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Once upon a time, there was a carpenter called Geppetto. 

He lived in a small village. He was sad because he had no 

wife and no children. One day he decided to make a 

wooden puppet. He made two wooden arms and two 

wooden legs, two hands and two feet.
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He made a wooden body and a wooden head, two eyes, 

two ears, and a nose. He was very pleased and named 

the puppet Pinocchio. He painted a big, happy mouth 

on Pinocchio’s face, but as soon as he had finished it, 

the puppet jumped up and ran away.
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Geppetto ran after Pinocchio, down the street and around 

the village, but Pinocchio ran too fast.

At last a policeman caught Pinocchio by the nose.

Geppetto was very angry. A little girl said, “Geppetto is 

angry. I think he’s going to kill the puppet. Put him in prison.”
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The policeman put Geppetto in prison. Pinocchio went 

back to Geppetto’s house. He was so very hungry. He 

looked for some food. He looked in all the cupboards and 

boxes in the kitchen. At last, he found some food and ate 

it, then went to sleep next to the fire.
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The next day, Geppetto came home. He was still angry 

with Pinocchio and banged on the door. But Pinocchio 

could not get up to open the door because the fire had 

burned his feet.

“ I can’t get up!” he cried. Geppetto had to climb in 

through the window.



When Geppetto saw 

Pinocchio with no feet, 

he felt very sad.

“I’ll make you some 

new feet,” he said.

“But you must promise 

to be a good boy and 

to go to school.”

He made Pinocchio new wooden feet, and some beautiful 

paper clothes, and then sent him to school.
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On his way to school, Pinocchio heard music. It came from 

a puppet show. He stopped to watch. The puppets called 

out to him, “You’re a puppet, so come on up! Come on up 

to the stage with us.” Pinocchio went into the puppet show. 

He was very good and everyone laughed and clapped.
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After the show, the puppet master was angry. He was 

tall and ugly with a long, black beard down to the floor. 

He caught Pinocchio in his big hands and shouted,

“ I’ll throw you on the fire.”

Pinocchio and the other puppets were afraid.
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“Thank you, sir,” said 

Pinocchio and quickly 

ran out the door.

Then the puppet master started to 

count the money from the 

show. There was a lot 

of money because 

people liked the show 

very much. The 

puppet master 

was happy 

and he gave 

Pinocchio a 

gold coin.
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Pinocchio decided to go home.

On the way, he met a cat and a fox.

“Why are you so happy?” they asked.

“Because I was in a puppet show today. The people liked 

it, and the puppet master gave me a gold coin. Geppetto 

will be very happy,” said Pinocchio.



“A gold coin!” said the cat.

“Why don’t you come with us?” said the fox. “We’ll show 

you how to turn your gold coin into twenty gold coins. Then 

Geppetto will be very, very happy.”

So Pinocchio went with the fox and the cat into a big, 

dark forest.



But the cat and the fox did not help 

Pinocchio. They jumped on him and tried 

to steal his coin. Pinocchio kicked and hit 

them with his wooden feet and hands. 

Then he ran away as quickly as he could.
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He ran and ran through the dark 

forest trying not to fall over the trees. 

The cat and fox ran after him and 

nearly caught him.

At last he came to a house and 

banged on the door.
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It was opened by a beautiful blue lady.

Pinocchio told her about the gold coin, the fox, and the cat. 

“Where’s the coin?” asked the blue lady.

“I lost it,” said Pinocchio, but as he was telling this lie, he 

had a strange sensation. His nose began to grow.



“No, no, I ...I hid the coin in the forest,” said Pinocchio, but 

this was another lie. And his nose grew bigger and bigger 

each time he told a lie.

“Can you help me?” said Pinocchio. “My nose is getting 

bigger and bigger. Can you stop it?”
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“That’s what happens when you tell lies,” said the blue 

lady, “However, I am the Blue Fairy, and I can make 

your nose small again.”

