. 'But first, open your

mouth. I need your tongue. Mr Canelli wants to see if it will
talk without you.'

Pauley pulled Johnny's teeth open and took his tongue in his
fingers. He didn't see The Man in Black come into the room
behind him. He never saw the hand that killed him - he just fell
over dead, his neck broken. The other criminals looked up in

* The Mafia is a secret group of criminals. The first Mafia was in Sicily. It
then went to the USA. There are now many Mafias in different countries all
over the world.



surprise, but before they could do anything, The Man in Black
was on them. He held a gun but he didn't use it; his hands were
his •weapons. Seconds later, they were dead too.

The Man in Black looked at Johnny and Darlene. He was tall
and strong but his eyes were as cold as ice. 'Wait here,' he said
and went out the door. A minute later he returned. Over each
shoulder he carried a dead body — one was a man, the other was
a •woman.

'Who are they?' asked Darlene.
'You,' said The Man in Black. 'Johnny Casteleone and Darlene

are dead. Now put your clothes on them. Take off your rings
and watches and put them on the bodies too. The police will
think that you fought the criminals and that you all died at the
same time.'

Johnny and Darlene hurried to do what he told them.
The Man in Black took a telephone out of his pocket. 'Hello,

police?' he said. There's been a murder at 2322 Alden Drive,
Royal Oak. Hurry.'

When Johnny and Darlene finished dressing the bodies with
their clothes, The Man in Black said, 'Outside. Let's go.'

Johnny and Darlene hurried toward the door. The Man in
Black took something out of his pocket and threw it in the corner
of the room. There was an explosion and then the house was
burning.

They got in a car. The Man in Black drove quickly. 'You
made a mistake, Johnny,' he said. 'You went to a restaurant in
your old neighborhood. That was stupid.'

'Yeah, I went to Gennaro's.'
'What, Johnny?' said Darlene. 'You went back to Gennaro's.

That was really stupid!'
'Okay, I was stupid. I'm sorry. I like the food there.'
'Yeah, but Canelli saw you there,' said The Man in Black.

His eyes were angry. 'Next time you make a mistake, you're
dead. Understand?'

'Yeah, yeah, I understand,' said Johnny.

The Man in Black looked at Johnny and Darlene. He was tall
and strong but his eyes were as cold as ice.



The Man in Black stopped the car by a river.
'Out,' he said.
They all got out and The Man in Black pushed the car into

the river. It disappeared under the water.
Another car stopped and three men got out and started walking

toward them.
'Who are these guys?' asked Johnny.
'They're police,' said The Man in Black. 'They work for

Witness Protection - we call it WIT SEC. They'll give you
and Darlene new names and a new house. Just don't make any
more stupid mistakes, okay?' He turned and walked away.

'Hey!' Johnny called after him. 'I want to thank you. If you
ever need anything, you come and see me.'

The Man in Black never looked back. One of the WIT SEC
men put his hand on Johnny's shoulder and said, 'Smile, Johnny.
He just erased you.'

CHAPTER TWO

The Man in Black walked into an office building in Washington,
D.C. It was an ordinary-looking building but inside it were the
WIT SEC offices. The Man in Black's name was John Krueger,
but most of the people who worked at WIT SEC called
him Eraser. A big, friendly-looking man working at a desk
looked up at Eraser and said, 'I heard you had a busy night last
night.'

Eraser smiled. His friend's name was Robert Deguerin but
people called him Samaritan. He was older than Eraser and he
once taught Eraser how tobeaWITSEC man.

'Yeah,' said Eraser. 'A witness did something stupid and I had
to erase him.'

'I heard that you stole two bodies from the hospital. Do you
think that was wise?'

'It's something you taught me. Remember?'

Samaritan laughed. 'Yeah. I was a good teacher. Oh, Beller
wants to see you.'

'About those bodies?'
'No,' said Samaritan. 'I didn't tell him about that.'
'Thanks,' said Eraser. Til go see him now.'

Arthur Beller did not know how to shoot a gun, yet he was the
most important man at WIT SEC - he was the boss. When
Eraser walked into his office, Beller handed him a photograph
of a beautiful young woman.

'Take a look at your new witness,' said Beller.
'Who is she?' asked Eraser.
'Her name is Lee Cullen. She works at the Cyrex Corporation.'
'Cyrex?' asked Eraser. 'They make weapons, don't they?'
'Yes,' said Beller. 'They make new and dangerous weapons

for the United States government and only for the United States
government. But someone at Cyrex is selling weapons to other
people.'

'To what people? In another country?'
'We don't know,' Beller answered. 'Maybe another country,

maybe the Mafia. We do know that it's treason. Miss Cullen is
the witness. She's going to give evidence against her boss and
against important men in the government. People will try to stop
her.'

'Where is she now?'
'At the Cyrex building.'
Eraser looked surprised. 'At the Cyrex building? Isn't that

dangerous?'
'Yes, but the FBI wants her to get more evidence before we

move her out.'
Eraser looked at the photograph again. At the bottom it said,

'WITNESS 415. ERASE.'
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'Who is she?' asked Eraser.
'Her name is Lee Cullen. She works at the Cyrex Corporation.'

CHAPTER THREE

Lee Cullen sat at her desk in the Cyrex building and pinned a
flower to her blouse. Inside the flower there was a very small
television camera.

Outside the Cyrex building two FBI men, Button and
Gorman, sat in a van looking at a television. Suddenly a picture
appeared and they could see inside Lee's office.

'We're on,' said Button.
Lee picked up her purse then got up from her desk and walked

out of her office. She got on an elevator and went to the Cyrex
Computer Center. A guard standing outside the Center smiled
at her.

'I'm going to Station C,' Lee said. Til only be about ten minutes.'
'Okay, Miss Cullen,' the guard answered.
She went into the Computer Center, but instead of going to

Station C, she pushed open a door that said, 'STAY OUT'.
Inside was a computer full of secret information; information
that the FBI wanted.

Lee took two computer disks out of her purse. She put one
into the computer. A few minutes later, the computer's secret
information was on that disk. Then she put the other disk into
the computer. Soon the secret information was on that disk too.
She put the disks back in her purse and left.

'Mr Bonahue's office called,' said the guard outside the Com-
puter Center. 'He wants to see you.'

Lee felt suddenly afraid. 'Tell him I'll be there in a few minutes.'
'He wants to see you now, Miss Cullen.'

At the Cyrex Corporation, William Bonahue was the boss, but
he was not a nice man. He never forgot that his business was
making weapons that killed people.

When Lee walked into his office she knew that he was angry.
'What is it, William?' she asked.
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Donahue turned on a television. It showed Lee walking into

the room that said, 'STAY OUT'.
'Why did you go into the secret computer room?' Donahue

asked. 'Who are you working for?'
'I think we're both working for the American government.

They buy all of our weapons,' Lee answered.
'Yeah? And what if the government won't buy our weapons?

Then I have to find someone who will buy them or you don't
have a job,' said Donahue.

'That's treason, William,' said Lee. 'I didn't know you were
a criminal.'

'Well, now you do,' said Donahue. 'That's the business we're
in.' He noticed the flower pinned to Lee's blouse. 'You don't
usually wear a flower,' he said and pulled it offher blouse. 'What's
this?'

'It's a television camera, William. I'm working for the FBI.
They heard everything you just said.'

Donahue looked frightened. 'Why did you do this to me?' he
asked. He took a gun out of his desk and pointed it at her. 'Do
you think the FBI can keep you safe, Lee?'

But he didn't shoot Lee. Instead, he put the gun into his mouth
and fired. The bullet went through his head and broke the office
window. Donahue fell to the floor, dead.

Suddenly people were running into the office. Nobody noticed
Lee leave. She got on the elevator, rode it to the first floor, then
•walked toward the door.

'No one can leave, Miss Cullen,' said a guard near the door.
Lee pushed past him and ran to the sidewalk outside. The

guard ran after her. 'Wait! Stop!' he called.
Lee ran as fast as she could but the guard -was faster and he

came closer and closer. Suddenly a van stopped in front of Lee,
the door opened and Gorman and Dutton pulled her inside. The
guard watched the van drive off.

CHAPTER FOUR

Dutton and Gorman drove Lee to a small office where she met
another FBI man. His name was Sol Leiman and it was his job
to get evidence. He was a serious man who didn't smile much.
In his hand he held one of Lee's computer disks. He didn't know
that the other one was still in Lee's purse.

'Tell me what happened again, Miss Cullen,' he said.
'Wait,' said Lee angrily. 'Donahue almost killed me just now

and you didn't try to stop him. Where were you? Where was
the FBI? Why didn't you protect me?'

Eraser walked into the office.
'This is John Krueger,' said Leiman. 'He's a Witness Protection

man. He'll protect you and give you a new name.'
'I'm not changing my name,' said Lee.
'You're in danger,' said Eraser. 'The Mafia will try to kill you

before you can give your evidence.'
Lee was still angry. 'Nobody told me that. You have all the

evidence you need on that computer disk. I'm going home.'
She walked out of the office. None of the men tried to stop

her.
'Keep her alive,' Leiman said to Eraser.

Lee drove to McLean, Virginia, a town near Washington, D.C.
She parked her car and "walked into her house. Two men in
another car were watching the house and saw her go in. She
went into her living room and put one of the computer disks
into her computer but her computer said, 'YOU CAN ONLY
READ THIS DISK AT THE CYREX COMPUTER
CENTER.'

'Maybe the Cyrex computer can read this disk by phone,'
thought Lee. She tried it. It didn't work but at the Cyrex building,
a guard saw something on his computer and picked up his
telephone.



Lee parked her car and walked into her house.

'Yes?' said a man.
'Lee Cullen just tried to use our computer to read a disk by

phone,' said the guard. 'That means she has a disk with something
important on it.'

The man at the other end of the telephone took a computer disk
out of his desk and said, 'Listen, it was very difficult to steal this
disk from the FBI. Now you're telling me she has another one?'

'Yes. I guess she made two.'
'Get it,' said the man. 'Just get it.' He put down the telephone

and broke the disk that was in his hand. There was a knock at
the door and a young man looked into the office and said, 'The
President is ready to see you, Mr Undersecretary.'

Daniel Harper, Undersecretary of Defense, stood up and said,
'Okay, I'm coming now.'

Lee turned off her computer. Suddenly she heard a noise in the
house. She was frightened but before she could pick up her
telephone a man walked into the room.

'Darryl!' saidLee. 'What are you doing here? You frightened me.'
'Sorry,' said Darryl. 'I was waiting for you.'
'Listen, Darryl, I've told you again and again: I don't love you.

I did love you but I don't now.'
Darryl looked sad. 'Why not, Lee? There's another guy, isn't

there?'
'No. There's no other guy. I just don't love you.'
Neither Darryl nor Lee saw the microphone in Lee's lamp but

the two FBI agents sitting in the car outside Lee's house heard
every word. One of them smiled and said, 'It's just not her day!'

'Or yours. Look!'
The FBI men looked up to see two men with guns at the

door of the car. One of the gunmen had a cut on his face in
the shape of a letter J. It was the last thing the two FB I men saw
before they died.