The Blue Fairy called the woodpeckers who pecked and 

pecked Pinocchio’s nose until it was small again.
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Then the Fairy said, “ If you promise to be good, Pinocchio, 

I will make you into a real boy. But you must go to school 

and work hard. You mustn’t tell lies.”

“ I promise,” said Pinocchio.

19



Pinocchio wanted to be a real boy. But he did not 

remember what he had promised. He saw a coach full of 

children pulled by donkeys. “Come with us. We’re going to 

Playland. We just play and have fun all day!”

Pinocchio went with the children to Playland.
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Playland was really fun! There was no work and no worries. 

It was just fun. There were games.

The children played and played all day.

One day Pinocchio noticed a strange thing. The donkeys 

all had children’s feet. Pinocchio was puzzled by this.
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An owl was watching 

him.

“That’s what happens 

to lazy children,” it 

said. “They change 

into donkeys! If you 

stay in Playland all 

day and don’t get on 

with schoolwork and 

don’t help at home, 

you will change into a 

donkey too.”

“Oh no! I don’t want to 

become a donkey!” 

said Pinocchio.
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Pinocchio decided to go home to Geppetto. He went by 

sea and swam and swam, but there was a big storm.The 

waves were very big. Suddenly, an enormous fish came 

out of the waves and opened its enormous mouth.

Pinocchio saw its enormous teeth.



Pinocchio was inside the fish. It was dark and cold. 

Suddenly, he saw a light. It was a man with a candle. 

He went toward the man and could not believe his 

eyes. It was Geppetto.

“Geppetto!”

“Pinocchio!”
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“ I was looking for you when I fell into the sea and was 

eaten by this fish.”

“I wanted to get home quickly and jumped into the sea,” 

said Pinocchio.

“Let’s try to get out of here.”
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They waited until the enormous fish was asleep and 

crept out of its enormous mouth and into the sea. They 

swam until they reached the sand.

They were exhausted, and Geppetto carried Pinocchio 

out of the water.
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After they rested, they
V \started to walk home 

They walked through 

the forest and over the 

mountains until they 

reached their village. 

All the people were 

happy to see them 

back.

It made Geppetto and 

Pinocchio feel good.
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Pinocchio told them all about the cat, 

Playland, and the Blue Fairy, and how his 

nose grew bigger when he told lies. He 

told some lies and showed them. When 

he told them about the enormous fish, 

they said, “No!”

“ It’s true!” said Pinocchio. “Look, my 

nose isn’t growing!”



Geppetto and Pinocchio were home again. Pinocchio gave 

Geppetto the gold coin and said,

“ I promise to be good from now on.”

At that moment, Pinocchio changed into a real boy. He 

was real, just as the Blue Fairy had promised.
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Geppetto was so very, very happy. He bought a beautiful 

new house and Pinocchio some real clothes. He made him 

a beautiful new bed.

From then on, Geppetto and Pinocchio lived happily ever 

after as father and son and Pinocchio never told any 

more lies.

30



Activities
E3of ore you road

Read the sentence and choose the correct picture. 

An enormous fish

An enormous nose

The man is happy

A wooden puppet



After you read
Look ot th© numbsrs ond color th© pictur©

2. yellow 
5. brown



Chants

Chant 7
'You're a puppet, so come on up! 

Come on up to the stage with us." 

Up he goes, to the puppet show 

You're on stage, Pinocchio!

The puppets called to Pinocchio 

Now he's in the puppet show 

Everyone laughs and claps 

You're on stage, Pinocchio!

Chant 2
Oh, what's the matter with my 
nose?

Whatever I say

It grows and grows

Oh, what's the matter with my 
nose?

That's what happens when you're 
telling lies

That's what's the matter with your 
nose

When you're telling lies, it grows 
and grows

When will it stop? Nobody knows!

Chant 3
There's a storm at sea 

And the waves are very big 

There's a storm at sea 

I was eaten by a fish

There's a storm at sea 

And the waves are very big 

Who's that in his stomach? 

Gepetto! Gepetto!

There's a storm at sea 

And the waves are very big 

There's a storm at sea 

I was eaten by a fish
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