Inside the house, Darryl said, 'Lee, I just want to talk to you,
okay?'
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'No, it's not okay, Darryl. We have nothing to say.'
The gunmen had two kinds of guns; the small guns they used

to shoot the FBI men and Cyrex EM Rail guns. The EM Rail
guns were the most dangerous guns in the world; their bullets
exploded when they hit something.

The man with the J-cut on his face pointed his EM Rail gun
at Lee's house, but before he could shoot, a van stopped in front
of the house. A big man got out and walked to the door with a
bunch of flowers. The back of his shirt said, 'Flower Power.'
The J-cut killer put down his EM Rail gun and waited.

'Things were good with us, Lee,' said Darryl. 'But you met
another guy, didn't you?'

There was a knock at the door. Darryl opened it and saw the
flower man, then he saw the gun in the flower man's hand. 'Hey,
what's going on?' he shouted.

The flower man was Eraser. Lee looked at him and said, 'You!'
Eraser pulled her to the floor and shouted at Darryl, 'Get down!'

Then the door behind Darryl exploded and an E M Rail gun bullet
cut him in half. Eraser held Lee's arm, ran with her to the kitchen
and pushed the oven over. It crashed to the floor and they smelled
escaping gas. Then another E M bullet when through the wall.

'Come on,' said Eraser, 'let's go.'
He took her arm and together they ran to the door. One of

the killers went into the kitchen and saw them. He pointed his
EM gun and fired. The bullet missed but the gas escaping from
the oven exploded, and the gunman died in a ball of fire.

Lee and Eraser jumped into the van and drove away.

CHAPTER FIVE

Eraser drove fast 'Are you hurt?' he asked. He looked at Lee.
There was no blood on her clothes. 'No, you're fine.'

'Fine? I'm not fine! They killed Darryl! And why didn't you
try to stop them?'

12

Eraser pulled Lee to the floor and shouted at Darryl,
'Get down!'

'The important thing is that you're alive, and I'm going to
keep you that way.'

'You can't protect me,' said Lee. 'You're just one man. Cyrex
has killers everywhere; in the police, in the CIA, maybe in
WITSEC too.'

'Those guns the killers had. . . What were they?' asked Eraser.
'They were Cyrex EM Rail guns. The American government

asked Cyrex to make them. Cyrex took the government's money
and then said they couldn't make them. But Cyrex did make the
guns and now they're selling them to criminals.'

'Do you still want to be a witness against the men who killed
Darryl?' asked Eraser.

13
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'Yes.'
'Good, then I'll take you to a secret place. Nobody will know

you're there, not the police, not WITSEC. No one. I'll hide
you until you give evidence against Cyrex.'

Eraser drove for a long time. High in the mountains of West
Virginia, far from any towns, he stopped the car in front of a
small house. It was Eraser's secret place; the place he came to
rest.

When they were inside the house, Eraser said, 'Okay. Now
give me everything with your name on it; your passport, your
business cards, anything like that.'

Lee did what he told her.
'I'll need the rest of it,' he said quietly.
'But that's everything. I'm not hiding anything.'
'I know,' Eraser said, then he took a gold ring off her finger.

On the ring were the words To Lee, with love, from Mom and Dad.
'Please,' said Lee. 'I've had that ring since I was a child. My

parents gave it to me. It protects me.'
'Well, that's my job now,' said Eraser, and he put the ring in

his pocket. 'Now get some sleep. We have a long way to drive
tomorrow.'

While Lee slept, Eraser stayed awake, watching, thinking,
protecting. In his hand he held the ring.

They left early in the morning. Lee slept again while Eraser drove
through Virginia, Pennsylvania and New Jersey.

'Where are we?' Lee asked when she woke up.
'New York City,' said Eraser. 'It's a good place to disappear.'
He parked the van and they walked to an apartment in an old

building in Chinatown. Lee looked around the apartment and
said, 'This is home?'

'For now.' Eraser said. He handed her a bag. 'There's money
in here and papers with a new name. You're now Lisa Murray.
And here,' he gave her a special kind of radio. 'Always keep this

14

While Lee slept, Eraser stayed awake, watching,
thinking, protecting.



with you. I have a radio like it. If you hear your radio make a
noise, it means the Cyrex people know where you are. Throw
away the passport and go to the Central Park Zoo. There's a
telephone near the zoo restaurant. Wait for me there.'

'I understand,' said Lee.
'One more thing.' Eraser handed her a small gun. 'If anybody

comes to you and says he works with me, shoot him. Don't
think about it, just shoot him, okay?'

Lee looked frightened but she said, 'Okay.'
'I have to go back to Washington, D.C. now.'
She looked at him for a long time, then touched his face.

'Thank you,' she said.

CHAPTER SIX

Eraser went to the airport and flew to Washington D.C. Samaritan
was waiting for him at a table in Orphan's Restaurant. 'Thanks
for coming,' he said.

'I don't like meeting like this,' said Eraser. 'It's dangerous.'
'I don't like it either,' said Samaritan, 'but we have to talk

about something important.'
Eraser noticed two other men sitting at another table watching

them. 'Who are your friends?' he asked.
'CIA men,' said Samaritan. 'They're here to help us because

we lost three witnesses yesterday. Murdered.'
'Who?' Eraser asked quickly.
'All of them were important witnesses but none of them were

yours.'
'Did these three witnesses do anything stupid?'
'No, that's the problem. Somebody is telling the bad guys

where the witnesses are. There's a spy inside WITSEC.'
'Are there any other witnesses who are in danger?'
'Yeah. There are two other important witnesses. One of them

is mine and one of them is yours. We have to move them while

Samaritan and Eraser arrived at the airport with the two
CIA men, Schiffand Calderon.

they're still alive. There's a WITSEC airplane waiting for us at
the airport. We'll get my witness first. She's hiding in a house
in the Adirondack Mountains.

Eraser was surprised. 'You just told me where your witness is
— you taught me to never do that.'

Samaritan smiled. 'Today is different,' he said.

Samaritan and Eraser arrived at the airport with the two CIA
men, Schiff and Calderon. At the airport, another man ran up
to meet them. He looked young and excited.

'This is Monroe,'said Samaritan. 'He's a new WIT SEC man.
Monroe, this is John Krueger, also called Eraser.'

'I'm very pleased to meet you,' said Monroe.
The men got into the airplane. Thirty-five minutes later,

they landed in Rome, New York, near the Adirondack
Mountains. They left the airplane and got into a van. Samaritan
drove.
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Samaritan parked the van about half a mile from the witness's
house and the men began walking. Samaritan said, 'The witness's
name is Allison. I don't think we'll have any problems, but be
ready. Eraser and I will go in the front door. SchirT, Calderon
and Monroe, you go in the back door.'

As soon as he saw the house, Eraser knew something was
wrong - it was too quiet. He and Samaritan went in the front
door.

'Go through to the back of the house,' said Samaritan. 'I'll
look upstairs.'

'Got it,' said Eraser.
Samaritan climbed the stairs and opened a bedroom door.

Inside was a gunman holding a gun to Allison's head.
'You're early,' said the gunman.
'And you're late,' said Samaritan. He fired a bullet into the

gunman's head.
'Thank God you're here,' said Allison.
Samaritan turned his gun and shot her too.
Eraser and Monroe ran into the room and looked at the dead

witness. 'That's her,' said Monroe.
'She's dead,' said Samaritan. 'I lost her, John.'
'It happens,' said Eraser. But he knew it didn't happen to

someone as good as Samaritan. Eraser began to feel that something
was very wrong.

Calderon came into the room holding a photograph of Lee
Cullen. 'Hey,' he said. 'I found this in one of the gunmen's
pockets.'

'Who's that?' asked Samaritan.
'She's mine,' said Eraser. 'She's my witness.'
'She's in danger,' said Samaritan. 'We've got to get to her

immediately. Where did you hide her?'
Lee was in the apartment in New York City, but Eraser lied

and said, 'She's in Palmer Rapids, Canada.'
'You took her outside the USA? That's dangerous, John,'

said Samaritan.

'Yeah, well, my witness isn't dead.'
'Well, we've got to get to her,' said Samaritan.

CHAPTER SEVEN

Samaritan and the men drove back to the airport, to the
WITSEC airplane. A few minutes later, they were on their
way to Palmer Rapids, Canada. Eraser got a bottle of water from
the airplane's kitchen and sat down near Monroe and Samaritan.

Samaritan laughed. 'How did you like all the shooting, Mon-
roe?' he asked. 'Exciting, wasn't it?'

Eraser drank his water and watched Samaritan. Now he knew
something was wrong. Samaritan's witness was dead, but he was
laughing about it.

Suddenly Eraser felt tired and sick. There was something in
his water. He put his hand into his pocket and pressed the button
on his radio. In New York City, Lee's radio made a noise. It
was her warning from Eraser — she must get out fast.

Monroe looked at Eraser. 'Are you okay?' he asked.
Eraser pointed his finger at Samaritan. He said, 'You -' then

he closed his eyes and everything went black. Samaritan took
the radio and Eraser's gun from his pocket.

'What's going on?' asked Monroe.
Samaritan fired Eraser's gun at Monroe's heart and killed him.
'Who did Eraser call on his radio?' Samaritan asked.
Calderon looked at the radio in his hand. 'New York City,'

he said.

When Eraser woke up, he saw New York City through the
airplane window. He tried to find his gun.

'It isn't there.' Samaritan was standing behind him holding
Eraser's gun. 'I know your witness is in New York City, John.
We'll land in New York soon and then you're going to take us
to her. Understand?'

18 19
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Eraser put his hand down his leg and felt his throwing knife.
He looked round the airplane. Schiff and Calderon were there,
but Eraser didn't think of them as a problem.

'Where's Monroe?' he asked.
'Poor Monroe,' said Samaritan. 'You shot him, John. The

bullet in his heart came from your gun. Now Beller will think
that you're the spy at WIT SEC.'

'My God, Samaritan!' said Eraser. 'It's you! You're the spy in
WITSEC!'

'I'm a businessman,' answered Samaritan.
'Yeah, a businessman. SellingweaponswithyourCI A friends?'
Samaritan put the gun to Eraser's head. 'You know, John, this

doesn't have to end badly. If you take us to Lee Cullen you'll
live and be rich. What do you say to that?'

'I say, drop your gun,' said Eraser. 'Do it now and I won't kill
you.'

Samaritan was surprised. 'What?' he asked.
'I said I won't kill you if you drop your gun. That's easy

enough to understand, isn't it?'
'That's an interesting offer,' said Samaritan. 'But I'll have to

say no.'
Eraser smiled, then threw his knife into Samaritan's arm.

Samaritan screamed and dropped Eraser's gun. Eraser picked it
up, ran to the airplane door and pushed it open. Schiff and
Calderon started shooting but when Eraser fired back at them
they hid. Eraser found a parachute and put it on. He jumped
out the door and fell quickly through the sky, then the parachute
opened and he fell much more slowly.

Suddenly the airplane turned toward him. Eraser held the gun
in his hand and waited. He knew the pilots were trying to kill
him. When the airplane was near, he pointed his gun at them
and fired. The bullets broke some windows and the airplane
turned away.

Eraser landed on some grass near a truck. A boy and a girl ran
to him.

20

'Is that your dad's truck?' asked Eraser.
'Yeah,' said the boy.
'Can I borrow it?'
'You can borrow it if you give us that parachute and fifty

dollars,' said the girl.
Eraser smiled. 'You got it,' he said.

CHAPTER EIGHT

Schiff and Samaritan stood next to the WITSEC airplane at
Teterboro Airport near New York City. There was smoke
coming out of the broken airplane windows. Calderon ran to
them and said, 'I talked to the guys at WITSEC. Lee Cullen
was in an apartment in Chinatown, but she's gone now.'

'Did you call the taxi companies?' asked Samaritan.
'Yeah. A taxi took a woman from Chinatown to the Central

Park Zoo.'
Samaritan smiled. 'That was her. The zoo is safe. She's waiting

for Eraser at the zoo.'
'New York is a big place,' said Calderon. 'How do you know

she's at the zoo?'
'Because I taught Eraser everything he knows.'
The men got into a car and Samaritan picked up a telephone.

'Beller? This is Samaritan,' he said. 'Eraser is our spy.'

Lee waited near a telephone at the zoo. She was frightened and
tired. 'Where's Eraser?' she thought. 'Why doesn't he call?'

A man walked to her and smiled. 'Miss Cullen?' he asked. He
had an old cut in the shape of a letter J on his face. Lee put her
hand on the gun in her purse and said, 'Stay back.'

'It's okay. I work with John Krueger,' said J-Cut.
Lee knew he was lying and shot him in the leg. He screamed

and fell.
Lee ran and hid in a dark corner of the Snake House. Near
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'You're late,' she said.
'Sorry,' said Eraser. 'Traffic, you know.'

her were glass boxes full of dangerous snakes but she wasn't
worried about snakes, she was worried about the Cyrex killers.
Suddenly there were three of them coming toward her. She
pointed her gun and fired but she missed and the men moved
toward her in the dark. Then the door crashed open and suddenly
Eraser was next to her shooting at the gunmen. He pulled Lee
behind a wall.

'You're late,' she said.
'Sorry,' said Eraser. 'Traffic, you know.'
A bullet hit the wall, then bullets were coming from every-

where. Eraser fired at one of the glass boxes. The glass broke and
the snakes came out. They were angry, looking for somebody
to bite.

Eraser and Lee ran for the door. One of the gunmen ran after
them but a big snake bit him and he fell screaming. Another man
pointed his gun at Eraser, but a snake bit him too.
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Samaritan and some of his men ran in through the door and
began shooting. Eraser broke a window and pulled Lee out of
the Snake House.

Samaritan watched them escape and said, 'Snakes! Now I've
seen everything.'

CHAPTER NINE

A WIT SEC helicopter landed near the zoo and Arthur Seller
got out. Samaritan ran to meet him.

'How many dead?' asked Beller.
'Three,' said Samaritan. 'Krueger killed them.'
'But why? He's the best man at WIT SEC.'
'Somebody's paying him,' said Samaritan.
'Where's Krueger's witness?'
'She's with him. She shot one of my men.'
'This is terrible,' said Beller.
'I'll catch him. All the police in New York are looking for

him. I'll catch him,' said Samaritan.
'Good. Do it. He's yours. But catch him. Understand?'
Beller got back into the helicopter. It took offand turned south

toward Washington, D.C. It was somewhere over Pennsylvania
when Beller's pocket telephone rang.

'Beller here,' he said.
'Beller.' It was Eraser's voice. He and Lee were hiding in a

church in New York City.
'John, where are you? The CIA, the FBI, WIT SEC and

all the police in New York are looking for you.'
'Samaritan is the spy,' said Eraser. 'He wants my -witness. He

killed those other witnesses just to get to her.'
'I've got five people dead,' said Beller. 'And people say you're

the killer.'
Eraser put his telephone down and looked at Lee. 'We need

more evidence against Samaritan.'

23



Lee opened her purse and pulled out a computer disk.
'I've got this,' she said. 'I had two computer disks with the

secret information from the Cyrex computer. I gave one of them
to the FBI.'

'Yeah, and somebody stole it from them,' said Eraser.
'I have this one but I don't know what information is on it.

The only place that you can read it is on the computer inside
the Cyrex building.'

'Then that's where we'll read it.'

CHAPTER TEN

Early the next morning in Washington, D.C. Undersecretary of
Defense Daniel Harper -walked along the Potomac River with
Samaritan.

'We'll have to tell the guys who are buying the guns that we'll
be a little late,' Samaritan said.

'The guys buying the Cyrex guns are killers,' said Harper. 'We
can't just tell them we'll be late. You get those guns out of the
country tonight or you're a dead man. Understand? Now, tell
me what you plan to do.'

'It's easy,' said Samaritan. 'Eraser will go to the Cyrex building
and I'll be there waiting for him.'

Harper looked surprised. 'The Cyrex building? Why -will he
go to the Cyrex building?'

'He's got a computer disk with all the evidence he needs on
it, but the only place he can read it is on the Cyrex computer.
Got it, now?'

Harper didn't look happy but he said, 'Okay. But tomorrow
morning we have those guns out of the country, we have the
computer disk and the girl is dead. Understand?'

'I understand,' said Samaritan. 'Don't worry.'

In another part of Washington, D.C. Eraser and Lee walked into
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a bar called the AC/DC Bar. There was a big crowd of men
inside the bar but Lee was the only woman.

'Hey, Johnny,' said Eraser.
Johnny Casteleone was washing glasses behind the bar. He

looked up when he heard his name. 'Yow!' he said. 'What are
you doing here?'

'This is Lee,' said Eraser.
'Nice to meet you, Lee,'Johnny said, then he looked back at

Eraser. 'Was this job your idea? A gay bar?'
'You're safe here, aren't you?'
'Sure, from the Mafia, but some of these guys here - they

really like me.'
Eraser smiled. 'Listen, Johnny. I need your help.'
'You need my help? You got it!' He turned to the waiter.

'Hey, Kev! I've got to go. My friends here need a little help.'
Kevin looked at Eraser. 'Who's he?' he asked. 'And where are

you going?'
'He's just a friend, Kev. Don't worry, I'll be back.'
Johnny turned to Eraser and said, 'Kevin's okay. It's just that. . .

Well, he worries about me.'
'That's nice,' laughed Eraser.

They drove to Crystal City, a town near Washington, D.C.
'So why are we here?' asked Johnny.
Eraser pointed at the Cyrex building. 'We're going in there.'
Johnny looked surprised. 'In there? Look at the guards! Look

at the guns! You want to get in there? No problem. All we need are
about a thousand soldiers, some airplanes, some helicopters

'No,' said Eraser. 'All we need is a pizza.'
'A pizza!' laughed Johnny. 'Great idea! Wonderful! How do

we get in with a pizza?'

High in the Cyrex building, Samaritan sat in the guards' office.
There were several televisions in front of him. Most of them
showed different parts of the Cyrex building, but on one was
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'HeyJohnny,' said Eraser.
He looked up when he heard his name. 'You/' he said.

'What are you doing here?'

the evening news. The news reporter said, 'The FBI has evidence
that the Cyrex Corporation is selling weapons to criminals in
other countries. Police say that an important witness will give
evidence against Cyrex.'

Samaritan knew that the witness was Lee Cullen and that
worried him.

James Haggarty, the boss of the Cyrex guards, walked into the
office and sat at his computer. 'This is terrible,' he said. 'There
are hundreds of reporters and cameras in front of the building.
We have to get Eraser. Are you sure he'll come?'

'He'll come,' said Samaritan.

It was almost dark when Johnny C. walked through the crowd
of reporters carrying a box of pizza. 'I have a pizza for Mr
Todross,' he said to one of the guards.

'I'm sorry,' said the guard. 'We can't take anything into the
building.'

'Oh yeah? Well, this is Papa Genoche's pizza. If the customer
doesn't get it while it's hot, then he gets two pizzas for free and
I have to pay for them. Understand?'

Calderon came out of the building and pushed Johnny. 'Easy!'
said Johnny. 'I have a heart problem.' Suddenly he fell over.

In the guards' office Haggarty and Samaritan watched Johnny
on television.

'Is that the man we're waiting for?' asked Haggarty.
'No,' laughed Samaritan. 'When Eraser comes, he won't try

to get into Cyrex with a pizza.'

Johnny lay on the ground, breathing quickly.
'Quick! Call an ambulance,' said Calderon. 'And let's get him

inside the building, away from these reporters. Come on!'
The Cyrex guards carried Johnny into the building, to the

nurse's room.
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1
An ambulance stopped in front of the Cyrex building and Eraser
and Lee got out. They looked like ambulance drivers. A guard
saw them and shouted, 'This way!' They followed him quickly
into the building and to the nurse's room, then Eraser took a
gun out of his pocket. Johnny stood up, smiling. 'Get down on
the floor,' Eraser said to the guard and the nurse. 'Johnny, tie
their arms and legs and get the keys.'

Samaritan waited in the guards' office watching the televisions
and drinking Pepsi. Suddenly Haggarty said, 'Something's hap-
pening!'

Samaritan looked at him. 'What? What?'
Haggarty watched his computer. 'He's reading the disk on the

Cyrex computer, but he never came into the building!'
'Yes, he did. He just didn't use the front door, that's all.'
'But he's not at the Computer Center,' said Haggarty.
'Then he's using another computer in the building to read the

disk. But which computer?'
'I — I don't know,' said Haggarty. 'There are too many com-

puters in the building.'
Samaritan pointed a gun at Haggarty and said, 'Find him!'
'I — I think this computer can find which computer he's using,'

said Haggarty.
'Do it! Hurry!' said Samaritan.

Eraser sat in Donahue's office and watched Lee work at Donahue's
computer. 'We only have five or six minutes before they find
us,' said Eraser. 'Can you read the disk?'

'Yes,' said Lee. 'Sergei Petrofsky is buying EM Rail guns from
Cyrex. Do you know Sergei Petrofsky?'

'He's the head of the Russian Mafia,' said Eraser.
'The disk says Cyrex is taking a thousand EM Rail guns to

the Baltimore docks tomorrow morning at four-thirty. They're
putting them on a ship, but I don't know the name of the ship.
I haven't found it yet.'
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'Okay. We have to find the name of the ship and stop them,'
said Eraser. 'If Petrofsky gets a thousand EM Rail guns, nobody
in the world will be safe.'

In the guards' office, Haggarty looked up from his computer.
'He's in Donahue's office!' he said.

'Good. Let's say hello,' said Samaritan.

Lee was trying to find the name of the ship. Suddenly everything
disappeared from the computer and the words, 'WE HAVE
JUST ERASED YOU,' came up. Then the door to Dona-
hue's office flew open, two gunmen crashed into the office and
began shooting.

'Run, Lee. Go!' Eraser shouted.
Lee ran out of the office. Eraser hit one of the gunmen in the

neck with a chair and shot the other one, then he ran out of the
office. Samaritan was waiting for him.

'Hey, Johnny,' said Samaritan. He was holding Lee's arm and
had a gun at her head. 'Look what I found. Drop your gun or
she's dead.'

Eraser dropped his gun and Samaritan pulled Lee into the
elevator. Eraser run up the stairs as fast as he could but he was
too late. When he got to the roof, a helicopter was taking off.
He could see Samaritan and Lee looking down at him from the
helicopter window. Lee looked frightened but Samaritan smiled
and waved.

Suddenly a gunman was on the roof, firing at Eraser. Eraser
turned and shot him. When he looked back at the sky, the lights
of the helicopter were far away.

The elevator doors opened on the first floor and Eraser got out
carrying the dead gunman. The Cyrex guards thought he was
an ambulance driver and they didn't try to stop him. He carried
the body into the nurse's room.

'Who's that?' asked Johnny.
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'Good. Let's say hello,' said Samaritan.

'Somebody who needs an ambulance,' said Eraser.
'Where's Lee?'
'I lost her,' said Eraser. 'Come on. I've got to get to the

Baltimore docks.'
Johnny and Eraser carried the body to the ambulance and drove

away. Nobody tried to stop them. They parked the ambulance and
got into Johnny's car.

'I can get to Baltimore in forty minutes from here,' saidjohnny.
'My cousin Tony is the boss of the docks there.'

'You're not coming,' said Eraser. 'It's not your fight and it's
going to be dangerous.'

'Good,' saidjohnny. 'Do you know how boring it is working
in that gay bar? And it is my fight. You saved my tongue from
Mr Canelli.'

'Okay, Johnny, let's go.'
'Great! You'll like my cousin Tony. If your ship is at the

Baltimore docks, he'll find it.'

CHAPTER ELEVEN

)ohnny's cousin, Tony Two Toes, was as thin as a pencil, but
lie was a very dangerous man. He sat in his office near the
Baltimore docks doing the thing he enjoyed most; counting
money. Suddenly he looked at the two other men in the room,
Sal and Little Mike. 'Hey, Little Mike!' he said. His eyes were
like ice. 'Where's the rest of the money?'

'Infantine didn't pay,' Little Mike answered.
Tony looked surprised. 'He didn't pay? What did he tell you?'
Before Little Mike could speak, another voice cut in. 'He said,

"I'm not paying fat, stupid Tony Two Toes any more money
and if he doesn't like it, he can kiss my feet."'

'Hey! I know that voice,' said Tony, 'but Johnny Casteleone's
dead!'

Johnny and Eraser walked into the room.
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'Johnny! We heard you were dead!' said Sal.
'I heard that too,' said Johnny. 'I guess it was some other guy.'
Tony looked at his cousin with his ice cold eyes. 'So, it was

you who talked to the police about Canelli.'
'What? You love Canelli now?' said Johnny.
'No, but what you did was wrong. You broke the rules,

Johnny.'
'What he did,' said Eraser, 'was to send some killers to

prison.'
'Johnny,' said Tony, 'who is this big guy here?'
'He's the guy who saved me from Canelli.'
'Hey,' Tony said to Eraser, 'thank you for saving my little

cousin, but coming here with Johnny is not very -wise, you know.
If Canelli knows he's alive . . .'

'Forget about Canelli,' said Johnny. 'We have bigger prob-
lems.' He looked at Eraser. 'Tell them.'

'The Cyrex Corporation is selling a new, dangerous gun to
the Russian Mafia,' said Eraser.

'Yeah? So?' said Tony. 'That's not my problem.'
'It is your problem because it's happening right here on your

docks,' said Eraser.
'Yeah, and these guys have kidnapped a beautiful woman,'

Johnny said. 'If the ship sails, she dies.'
Tony said, 'You know, there's a Russian ship in the docks

tonight. The Pobyeda. It's in dock fifty-seven.'
'Do you have any weapons here?' asked Johnny.
Tony smiled and opened a big cupboard. It was full of

guns.
Eraser picked up the telephone and called WIT S E C. 'Beller?'

he said. 'This is Krueger.'
'John, where are you?' asked Beller.
'Cyrex is selling weapons to the wrong people. Undersecretary

of Defense Daniel Harper is helping them.'
'Undersecretary Harper? It's not true, John.'
'It's true. They're taking the weapons to a Russian ship tonight
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They walked outside to the docks with their weapons.

;it the Baltimore docks; dock fifty-seven. I'll see you there.
Samaritan will be there too.'

Eraser put the telephone down. He and the other men walked
outside to the docks with their weapons.

I ,ce was in the kitchen of the ship Pobyeda. Sergei, the boss of
the Russian criminals, sat across from her, drinking coffee and
watching her. A minute later, Samaritan walked in.

'Why is she here?' asked Sergei.
'To protect us,' said Samaritan. 'Eraser can't do anything if

we have her. When the EM Rail guns are on the ship and the
ship is out at sea, then you can kill her.'

Sergei smiled a terrible smile.
'The next box of guns is coming now,' said Samaritan. 'I'll go

see.'

33



He walked out of the kitchen and off the ship. On the dock
he got into a van and waited. He could see Schiff, Calderon and
his other gunmen watching the docks.

Eraser looked down on two gunmen from the roof of a building.
He began to climb quietly down but he frightened some birds.
The gunmen turned toward the sound, saw Eraser and fired their
weapons. Eraser jumped down on them and in seconds, both of
them were dead.

A minute later Eraser was watching some men start to carry
the last box of EM Rail guns toward the ship. J-Cut saw him
fire his EM Rail gun. There was an explosion, the men dropped
the box and ran and Eraser jumped through a window into a
building. While Schiff and Calderon pointed their E M Rail guns
and fired at the building. The walls exploded.

On the Pobyeda, Sergei heard the explosions and looked at Lee.
'Your friend has arrived,' he said.

He took a knife from his pocket and moved toward her but
Lee hit him hard with the coffee pot. The broken glass cut his
face and the hot coffee burned him. He fell screaming and Lee
ran out of the kitchen.

Eraser tried to stand up, but a piece of broken wall held him
down. He saw one of the guards walking toward him.

'Hey!' called Eraser.
'He's not dead!' In the dark, J-Cut pointed his gun at the

guard near Eraser. 'I heard his voice!'
'Don't shoot! I'm not him!' shouted the guard, but it was too

late. J-Cut thought he was Eraser and shot him.
Eraser pushed the piece of broken wall off him and stood up.

A gunman saw him and turned, but before he could fire, Johnny
shot and killed him.

Then it all stopped.
'John!' Samaritan called.
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Eraser looked up. Samaritan was standing on the ship, high
over the dock. He held Lee and had a gun at her head. 'Now
you're really making me angry, John,' he shouted. 'You and
your friends drop your guns.'

Eraser put his gun on the dock and Johnny and his friends did
the same.

'Thanks,' said Samaritan. He pointed his gun at Eraser and
shot him twice. Eraser felt the bullets hit his arm and shoulder.
He heard Lee calling his name.

'Now get that last box of guns on the ship!' Samaritan said to
the men on the dock below him.

Eraser lay on the ground. His arm and shoulder hurt and
his clothes were wet with blood, but he stood up and ran
toward the ship. Samaritan saw him and pointed his gun, but
Lee kicked it out of his hand and ran away. Eraser climbed the
ship's stairs to Samaritan and the two old friends stood face to
face.

'Johnny,' said Samaritan, 'why don't you just die?'
Eraser pushed him hard and both men fell off the ship. The

last box of EM Rail guns was on the dock below. Eraser and
Samaritan landed on top of it. Both men lay still.

Suddenly a helicopter flew over the docks. A loud voice called,
Tut down your weapons or we'll shoot!'

Lee ran to Eraser and held him in her arms.
The helicopter landed on the dock. Beller and some WIT S E C

men jumped out. 'Take him to prison,' said Beller.
The men picked up Samaritan and carried him away. Beller

smiled at Eraser. 'I always knew you were my best man.'

CHAPTER TWELVE

The doors of a government building in Washington, D.C. opened
and a crowd of reporters came out. In the middle of the crowd
walked Samaritan and Undersecretary Harper.
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'Mr Undersecretary,' called a reporter. 'Do you think you'll
go to prison for treason?'

'I have nothing to say,' said Harper.
'How do you feel, Mr Deguerin?' asked another reporter.
'They don't have enough evidence,' answered Samaritan. 'We

won't go to prison.'
Harper and Samaritan got into a taxi.

Eraser and Lee stood near the government building.
'Will they go to prison?' asked Lee.
'I hope so,' said Eraser.
'Thank you for protecting me,' said Lee softly.
Til always protect you.' Eraser took Lee's ring out of his

pocket and put it on her finger. 'We both will.'
Lee looked up at him and said, 'I guess I'm really safe.'
They walked toward a WITSEC van.

Samaritan looked at the WITSEC van through the taxi window.
'If Lee Cullen doesn't give evidence against us, then we won't
go to prison,' he said.

'Right,' answered Harper.
Suddenly the WITSEC van exploded.
Samaritan smiled. 'Now they're both dead. You did a good

job, Harper.'
Harper looked surprised. 'Me? What do you mean?'
'That explosion.'
'I didn't do that.'
The taxi stopped.
'Hey, driver!' said Samaritan. 'Let's get moving.'
The taxi driver was Johnny Casteleone. He smiled, got out of

the taxi, closed the door and walked away.
Samaritan and Harper tried to open the taxi doors, but they

couldn't. Then Samaritan's pocket telephone rang. He took it
out of his pocket and held it to his ear. 'I am just going to erase
you,' said Eraser.
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'It doesn't matter when. We'll always be together.'

Samaritan looked out the window. A train was coming fast
toward them. He screamed, then the train hit and the taxi
exploded. Samaritan and Harper were dead.

Lee and Eraser stood at Washington, D.C. airport, looking at
the WITSEC airplane.

'We can go anywhere in the world,' said Eraser, 'and you
want to go to Fergus Falls, Minnesota? Why not Bali?'

'We can go to Bali some other time.'
'Yeah? When?'
'It doesn't matter when. We'll always be together.'



EXERCISES

Vocabulary Work

Look again at the dictionary words in the book. Make sure that you
know the meaning of each word. Then do the following exercises.
1 Find a word that means:

a keeping someone safe
b a crime against a person's country
c somebody who has seen a crime
d a place to look at animals
e a place for putting things on ships

2 Use these words in a sentence,
a weapon/gunman
b fire (verb)/explosion
c government/gay
d computer disk/evidence

3 Answer these questions.
a When do you use a parachute?
b What is a van?

Comprehension

Chapters 1 -3
1 Who is Mr Canelli?
2 Why is Lee Cullen in danger?

Chapters 4-6
3 How did Daniel Harper know that Lee had another disk?
4 Who is Darryl?
5 Why did Eraser tell Samaritan that his witness was in Canada?
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Chapters 7-9
6 Why did Samaritan shoot Monroe with Eraser's gun?
7 How did Samaritan know that Lee was at the zoo?
8 Why was the computer disk important?

Chapters 10-12
9 How did Eraser and Lee get into the Cyrex building?

10 Who was buying the EM Rail guns?
11 Why did Johnny kill Samaritan and Daniel Harper?

Discussion

1 Samaritan killed several people just so that he could sell EM Rail
guns and make a lot of money. Can you think of some other terrible
things that people do just for money?

2 Would you like to have Eraser's job? Why or why not?

Writing

1 You are a newspaper reporter. Write a short report (150 words)
about what happened on the Baltimore Docks.

2 You are Johnny Casteleone. Write a 100-word letter to Eraser
thanking him for saving you from Mr Canelli.

Review

Who would you rather sit next to on a long bus ride; Eraser, Samaritan,
Lee or Johnny? Why?


